
LOST SOULS AND MISSIONS
COUNTING THE COST OF A SOUL THAT IS LOST

MARK 8:36-37

Introduction
When you men who are married here today became engaged to your wife, no
doubt you presented her with a diamond engagement ring that came in a
beautiful, satin lined velvet box or some similar type of fancy box.

If your wife is like most that I know, she became excited over what was in the
box, not the box itself.   The sight of the box may have brought some strong
emotions, however, those emotions were not a result of the box, but what was
in the box.  The obvious reason is because the box that a diamond ring comes
in is not nearly as valuable or important as the diamond ring that is found
inside of it.

What would have happened if she had kept the box and thrown the diamond
away?  Very likely, you would have been insulted and no doubt the
engagement would have been called off.   Because you really have to wonder
about someone who values a jewelry box more than its contents.

In our text, Jesus was speaking about some people who were doing that very
thing.  They were spending all their time and attention on their body with no
regard for their soul.  The soul is the diamond of man, while the body is just
the box to hold the diamond.

Each man, woman, boy, and girl is a soul with a body, not a body with a
soul!  Your soul is the most important part of you and your body is the
least important part of you.  Your body is just a house for your soul.  If
that’s the case, why do people spend so much of  their time, effort, and money
taking care of the body with little regard for the well-being of their soul!?  

Our world is full of people who spend countless hours and dollars caring for
the box—whether it be down at the gym working out on the latest of exercise
equipment, or in front of the mirror primping and pampering.  People spend
money on the box to make sure the box is in working order—the greatest of
doctors and hospitals are used to care for the box, there are all kinds of
specialists whose job it is to keep the box in tip top shape on both the inside
and outside.  
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No amount of  money is spared to make sure that the box looks good, that the
box works good, and that the box will last a long time—all while carelessly
neglecting the contents of the box!  Just how foolish is that!?

Your soul (the immaterial part of you) is eternal, but your body is not!
One day your body will die and go back to the dust from which it came
awaiting the resurrection of the dead!  But your soul will live on—endless and
timeless— throughout all eternity.  Somewhere in a billion years, YOU—the
real YOU—  will still exist!  Either in heaven or in hell for all eternity!

It really is amazing that this life is so brief.  The Bible says it is like a vapor
that appears for a little while and then it is gone.  Nevertheless, the decisions
you make in this lifetime will determine the eternal home of the real you—
your soul!
I. UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF A SOUL!

We need to realize that there is nothing this world has to offer that is
as valuable as the soul of a man—Nothing! 

Nothing in this world and even all the things of this world cannot
approach the value of a single solitary soul!

IN UNDERSTANDING THE VALUE OF A SOUL:
A. Understand That Durability Determines Value!

If you want something that is durable you normally have to
pay more for it. (e.g.—a better grade of  paint, shingles, etc.)

You would expect something with a lifetime guarantee to cost
more than something that has no guarantee wouldn’t you?

One’s soul is valuable because it is so durable.  
1. The Soul Will Outlast The Body! 

2. The Soul Will Outlast This Earth!
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2 Peter 3:10  But the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are
therein shall be burned up. 

3. There Are Only Two Things We Have On This
Earth That Will Last For All Eternity!
a. One Of Those Is The Word Of God!

Matthew 24:35–“Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but my words shall not pass away.”

Isaiah 40:8–“The grass withereth, the flower
fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for
ever.”  (1 Peter 1:25 is very similar)

b. The Other Is The Souls Of Men.
Ezekiel 18:4–“. . .the soul that sinneth it shall
die.”

Death doesn’t mean a cessation of existence!
Death means separation!  Physical death is
separation of the soul and spirit from the body.   

A soul dies when it is separated eternally from
God in the Lake of Fire for ever and ever.

IN UNDERSTANDING THE VALUE OF A SOUL:
A. Understand That Durability Determines Value!
B. Understand That Demand Determines Value!

If nobody wants a particular thing, then what value is
it?—None!  It has no value!

Every year at Christmas there is a craze over whatever
is determined to be the hottest toy.  
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Remember the Cabbage patch dolls?  Tickle me Elmo? 
How about Beanie Babies? 

I remember the Christmas that the Sony Playstation 2
came out.  It was THE thing that kids were wanting!  
What made it so hot?   I learned that in Economics 101.
It is when there is a limited supply of  them but the
demand is high! 

The retail price for a Playstation 2 was around $300, but
some were selling on internet auction sites and in the
newspaper for several thousand dollars.  Why?  Because
people wanted them bad enough to pay for them!

(It is so prevalent and recurring a phenomena each year
at Christmas time that they made a movie about it called 
“Jingle All The Way”—People laugh at it, but it really
is sad in a way!)

Value is determined by demand.

What, then makes our soul so valuable?  Satan wants it! 
And God wants it! 

God wanted our souls so much so that He sent His Son
Jesus Christ to pay the price of sin and buy our soul!

1 Peter 1:18-19–“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were
not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and
gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers; But with the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:”

Just think, Jesus left the glories of heaven to die for our
sins and save our souls.  
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That is how valuable your soul was to Jesus.  It was
more valuable than all the glories of heaven.

Hebrews 12:2–“Looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

Listen... in order to redeem our souls, God became man
in the person of  Jesus Christ and shed His precious
blood for our sins so that we could become the children
of God and save our souls from being lost for eternity!

   I. UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF A SOUL.
A. Durability Determines Value.
B. Demand Determines Value.

  II. UNDERSTAND THE VANITY OF THIS WORLD!
 In our text, Jesus makes a comparison between the value of the soul of

man and  the value of the world.  
Jesus said if you compared the value of all of the world with the value
of the soul, the soul is more valuable.
A. CONSIDER THE FACT THAT NOBODY HAS EVER

GAINED THE WHOLE WORLD!
Now, some people have done pretty good for themselves in this
world, but none have been able to gain the whole world!

Many men have tried to conquer the world but they all fell
short!

Many have had great possessions in this world, but have fallen
far short of being able to gain the whole world!

Jesus is speaking about something that many men may dream
of, but no man has ever been able to attain!
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That is, “gain the whole world.”

Before the Lord Jesus Christ comes and sets up His earthly
kingdom here, the only man who will, for a time, have rule
over the world to any extent will be the Antichrist.  However,
he loses his own soul in the end—He is cast alive into the Lake
of Fire in Revelation 19:20!

1000 years later when Satan is cast in there, we find that he is
still there!  (Revelation 20:10)

NOBODY HAS EVER GAINED THE WHOLE WORLD!

B. CONSIDER THE FACT THAT NOBODY CAN KEEP
WHAT THEY GAIN IN THIS WORLD!
Even if it were possible for you to gain the whole world, you
could only enjoy it while you were alive and even then you
would have to guard against someone else trying to take it
away from you because of man’s tendency toward sin!

You would leave it all behind when you die!  None of it would
be there to bring you any joy or pleasure in eternity!
1. We Leave This World With Exactly What We Came

Into It With!   Job 1:21–“Naked came I out of my
mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither:” 

2. When We Leave This World This Body Returns To
Dust!  Genesis 3:19–“. . .for dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return.”

When you break it down into its component parts I’ve
seen someone say it is worth less than $2.00.

Psalm 49:15-20
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1 Corinthians 15:50–“Now this I say, brethren, that
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.”

C. CONSIDER THE FACT THAT GAINING THE WHOLE
WORLD WOULD NOT SATISFY!
This world can temporarily satisfy the desires and needs of the
flesh, but the flesh cries out for more—It is never truly
satisfied!

This world can never satisfy the deepest longings of the heart!
Ecclesiastes 5:10–“He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied
with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is
also vanity.”

Fame does not satisfy, fortune does not satisfy, power does not
satisfy, possessions do not satisfy, feelings do not satisfy—
only Jesus satisfies!

   I. UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF A SOUL!
  II. UNDERSTAND THE VANITY OF THIS WORLD!
III. UNDERSTAND THE VASTNESS OF THE LOSS!

Jesus said that if you could trade your soul for the whole world (i.e. the
idea of  “selling your soul to the Devil” and get whatever you want
down here), you would suffer great loss!

Think, however, of the many people (numbering in the billions) who
settle for less than the whole world in trade for their soul!  
(Only about 11% of the World population professes to know the Lord.)
A. The Loss Of One’s Soul Is A Loss That Cannot Be

Replaced!
Have you ever lost something that was irreplaceable?  
(i.e. a house fire—some things can be replaced, some can’t.)

It is bad enough to lose something that you can replace! 
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However, if you lose your soul you can never get it back; there
are no second chances!

B. It Is A Loss That Cannot Be Excused!
You are absolutely without excuse to lose your soul and go to
hell!  Why?  Because God has done everything He can do to
keep you out of hell!

The price for your soul has been paid for in full in what Jesus
did on the cross of Calvary!

If you want God’s mercy, you must gain it before you leave
this life!

If you want God’s grace, you must receive it before you die!

If you want God’s forgiveness, it is available until you die, then
it is out of your reach!

IV. UNDERSTAND THE VITALITY OF THE GOSPEL TO THE
SOULS OF MEN!
Why is carrying out the Great Commission so vital to souls that
are lost?
A. It Alone Brings Profit To The Soul!  

1. Not Church Attendance!
2. Not Baptism!
3. Not Trying To Keep The Law!
4. Not Trying To Live By The Golden Rule!
5. Not Good Works!
6. Not Religion Of Any Kind!
7. Nothing But The Blood Of Jesus!
Matthew 11:28-29  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you,
and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls. 
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B. It Alone Brings Power Unto Salvation!
Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

1 Peter 1:9  Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation
of your souls. 

Conclusion
Do you know the LORD?  If not, your soul—the most valuable thing you
possess—is in peril!  Come find rest for your soul today!

If you do know the LORD, can you not see the urgency of getting the Gospel
to lost souls? 
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