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SERMON:   Suffering in the Steps of Christ
TEXT:  1 Peter 2:18-25

Introduction

  A. In this section of 1 Peter beginning with 2:11 where our Lord Jesus Christ through His apostle Peter    

commands us to avoid fleshly lusts which wage war against our soul, it become quickly obvious

that one such sinful desire of the flesh is to resist any authority over us - parents, employers,

teachers,

governmental authorities.

1 Peter 2:11  Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which

wage war against the soul. ...  Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human  13

institution, whether to a king as the one in authority,  or to governors .... 14

1 Peter 2:18   Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who

are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable. 

1 Peter 3:1   In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if

any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their

wives,

  B.  W hen we are under someone’s authority, we are vulnerable to that person’s abusing their authority

and    doing us harm.  In these 3 mentioned cases, Christians were particularly vulnerable (E.g., Nero

was     emperor, masters of house servants could be cruel, as could unbelieving husbands).   Yet

believers were     to be prepared to submit (except when asked to sin) to even unrighteous,

unreasonable, unkind, harsh      authorities over them after the example of Jesus.  W hat is written

was not only for them, but for      Christians in every place and in every generation.

  C.  W hy suffer in the steps of Christ?

I.  It is a blessing from God to suffer in the steps of Christ.

1 Peter 2:18  Servants (oiketai), be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those

who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.  For this finds favor (this is 19

grace), if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering

unjustly.  For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with 20

patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor

with God (this is grace with God). 

  A.  Jesus taught Peter that suffering for righteousness receives God’s grace, favor, blessing.

Matthew 5:10  "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  "Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute 11

you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  "Rejoice and be glad, for 12

your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were

before you. 

  B.  Peter believed and lived this.

Acts 5:40   They took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and

ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them.  So they went on their 41

way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to

suffer shame for His name. 



  C.  Peter taught Christ’s sheep this truth.

1 Peter 4:14   If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of

glory and of God rests on you. 

II.  God has called us to suffer in the steps of Christ.

1 Peter 2:21   For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you,

leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,  W HO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR 22

W AS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;  and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; 23

while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 

  A. All believers have been called to be conformed to the image of Jesus, to follow in His steps in all

situations,     including situations of suffering for His sake (to know Him in His sufferings).

Philippians 3:10   that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of

His sufferings, being conformed to His death;

  B.  If we are prepared to suffer righteously in the steps of Christ, we have relinquished all claims to self-   

ownership, and are therefore able to sincerely live for the will of God.

1 Peter 4:1  Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the

same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,  so as to live the 2

rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 

  C.  Following the footsteps of Christ in suffering includes:

      1.  Submission to unrighteous persons in authority when not being asked to sin.

1 Peter 2:18   Servants (oiketai), be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to

those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable (skolios = crooked,

perverse). 

Acts 2:40   And with many other words he (Peter) solemnly testified and kept on exhorting

them, saying, "Be saved from this crooked (skolios) generation!" 

Philippians 2:15   so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children

of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked (skolios) and perverse generation,

among whom you appear as lights in the world, 

      2.  Overcoming evil with good toward employers, husbands, parents, government officials.

1 Peter 2:21   For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you,

leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,  WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS 22

ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;  and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; 23

while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges

righteously; 

Isaiah 53:9  His grave was assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death,

because He had done no violence, nor was there any deceit in His mouth. 

a.  we do not commit sins of disobedience, disrespect, vandalism, theft, work slowdowns, etc.

  b.  we do not lie or deceive 



  c.  we do not return insult for insult

  d.  we do not threaten to take vengeance

Romans 12:19   Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of

God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I W ILL REPAY," says the Lord.  "BUT IF 20

YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK;

FOR IN SO DOING YOU W ILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD."  Do not be 21

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

      3.  The key to all steps:  Living by faith in the Lord, entrusting our lives to the Lord by doing what is

right in     His eyes.  Every act of obedience is an act of faith in the Lord.  Christ delivered Himself

over                             (paradidomi) to God W hom He trusted to make a righteous determination of His

(Christ’s) destiny.

1 Peter 2:21   For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you,

leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,  W HO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR W AS 22

ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;  and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while 23

suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 

1 Peter 4:19   Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their

souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right. 

III.  Enabling grace to suffer in the steps of Christ is provided to us through Christ’s suffering unto

death    for us.

1 Peter 2:24   and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin

and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  For you were continually 25

straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

  A.  Christ death is graciously applied to both our guilt (justification) and to our sinful nature

(sanctification).     Here Peter is highlighting the freedom from sinning that Christ’s death, applied by

the indwelling Spirit,    provides for us.  The apostle Paul speaks of this same grace when he says ...

Romans 6:2 ... How shall we who died to sin still live in it? ...  knowing this, that our old self was 6

crucified with Him , in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would

no longer be slaves to sin; 

  B.  As a result of the application of the death of Christ to our sinful nature, putting it to death, we are no

longer

continually straying, but have returned to Christ, the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls.

Conclusion

  A.  Even though most Christians in the United States, in this very small place and time in world history,

have

been spared great suffering for our faith, in the history of the world and throughout the world, God

has

appointed our path to glory to involve a path of suffering.  

Acts 14:21  After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they

returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch,  strengthening the souls of the disciples, 22

encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, "Through many tribulations we must

enter the kingdom of God." 

  B.  This was true for Christ, and is true for those who belong to Christ, who count suffering for Him a

blessing.



Romans 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we

suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him .  For I consider that the sufferings 18

of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

  C.  All Christians are called for the purpose of knowing Christ in His sufferings, of conforming to the

image of     Christ W ho suffered for us, that He might be glorified in us.

1 Peter 2:21  For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you,

leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,

1 Peter 4:16  but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God

in this name. 

  D.  Fleshly lusts which war against our soul would cause us to sinfully resist humbling ourselves,

submitting      to suffering according to the will of God.  But because Christ bore our sins in His body on

the cross that    we might die to sin and live to righteousness, we can do all things through Christ

W ho strengthens us,    including following His example and suffering in His steps.
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