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We come now to the final end of Revelation. It has been my intent to make 

Revelation readable, simpler, more encouraging, and less intimidating. If I have 
succeeded in that endeavor, by the grace of God, then the labors will have been well 
worth it. If the congregation has gotten half the encouragement that I have gotten from 
this book, then the labors will have been more than worth it. Where have we come 
in our studies? If one thing has been made clear in this book, I hope it is this: Jesus Christ 
is going to win. The conclusion is a perfect certainty. He is coming back to judge the 
living and the dead, and when He comes, all evil will be eradicated, and all of God's 
children will receive the glorious inheritance that is waiting for them even now. The new 
heavens and the new earth: what a glorious thought. I heard recently that Jonathan 
Edwards meditated on heaven for an hour every day, so enraptured was his soul by the 
revelation of Scripture on that subject. How often do we meditate on heaven? And how 
often do we realize that heaven is not what so many think (or fear!) it is. It is not a boring, 
ethereal, wispy kind of existence. It is, if possible, even more real than this world is. It is 
this world that is the shadowlands. It is the next world that is the real world. The reason 
we like this world so much is that it feels like the next world, to a certain extent. One of 
the biggest mistakes we can ever make is to see this world as our heaven. When we make 
that mistake, discouragements hit us much harder, because this life is more important to 
us than the next, and we want this life to be our best life. We don't get heaven in this life. 
We have preparation for the next life. Our entire lives are to be lived as preparation for 
the next life. That is perhaps the single most important step we can make in our Christian 
walk. It is also one of the hardest, because this life can distract us so easily. We need to 
refocus on our desire to see Christ come back and make everything right. We must want 
Jesus to come back quickly. 

Our passage starts off with words from Jesus about the testimony concerning 
these things. Several things are important about this testimony. Firstly, it is a judicial 
testimony. Testimony has to do with a court of law, and making sure that the jury can 
come to a just verdict. Jesus sent the angel to give to John the book of Revelation, which 
is one long testimony given to the churches so that they can make up their minds about 
the truth of what John saw. The courtroom aspect of this testimony is obvious in verses 
18-19, where Christ pronounces a judicial sentence on anyone who adds to or takes away 
from God's Word. 

An interesting little tidbit here is that when Jesus says that he sent His angel to 
testify, it is not to John alone that he is talking. This is not all that obvious in English 
translation, where the word “you” can refer to one person or many people. The new 

“Southern Standard Translation”TM makes it a tad clearer: “I, Jesus, have sent my angel 
to testify to all ya'll about this stuff for the good of the churches.” Who is the “all ya'll” to 
whom Jesus is talking? Well, it would be all the prophets who have recorded Scripture for 
the benefit of the church. This helps us to understand one of the great reasons why God 
has given to us His Word. It is for the benefit of the churches. 



Jesus calls Himself the root and offspring of David. Some scholars think that 
“root” means the same thing as offspring here, but it seems more likely that Jesus Christ 
is here being described as both the source of David, and the result of David. In other 
words, Jesus comes both before and after David. He causes David to exist, and yet He is 
also David's descendant. This, by the way, is the reason why David can give the title 
“Lord” to his descendant. 

This magnificent testimony from the the Person Who is both the source and the 
offspring of David tells us to come. In other words, the testimony is not just about where 
the truth can be found. It is also about where we should be in response to that truth. Now, 
the first two statements of the command to come are actually addressed to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Spirit and the church call on Christ to come quickly.  And the one who is 
listening to this should also say to Jesus, “Come quickly.” The last invitation, however, is 
addressed to all people. All people are invited to come. Of course, only those who are 
thirsty will in fact come. They will be able to partake of those marvelous waters that have 
life in them, that come down from the throne of God. 

Many, if not most people who hear the words of the Scripture will not like them. 
Sometimes even God's children do not like them. The temptation will immediately arise, 
then, to tamper with God's word. We might think that God has not given us specific 
enough instructions, and so we add to God's Word the commandments of men, and 
elevate them to the same level of importance as Scripture. This is a perilous thing, 
indeed! For God says that plagues will be added to us if we do that. Or, conversely, we 
might think that God requires too much of us, and so we try to make God's commands 
seem lighter by taking something away, and ignoring the plain meaning of God's 
commands. Our share in eternal life will be in jeopardy then. 

Two questions arise from a consideration of these warnings. First of all, when a 
pastor preaches, is he adding to God's Word merely by preaching? What about the creeds 
and confessions of the church? Are they adding to God's Word? The answer here is 
obviously no. The pastor is, when he is properly doing his job, only expounding what is 
already there. He is steadfastly seeking to avoid adding anything to God's Word. Besides, 
the command is in Scripture for pastors to preach the word. This is what Paul 
commanded young Timothy. True preaching draws out the actual meaning of the text so 
that we do not add or subtract from it. So preaching, far from adding anything, is actually 
designed to make God's Word clearer. The same is true of the church's creeds and 
confessions. Creeds and confessions are the church's way of agreeing about what the 
Bible itself says. Furthermore, although they have a higher level of authority than a mere 
individual's interpretation of Scripture, they have less authority than the Scripture itself. 
They are not infallible, and are not inspired by God. 

The second question that arises has to do with the other warning. When that share 
in eternal life is taken away from someone, are we talking about someone losing their 
salvation? The answer here must be absolutely not. In the context of the last chapter and 
this chapter, there is one final contrast between the true believers of Jesus Christ, on the 
one hand, and the counterfeit fakes on the other hand. The counterfeits are evident in 
21:27 as the unclean people; in 22:11 as the evildoers, and in 22:15 as those who are 
“dogs.” They may think that they are entitled to a share in the tree of life, but God will 



take that sense of entitlement away from them. They will be shown the door firmly and 
finally. 

 Most of the great heresies in history arise as a result of tampering with God's 
Word. The ancient Gnostic heresy took away from God's Word by emphasizing one part 
of the Word, and ignoring other parts. Mohammed did the same thing. He cherry-picked 
some parts of God's Word, and left most of the rest out, and then added things of his own 
to create the Koran. The Roman Catholic Church added whole extra books to the canon 
in the so-called Apocrypha and Deutero-canonical books. Jehovah's Witnesses have their 
own translation of the Bible that takes out references to Jesus as God and mistranslates 
many important passages in order to fit their preconceived ideas of what should be true. 
Rationalists like Thomas Jefferson took scissors to the Bible and took out all the 
“offensive” parts. In our age, the Jesus Seminar did the same thing, voting on which parts 
of the Gospels actually came from Jesus and which did not. All of these heresies will be 
judged severely for tampering with God's Word. 

The key question for us, then, is this: how do we react to God's Word? Are we 
tempted to ignore certain passages just because they make us uncomfortable? How about 
the entire Old Testament? Will we cut it out of our Bibles by ignoring it and refusing to 
read it, just because it is more difficult for us? Ask yourself this question: if God made 
the Old Testament to be ¾ of our Bible, don't you think that makes it exceedingly 
important indeed? Yes, we might have to do a bit more work to understand it. However, 
that doesn't let us off the hook from engaging the Old Testament. The best encouragement 
we have in this regard is the New Testament itself. Fully one-third of the New Testament 
is either direct quotation or allusion or explanation of Old Testament passages. That 
means that one of the main things that the New Testament does is help explain the Old 
Testament in the light of the person and work of Jesus Christ. The New Testament is the 
key to help us understand the Old Testament. So, it is fitting, as we come to the end of the 
New Testament, that we come to understand how important it is to read and engage with 
the Old Testament. 

The New Testament leaves us with two promises. The first is the imminent return 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He tells us Himself that He is coming quickly in verse 21. In 
The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, Lucy asks Aslan what He calls “soon.” Aslan replies, “I 
call all times soon.” So, we can expect Him at any time. Our response should be like the 
response of John: we say “Amen, come Lord Jesus.” I fear that most of the time, 
Christians' reaction does not match up with what the Bible says. We tend to think, “Lord 
Jesus, I do want you to come, just not yet.” My friends, if we only understood the joys of 
the new heavens and the new earth, we would desire them above anything this world has 
to offer. This world does not begin to compare with the new heavens and the new earth. 
When will start to understand that this world is the Shadowlands, as C.S. Lewis calls 
them? We tend to think of heaven as wispy, and without any substance. We think heaven 
is floating on the clouds, and that we will play harps for all eternity. My friends, the new 
heavens and the new earth are going to be much more like this world than that kind of 
thinking would have us believe. It will be MORE real, MORE substantial, MORE 
engaging, and far MORE joyful than this world. Its pleasures will be far greater, and 
there will be no pain whatsoever. In other words, there is absolutely no reason for us to 



want this world more than the next. Now, just to issue an important caveat here: some 
people will go overboard to the point where they will want to commit suicide just so that 
they can be a part of the next world. Don't do that! Don't consider it. Let the Lord decide 
when we enter that world. In the meantime, we spend this life preparing for the next 
world. 

The second promise is that of grace. How appropriate that the Scripture ends with 
this promise that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ will be with us all. The Scripture is 
all about the grace that comes to us in the person and work of Jesus Christ. And that last 
word “Amen” seals the whole of Scripture as our testimony of faith and belief that God 
has indeed spoken these words. 

I decided to go ahead and preach this sermon today, even though it is Palm 
Sunday. At first I thought that the last passage of Revelation didn't really have much to do 
with Palm Sunday. Then I corrected my thinking. What did Jesus come into Jerusalem to 
do? He came to start the final Holy Week, wherein He fully and finally earns for us the 
new heavens and the new earth which is promised in our text here. Jesus had palm fronds 
to welcome Him into Jerusalem. We will have a far greater welcome not only from our 
God and Father, but also from all the angels, and all the saints who have gone before us. I 
will close with the last page of C.S. Lewis's book The Last Battle:

Then Aslan turned to them and said:
"You do not yet look so happy as I mean you to be."
Lucy said, "We're so afraid of being sent away, Aslan. And you have sent us back 
into our own world so often."
"No fear of that," said Aslan. "Have you not guessed?"
Their hearts leaped and a wild hope rose within them.
"There was a real railway accident," said Aslan softly. "Your father and mother 
and all of you are—as you used to call it in the Shadow-Lands—dead. The term is 
over: the holidays have begun. The dream is ended: this is the morning."
And as He spoke He no longer looked to them like a lion; but the things that 
began to happen after that were so great and beautiful that I cannot write them. 
And for us this is the end of all the stories, and we can most truly say that they all 
lived happily ever after. But for them it was only the beginning of the real story. 
All their life in this world and all their adventures in Narnia had only been the 
cover and the title page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One of the Great 
Story, which no one on earth has read: which goes on for ever: in which every 
chapter is better than the one before.


