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...in the book of Hebrews the ninth chapter.  I fooled you. Chapter nine verses 11 through 
28.  Hebrews chapter nine. Let us hear the Word of God. 
 

But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have 
come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with 
hands, that is, not of this creation) he entered once for all into the holy 
places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his 
own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. For if the sprinkling of 
defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a 
heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much more will the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God.   
 
Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has 
occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the 
first covenant.  For where a will is involved, the death of the one who 
made it must be established.  For a will takes effect only at death, since it 
is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive.  Therefore not even 
the first covenant was inaugurated without blood.  For when every 
commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he 
took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and 
hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, saying, “This 
is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.”  And in the 
same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used 
in worship.  Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with 
blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.    
 
Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified 
with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices 
than these.  For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, 
which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in 
the presence of God on our behalf.  Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, 
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as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own,  
for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the 
world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.  And just as it is appointed for 
man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having been 
offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to 
deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.1 

 
May God add his blessing to the reading and our understanding of his Word. 
 
Probably all of us have seen at one time or another a really scary movie.  Now some 
people hate scary movies. It may even be that during frightening scenes they will hide 
their eyes and say to someone, “Tell me when it is over so I can open my eyes again.” 
But on the other hand some people love scary movies. They find them to be exhilarating.  
And it is true, something that is frightening can get our hearts racing. 
 
I remember once coming home one evening and sitting down for a little bit of relaxation, 
turned on the television, grabbed the remote and did some channel surfing, went to one of 
my favorite channels, Turner Classic Movie, and there they were showing the end of an 
old movie called Sorry, Wrong Number.  In it Barbara Stanwyck plays an invalid who 
discovers one day on the telephone—back in the days when you had party lines—for 
those who don’t know who Barbara Stanwyck is or party lines, some of the older people 
would be more than happy to help you out later on and if you need to know some of these 
things—but she discovers that her husband has hired a hit man to murder her.  And at the 
end of the movie Barbara Stanwyck is on the phone with someone, but she realizes there 
is someone in the house coming up the stairs in the room. And it goes on and on.   
 
The story is told that Barbara Stanwyck, her hair turned white after they filmed that 
scene. I won’t give away the ending, but let’s say it doesn’t turn out well for Barbara 
Stanwyck.  
 
What is interesting. At the end of that scene I checked my pulse.  I still had one, but I 
checked my pulse and I found it was actually higher than normal. My heart rate was up 
and I was watching for five minutes of a scary scene which involved a fictional victim.   
 
Well, something frightening can give us a jolt. It can even make us run away.  
 
In 1992 two 11 year old girls ran screaming out of a school in Moscow Russia. In the 
school auditorium the students had been watching a movie. What scary movie was it? It 
was the Jesus film used by Campus Crusade. It is a movie based on the life of Jesus from 
the gospel of Luke.  What scene did these girls find so scary? The crucifixion scene. 
 
We should be horrified by the cross, not ashamed of it, but we should be horrified by 
what took place. We sing in the hymn, Alas and did my Savior bleed: 
 
                                                
1 Hebrews 9:11-28. 
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Well, might the sun in darkness hide, 
And shut his glories in, 
When Christ the mighty maker died, 
For man the Creature’s sin. 
 
These school girls growing up under Communism had never heard about the crucifixion 
of Jesus and they found it frightening. They found it too bloody. 
 
By the way, these two girls who ran out later asked a friend of theirs who had watched 
the whole film who it turned out and she replied, “He dies and they bury him but three 
days later he is alive again.” Well, that about sums it up, but we need to understand the 
cross is not just about Jesus dying. The thieves on Jesus’ left and right also died on the 
cross that day. The cross is about Jesus dying as a sacrifice for our sins.   
 
The apostle Paul proclaimed: 
 
“...we preach Christ crucified.”2 
 
The cross, we understand, is at the center of the gospel. The cross is at the center of our 
faith because of what Jesus did there.   
 
I mentioned last week the New Testament scholar Leon Morris has written a book called 
The Apostolic Preaching of the Cross in which he looks at various terms that are used by 
the New Testament writers when they are preaching Christ crucified. I have said over the 
Lenten season we will be looking at different terms that are used in the New Testament 
and one of them is the word sacrifice that we will look at this morning.  
 
Now our passage in Hebrews nine uses a number of significant terms when talking about 
Jesus.  Verse 11 he is described as the one who appeared as a high priest. Verse 11 he is 
the mediator of the new covenant. And then in verses 23 and following there is talk of 
Jesus as that high priest entering heaven, verse 24, to offer himself.  Do you get a sense 
of what is happening here?  He is using terminology that was associated with the 
sacrificial system in the Old Testament. And then verse 26 we read he has appeared once 
for all to put away sin by what? By the sacrifice of himself. Christ’s work on the cross is 
described in terms of a sacrifice. 
 
Now think for a moment about this term. We will often hear people talk about a sacrifice 
in a non religious connection. We all have to make sacrifices, people will say, referring to 
a pleasure we have to forego or a hardship we have to endure. We even use the term 
sacrifice in baseball, do we not?  But the Bible uses the term sacrifice a great deal. And it 
doesn’t take someone who is trying to understand the Old Testament very long to figure 
out that the sacrificial system plays a prominent place in the Old Testament.   
 

                                                
2 1 Corinthians 1:23.  
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If you ever try to read all the way through the Bible from start to finish, it probably didn’t 
take you much past Leviticus to figure out that there is a lot about the sacrificial system 
in the Old Testament.   
 
For example, we read various regulations concerning the various types of sacrifice. The 
Old Testament talks about what are called burnt offerings where the animal was burnt in 
sacrifice and an aroma pleasing to God went up with that sacrifice. We read about cereal 
offerings which were used to indicate thanksgiving. These are sometimes called thank 
offerings. And we read about a peace or a fellowship offering or a sin or a guilt offering, 
a sacrifice made to atone for the guilt of breaking God’s law. But then beyond the various 
types of sacrifice there is a great deal of talk in the Old Testament about how the 
sacrifices were to be offered. Scholars talk about the stages that were involved in making 
a sacrifice to God. 
 
The first stage is referred to as the bringing near. In this the worshipper would draw near 
to the animal he was going to offer.  You know, the Old Testament system, sacrificial 
system is full of symbolism. And this stage was to symbolize that simple people need a 
way to draw near to God.  And God provides a way for them to be brought near through 
the sacrifice, that sacrificial victim. 
 
Then there was what was called the laying on of hands on the head of the sacrificial 
animal. In fact, the Hebrew verb used in connection with these instructions meant 
something like leaning. It was a firm contact, not a casual touch. But this was done to 
convey the idea that the worshipper was identifying himself with the sacrificial victim as 
if to say, “My sins are being transferred, are being laid upon you.”  And here we can’t 
help but think of that wonderful prophecy in Isaiah 53 about the coming Messiah where 
we read:  
 
“...and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”3 
 
Obviously language involving the sacrifice.  
 
And then there was the stage of the actual killing of the animal. By this, the worshipper 
acknowledged that his sin merited the severest punishment, capital punishment. The soul 
that sins shall surely die.  But there is the recognition in this that the punishment would 
be inflicted not upon the one who deserved it, the sinner, but upon the sacrificial victim 
who was a substitute. 
 
And then we find in God’s Word specific instructions about what was to be done with the 
blood of the lamb or the bull or whatever.  And we will read about the sprinkling of the 
blood. And here particularly is where you see the work of the priest being involved. The 
priest would take the blood of the sacrifice and use it in some form. In the temple blood 
was sprinkled in front of the curtain that marked off the holy of holies. Then some of the 
blood was put on the altar of incense and the rest was poured at the base of the altar of 
burnt offering.  
                                                
3 Isaiah 53:6.  
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See all that is going on at the sacrificial system her, so many elements being involved.  
 
We read in Hebrews chapter nine verses 19 and following about Moses taking the blood 
of calves and sprinkling it on the book itself and all the people. Verse 20 saying: 
 
“saying, ‘This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.’”4 
 
Well, the author of Hebrews is thinking of there is recorded in Exodus chapter 24.  Turn 
to that for a moment. Exodus 24, this is what Hebrews nine is thinking about. We read in 
Exodus 24 of God confirming his covenant with Israel. Verse four talks about Moses 
building an altar, a place where sacrifices were made. Verse five they offered burnt 
offerings and they sacrificed peace offerings to the Lord.  And then look at verse six. 
 
“And Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw 
against the altar.”5 
 
Where is the other half of the blood?  It gets sprinkled.  Look at verse eight.  
 
“And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people.”6  
 
That is what it says in my Bible. Is that what it says in yours? He threw it on the people. 
Now this is probably the beginning of the Presbyterian tradition of no one wanting to sit 
in the front row.  They throw blood on you.  You don’t want any part of that. When I 
dismiss the children for children’s church maybe I should have notified those who were 
handling the craft project. Here might be a good thing for the kids to do this week. 
Sprinkle some blood on the children. Yeah, that would go over real well, wouldn’t it?  
But this is what was done, because of the connection between the sacrifice and blood. 
Obviously, the Old Testament has a great deal to say about blood when sacrifice is being 
discussed. The word blood appears 362 times in the Old Testament, 103 of these with 
reference to the phrase, “The blood of the sacrifice.” 
 
And one of the most important verses in all the Old Testament, a verse a lot of people 
don’t even stumble across because it is packed away somewhere in Leviticus, but here it 
is, Leviticus 17:11. This is God speaking. And God says: 
 
“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make 
atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.”7 
 
Some very important principles being brought out there in that verse. Life is in the blood, 
we are told. So when blood is shed, life is lost.  When blood is shed, death follows. So the 
purpose of blood sacrifice was to make atonement for sin. It is the blood that makes 
atonement, God says. The wages of sin is death, God says in his word, the soul that sins 

                                                
4 Hebrews 9:20.  
5 Exodus 24:6.  
6 Exodus 24:8.  
7 Leviticus 17:11.  
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shall surely die.  And so the Israelites were instructed to sacrifice with blood symbolizing 
the laying down of life, symbolizing the death of punishment due the sinner has fallen 
upon a substitute.  
 
But when there is the shedding of blood, life is lost.   
 
Robert Coleman, author of the well known book  A Master Plan of Evangelism, excuse 
me, has also written a book entitled Written in Blood. In it he tells the story of a little girl 
with a rare disease who needed a blood transfusion. The doctor felt that her only chance 
for recovery was a transfusion from someone who had already had the disease and 
survived, which her brother had.  So the doctor goes up to this little boy and says, “Will 
you give your blood to your sister?”  
 
The boy hesitated for a moment. In fact, it looked as though he might cry. But then he 
said, “Sure, for her.” 
 
These two children were wheeled side by side for the transfusion and as the little boy 
watched his blood flowing through the tube he asked the doctor very quietly, “Doctor, 
when do I die?”  He thought that is what is involved with the giving of blood. That is why 
he had hesitated. He thought he was going to give his life, yet he was willing to do so. 
 
Well, Jesus sheds his blood for us knowing it most certainly involved his death.  Many 
are the places where the New Testament speaks of Jesus’ death as a sacrifice, usually be 
referring to the shedding of his blood which, in the Old Testament, is the equivalent of 
saying a sacrifice is made.  
 
We have in the New Testament 98 references to Jesus shedding his blood. Ephesians 5:2.  
 
“Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”8 
 
Paul is telling us there that Jesus shed his blood as a sacrifice, to make atonement, to 
cover the guilt of our sin, to bring us to fellowship with God. These are the ideas 
associated with sacrifice in the Old Testament.   
 
In 1917 Benjamin Breckenridge Warfield of Princeton Seminary wrote an article entitled 
“Christ our Sacrifice.”  In it he responds to the liberal Christians of that era who were 
trying to reinterpret Christ’s crucifixion as something other than a sacrifice.  A modern 
liberal found the idea of blood sacrifice to be primitive and barbaric, a concept that 
modern thinkers could not seriously entertain. He needed a more contemporary 
understanding of the cross.  Well, Warfield in that book, or, excuse me, in that article, 
goes through each New Testament book citing in painstaking detail all the many places 
where Jesus is spoken of in terms of being a sacrifice for our sins. And he makes this 
point when he gets to his section on the book of Hebrews, quote, “There is one New 
Testament book of which it has proved impossible for even the heartiest to deny that 
Christ’s death is presented as a sacrifice, Hebrews.”  
                                                
8 Ephesians 5:2.  
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Now Warfield was not known for his sense of humor, but I think he is making a little 
joke there. That is a classic understatement. If you don’t want to see the New Testament, 
if you don’t want to see Christ’s work as a sacrifice, you really want to avoid reading the 
book of Hebrews, because it comes out loud and clear all throughout that book. We saw 
that in just, what, half a chapter that we read here in chapter nine. Jesus is referred to as a 
high priest. Well, what did the high priest do? The author of Hebrews goes on to tell us. 
He enters the holy place.  Verse 13 tells us he entered the holy place and with the blood 
of the sacrificial victim was able to sanctify the sinner. Verse 13.  If the blood of goats 
and bulls sanctify, verse 14, how much more will the blood of Christ who thought the 
eternal Spirit offered himself—that is the language of sacrifice—purify our conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God.   
 
The high priest had to offer sacrifice over and over, repeatedly. The author of Hebrews 
tells us Jesus is a better high priest. Verse 12, he entered once for all into the holy places, 
not by means of the blood of goats and calves, but by means of his own blood, thus 
securing an eternal redemption.  And then, of course, we have verse 26.  He has appeared 
once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
 
Break that down a little bit. Verse 26 speaks of Christ how he has appeared to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself. He has appeared. That speaks of purpose on his part. 
Following Peter’s great confession we read of Jesus consistently teaching his disciples. 
The Son of man must suffer and must be killed. Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem 
Luke tells us. In other words, Jesus is determined to go to the cross because he knows on 
the cross he, as the high priest, will offer that sacrifice. 
 
Now the Old Testament, the bull or the goat or the lamb had no idea of what lay in store 
as the sacrificial victim, but Jesus was fully aware.  And he draws near to the cross 
knowing what lay before him and he draws near to the cross to be that Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world.   
 
The gospels speak about darkness covering the land as Jesus hung on the cross. The Old 
Testament darkness is a symbol for God’s judgment. It is dark as Jesus takes our sin upon 
himself and as he makes that sacrifice. And when he dies, Matthew 27:51 tells us, the 
curtain in the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  Now the veil in the temple had 
separated the holy place from the inner most room that was called the most holy place. 
And so this veil was symbolic of the enormous gulf that exists between a holy God and 
ourselves because of our sin. This veil was a reminder that we need atonement. But what 
did God say in Leviticus 17?  The life is in the blood.  I have given it for you on the altar 
to make atonement. It is the blood that makes atonement. Christ pours out his blood to 
make that sacrifice. 
 
And there was only one day in the year when anyone could pass beyond the veil and 
approach God in the most holy place. That was the Day of Atonement when the high 
priest would bring the blood of the sacrificial animal and sprinkle it on the mercy seat. 
There is darkness from the sixth hour until the ninth hour, the gospels tell us.  The veil is 
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torn in two at the ninth hour, what would be three in the afternoon which traditionally 
was when the evening sacrifice was offered. At that time Christ dies on the cross making 
is sacrifice.  The priests who were in the temple when the veil was torn could not possibly 
have missed the significance of the veil being torn in two. Is it any wonder that we go on 
to read in the early chapter of Acts that a large number of priests believed?  They 
connected the dots, if you will, they understood that Christ’s death was the death of a 
sacrifice. 
 
Now, have you ever wondered, whenever you are reading through the Old Testament 
with all its talk about the sacrifices, all that was involved in the sacrifice, have you ever 
wondered about what was going through the mind of the ancient Jew who approached 
God through the blood of the sacrifice?  The sacrificial system so full of symbolism, 
rather graphically brought out the need for atonement through the shedding of blood, but 
did the Old Testament Jew ever wonder about the effectiveness of the sacrifice being 
made? 
 
I mentioned Leon Morris. He puts it this way. He says, “Sacrifice was a splendidly 
solemn way of dealing with sins. It stirred the emotions and gave the worshippers 
something to do, but did it really take away sins? Could any thinking person believe that 
the death of some poor animal, a bull, a goat or a lamb would put him in the right with 
the God who was holy and just?” 
 
Well, I imagine they did wonder whether such a sacrifice of a bull or a lamb or a goat 
could really put away his sin and put him in a right relationship with a holy God. I am 
guessing they did, because I know it is common for the Christian of our day to wonder 
whether the sacrifice that Hebrews nine speaks of, the sacrifice of Jesus on a wooden 
cross on a Friday 2000 years ago really, finally, effectively deals with our sin, bringing us 
into fellowship with God, bringing us the assurance of forgiveness and the promise of 
eternal life.  We do sometimes wonder, do we not?   
 
Well, here I would remind you of some other vocabulary terms that are used by the New 
Testament writers when they are talking about the cross and one would be the word that 
is found in verse 28 and that is the word save, the concept of salvation.  Again, verse 28.   
 
“...so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second 
time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.”9 
 
So there is a connection made by the author of Hebrews between Christ’s sacrifice and 
our salvation.  Christ is our Savior. Satan, that great accuser may bring condemnation 
upon us, but as Paul asks, who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus is at the right hand of 
God interceding for us. The blood of Jesus our Savior cleanses us from all sin.  
 
And the Bible tells us that this blessed salvation we receive is the result of Christ’s 
sacrifice. Ephesians two: 
                                                
9 Hebrews 9:28.  
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“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God.”10 
 
The salvation that we have is gained by the sacrifice of Christ. It is offered as a gift and it 
is received as a gift. Verse 26 tells us: 
 
“[Christ]  has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself.”11 
 
That is how we have salvation, by the sacrifice of himself, the sacrifice of Christ, not by 
what we do.  We cannot bring salvation to ourselves, but Christ by his sacrifice can bring 
that salvation to us.  And I would make this point. In the Old Testament every sacrifice 
involved a cost. Even the poorest worshipper had to pay something, even the most 
minimal for a sacrifice. This is God’s way of telling the people that a sacrifice was not an 
empty gesture, but it was, well, a sacrifice, something that involves some show of 
commitment.   
 
David says, 2 Samuel 24:24, “I will not sacrifice to the Lord an offering that cost me 
nothing.” In other words, the way to God is not cheap.  There is a cost and there is a cost 
to Christ’s sacrifice.  Right? It is the precious blood of Christ, a Lamb without blemish or 
defect that brings our redemption.   Christ, the one who is worthy to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and honor and glory and praise.  He is the Lamb who was slain. He is 
the one who was sacrificed for us. 
 
Guilty, vile and helpless we, 
Spotless Lamb of God was he. 
Hallelujah, what a Savior. 
 
Look again at verse 26. 
 
“...he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself.”12 
 
We are told that Christ has appeared to put away sin. It could also be translated to bear 
sins or to take away sins. He takes away the guilt of our sin. He puts away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself. Paul puts it in 2 Corinthians five. God made him who had no sin to 
be sin for us so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. A God of perfect 
justice is satisfied with the sacrifice that has been made. Our sins have been paid for. God 
now sees us clothed in the righteousness of that mediator of the new covenant. So there is 
now no condemnation of those who are in Christ Jesus.   
 

                                                
10 Ephesians 2:8.  
11 Hebrews 9:26. 
12 Ibid.  
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So when you find yourself wondering: Can this sacrifice made 2000 years ago on a hill 
outside Jerusalem, can it really take away the guilt of my sins? Say to your sol, “Yes.” 
The precious blood of Jesus says yes, he has appeared once for all to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself. 
 
You know, it is most interesting that the author of the epistle to the Hebrews written to 
those from a—follow me here—Jewish background, right?  Hebrews, to those from a 
Jewish background. And the Old Testament, of course, is full of references to how the 
Old Testament sacrificial system was to be carried out. The author of Hebrews makes the 
point that there is now no need for those who believe in Christ to continue to sacrifice 
lambs or bulls or goats.  Have you ever thought about that? You read through the book of 
Hebrews that has so much to say about sacrifice, all the references are past tense, the 
sacrifices that have been made.  There is nothing in the book of Hebrews about now 
when you come together for worship this is how you are to go about continuing the 
sacrifice of lambs.  We don’t read it in any other New Testament epistles, do we? And do 
we read anywhere in the book of Acts that when the believers gathered for worship, 
sacrifice was something that they did as part of worship? And yet, as I mentioned earlier, 
we read in Acts 6:7 that the early Church included a great many of the priests, a large 
number of priests, priests who know all about the Old Testament sacrificial system, all 
about God’s regulations, the various types of offerings, the stages of sacrifice and how 
these regulations needed to be scrupulously followed.  Yet, we have no indication in the 
book of Acts, anywhere else, that these newly converted priests showed up for worship 
with a lamb or a goat wondering, when do we do the sacrifice at the 11 o'clock service or 
whenever?   Does that ever strike you as strange? They have been doing this for 1400 
years and all of the sudden they are not doing this any more.  
 
And sometimes things are notable by their presence. Sometimes things are notable by 
their absence. Things can be notable because we are not used to seeing that thing missing 
or sometimes things are interesting because we weren’t expecting to see them. And, 
incidentally, just an experience with that last evening. My son for Saint Patrick’s Day 
celebration took his wife downtown to a concert, kind of a rock concert, but it was a 
musician that... one of her favorite musicians. He took her down there and, I don’t know, 
500 people or whatever there listening to rather loud music. Most of the demographics 
were 20 year olds. A few people above 35, but mostly 21 to 35 year olds. And at one 
point to my son’s astonishment my daughter-in-law said to him, “Your parents are here.”   
 
He said, “What? My parents or your parents?” 
 
“No, your parents are here at this concert.” 
 
“Here. Where?” 
 
Next thing I know my son and daughter-in-law are talking to us at this concert and 
saying, “What are you doing here?”  
 
I said, “What are you doing here? You go first. I am older.” 
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Well, they were here because the musician Dave Barnes was one of my daughter-in-law’s 
favorite musicians.  They said, “What are you doing here?” 
 
I said, “Well, I am here because I am good friends with his father. His father emailed me 
a couple of days ago and said his Grammy nominated song writer son was going to be 
performing in Indianapolis.” I said, “Did you pay for your tickets, by the way?”  Dave 
put a couple aside for me at the will call and I have been told by his father that if I contact 
Shane afterwards, Shane will take me backstage so I can meet you wife’s favorite artist, 
if we stay that long, although {?} so we might not stick around that long.   
 
But my son was just astonished that I was there at a concert. And what do you think, we 
crawled out from under are rock or something? We have gone to concerts before. And the 
next thing I know my son is texting someone and his text read, “Just had a traumatic 
experience. I bumped into my parents at a concert. Time to evaluate my life.”  
 
Well, I think the priests were thinking the same thing when they showed up in worship. 
And they were amazed not at what they saw, but they were amazed at what they didn’t 
see. They didn’t see any sacrifices.  And they must have been thinking: time to evaluate 
our lives.   Everything has changed.  Why is that? Why don’t we see sacrifice? 
 
Well, Warfield makes this point. He says, quote, “Wherever the Christian religion went, 
there blood sacrifice ceased to be offered just as the street lights go out when the sun 
rises.”  
 
That is a beautiful way of making that point. Do you ever turn a porch light on at night?  
If so, what do you do the next morning?  You turn it off, right? You don’t need it on 
because the sun is out. That is what Warfield says.  Wherever the Christian religion went, 
blood sacrifices ceased to be offered there, just as the street lights go out when the sun 
rises.  
 
The book of Hebrews has a lot to say about Old Testament sacrifices, but then it tells us 
that after Christ has appeared once for all at the end of ages to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself, we do not need to continue with the sacrifice of lambs and goats and 
bulls. Christ has put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.   
 
Our question very often is: How can my sin really be put away? How can my sin before a 
just and holy God be blotted out? 
 
You  know, we began our worship by reading from Psalm 51 in which David makes is 
request of God. 
 
“Blot out my transgressions.”13 
 

                                                
13 Psalm 51:1. 
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And that so often is our question. Can my sin truly be blotted out?  There is no white out 
we can purchase, no white out we can devise that can blot out our transgressions. Only 
the red blood of Jesus poured out on the cross can wash away our sins.  The blood of 
Jesus cleanses us from all sins. He has appeared once for all at the end of ages to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. And, oh, what blessings are ours because of the 
sacrifice that Christ has made. 
 
Charles Wesley, that great hymn writer puts it this way.  
 
Arise, my soul, arise, 
Shake off thy guilty fears. 
The bleeding sacrifice, 
In my behalf appears. 
He ever lives above,  
For me to intercede, 
His all redeeming love, 
His precious blood to plead. 
Five bleeding wounds he bears, 
Received on Calvary.  
 
Would you please turn in your bulletin to our prayer of response? It is taken from that 
collection of Puritan prayers, The Valley of Vision. And may we recite this prayer 
together.   
 
Lord Jesus, give me a deeper repentance, a horror of sin, a dread of its approach. Help 
me chastely to flee it and jealously to resolve that my heart shall be Thine alone. 
 
Give me a deeper trust, that I may lose myself to find myself in Thee, the ground of my 
rest, the spring of my being. Give me a deeper knowledge of Thyself as saviour, master, 
lord, and king. Give me deeper power in private prayer, more sweetness in Thy Word, 
more steadfast grip on its truth. Give me deeper holiness in speech, thought, action, and 
let me not seek moral virtue apart from Thee. 
 
Plough deep in me, great Lord, heavenly husbandman, that my being may be a tilled 
field, the roots of grace spreading far and wide, until Thou alone art seen in me, Thy 
beauty golden like summer harvest, Thy fruitfulness as autumn plenty. 
 
I have no master but Thee, no law but Thy will, no delight but Thyself, no wealth but that 
Thou givest, no good but that Thou blessest, no peace but that Thou bestowest. I am 
nothing but that Thou makest me. I have nothing but that I receive from Thee. I can be 
nothing but that grace adorns me. Quarry me deep, dear Lord, and then fill me to 
overflowing with living water. Amen. 
 
Would you please stand? 
 
 


