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This is Week 6 in our walk with Jesus through the last day of His life on earth. Today we join Him at the lowest 

point of the incarnation.  The place is a very public and visible place.  It’s been called Calvary.  At the time of 

Jesus it was called Golgotha, the place of the skull.  The scene we read about today had been foreshadowed over 

and over and over in various Old Testament events. 

 

In Genesis 3 a skin was provided by God, sacrificing an animal as a covering or atonement for Adam and Eve. 

 

In Genesis 22 God told Abraham to offer his son as a sacrifice, as a test of his faith.  And just before he did, he 

was stopped by an angel.   He noticed a ram caught in the thicket.  God had provided a substitute sacrifice.  This 

event foreshadowed the future provision of God that would take place on the mountain where Jerusalem was 

eventually built. 

 

The Mt. Moriah of Genesis 22 is equated with Zion, or Jerusalem, in the kingdom years; and later identified as 

the place where the temple was built and sacrifices were made.  It was on this mount, not too far from the 

temple, where Pilate’s sentence and the chief priests desire for crucifixion was carried out. 

 

In Egypt the plague of the firstborn, sent as judgment against Egypt, along with the Passover instructions to the 

Israelites, was yet another picture of the event we contemplate today.  In that event a lamb was sacrificed, the 

blood wiped on the door, and the death angel (the angel of God’s judgment) graciously passed over. 

 

All this to remind you that what we are about to read was predetermined long before hand.  It was not a mishap, 

mistake, or oversight on the part of God.  This is why Jesus prayed with such agony in the Garden of 

Gethsemane.    

 

Turn to Mark 15:22.  This is the sixth scene: the scene of crucifixion.  The title of my message today is 

Crucified!   

 

Mark 15:22-39 Then they brought Him to the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of a Skull. 23 They 

tried to give Him wine mixed with myrrh; but He did not take it. 24 And they crucified Him, and divided up His 

garments among themselves, casting lots for them to decide what each man should take. 25 It was the third hour 

when they crucified Him. 26 The inscription of the charge against Him read, "THE KING OF THE JEWS."  

 

27 They crucified two robbers with Him, one on His right and one on His left. 28 [And the Scripture was 

fulfilled which says, "And He was numbered with transgressors."] 29 Those passing by were hurling abuse at 

Him, wagging their heads, and saying, "Ha! You who are going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three 

days, 30 save Yourself, and come down from the cross!" 31 In the same way the chief priests also, along with 

the scribes, were mocking Him among themselves and saying, "He saved others; He cannot save Himself. 32 

"Let this Christ, the King of Israel, now come down from the cross, so that we may see and believe!" Those 

who were crucified with Him were also insulting Him.  

 

33 When the sixth hour came, darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour. 34 At the ninth hour Jesus 

cried out with a loud voice, "ELOI, ELOI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?" which is translated, "MY GOD, MY 

GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?"  35 When some of the bystanders heard it, they began saying, 

"Behold, He is calling for Elijah." 36 Someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed, and gave 

Him a drink, saying, "Let us see whether Elijah will come to take Him down." 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry, 

and breathed His last. 38 And the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 When the centurion, 

who was standing right in front of Him, saw the way He breathed His last, he said, "Truly this man was the Son 

of God!" NASU 



 

Mark’s recounting of the crucifixion drama is brief, but has features worth our meditation and consideration.  

I’d like to emphasize three crucifixion meditations for us this morning. 

 

Meditation #1: The foolishness of the cross to the world. 

 

One of the features of Mark’s description that he seems to be emphasizing is the reaction of bystanders.   

 

To the ordinary mind, the Son of God (or the rightful messianic King) and crucifixion do not go together.  

“Those who passed by” -- the chief priest and scribes, and the one who offered the sponge -- all called for Him 

to save Himself.   

 

Here we have the message of the world, “save yourself,” coming from Mark’s story three times.  It was 

incomprehensible to them that He could be who He said He was and not stop what was happening to Him.  The 

idea that anyone would willingly subject themselves to crucifixion was an utterly foolish notion. 

 

The Apostle Paul notes in 1 Cor 1:18-19 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. (NIV) 

 

Now, implicit in this text is the contemporary understanding of how horrible crucifixion was.  What these 

people knew, and which the typical reader would not readily know, was how terrifying and horrible crucifixion 

as an execution method was. 

 

Allow me to read from Adam Hamilton’s book, that has been my guide through these 24 hours of Jesus’ life, to 

bring us up to speed with those who stood watching or who were passing by, as well as the original readers of 

Mark would have understood merely by the mention of the word “crucified.”   

 

The Romans, as we have seen, practiced crucifixion as a means of striking fear in the hearts of the 

people; and they did so for eight hundred years. It was a terrifying death, and those who witnessed it 

were not inclined thereafter to violate Roman law. Seneca said that if you knew there was a likelihood 

you would be arrested and crucified, it was better to commit suicide.1 Cicero called crucifixion the 

“extreme and ultimate punishment of slaves” and the “cruelest and most disgusting penalty.”2 Josephus 

called it “the most pitiable of deaths.”3 Crucifixion was an extremely effective crime deterrent, since 

crucifixions took place along the main thoroughfares where people would see them. The vertical beam 

of the cross was left in place at the site. The criminal, after he was flogged, carried the crossbeam, which 

could weigh a hundred pounds. Victims were typically left hanging, or their bodies were taken down and 

left on the ground near the cross until the animals were finished with them. Some of the bodies were 

placed on a trash heap, and bones simply may have been scattered unless loved ones claimed them. 

There was ordinarily no allowance by the Romans for people to come and take the bodies. In Jerusalem, 

however, people could bury their dead after crucifixion. The goal of crucifixion was to inflict the 

maximum agony for the longest possible time. Victims could hang on the cross for days before they 

finally died. Depending on what was convenient for the Romans, the victim's arms could be nailed to the 

cross at the wrists, which were considered part of the hands; or the arms could be tied to the cross with 

ropes. The feet seem always to have been nailed to the cross….Some believe asphyxiation was a 

common cause of death among those crucified. Hanging on a cross, it was very difficult to exhale 

without raising oneself up. The longer one hung on the cross and the more exhausted one became, the 

more difficult it was to exhale. Breathing became more and more shallow, so that crucifixion became a 

slow death by asphyxiation. Others believe a buildup of fluid around the heart caused congestive heart 

failure. A loss of fluids and subsequent dehydration is also seen as a possible cause of death, as is 

hypovolemic shock (closely tied to dehydration and loss of blood and producing, among other 

symptoms, increased agitation and anxiety in the victim). Others see these factors acting in combination. 

What we know for certain is that this was an extremely effective way to torture someone for a great 



length of time. Jesus, bloodied and naked, hung that way for six hours.  Hamilton, Adam (2010-03-01). 

24 Hours That Changed the World Hardcover Book (p. 97-99). Abingdon Press. Kindle Edition. 

 

The better we understand what crucifixion was, the more sense it makes that these bystanders could not imagine 

someone willingly suffering through it if they had the power to prevent it.   

 

But their foolishness blinded them from seeing that if Messiah loved self more than sinners, He would never 

have left heaven to enter this world to begin with.   

 

Being crucified by the Roman soldiers was proof to them that He was not Messiah, because of the nature of the 

salvation they assumed Messiah would bring: temporal relief and removal of Roman authority and power. 

 

Our world is always looking for temporal change during their lifetime.  We want a different president, or a 

different congress, or better job, or a better doctor or surgeon.  We want to be saved from what we don’t like 

and what we can’t control.  And when God doesn’t bring us this, we become disillusioned with God. 

 

I don’t think that Jesus’ agenda included getting different guys on the Sanhedrin council, or trying to get 

different rulers as governors over the various regions of the Holy Land.  None of them kept Him from living as 

God wanted Him to live or loving as He wanted to love. 

 

What happened that day beside the main traffic-way, that people shook their head at and wrote off as another 

failure, was just foolishness to people who could only think about how things could be politically better, 

economically better, or materially better.  The cross was foolishness to the carnal, temporal minded man or 

woman. 

 

But there is another reason that understanding crucifixion is important. 

 

Meditation #2: The message of the cross to everyone. 

 

Because Jesus is the Son of God and didn’t prevent or avoid the cross, it leaves us with an altogether different 

message.  Those who believe He was who He claimed to be must contemplate the meaning of Him not stopping 

what was happening. 

 

I want to make the message of the cross exceedingly simple.  With the description of crucifixion already given 

and a long distance understanding freshly in our minds of how horrible Roman scourging and crucifixion was, 

we are left to consider two messages. 

 

First: How horrible must our sin be in the sight of an altogether Holy God?  The horror of the suffering, 

humiliation, and torture of Jesus Christ screams that our sin against God is what is incomprehensible.  That God 

who is holy and just would deem this punishment, not just death but the worst sort suffering of that time, to be 

required in order to be a satisfactory punishment that fit our crime tells us something about what God thinks of 

our sin. 

 

Second: The message of the cross has something loud to say about the depth of love God has for us; that He 

would send His Son and that the Son would willingly endure it for us.   

 

Turn in your bible to Romans 5, or follow along with me on the screen.   

 

Rom 5:6-11 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will hardly 

die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. 8 But God 

demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, 

having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  



 

It took crucifixion to save us from the wrath of God that hung over us because of our sin. 

 

The message of the cross speaks to everyone of how horrible our sin must be, and how much deeper God’s love 

for sinners must be. 

 

But there is no question what Mark’s most encouraging meditation is from this passage. 

 

Meditation #3: The victory of the cross to those who believe. 

 

Lets’ go back and look once again.   

 

Mark 15:37-39   And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed His last. 38 And the veil of the temple was torn in 

two from top to bottom. 39 When the centurion, who was standing right in front of Him, saw the way He 

breathed His last, he said, "Truly this man was the Son of God!" 

 

There were at least two who believed in Jesus while He hung there for their sin.  According to Luke  

(Luke 23:39-43) one of the thieves found eternal life and reconciliation with God.  And here, according to 

Mark, a Roman centurion professed his faith verbally. 

 

That is good for them.  What about the rest of the world?  Listen, please take note of that phrase “And the veil of 

the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.” 

 

We rely, once again, on Old Testament background to understand this phrase.  The temple was designed by God 

to communicate many things to us.  One of which is that man is separated by God because of our sin.  The 

tabernacle, and eventually the temple that replaced it, were all about barriers and what was necessary to 

approach God.   

 

God wanted to dwell among His people, but because of sin the people were kept at a distance.  The Ark of the 

Covenant with the cherubim on either side symbolized God’s very presence among His people.  This was the 

Holy of Holies. The first barrier was the veil.  Outside of this was the holy place where priests came in daily to 

keep the lamps filled with oil and replace the bread of the Presence.  The second barrier was the door of the 

temple.  Then there was the courtyard where the priest slaughtered the sacrifices and collected the blood, which 

would be brought into the Holy of Holies once a year and sprinkled on the ark to atone or cover the sins of the 

people and for God to hear the prayer of the priest in behalf of His people. 

 

The whole point was to emphasize how holy God was, and how intolerable our sin is to Him.  Yet He made a 

way to dwell among them in spite of this reality. 

 

The tearing the veil from top to bottom boldly declared the victory of the sacrifice made for us on the cross.  It 

accomplished reconciliation of sinful human beings with a holy God.  For all who put their trust in Jesus and 

His offering of Himself on the cross, reconciliation is victoriously achieved.     

 

The tearing of the veil symbolizes not just reconciliation, but permanent reconciliation and permanent 

atonement.  Whereas in the old covenant sacrifice after sacrifice was made.   

 

Jesus offered Himself as a once for all sacrifice.  No more need of a veil.  Through faith in Jesus Christ the 

payment for sin is done.  Victoriously DONE!   

 

By means of the suffering and humiliation and death of the King, my sins were adequately and finally atoned 

for. And there is no kind of saving that is better than the salvation He accomplished for you and me that day.  

That is why He turned away the myrrh.  That is why He did not call for the hosts of heaven to aid Him or for 



lightning to strike His executioners.  He went through all of it and absorbed the full wrath of a holy God against 

every one of my sinful acts, thoughts, and rebellion against God. 

 

Once again the words of the Apostle Paul could not be more appropriate.  Romans 5:8-11.  But God 

demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, 

having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. For if while we 

were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we 

shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom we have now received the reconciliation. 

 

It is this incompressible truth that Mark seeks for us to mediate on through those powerful words about the veil.   

 

“Torn in two from top to bottom” 

 

This was a work of God, not a work of man. 

It is a final work, not a temporal work. 

Its affects are for now and all eternity to all who believe.  

 

As so the Christian man or women.  The message of the cross, the victory of the cross, leaves us speechless and 

helplessly grateful.  For we deserved nothing but God’s wrath, and yet we have received all His grace. 

 

And if there is among us any who are yet to believe, yet to trust, yet to humble themselves before God --

convicted of your terrible sin -- now is the time.  Now is the hour that your salvation is before you.   

 

Do you repent?  Will you confess?  Will you trust Jesus Christ and surrender your life to the King who did not 

save Himself but gave His life for you?  That is the soul-haunting question you must deal with today.  And I 

pray you do just that, right now. 


