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“Christ’s Disciples” 
John 17:6-8 

 
 
INTRO: 
 
 We talk a lot about disciples and discipleship. After all, the Lord Jesus Himself gave us a job to 
make disciples of all kinds of people in Matthew 28:19-20. This makes us wonder, what does a 
disciple look like? Who is a disciple and who is not? This information is of vital importance to us. 
We must know what we are trying to become and what we are trying to produce. 
 
 In the Christ’s prayer in John 17, He prayed first for Himself that the Father would glorify 
the Son and be glorified in the Son. At verse 6, Jesus turns His attention to interceding for His 
disciples. He prayed for those who had followed Him and now would go forth and do the 
ministry. Who are these disciples? 
 I. The Father Gave the Disciples to the Son. (verse 6) 
II. The Disciples Kept His Word (verse 6-8) 
 
I. The Father Gave the Disciples to the Son. (verse 6)  
 

A. The Lord Jesus revealed God to the disciples.    (John 17:6) 
“I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the 
world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.”  

Our Lord made the Father visible to His disciples. They received God’s revelation through 
His Son. 

 
1. Do you remember what the Apostle John wrote in the prologue to His Gospel? In 
John 1:18, before the Lord Jesus began His ministry, John told us one major goal of His 
ministry was to reveal God. 

“No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of 
the Father, He has declared Him.”  

Jesus came to do what nothing and no one else could do. He came specifically to show 
us what the living God is like. 

 
2. John already told us in John 1:14:  

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

Some Bible students run to the Mount of Transfiguration to explain how John saw the 
Lord’s glory. However, the Mount of Transfiguration does not appear in the Gospel of 
John. Rather, John wrote this because he observed the Lord’s glory in the signs Jesus 
performed and the truth He taught. 
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3. In the prayer in John 17, the Lord Jesus affirms He has declared the Father’s glory to 
these disciples. They learned in what the Lord Jesus did, and in what He taught, who the 
Father is and what He is like. 

 
4. The disciples, then, were those who first understood and received the revelation of 
the Father’s nature and work. If we are going to be the Lord’s disciples we must begin by 
learning who He is. From that revelation we learn we need a Savior and by faith we 
become His. 

 
B. In God’s unfolding drama of redemption, He gave the disciples to the Son. Our salvation 
is a divine miracle and a divine mystery. No one ever comes to Christ except the Father 
worked in him or her ahead of time. We acknowledge this truth. Jesus acknowledged it in 
verse 6. 
 
Someone may ask, “What about Judas Iscariot? He was a disciple too, wasn’t he? Did God 
the Father make a mistake about Judas?” In God’s plan, allowing Judas to become part of 
the band of twelve was no mistake. The betrayer was there because God allowed it. The 
eleven other disciples remained faithful to Christ because God gave them to Him. We are 
His because God gave us to Him. 

 
II. The Disciples Kept His Word (verse 6-8) 
 

A. What is a disciple? The Lord Jesus told us by underlining three times what His disciples 
did with His Word.    (John 17:6-8) 

“I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the 
world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 
Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from You. For I 
have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have received 
them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; and they have believed 
that You sent Me.”  
 

B. Jesus mentions three things that the disciples did with the revelation He gave to them. 
First, they kept the Father’s Word (v.6). The word translated "kept" means "to pay 
attention to, to obey, or to comply with.”  Jesus said the disciples showed they were His 
disciples by obeying His Word. Some like to focus on the times the disciples failed in keeping 
the Father’s Word perfectly. Still, they did believe it and they did hold on to it and seek to 
obey it all of their lives. Two verses we should think about here.  
 

1. The first verse is John 8:31.  

“Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, ‘If you abide in My word, you 
are My disciples indeed.’”  

The Jews demonstrated they possessed eternal life by remaining in His Word. 
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2. In John 6:67-69, “Then Jesus said to the twelve, 'Do you also want to go 
away?' But Simon Peter answered Him, 'Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal life. Also we have come to believe and know that You are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God.'"  

We find a moving illustration of how loyal the disciples were to the Father’s Word. 
Nothing could turn them away. If the crowd abandoned the Lord Jesus, still they would 
not leave Him. 

 
C. Second, the disciples understood the revelation and applied it to their thinking and to 
their lives (v.7). Bible students have long asked, “How much did the disciples understand 
about who Jesus was and why He came?” The answer is not easy to find. However, the Lord 
Jesus indicates the disciples did understand some things because they understood the 
words He taught.    (John 17:7) 

“Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from You.” 
Just as the disciples obedience was not perfect (neither is ours for that matter), neither was 
their knowledge. Because they believed the words they understood that the Son was the 
Father’s spokesman. 

 
D. Third, the disciples understood Who Christ was and that God sent Him into this world to 
accomplish a purpose. Although they may have not understood all the Son had come to do, 
they did understand the Father had sent Him.    (John 17:8) 

“For I have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have 
received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; and they have 
believed that You sent Me.”  

The disciples received His Words. They did not reject the words, but believed them and 
accepted them as authoritative. Because they have received the words they knew in truth 
the Lord Jesus had come from the Father. Everything was not yet clear to them, but they 
knew He was the Messiah and He was divine. 
 

What does this teach us about who is a disciple? 
 

1. A disciple is one who has received God’s revelation of Himself through His Son. They have 
learned that they are sinners and Jesus had to come to save them from their sin. 
 
2. A disciple is one in whom God the Father has worked. Salvation is more than just a 
decision. It is a miracle. 
 
3. A disciple is one who keeps God’s Word, believes God’s Word, and makes it part of his life 
and life views. 
 
How do we measure up to this definition of a disciple? 


