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Palm Sunday

John 12:12-16

Prayer:  Father, I just again, I thank you for this church, I thank 

you for the blessings that you've given us, I thank  you for the 

fact that Easter is a time when really there are ch annels that are 

opened to the world, channels to -- opened for us t o share the 

gospel, and I pray for this week, I pray for anybod y who might come 

to the service next Easter, I just continue to pray  that your grace 

would be extended there.  I pray for today as we ar e again looking 

into your word particularly about Palm Sunday, that  you would give 

us your grace, your wisdom and especially the power  of your Holy 

Spirit, open up our eyes, give us the ability to se e, open up our 

ears, give us the ability to hear what your spirit is saying and 

again, may it be of permanent value.  I pray this i n Jesus' name.  

Amen.  

Our text this morning is taken from John 12 , it 's 12-16 , it says:  

The next day the large crowd that had come to the f east heard that 

Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.  So they took branch es of palm trees 

and went out to meet him, crying out, "Hosanna!  Bl essed is he who 



comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Isr ael!"  And Jesus 

found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is w ritten, "Fear 

not, daughter of Zion; behold your king is coming, sitting on a 

donkey's colt!"  His disciples did not understand t hese things at 

first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they reme mbered that 

these things had been written about him and had bee n done to him.

Well as I said, today is Palm Sunday and it is abou t, it's about 

promises, it's about pictures, and it is about prop hesies all 

accomplished with a precision that was nothing shor t of miraculous.  

Most of us are aware of the events of palm Sunday, I mean, Jesus is 

triumphantly welcomed into the city of Jerusalem by  the crowds.  

That's the public perception of what took place.  W hat was actually 

taking place was far more intricate and far more wo nderful to 

behold when you look beneath the surface.  And when  we look beneath 

the surface, we'll see that this event was, first o f all, an answer 

to a promise that had been made from the very begin ning of time in 

the Garden of Eden, that had been pictured repeated ly in the Old 

Testament, prophesied in the books of Daniel and Ze chariah and 

spelled out with absolute precision by Jesus in the  New Testament.  

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of the most signifi cant event in 

the history of mankind.  I mean, God in the flesh f ought for and 

won the ransomed souls of every last one of his she ep this week.  

And if you happened to be visiting Jerusalem back t hen, well, you 



probably would have seen nothing more than the open ing act of the 

execution of an obscure religious figure named Jesu s of Nazareth.  

And you know, many in the 21st century still see it  the same way.  

Our common understanding of the events of Easter ma kes it appear as 

if Jesus triumphantly entered into Jerusalem and th en there was 

this series of tragic and evil events that wound up  costing him his 

life being crucified at the hands of the Jewish lea ders and the 

Roman government.  Well, in fact Palm Sunday marks the beginning of 

an event that was so extraordinarily planned for an d so exquisitely 

executed that every single aspect of what took plac e can be seen as 

a plan unfolding that was laid down in the Garden o f Eden.  

One of the reasons why we have these palms that you  see is directly 

connected to the fact that the crowds who welcomed Jesus into 

Jerusalem "took branches of palm trees and went out to meet h im, 

crying out, 'Hosanna!  Blessed is he who comes in t he name of the 

Lord, even the king of Israel!'".   Here's the amazing thing.  This 

is the very same crowd who cried out only days late r that Jesus be 

crucified.  And when Pilate washed his hands saying , "I am innocent 

of this man's blood,"  this is the same crowd that shouted out, "May 

his blood be on us, and on our children."   I mean, how is it 

possible to go from being triumphantly welcomed int o the city to 

being so despised as to deserving the most hideous execution that 

could be imagined?  You know, most people tend to t hink of the 



crucifixion as this unfortunate cascading of events  that started 

with Jesus being wrongfully accused by people who h ated him.  

Certainly that much is true, I mean, he was wrongfu lly accused and 

he was accused by people who truly did hate him.  B ut the fact is 

there is nothing about these events taking place du ring Easter week 

that was by any chance whatsoever.  These events be ginning with 

Palm Sunday were the most promised, prophesied, and  precisely 

planned for events ever to take place, because the events of that 

week were the most important events since the dawn of time.  

You know, we all tend to view Easter from our side of the equation, 

it's springtime, you know, it's lovely, it 's green,  there's 

parades, there's all kinds of neat things going on.   Easter's about 

rebirth, it 's about new life.  But there is much mo re that lies 

undiscovered and unappreciated about what God inten ded and 

accomplished through the events of this week that s tarted with Palm 

Sunday.  Christian tradition often equates Easter w ith this bad 

news/good news scenario.  We have the bad news whic h is obviously 

the cross and we have the good news which is obviou sly the 

resurrection, but I can't help but think that betwe en those two 

pivotal events, something frequently gets lost, and  it's the God 

side of the equation.  You see, if you read your Bi ble from cover 

to cover, you're going to see that it's about God, it's about man, 

it's about Christ, and it's about our response to w hat Christ has 



done, and the center point of what Christ has done is the cross.  

The cross alone broke down the barrier that separat ed a sin-fil led 

mankind from a holy God, and there Christ offered u p his life of 

perfection for our life of sin.  And so everything about our 

existence as human beings centers around the cross,  and every 

single thing about God's interaction with us center s around the 

cross.  And the whole process began with Christ's t riumphal entry 

into Jerusalem that we celebrate as Palm Sunday.  

And so I want to spend some time this morning looki ng at the events 

of Palm Sunday not just as some kind of spontaneous  event that 

unfolded but as part of God's sovereign plan for hi s people that 

started, it started with a promise.  It was a promi se that was 

planned for long before you and I ever existed, and  it was put into 

place starting from the very first time that we reb elled against 

God.  Understand one thing.  Before Adam ever breat hed his first 

breath, God knew he would have to go to the cross i n order to 

rescue his chosen ones from their own sinfulness.  In fact, God's 

plan for the events of this week was first announce d as a promise 

in the Garden of Eden.  And it was announced after Adam and Eve had 

decided to side with the serpent against their crea tor.  God tells 

Adam and Eve and the serpent what their fate is goi ng to be.  

They're all kind of lined up waiting to hear "their  sentence" and 

as he's telling them their sentence, he makes this very cryptic 



statement to the serpent, he says this in Genesis 3:14 , he says:  

The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have  done this, 

cursed are you above all livestock and above all be asts of the 

field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you sha ll eat all the 

days of your life.  I will put enmity between you a nd the woman, 

and between your offspring and her offspring; he sh all bruise your 

head, and you shall bruise his heel."   God tells the serpent that 

for all time there's going to be enmity between his  offspring and 

the woman's and that at some point her offspring wi ll bruise the 

head of the serpent while the serpent's offspring b ruises his heel.  

I wouldn't blame you if you look at that and said w hat in the world 

is that?  But what God was saying here in very poet ic language was 

that for all time there was going to be this enmity  that existed 

between the serpent's offspring which is the powers  of darkness and 

the woman's offspring which was to be the Lord Jesu s Christ.  You 

have to remember something here, something that I t hink is 

incredible.  It's that Jesus came into the world th rough the agency 

of only one human being.  That human being was a wo man.  I mean, 

think of the honor that God has bestowed on women.  They were the 

agency through which God became flesh.  There was n o human male 

involved whatsoever in God becoming man.  Mary was overshadowed by 

the Holy Spirit and thus began her pregnancy that e nded in Jesus's 

birth.  Jesus was the baby that would be the serpen t's undoing.  If 

you remember, Herod, the very beginning, remember H erod's desperate 



attempt to kill the baby Jesus?  Herod's part of th e offspring of 

the serpent.  Herod's somebody who knew what a thre at that Jesus 

was.  You see, the serpent's destruction would not be from anything 

other than Mary's offspring, the Lord Jesus Christ.   Hence, there 

would be enmity between the serpent's offspring and  the woman's 

offspring.  In fact, in 1 John 3:8  it says:  The reason the son of 

God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.   See, the cross 

itself, as brutal and as awful as it was, would be only a temporary 

bruising of Jesus's heel that would occur as he was  crushing the 

serpent's head.  

Now, I imagine most of you have seen Mel Gibson's The Passion of 

the Christ.  If you've seen that, if you remember back at the ve ry 

beginning of it you see a filmmaker's interpretatio n of how that 

prophesy played itself out.  If you remember, the m ovie opens with 

this horrific portrayal of this fog-shrouded darkne ss of the garden 

of Gethsemane, and there's Jesus in his agony and h e's praying and 

at some point as Jesus is praying, the snake begins  to slither out 

over his limbs and Jesus is absolutely aware knowin g that the cross 

is about to unfold, he rises to his feet and he sto mps on the head 

of the snake.  See, the cross was Jesus's answer to  a promise made 

by his Father in the Garden of Eden.  Think about t his just for a 

second.  Rather than the cross being this whole ser ies of 

unfortunate events, understand that as something pl anned out by God 



the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit fr om the moment we 

in the form of Adam and Eve messed up.  I mean, whe n you start to 

wonder about the love of God, realize that he plann ed to offer up 

his life for yours even before he laid the foundati ons of the 

earth.  God knew that to give us the freedom to cho ose him, he 

would have to give us the opportunity to reject him  as well, and 

this is precisely what Adam and Eve did.  You know,  they sided with 

the serpent.  They sided with the serpent against t he God who had 

given them everything with only one proviso:  They would not eat 

from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, bu t instead they 

believed the serpent when he told them that God was  withholding 

from them the chance to be like he was.  So thinkin g they could 

become like God, they disobeyed God and thus gave u p everything 

about them that was like God.  And now as fallen cr eatures, they 

were estranged from the very God who had created th em.  But you 

know, when Adam and Eve rebelled against God, God w as not taken by 

surprise.  He immediately started implementing the plan that would 

rescue us from our own folly.  It was a plan that i nvolved God 

becoming one of us, living the life that he intende d each of us to 

live, and then dying in our place as a sacrifice fo r our sins.  You 

know, you want to talk about -- talk about planning .  All of human 

history that flowed from that mess up in the Garden  of Eden was 

pointing to one single event, and it all started wi th Palm Sunday. 



Now, many years after the fall of Adam another even t took place 

whose significance again would only be established at the cross.  

Mankind from Adam onward continued in his sin and h is rebellion and 

his just walking away from God, I mean, after all, Adam's first two 

children, Cain and Abel, they were the perpetrator and the victim 

of the very first murder.  Mankind grew so wicked t hat God wiped 

them out except for Noah and his family, and then a fter they had 

reestablished themselves, the rebellion that had no w become part of 

their nature reasserted itself at the Tower of Babe l.  And so God 

separated all of us into different groups based on the confusion of 

language that he sent to us, but in the midst of th at judgment, God 

still had a plan.  Again, it was a plan that unfold ed, starting 

with Palm Sunday.  And the plan involved a picture.   You see, God 

had called this guy, just a guy, a man named Abram,  he called him 

out of Ur of the Chaldees and said you, you are goi ng to be the 

one.  He told this man that he would create an enti re nation from 

his loins and that the nation would become a nation  of priests who 

would demonstrate to the world that God was a holy God and that 

mankind was in rebellion to him.  But again, even a t that stage God 

had a plan to reconcile man to himself.  You see wh at he did is he 

designed a whole series of sacrifices in which the blood of an 

animal would be used to cover those who came to God  acknowledging 

their sin.  And what God is doing here is he's star ting to paint a 

picture that would only be completed by his son and  his death on 



the cross.  And so over and over again, God is reit erating to the 

Jewish people that the only way that sin will be ta ken care of was 

through the shedding of blood.  And God made it ver y clear saying 

in Leviticus 17:11:  For the life of the flesh is in t he blood, and 

I have given it for you on the altar to make atonem ent for your 

souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.   You 

know, God would go on to make this great nation out  of Abram 

turning his name into Abraham and the very history would point to 

the absolute importance of this shed blood of an in nocent lamb. 

Now if you follow the history of Israel, you know t hat at some 

point in history they became enslaved in Egypt.  Al l of this was by 

design.  All of this was part of the planning that led directly to 

Palm Sunday.  All of God's efforts to free his peop le from slavery 

were painting an elaborate picture of what God was actually going 

to do in order to free his people from slavery to s in, and again 

it's directly connected to Palm Sunday.  Now unders tand, Palm 

Sunday is a celebration of the triumphant entry of Jesus into 

Jerusalem.  And the reason why his entry was so tri umphant was 

because Jerusalem was fil led, it was filled to over flowing because 

the people of Israel had gathered to celebrate an e vent.  That 

event was known as the Passover.  Now, Passover was  a time of 

celebration commemorating what God had done to free  the Jews in 

Egypt.  I mean, most of you knew that the Jews were  under the 



domination of the Egyptians for over 400 years and that God had 

raised up Moses as this leader who would lead the I sraelites out of 

Egypt to the promised land.  We know about these di fferent 

confrontations that took place between Moses and Ph araoh, Moses 

confronts him with a demand that God let his people  go and Pharaoh 

repeatedly refuses.  God sends a plague, Pharaoh re lents, Pharaoh 

changes his mind, he refuses to allow the Jews to l eave Egypt.  

Pharaoh once again gets hit with another plague.  G od sends another 

and then another, and then a confrontation continue s through nine 

different plagues ranging from flies to boils to fr ogs to blood to 

darkness and hail.  We know the story.  Moses says,  "Let my people 

go," and Pharaoh says okay, okay, I' ll let your peo ple go, and then 

he reneges and he refuses to let them go.  Finally Moses gets to 

the place where he's ready to give out the tenth pl ague, and he 

tells Pharaoh if he doesn't let God's people go, Go d's going to 

send the angel of death to take the life of the fir stborn of all of 

Egypt.  Well, when Pharaoh refuses, God sends the a ngel of death to 

kill the firstborn of all the Egyptians.  And befor e that angel 

comes, he gives specific instructions to the Jews i n Egypt as to 

how to protect themselves from this coming destruct ion.  This is 

what he says in Exodus 12:21 , it says:  Then Moses called all the 

elders of Israel and said to them, "Go and select l ambs for 

yourselves according to your clans, and kill the Pa ssover lamb.  

Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood that  is in the 



basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts w ith the blood 

that is in the basin.  None of you shall go out of the door of his 

house until the morning.  For the LORD will pass th rough to strike 

the Egyptians, and when he sees the blood on the li ntel and on the 

two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and  will not allow 

the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you.  You shall 

observe this rite as a statute for you and your son s forever."   

So they were to take a lamb, they were slaughter it  and smear its 

blood over their doorposts and lintels, and all of this, 

understand, is to paint a picture.  It 's to paint a  picture that 

would not be complete for hundreds of years.  It wo uld not be 

complete until Christ went to the cross.  So God is  telling his 

people if they obey and when the angel of death com es into Egypt, 

it would pass over their household because it was p rotected by 

blood.  Hence the name Passover.  And so the Jews o beyed God and 

the angel of death swept into Egypt killing the fir stborn of all of 

Egypt not protected by the blood and of course this  was the plague 

that broke Pharaoh's will.  This was the plague tha t wound up 

setting the Israelites free.  

Well, centuries later on that very first Palm Sunda y, everybody's 

gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the fact that Go d had saved all 

of the Jews who obeyed him by hiding them under the  protection of 



the blood of a lamb.  What they didn't realize is t here was a 

picture that was beginning to unfold.  And what I w ant us to see 

here is the exquisite detail that God put in to pla nning the events 

that started with Palm Sunday.  There was this prom ise I just said 

made in the Garden of Eden that one day the offspri ng of the woman 

would crush the offspring of the serpent, but there  was also this 

painted picture of the lamb whose blood would prote ct and save.  

Now I opened up our text this morning, our message this morning 

with this text from John 12 .  It said:  The next day the large 

crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus w as coming to 

Jerusalem.   Well, the feast they all were coming for was the 

Passover, and that was not by coincidence.  You see , I want you to 

view the cross the way God viewed the cross, as som ething God the 

Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit had pl anned for 

centuries before it would actually take place.  I w ant you to 

understand that Jesus knew precisely what he was do ing when he 

entered Jerusalem triumphantly and that he knew to the exact moment 

every single event that would unfold, how it would unfold, and what 

significance it would have, not just for that day b ut for the 

future even unto this day.  You know, the timetable  of Jesus's 

entry into Jerusalem was absolutely precise.  Jesus ' sacrifice of 

his own blood was to be timed to the great Passover  celebrations 

that were going to be taking place during this very  week.  Here's 



the picture that God was trying to paint.  See, as thousands of 

these Jewish families are gathering to celebrate th eir Passover, 

little would they realize that the very act their P assover 

symbolized is going to be played out right in their  midst.  

To allow the full impact of the symbolism of Passov er, you have to 

understand a statement first that was made by John the Baptist when 

Jesus came to him asking to be baptized.  And again  at this point 

in history, remember the nation of Israel has had f or literally 

thousands of years been slaughtering lambs and usin g their blood to 

cover their sin to save them from death.  But cover ing sin is not 

the same as forgiving it.  And God made it clear th at it was 

nothing inherently redemptive in the blood of an an imal and that 

the covering of sin by that blood would be a symbol ic act that just 

demonstrated the faith of the one who was trusting God for his 

deliverance.  Hebrews 10  says:  For it is impossible for the blood 

of bulls and goats to take away sins.   See, the blood of the 

Passover lamb was only a picture, but it was a pict ure of the blood 

that was going to be shed for sin, and God took gre at pains to 

leave no doubt as to whose blood that was going to be.  There's 

this magnificent statement made by John the Baptist  when he sees 

Jesus coming toward him to be baptized, and John th e Baptist 

speaking like a prophet makes this statement in John 1:29 , he says:  

"Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of  the world!"   



You see in that one very public statement, John the  Baptist 

identifies what all the thousands of lambs sacrific ed over hundreds 

and hundreds of years were all pointing to.  The en tire sacrificial 

system of the Old Testament was designed to paint a  picture of the 

one great sacrifice that God himself would make for  his children.  

Jesus was the lamb of God.  You know, people consta ntly think of 

Jesus as coming to this planet to be a great teache r or maybe a 

great philosopher a great example of what it 's like  to live your 

life to the fullest and he was all of those.  But t hat wasn't the 

purpose that he came for.  I mean the purpose that was laid out all 

the way back in the Garden of Eden to Adam and Eve was that he was 

there to crush the serpent's head.  The only way to  do that, the 

only way to literally take away the power of death that the serpent 

had over all of us is a power rooted in the perfect ion of God's 

justice that could not allow sin to go unpunished.  Well, the only 

way to deal with that was to deal with it directly on the cross.  

That power was crushed when the Lamb of God who tak es away the sins 

of the world allowed Roman soldiers to open up his veins and let 

his perfect blood spill out on to the ground.  You see, it is 

beyond astounding to realize the exquisiteness of t he timing of 

Christ's crucifixion.  At the precise moment that J esus's blood is 

being shed on the cross, thousands of lambs all acr oss Jerusalem 

were having their blood shed in order to reenact th e symbolism of 

that Passover night.  Thousands of families had no idea that that 



night there would be perfectly picturing the sacrif ice that Jesus 

was about to endure.  And anyone who by faith took refuge under the 

blood of an innocent lamb would be saved from the a ngel of death.  

And here on the cross was the Lamb of God at the ve ry same time 

shedding his blood to save all those who placed the ir faith in him 

from death.  

It is stunning how exquisitely the timing and the s ymbolism come 

together in the horror of the cross, but that's not  the only 

example of how precise and how choreographed this s acrifice was.  I 

mean, not only was it promised in the Garden of Ede n, not only was 

it perfectly pictured in the Passover but it was al so stated 

prophetically in numerical fashion in the book of D aniel.  Nothing 

attests to the precision of the way this grand sacr ifice was 

planned and executed than the prophesy made by Dani el centuries 

before the event even took place.  Now we've been s tudying the book 

of Daniel and one thing we've learned is that it's a book of 

prophetic predictions that were so accurate that pe ople now for the 

last couple hundred years have claimed that it was a fraud, they 

just said it's way too accurate, it has to have bee n a fake because 

nothing could be that accurate.  Well, there's a pr ediction in the 

book of Daniel that relates directly to Palm Sunday .  You see, 

Daniel had been studying his Bible, and he was read ing the prophet 

Jeremiah and he became convinced that his people we re nearing the 



end of their captivity of 70 years, and so he began  praying and 

fasting in earnest, confessing the sinfulness of hi s people, asking 

God for forgiveness on behalf of his people, and wh ile he's 

praying, scripture says the angel of Gabriel came t o pay him a 

visit.  This is what he told Daniel.  This is Daniel 9:25 .  He 

said:  Know therefore and understand that from the going o ut of the 

word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming o f an anointed 

one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks.  Then fo r sixty-two 

weeks it shall be built again with squares and mote , but in a 

troubled time.  And after the sixty-two weeks, an a nointed one 

shall be cut off and shall have nothing."   Well, the angel had laid 

out a timetable that told Daniel the exact date of Palm Sunday, of 

the first Palm Sunday, the precise day when the Mes siah that is the 

anointed one would enter Jerusalem.  Now understand , figuring this 

out can get very, very complicated and to reduce it  to its simplist 

terms, the angel said there were going to be 69 wee ks of years.  69 

weeks of years from the rebuilding of Jerusalem to the coming of 

Messiah who would be cut off and killed.  Well, 69 weeks of years 

is 69 times 7, that's 483 years from Jerusalem's bu ilding, 

rebuilding to Jesus's triumphal entry.  Now I don't  have the time 

to go into any of the depth here, but many scholars  have, if you 

just Google the 70 weeks of Daniel, you'll see an e normous amount 

of information that's been assembled about how prec isely God's 

timetable for this event was laid out.  God said th ere would be 69 



weeks of years from the time of the start of the re building of 

Jerusalem to the very day when Jesus would enter th e town riding on 

a donkey.  And by the ancient calendar, that is usi ng the Julian 

calendar, that comes out to 173,880 days.  This is astounding to me 

the precision of this, but these scholars can demon strate that 

173,880 days to the exact day after this prophesy w as made, Jesus 

was sitting on a donkey outside the gates of Jerusa lem.  

I mean the promise had been made in the Garden of E den, the picture 

had been demonstrated countless times in the Passov er, the prophesy 

had come down to one specific day identified 173,88 0 days before.  

The precision of this prophesy is breathtaking.  An d make no 

mistake about it, Jesus knew precisely what day it was to be.  I 

mean at numerous times during his ministry he refer red to a very 

precise timetable and his adherence to it was absol utely 

impeccable.  If you remember near the end of his mi nistry, Jesus's 

own brothers insisted that he go to a feast.  They wanted him to 

publicly demonstrate who he was because at this poi nt even they 

didn't believe in him and they just wanted to kind of force the 

issue by a public display of his power, but the tim etable wasn't 

right.  It was not the right time and Jesus refused  to go.  This 

wasn't the Passover feast, this was the Feast of Bo oths.  Now 

Jesus's own family, understand, their family is clu eless.  But 

Jesus knew exactly where and when he was going to p resent himself 



as a sacrifice because he knew he was on a very str ict timetable.  

This is the incident as it's laid out in John 7 , it says this, it 

says:  Now the Jews' Feast of Booths was at hand, so his b rothers 

said to him, "Leave here and go to Judea, that your  disciples may 

also see the works you are doing.  For no one works  in secret if he 

seeks to be known openly.  If you do these things, show yourself to 

the world."  For not even his brothers believed in him.  Jesus said 

to them, "My time has not yet come, but your time i s always here.  

The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify about 

it, that its works are evil.  You go up to the feas t.  I'm not 

going up to this feast for my time has not yet full y come."   

See, Jesus knew to the exact day when his time woul d fully come.  I 

mean, he knew it would never be at the festival of booths.  He knew 

that it had to be during the Passover celebration i n order to 

fulfil l what the Passover was all about.  And when that day came, 

he identified it, and he willingly stepped into it.   Listen to what 

he said in Matthew 26:18:  He said, "Go into the city to a cer tain 

man and say to him, 'The Teacher says, My time is a t hand.  I will 

keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.' "   You see what 

Jesus is doing here?  As Jesus is entering into Jer usalem, we see 

the promise being fulfil led, we see the picture bei ng perfectly 

drawn, we see the prophesies being perfectly fulfil led, and it 

wasn't just the "when" of a precise date.  There wa s also the 



exquisite precision of the "how" part of Palm Sunda y.  We know from 

Zechariah 9:9 how the Messiah would present himself  to Jerusalem.  

See, hundreds of years earlier, the prophet Zechari ah said this in 

Zechariah 9:9:  "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zio n!  Shout, O 

daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold, your King is come t o you; He is 

just and having salvation.  Lowly and riding on a d onkey, a colt, 

the foal of a donkey."   See, Daniel and Zechariah had prophesied 

when and how this very moment would take place.  Je sus made sure it 

would happen that way.  I mean, remember our script ure this 

morning.  This is what I opened up with, I said -- this is verse 

14:  And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is 

written, "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, 

sitting on a donkey's colt!"   

Jesus made certain of every single detail.  I mean,  you talk about 

precision.  We tend to think of Palm Sunday as this  series of 

chance encounters, oh, look, Jesus, here's a donkey .  Why don't you 

hop on that?  Nothing could have been further from the truth.  This 

was Jesus's instruction to his disciples as he prep ared to enter 

Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  This is from Mark's gosp el.  This is 

Mark 11.  It says:  Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to 

Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesu s sent two of 

his disciples and said to them, "Go into the villag e in front of 

you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on 



which no one has ever sat.  Untie it and bring it.  If anyone says 

to you, 'Why are you doing this?' say, 'The Lord ha s need of it and 

will send it back here immediately.'"  And they wen t away and found 

a colt tied at a door outside in the street and the y untied it.  

And some of those standing there said to them, "Wha t are you doing, 

untying the colt?"  And they told them what Jesus h ad said, and 

they let them go.  And they brought the colt to Jes us and threw 

their cloaks on it, and he sat on it.   

Okay.  Couple quick questions.  How did Jesus know that there was a 

colt tied outside in a village they had never yet e ntered?  How did 

he know no one had ever ridden on it?  How did he k now the owner 

would let it go merely by hearing the words of the disciples saying 

the master needs it?  Well, the answer to those que stions is 

simple.  Jesus was no ordinary man.  This was God i n the flesh.  

This was God in the flesh fulfill ing a promise he h ad made in the 

Garden of Eden painting a picture that Israel had p ainted thousands 

and thousands of times before in the Passover, fulf ill ing the 

prophesies of time in Daniel and style in Zechariah  by entering 

Jerusalem on a donkey.  

Matthew's gospel describes the event this way.  It ' s a slightly 

different -- slightly different view.  He says this :  Now when they 

drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to th e Mount of 



Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to th em, "Go into the 

village in front of you, and immediately you will f ind a donkey 

tied, and a colt with her.  Untie them and bring th em to me.  If 

anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lo rd needs them,' 

and he will send them at once.  This took place to fulfil l what was 

spoken by the prophet, saying, "Say to the daughter  of Zion, 

'Behold, your king is coming to you humble and moun ted on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.'"  The di sciples went and 

did as Jesus had directed them.  

You see, we've grown so used to hearing the Palm Su nday story that 

I think we forget to picture what it was Jesus was really doing 

here.  You see, he was entering into the city and t here was a way 

that you're supposed to triumphantly enter into a c ity, it 's the 

way that the generals always used to do it when the y had won a war 

when they were going in to demonstrate their comple te victory, they 

would be on the biggest, badest stallion you could ever find.  The 

whole idea of a triumphal entry was something that Jesus is turning 

on its head.  He's spinning it upside down.  He rod e into Jerusalem 

not on a -- even a full grown donkey but on a baby donkey that 

nobody had ever ridden before.  The picture is the exact opposite 

of what you would expect to be a depiction of trium ph.  In fact 

it's almost humiliating to imagine Jesus, the king of the universe, 

at the time of his greatest triumph plodding along on this little 



baby donkey.  You know, Matthew's gospel concludes:   This took 

place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, sa ying, "Say to 

the daughter of Zion, 'Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, 

and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a b east of 

burden.'"  The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.   

They did what Jesus asked them but they had no idea  why.  Again, I 

want to refer to the scripture that I opened with t his morning and 

it ends with this statement in verse 16, it says:  His disciples 

did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was 

glorified, then they remembered that these things h ad been written 

about him and had been done to him.   

See, so much of what Jesus did among and for his di sciples was 

utterly lost on them during his time with them.  Th ey simply could 

not appreciate the enormity of who he was and what he was doing for 

them, and so it is with us.  You see, if you are a child of God, if 

you are one of his sheep, pause for a moment and co nsider how 

blessed you are.  I mean you're the recipient of a promise that God 

made in the Garden of Eden that the offspring of th e woman would 

crush the offspring of the serpent.  You are the be neficiary of 

thousands and thousands of Passover lambs shedding their blood to 

paint a picture of the Lamb of God who would take a way the sin of 

the world, who would take away your sin on the cros s.  You are also 

the result of the prophesies made in time by Daniel  that God was so 



set and so certain of his plan that he could say 17 3,880 days 

before it would take place precisely what day it wo uld be, and 

Jesus would announce it by saying:  "My time is at hand.  I will 

keep the Passover at your house with my disciples,"  and then humbly 

present himself going into Jerusalem on a colt, the  foal of a 

donkey.  

One thing I think we've established here and that i s that Jesus 

knew with absolute precision exactly what was unfol ding and that 

nothing, absolutely nothing down to the very last d etail was by 

chance.  What Jesus was stepping into was the most hideous and 

terrifying battle that would ever take place.  God himself is going 

to be stretched to God's maximum, not for his sake,  but for ours. 

You know, we spent this -- this Sunday, Palm Sunday  kind of looking 

at all of the externals that Jesus accomplished in order to pay for 

the sins of the sheep that he would call.  Next Sun day, Easter 

Sunday, we're going to look at the internal battle that was about 

to take place, and before that we have this Good Fr iday service 

that's a great introduction as to what that was all  about.  I hope 

you all come to that 'cause it's going to be a bles sed time.  We're 

going to see that God himself would become your sin , God would 

become my sin, he would offer himself up to the jus tice of God in 

order to secure forever our release from the penalt y of sin.  And 



again, it says very clearly, Jesus' disciples did n ot understand 

these things at first.  I submit to you neither do we.  I also 

submit to you that it will take all of eternity for  us to fully 

understand "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 

life."   Let's pray.  

Father, I just -- I marvel, I marvel at the incredi ble precision of 

what took place during the events that flowed from Palm Sunday.  We 

just see what was taking place, we see the promise in the garden, 

we see the picture that was painted by all of those  different 

Passovers, we see the prophesies laid out in Daniel , laid out in 

Zechariah, and we see what you, God, was doing ever y single thing 

according to a precisely laid out timetable.  We th ank you for the 

love that went into it, we thank you for the sacrif ice that went 

into it, and we pray, Lord, this week especially th at we would be 

tuned in and sensitive to the opportunities that we  have to share 

this good news with others who don't have any sense  of what it is 

you've done.  And I pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen . 


