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Message:  A Chaotic World Under Christ’s Control, Part 3
Text:  Habakkuk 3:1-19 

Introduction

  A.   Because chaos appears to be the new normal in our world, in our political institutions, in 
our cultural values, practices, definitions, it seem good for us to hear from our Lord what
He had to say to His people Israel whose country and culture were deteriorating into
corruption, chaos, and destruction 600 years before the coming of Christ. 

  B.  The last two weeks within the first two chapters from God’s prophet Habakkuk, we’ve seen
the prophet plead with God to deal with the sin, corruption, chaos, murder that was
causing the crumbling of the very foundations of his country and culture.  He asks ...

Habakkuk 1:2  How long, O LORD, will I call for help, and You will not hear? I cry out
to You, "Violence!" Yet You do not save.  Why do You make me see iniquity, and cause 3

me to look on wickedness? Yes, destruction and violence are before me; Strife exists and
contention arises.  Therefore the law is ignored and justice is never upheld. For the 4

wicked surround the righteous; Therefore justice comes out perverted. 

    B.  God's response - I am raising up the mighty and ungodly Chaldeans to invade Judah.  You 
would not believe this, because I formerly subdued such nations under your feet.

Habakkuk 1:5  "Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! Because I
am doing something in your days-- you would not believe if you were told.  "For 6

behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that fierce and impetuous people who march
throughout the earth to seize dwelling places which are not theirs. ...  ... They laugh at10

every fortress and heap up rubble to capture it.  "Then they will sweep through like the 11

wind and pass on. ...." 

  C.  Perplexed and distressed by God’s answer, Habakkuk issues a second question of complaint 
to God - How can a holy God use the wicked Chaldeans to crush those more righteous
than they, and will they continue to proper without Your punishing them?

Habakkuk 1:13  Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, and You can not look on
wickedness with favor. Why do You look with favor on those who deal
treacherously? Why are You silent when the wicked swallow up those more
righteous than they? ...  Will they therefore empty their net and continually slay 17

nations without sparing? 

  D.  God answers Habakkuk with 5 statements of “woe” upon the Babylonian invaders, 5 
indictments of their sin for which they will be punished appropriately.  E.g., 2:6-8 The 
plunderer will be plundered.



Habakkuk 2:6   "...  'Woe to him who increases what is not his-- ...  "Because you 8

have looted many nations, all the remainder of the peoples will loot you-- because of
human bloodshed and violence done to the land, to the town and all its inhabitants. 

 
  E.  But where does this leave the righteous, like Habakkuk, who truly put their faith in the Lord 

as their God and Savior?  Where does this leave us today who also put our faith in the 
Lord, now revealed to us in the person of God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ?

  F.  God gives believers three things to consider in chapter 2 before teaching us in chapter 3 how 
to respond.

      1.  The righteous by his faith will live.

Habakkuk 2:4  "Behold, as for the proud one, his soul is not right within him; but the
righteous will live by his faith. 

      2.  God’s purpose in indicting and punishing the wicked is to remove them from the face of 
the earth in the fire of His eternal judgment so that His faithful ones will inherit a new 
earth filled with the glory of the Lord in which the righteous will remain, and bask, and 
rejoice in their Savior.

Habakkuk 2:12   "Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed and founds a town with
violence!  "Is it not indeed from the LORD of hosts that peoples toil for fire, and nations 13

grow weary for nothing?  "For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 14

glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 

      3.  Between now and then, the Lord (Yahweh) is in sovereign control over the chaos and the 
intermediate judgments on our sinful community, country, culture, world, as well as our 
individual lives.  So stop pushing back, stop striving against what He has appointed, stop 
questioning His justice, goodness, wisdom.  Be respectfully silent, submissive before 
Him.

    Habakkuk 2:20   "But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth be silent
before Him." 

Psalm 11:3   If the foundations are destroyed, What can the righteous do?"  The 4

LORD is in His holy temple; the LORD'S throne is in heaven; His eyes
behold, His eyelids test the sons of men. 

a.  “Yahweh” is the name God gave to His once crucified, now resurrected Son Jesus.

b.  Sovereign control over all things in heaven and earth have been given to Jesus, which 
is why we entitled this series, A Chaotic World Under Christ’s Control.  This is 
depicted in metaphorical visions in Revelation.



Revelation 5:1  I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book
written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.  And I saw a strong 2

angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book and to
break its seals?"   ...   And I saw between the throne (with the four living 6

creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  And 7

He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 

Revelation 6:1   Then I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and I
heard one of the four living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, "Come." 2

I looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown
was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.  When He broke 3

the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, "Come."  And another, 4

a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it was granted to take peace from
the earth, and that men would slay one another; and a great sword was given to
him.

Revelation 6:7   When the Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the
fourth living creature saying, "Come."  I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and 8

he who sat on it had the name Death; and Hades was following with him.
Authority was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with
famine and with pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth.  When the Lamb 9

broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been
slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had
maintained; 

  G.  How shall we then live?  Habakkuk’s hymn of submission to the will and workings of God 
is not merely his peculiar way of dealing with life’s difficulties, but a road map for all 
who walk by faith in the Lord to follow, for it was given to the choir director to lead all of 
God’s people in a God-honoring response of faith in the Lord.

Habakkuk 3:1  A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigionoth.

Psalm 7:1   A Shiggaion of David, which he sang to the LORD

Habakkuk 3:19   For the choir director, on my stringed instruments. 

I.  3:2       We pray for God’s mercy.

Habakkuk 3:2   Lord, I have heard the report about You and I fear. O LORD, revive Your
work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make it known; In wrath (rogez)
remember mercy. 



  A.  What God has reported of His intentions to judge Israel causes Habakkuk to fear God.  As 
God judged nations righteously in the past, may He do so now - in the midst of the years.

  B.  Righteous wrath against sin is an aspect of God’s character, but not the only aspect.  Mercy 
is a wonderful aspect, without which we would all be consumed.

      1.  Not only will the wicked in Israel be punished by the coming Babylonian invasion, but the 
righteous will suffer as well.  E.g., Daniel (and friends), Ezekiel, Jeremiah.

      2.  And so Habakkuk asks God in the midst of His wrath that causes all of us to “tremble” 
(rogez), to remember His mercy that regardless of circumstances provides salvation to 
those who fear Him.

Luke 1:50   "AND HIS MERCY IS UPON GENERATION AFTER GENERATION
TOWARD THOSE WHO FEAR HIM.” 

II.  3:3-7       We recall and affirm God’s sovereign power in coming to judge the nations.

Habakkuk 3:3   God comes from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah.
His splendor covers the heavens, and the earth is full of His praise.  His radiance is like 4

the sunlight; He has rays flashing from His hand, And there is the hiding of His power. 5

Before Him goes pestilence, and plague comes after Him.  He stood and surveyed the 6

earth; He looked and startled the nations. Yes, the perpetual mountains were
shattered, the ancient hills collapsed. His ways are everlasting.  I saw the tents of 7

Cushan under distress, the tent curtains of the land of Midian were trembling. 

  A.  Recalling imagery from when God came with His sovereign power to deliver His people
from Egypt and lead them to the promised land, subduing the nations before Him,
Habakkuk reaffirms God’s present sovereign power over all nations.  And so we do not
turn in unbelief to other gods or solutions to challenging circumstances under the Lord’s
control.

  B.  Teman and Mount Paran were on the route of Israel’s exodus to the promised land with God
going before them.  Cushan and Midian were peoples were opponents whom God
defeated.

III.  3:8-15    We recall and affirm God’s holy justice in His coming as a Divine Warrior to 
judge the nations.

  A.  God is a Divine Warrior, who judges the nations for the ultimate salvation of His people, as 
Israel sang on the eastern side of the Red Sea.

Habakkuk 3:8   Did the LORD rage against the rivers, or was Your anger against the
rivers, or was Your wrath against the sea, that You rode on Your horses, on Your
chariots of salvation?  Your bow was made bare, .... 9



Exodus 15:3   "The LORD is a warrior; The LORD is His name.  "Pharaoh's chariots 4

and his army He has cast into the sea .... 
  
  B.  His warfare, unlike Babylon’s, is righteous, punishing evil and saving the righteous.

Habakkuk 3:12   In indignation You marched through the earth; In anger You trampled
the nations.  You went forth for the salvation of Your people, for the salvation of 13

Your anointed. You struck the head of the house of the evil to lay him open from
thigh to neck. Selah.

IV.  3:16   We humbly accept whatever sufferings, sorrows, trials, difficulties God appoints 
for us to endure. 

Habakkuk 3:16   I heard and my inward parts trembled, at the sound my lips
quivered. Decay enters my bones, and in my place I tremble. Because I must wait
quietly for the day of distress, for the people to arise who will invade us. 

   A.  We follow the Lord by faith versus following our very human feelings, even as did Jesus in 
the garden as He faced God’s wrath upon the cross.

Luke 22:44   And being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became
like drops of blood, falling down upon the ground. 

  B.  Humbly accepting God’s appointments, we quiet our souls before the Lord as He carries out 
His wise and righteous purposes, without complaint or push back.

Habakkuk 3:16 ... Because I must wait quietly for the day of distress, for the people
to arise who will invade us. 

Psalm 131:1   O LORD, my heart is not proud, nor my eyes haughty; nor do I involve
myself in great matters, or in things too difficult for me.  Surely I have composed and 2

quieted my soul; Like a weaned child rests against his mother, my soul is like a weaned
child within me.  O Israel, hope in the LORD from this time forth and forever.  3

  C.    Humbly accepting God’s appointments, we wait for Him faithfully and do not shrink back 
from doing the will of the Lord.

Hebrews 10:35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.
 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may36

receive what was promised.  FOR YET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS 37

COMING WILL COME, AND WILL NOT DELAY.  BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE 38

SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO
PLEASURE IN HIM.  But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of 39

those who have faith to the preserving of the soul. 



V.  3:17,18 We exalt and rejoice in the Lord Who saves us regardless of tragic and failing
circumstances.

Habakkuk 3:17   Though the fig tree should not blossom and there be no fruit on the
vines, though the yield of the olive should fail and the fields produce no food, though the
flock should be cut off from the fold and there be no cattle in the stalls,  yet I will exult 18

in the LORD, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation. 

  A.  Israel had largely and agricultural economy.  The invasion would devastate the land.  An 
equivalent to our economy might be, “though the stock market crash and our retirement 
and investment accounts yield no return, though our jobs and health insurance are lost and 
we lose our home, though our children can’t go to college ...

  B.  What circumstances can’t take from believers is our present and future saving relationship 
with the Lord, which gives us cause for rejoicing.

VI.  3:19   We draw our strength and vitality to endure from the Lord

Habakkuk 3:19   The Lord GOD is my strength, and He has made my feet like hinds'
feet, and makes me walk on my high places. 

Psalm 18:32  The God who girds me with strength and makes my way blameless.  He 33

makes my feet like hinds' feet, and sets me upon my high places. 

  A.  High places are places of safety.

  B.  Sure footed and tireless by God’s grace, the righteous are led to eternal safety by Christ.

Conclusion

  A.  Yes, chaos appears to be all too normal in our world, but it is not because our world is 
spinning out of control to our destruction, believers in Christ.  This chaotic world is under
Christ’s control - the wars, murders, plagues, famines, deaths, martyrdom of His people
as we see pictured in Revelation 6.

  B.  But what God has also given into Christ’s hand is to execute God’s will for Him to return in 
righteous wrath to judge and punish the nations.

Revelation 6:12   I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon
became like blood;  and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe 13

figs when shaken by a great wind.  The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled 14

up, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.  Then the kings of 15

the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every
slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; 16



and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence
of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;  for the great day of 17

their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?" 

  C.  Who is able to stand when Christ returns?

  Habakkuk 2:4   "Behold, as for the proud one, his soul is not right within him; but the
righteous will live by his faith. 

  D.  Christ will hear their prayers, - and they will receive mercy on that day! 

  Habakkuk 3:2 “In wrath remember mercy.” 

  E.  So in the midst of the chaos, in spite of the chaos, exult in the Lord, rejoice in the God of our 
salvation!
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