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Introduction 

1. Revelation 17–19 are an expansion of the bowl judgments of chapter 16 (note Ezek. 23:28). 

“The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God 

remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his 

wrath” (16:19). 

2. These chapters detail God’s judgment on first-century Jerusalem for breaking covenant, 

killing the prophets and, finally, crucifying the Son, Jesus (Luke 20:9–18).  

3. The more I study the Word, the more I am convinced that this interpretation is correct. 

Babylon, in John’s day, was Jerusalem, and the beast on which she rode was Rome. 

a. Jerusalem was destroyed by Rome (17:17) in A.D. 70 and was burned (19:3) in one day 

(swiftly, 18:8, 10).  

b. Thus, the prayer of the martyred saints (6:10) was answered (19:2). 

4. The first verses of chapter 19 return our attention to heaven and the rejoicing over the great 

victories of the Lord in advancing His kingdom purposes in the earth. 

a. This advancement involves judgments (v. 2), a subject not popular in the modern church.  

b. The success and elevation of the great King (v. 6) via the announcement of His coming 

marriage (vv. 7, 8). 

c. Note the hallelujahs used here (vv. 1, 3, 6). 

I. The Focus 

1. The celebration in the verses before us must not be mistaken as the end of the age or as 

events immediately preceding Christ’s second coming. 

2. The primary focus of this section is to encourage the suffering saints that victory is theirs 

and that victory’s manifestation will come when God’s work is finished. 

3. This work is detailed, using symbolic language (vv. 9–21), for what will be accomplished in 

the Christian era after the destruction of Babylon. 

4. The connection of the announcement (vv. 6–8) with the verses following has to do with the 

success of Christ’s mission in the church as it relates to the failure of natural Israel, 

evidenced in her judgment (chapters 17 and 18). 

5. The space given to Babylon’s judgment speaks to the greatness of Israel’s treason and hatred 

for her God (Ezek. 16:59; 17:19; 23:1–3; harlotry is symbolic for covenant-breaking). 

II. God’s Purpose 

1. The simple purpose in God’s call of Abraham is this: “In you all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). 

a. The blessing relates to God’s being known to and His salvation being declared to all 

nations (Psa. 67:1, 2; Isa. 12:1–6). 



b. Thus, the purpose of God was that, through His people, His name and His fame might be 

declared throughout the earth. Natural Israel failed (1 Thess. 2:14–16). 

2. Israel’s failure, judgment, and rejection has not detoured God’s purpose in the least. 

a. As we saw last week, Jesus became the true Israel, fulfilling God’s will and purpose (Isa. 

42:6; 49:5, 6). 

b. Next week we will trace the true Israel’s success as recorded in 19:9–21. 

III. Brides Compared 

1. There are two Jerusalems (Gal. 4:22–31; Heb. 12:22–24): the first was destroyed in 

judgment; the second is coming in glory (Rev. 21:2). 

2. The first wears the attire of a harlot (17:4); the second wears the white linen of righteousness 

(19:8). 

3. The first is a mother of harlots (17:5); the second is the mother of us all (the saved, Gal. 

5:26). 

4. The first is drunk with the blood of the saints (17:6); the second is filled with the glory of the 

Lord (21:23).   

5. The first sits on the waters (world), allied with the beast system (17:15); the second sits on 

the holy mountain of God, Zion (Heb. 12:22; Rev. 21:10). 

6. The first is a dwelling place for demons, unclean spirits and every unclean and hateful bird 

(18:2); the second is the dwelling place of God (21:3). 

7. The first is judged and condemned (19:2); the second has the light of righteousness and 

reigns with Christ forever and ever (22:5). 

8. The Jerusalem of natural Israel was an unfaithful bride, “deceiving the nations with her 

sorcery.” About the nations is this invitation to birds: “Come, gather for the great supper 

of God” and eat the flesh of God’s enemies. The bride of Christ is pointing the nations to 

Christ with the truth of the gospel. The bride has this word: “Blessed are those who are 

invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” 

Application 

1. Jerusalem, enemy of God in Revelation, is gone, judged of God and destroyed, but the 

Babylonian system lives on, deceiving the nations and making war on the Lamb and His 

saints. Are you able to identify this system today? 

2. The bride of Christ is alive and well. She is growing and expanding through God’s grace and 

power. She is holy, pure, powerful, obedient, humble, loving, and serving her glorious God. 

Are you in her number? 


