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So They Picked Up Rocks to Throw at Him

John 8:59

Prayer:  Father God, we do thank you for the blood of your S on.  We 

just thank you for that incredible gift, and Lord, we just again 

each month at the first Sunday of the month we come  together to 

focus on the cross, on what it is you've done for u s there at the 

cross, and so this morning, Lord, as we open up you r book, as we 

look into it, as we again delve into that incredibl e gift, I pray 

for your spirit's presence, I pray for your unction , I pray that we 

would anew find depths that we've never explored an d understandings 

that we've not had and that you would again be glor ified in all 

that we do.  And I pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen.   

Well, as I said, it 's the first Sunday of the month  and again, this 

is the Sunday that we remember Jesus Christ and his  cross.  And 

Jesus on the night before he died, he met with his disciples and 

there for the last time celebrated a Passover suppe r with them, and 

Matthew 26:26  describes it, it says this, it says:  Now as they 

were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing i t broke it and 

gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat; thi s is my body."  



And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, 

saying, "Drink of it, all of you, for this is my bl ood of the 

covenant, which is poured out for many for the forg iveness of 

sins.  I tell you I will not drink again of this fr uit of the vine 

until that day when I drink it new with you in my F ather's 

kingdom."   Jesus took bread and he took wine and he offered them up 

as symbols of his flesh and his blood and then he a sked his 

disciples to eat the bread and to drink the cup in order to 

symbolically eat his flesh and drink his blood.  An d then he asked 

them to repeat the remembrance of this sacrifice on  a regular 

basis.  That's what we call the Lord's table.  And we celebrate it 

once a month by meditating on what it is the Lord J esus Christ did 

for us at the cross, by examining ourselves, by ask ing God's Holy 

Spirit to open up our hearts and minds, convicting us of sin, by 

confessing that sin, and then by participating in t he elements.  

John 6:53  says:  So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to 

you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and  drink his 

blood, you have no life in you."   

So we've been following the life of Jesus and we've  worked our way 

now to the very end of the eighth chapter of the go spel of John.  

If you remember where we were the last time, Jesus is engaged in a 

very difficult discussion, and it starts out with m any in the crowd 

believing in him but it ends with many in that same  crowd picking 



up stones to stone him.  And so this morning I want  to look at a 

contrast.  I want to look at an incredible contrast  between the 

crowd's reaction to the gospel and the reaction of the woman at the 

well.  Same gospel; extremely different response.  Now we know that 

God is not a respecter of persons and we know that Jesus spoke the 

truth to whomever he was speaking it to, whether it  be the woman at 

the well who heard his words and believed them and allowed them to 

transform her life or whether it was to this crowd of professed 

believers who heard his words and were transferred from false 

believers into murderous thugs who were looking to kill Jesus.  

See, the gospel has the power to do just that.  

Greg Gilbert in his powerful little book entitled What is the 

Gospel? says this:  "Contexts change, angles change, words change, 

and approaches change, but somehow and in some way the earliest 

Christians always seem to get these four issues:  W e are 

accountable to the God who created us.  We have sin ned against that 

God and we will be judged.  But, God has acted in J esus Christ to 

save us, and we take hold of that salvation by repe ntance from sin 

and faith in Jesus."  

See, according to Gilbert, the gospel can be summed  up in these 

four words:  God, man, Christ, response.  And every  time the gospel 

is presented that way, it 'l l move its hearers in ei ther of two 



different directions.  It 'l l move them either into light and life, 

or it will move them into darkness and death.  The woman at the 

well was moved into light and life upon hearing the  gospel.  The 

false believers that Jesus confronted, well, they h eard the same 

gospel, but they moved instead into darkness and de ath.  And so the 

question that we want to ask this morning is why?  Why did that 

happen?  I mean, Jesus told both groups the same go spel story.  He 

told them about God as their heavenly father, he to ld them about 

fallen man's need for a savior, he told them that h e indeed was the 

God man Christ, the Savior, and that the secret to eternal life was 

hearing and obeying his call.  God, man, Christ, re sponse.  That 

was the gospel that Jesus preached, and the respons e to that call 

couldn't possibly have been more different.  I mean , the woman at 

the well was gloriously saved by that gospel and sh e became in fact 

the first very passionate evangelist.  The crowd of  mere believers 

who surrounded Jesus, well, they heard the very sam e gospel from 

the very same source.  And after first believing in  him, they grew 

progressively more and more outraged until they end ed up trying to 

kill him.  And so we ask again why?  Well, if you l ook at the woman 

at the well, we can first observe that she started out with an 

advantage of sorts.  You see, she was a social outc ast.  She was a 

public sinner.  And the advantage that she had was that her sin had 

already found her out.  



1 Timothy 5:24  says:  The sins of some men are conspicuous, going 

before them to judgment, but the sins of others app ear later.   You 

see, if your sin is right there in front of you lik e hers was, then 

you have no false righteousness to cling to.  The f alse believers 

that Jesus was confronting, they had no such advant age.  See, it's 

not that they didn't have a huge problem with sin.  It 's that their 

sin was a socially acceptable sin.  You know, the w oman at the well 

had five husbands, and the man that she was living with wasn't her 

husband.  That's a sin that is impossible to stay h idden.  The 

religious leaders, their hearts were filled with je alousy and envy, 

these were hearts that were capable of torturing an d murdering God 

himself.  And when they got that opportunity, that' s just what they 

did.  And yet their sins were so well hidden that t hey were 

considered to be the good people, the outstanding p eople, the 

people connected to God by birth, by custom, and by  conduct.  And 

so when it came to spiritual health, they considere d themselves to 

be in top-notch shape.  And it was that misplaced s piritual self-

confidence that made it impossible for them to see God when they 

were speaking directly to him.  That's why Jesus on ce said in that 

Luke 5:31, he said:  "Those who are well have no need of a 

physician, but those who are sick.  I have not come  to call the 

righteous but sinners to repentance."   

You see, the difference between the woman at the we ll and the 



unbelieving crowd was not that they were not both s inners.  It's 

that the woman was able to see herself as spiritual ly sick and in 

need of the great physician, and the crowd saw no s uch need.  They 

were the so-called righteous that Jesus said he wou ld never call to 

repentance.  You know, their righteousness existed only in their 

own minds but they so genuinely believed in that ri ghteousness that 

it would forever preclude their seeking repentance.   Jesus starts 

out with both parties at the same place where we al l need to start, 

and he starts out with our need for God.  And he ap proaches each 

one's need for God by addressing their immediate ne eds.  In the 

case of the woman at the well, it was -- obviously she had a need 

to draw water.  And so Jesus meets her right there and right then 

and this is what he says in John 4:10, he says:  "If you knew the 

gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, 'G ive me a drink,' 

you would have asked him, and he would have given y ou living 

water."   So he asked this woman if she'd like to receive l iving 

water instead of the water that she normally draws out of the 

well.  And of course that question gets her thinkin g.  And the 

woman's intrigued with the possibility of this wate r and she's 

thinking about it strictly in earthly terms, but sh e's thinking of 

it as something that would make her life easier.  A nd because of 

that, she's willing to hear what Jesus has to say.  Well, not so 

the crowd.  You see, Jesus also addressed the immed iate need of the 

unbelieving crowd when he said, "If you abide in my word, you are 



truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, an d the truth will 

set you free."  (John 8:31-32)   Now you would think that the Jews 

after having suffered 400 years of Egyptian slavery  and now 

suffering under the boot of Rome's domination would  understandably 

be attracted to someone who's offering them freedom .  To them it 

was like offering a drowning man a glass of water.  And it was the 

last thing they were interested in.  

So Jesus is addressing the first two parts of the g ospel, the God 

part, and the man part, and both the woman and the crowd knew there 

was a God and they also knew that man had been sepa rated by God 

from sin.  I mean, the woman understood all too wel l what sin had 

done in her life.  She just was not prepared to add ress it until 

Jesus made it an issue.  And one simple statement b y Jesus broke 

open completely her sin issue.  This is what happen ed in John 4:16, 

it says:  Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come  

here."  The woman answered him, "I have no husband. "  Jesus said to 

her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband;'  for you have 

had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband.  

What you have said is true."  The woman said to him , "Sir, I 

perceive that you are a prophet."   Jesus, he forces her to stare 

right at the sin in her life, and her immediate rea ction is 

evasion, do anything to get that spotlight of truth  off of her.  

"Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet."   Now she's stil l not 



ready to receive the gospel.  She's still stuck in the God man 

dilemma, and that is, God is holy and she like all of us is a 

sinner.  But again, she's got an advantage here.  S ee, her sin 

unlike the unbelieving crowd's sin is impossible to  conceal, but 

still she resists.  

Now, the religious crowd knew that God and man were  separated by 

sin, I mean, after all, they were the religious lea ders.  They just 

didn't see themselves in the same category of sinne r as everybody 

else.  See, because of their birth they somehow tho ught of 

themselves as exempt from sin.  So this crowd respo nds to Christ's 

probing by growing instantly defensive.  In John 8:33  it says:  

They answered him, "We are offspring of Abraham and  have never been 

enslaved to anyone.  How is it that you say, 'You w ill become 

free'?"  And Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, 

everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin."   

Now, the woman at the well, well she's clearly a sl ave to sin as 

well.  Her response, well it 's to double down on th e evasion.  She 

starts adopting the very same tactics that the reli gious crowd had 

adopted.  In fact, you could say she got religion.  This is what 

she says in John 4:20, she says, "Our fathers worshiped on this 

mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the plac e where people 

ought to worship."   Jesus, instead of focusing on me and my five 



husbands, how about if I shift your gaze to a techn ical question as 

to what mountain we're really supposed to be worshi ping on.  You 

see, at this point, the woman at the well and the r eligious crowd, 

they're both still equally lost.  And Jesus has bro ught both 

parties to the gospel through the God part, and the n through the 

man part, and now he's going to bring the Christ pa rt.  This is the 

part where we learn that God himself became a man a nd offered up 

his perfect life in the place of our sinful life.  As 2 Corinthians 

5:21  puts it:  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin,  

so that in him we might become the righteousness of  God.   Jesus 

begins to press the woman at the well about the Chr ist part and 

this is what he says.  This is John 4:21 :  "Woman, believe me, the 

hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in  Jerusalem will 

you worship the Father.  You worship what you do no t know; we 

worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jew s.  But the hour 

is coming, and is now here, when the true worshiper s will worship 

the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is s eeking such 

people to worship him.  God is spirit and those who  worship him 

must worship in spirit and truth.  The woman said t o him, "I know 

that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ).  When he comes, 

he will tell us all things."  Jesus said to her, "I  who speak to 

you am he."   

You know, there are lots and lots of cults that den y the deity of 



Christ, and among them is the Jehovah's Witnesses.  And you've 

probably all have had these different conversations  with Jehovah's 

witnesses, and one of the frequent claims that they  make is that 

Jesus never claimed to be God.  You cannot get a mo re obvious claim 

to deity than what Jesus plainly stated to the woma n at the well: 

"I who speak to you am he."   

Jesus presses the religious crowd with the very sam e claim when he 

says this in John 8:54, he says to the crowd:  "If I glorify 

myself, my glory is nothing.  It is my Father who g lorifies me, of 

whom you say, 'He is our God'.  But you have not kn own him.  I know 

him.  If I were to say that I do not know him, I wo uld be a liar 

like you, but I do know him and I keep his word.  Y our father 

Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day.  He saw it and was 

glad."  So the Jews said to him, "You are not yet f ifty years old, 

and have you seen Abraham?"  Jesus said to them, "T ruly, truly, I 

say to you, before Abraham was, I am."   Jesus is unequivocally 

stating his claim to deity.  You know, he doesn't s ay before 

Abraham was I was.  He says before Abraham even exi sted, I was 

already in the present I am.  "Truly, truly, I say to you, before 

Abraham was, I am."   You know, if there was ever any doubt 

whatsoever about his claim to deity, it 's confirmed  by the response 

of the unbelieving crowd.  John 8:59  says:  So they picked up 

stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and w ent out of the 



temple.   Stoning was the punishment for blasphemy.  Stonin g was the 

punishment for making yourself equal to God.  

As the elders come forward to begin distributing th e bread, I want 

to again spend some time considering the four parts  that make up 

the gospel:  God, man, Christ, response.  And we're  looking at two 

different case histories that have more or less tra veled along 

parallel paths when it comes to God and man and Chr ist.  And it's 

only when we get to the response part do we see tha t we have in 

essence two completely different endings.  As the b read is being 

distributed, consider the ending that has brought y ou here to this 

place at this time.  Consider the amazing grace tha t you and I have 

received.  

Consider as the bread is being distributed this war ning that God 

gives about communion itself.  This is from 1 Corinthians 11, verse 

28 :  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat o f the bread 

and drink of the cup.  For he who eats and drinks i n an unworthy 

manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not dis cerning the 

Lord's body.  For this reason many are weak and sic k among you, and 

many sleep.  For if we would judge ourselves, we wo uld not be 

judged.  But when we are judged, we are chastened b y the Lord, that 

we may not be condemned with the world.   You know, as I say each 

month, communion is extremely serious business, and  to enter into 



it in an unworthy manner is to literally court disa ster.  I repeat 

the warning:  If you are not absolutely confident t hat you are a 

child of the King or if you first need to be reconc iled to your 

brother or sister before you bring your sacrifice t o the altar, 

then just pass the elements on as they come to you.   I say it each 

month, no one's going to think you're weird, no one 's going to 

think you're odd or strange.  In fact, they'll prob ably think you 

wise.  But again, on the other hand, we can make th e mistake of 

thinking that unless we are spotlessly flawless, we 're not worthy 

to receive communion, and that, too, is a mistake t he devil would 

love you to make.  You see, being a child of the Ki ng doesn't mean 

that we don't sin and that we never fail.  What it does mean is 

this:  It means when we do fail, we are aware that we have sinned.  

Why?  Because we have the Spirit of Christ that liv es within us, 

and he convicts us.  And so we grieve as children w ho know that we 

have a Father who longs to forgive us and cleanse u s, because God 

says so in 1 John 1:9, he says:  If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cle anse us from all 

unrighteousness.   So being a child of the King doesn't mean that we  

are without sin.  What it means is that when we do sin, we 

understand we have an advocate with the Father, som eone who speaks 

on our behalf.  1 John 2:1  says:  My dear children, I write this to 

you so that you will not sin.  But if anybody does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father -- Jesus Christ, the Right eous One.   You 



see, because it is the fact that we have Jesus Chri st's 

righteousness and not our own, we are therefore fre e to eat from 

his table.  And so if you love your Lord, don't den y yourself the 

privilege that Jesus has purchased for you.  

Jesus lived the life we were supposed to live and t hen he died the 

death we all deserved to die in our place so that w e could be made 

worthy for heaven, so that we could participate in this feast right 

now.  So take some time right now and thank God for  his Holy Spirit 

who has opened up your eyes and mine.  1 Corinthian s 11, verses 23 

and 24, it says this:  For I received from the Lord what I also 

delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 

betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 

said, "This is my body which is for you.  Do this i n remembrance of 

me."   So take, and eat.  

As the elders come forward to begin distributing th e cup, again I'd 

like to focus on the last of the four parts that ma ke up the 

presentation of the gospel.  Again it's God, it 's m an, it 's Christ, 

and it's a response.  And it's here that the woman at the well and 

the unbelieving crowd, they take widely divergent p aths.  John 4:28  

says:  So the woman left her water jar and went away into the town 

and said to the people, "Come, see a man who told m e all that I 

ever did.  Can this be the Christ?"  They went out of the town and 



were coming to him.   John 8:59  says:  So they picked up stones to 

throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of  the temple.   

So here's my question.  Was the path of one of thes e a success and 

the other a failure?  Was God glorified any less by  the woman at 

the well's glorious salvation than he was by a near  murderous 

rejection by the unbelieving crowd?  The answer is no.  And how we 

understand this can fundamentally alter the way we understand 

presenting the gospel.  You see, many of us are fam iliar with 

Isaiah 55 which says this:  "As the rain and the snow come down 

from heaven, and do not return to it without wateri ng the earth and 

making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower 

and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes ou t from my mouth:  

It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish  what I desire 

and achieve that purpose for which I sent it."   Now I've heard that 

scripture quoted very often but I often hear only a  part of it.  So 

is my word that goes out from my mouth:  It will no t return to my 

void,  or empty.  And you know for years and years I unde rstood that 

scripture to mean that God's word will always be mo ving someone 

forward towards accepting the gospel.  But that's n ot what it 

says.  You see, there's a reason why God's word wil l never return 

void or empty, and it's stated in the second part o f that very 

sentence.  Let me read it again.  This is verse 11.   It says:  So 

is my word that goes out from my mouth:  It will no t return to me 



empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achiev e the purpose 

for which I sent it."   You see, those words are revolutionary.  You 

see, God was equally glorified by the woman at the well and by that 

murderous crowd.  In both cases the word that proce eded from 

Christ's mouth accomplished what God desired and ac hieved the 

purpose for which he sent it.  You see, in the case  of the woman at 

the well, the mercy of God was gloriously set out a nd it was 

gloriously accomplished.  And in the case of the mu rderous crowd, 

the justice of God was gloriously set out and it wa s also 

gloriously accomplished.  You see, in the end what mattered most to 

Christ was the glory of God.  And so regardless the  outcome of a 

faithful presentation of the gospel, God's justice or God's mercy 

will be glorified.  God's words will never return e mpty.  And in 

both cases, Jesus was triumphant.  

And now when Jesus ascended into heaven, that task that he had 

became ours as well.  2 Corinthians 2:14  says this:  But thanks be 

to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and 

through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge o f him 

everywhere.  For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who 

are being saved and among those who are perishing, to one a 

fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragr ance from life 

to life.  Who is sufficient for these things?   As I said, every 

single time the gospel is properly presented, it wi ll move its 



hearers in either of two directions.  It will move them either into 

light and life or it will move them into death and darkness.  The 

woman at the well, she moved into light and life up on hearing the 

gospel.  The mere believers of John 8 heard the exa ct same gospel 

and moved instead into darkness and death.  Jesus t old them the 

same gospel story.  He told them about God as his h eavenly father, 

he told them about fallen man's desperate need for a savior, he 

told them that he indeed was the God man Christ, th e savior, and 

that the secret to eternal life was responding to h is call.  You 

see, a faithful presentation of the gospel always i nvolves those 

four parts, three of which are up to us, one of whi ch is up to 

him.  The parts that we are responsible for is God,  man, Christ.  

And accurately presenting it will be to some the sw eet smell of 

life itself, and God's mercy will be glorified.  To  others it will 

be the absolute stench of death, but God's justice will be 

glorified.  And here's the key to understanding thi s.  It 's this 

little sentence that ends 2 Corinthians 2:16 , it says:  Who is 

sufficient for these things?   You know what God's saying here?  

What he's saying is that we are not capable of dete rmining who is 

who in God's grand scheme of things.  Who is suffic ient for these 

things?  God alone.  You see, we don't determine wh o responds to 

the gospel one way or another, but God does.  

You know, when I look back at my own personal histo ry, and I 



remember the first three people who told me the gos pel story, and 

they told me God, man, Christ, and you know what th ey got back from 

me?  What they got back from me was the stench of d eath.  You know, 

to two of them I was at least polite, but I was ver y firm in saying 

your gospel is absolute nonsense.  The third one wa s a friend, and 

so to his presentation I added mockery and laughter .  So three 

different people presented to me God, man, Christ a nd received from 

me the stench of death.  And then one day by God's mercy, my eyes 

were opened and that fourth person's presentation o f the very same 

gospel, it became the sweet smell of life itself.  And who was 

sufficient for that?  God alone.  

What does this mean to me about how I present the g ospel?  Well, it 

means, first of all, that I am liberated from the r ole of a 

salesman trying to put the best face on a product t hat I'm trying 

to sell.  Instead I realize I've been given the rol e of an 

ambassador whose job is only to accurately present the facts about 

my king and his kingdom.  God, man, Christ; that's up to me.  The 

response is up to Him.  Paul says in the very next verse:  We are 

not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as m en of sincerity, 

as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we spea k in Christ.   So 

that's the question.  The question is do we speak i n Christ?  Have 

we accepted our role as Christ's ambassadors?  Is t he gospel we 

present the sweet savor of life itself or the very stench of death 



itself?  That's what an accurate presentation of th e gospel is:  

God, man, Christ, response.  To the woman at the we ll it was the 

sweet smell of life itself, and she instantly began  spreading that 

aroma.  To the unbelieving crowd, that same gospel was the stench 

of death, and it had them picking up rocks to stone  him.  But 

here's the part that we won't learn til l we get to heaven.  It's a 

really neat part.  There very well may have been in  that crowd of 

men and women, people who had rocks in their hands ready to hurl at 

Jesus who are now in heaven because someone some ti me later 

presented the gospel of life, and what started out as death became 

life.  That's what we need to consider the next tim e we're ready to 

write somebody off as impossible.  That's what we n eed to consider 

the next time we grow fearful about presenting the gospel.  Who is 

sufficient for this?  God alone.  Take a moment to think on that. 

1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter, the 25th verse say s this:  In the 

same manner He also took the cup after supper, sayi ng, "This cup is 

the new covenant in My blood.  This do, as often as  you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me."   So take, and drink.  

This is our heads, hands, and feet part.  This is t he part where we 

actually try to flesh out what it means to remember  Christ and his 

cross, and I want to talk a little bit about what h appened in 

Arizona this week.  First of all, I want to say tha t when it comes 



to the press, I think we all know that perception i s reality.  It 's 

not who or what someone or something actually is th at matters, it 's 

what people perceive about it, and you know, that a pplies doubly so 

to how we present the gospel.  1 Peter 3:15  says this:  Always be 

prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you f or a reason for 

the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.   I 

was at the pregnancy center on Thursday and I just say that because 

the folks there are obviously fairly conservative p eople.  And we 

were having a conversation about what had taken pla ce in Arizona.  

For those of you who don't know, there was a bill s upporting the 

protection of religious rights, the rights of peopl e who for 

conscience sake could not go along with certain thi ngs.  There was 

a bill that had been floated to protect those right s, and it was 

vetoed by the Governor of Arizona, Governor Brewer.   So we were 

talking about that and I was saying how disappointe d I was that the 

bill was vetoed.  And a woman in the Center looked at me and she 

just started shaking her head, and she said, "I don 't support that 

bill."  And I said, "Really?"  She said "No, I -- I  think that veto 

was a good thing.  In fact, I could never support t hat bill."  And 

I said, "Why is that?"  She said, "I just think it' s wrong for a 

bill that would allow people to refuse service to g ays in 

restaurants."  I said, "Wait a second."  I said, "T ime out."  I 

said, "What makes you think that's what that bill i s all about?"  I 

said, "First of all, I 'm a Christian, I think it's wrong to refuse 



to serve gays in a restaurant."  I said, "If Jesus worked in a 

restaurant, he would serve gays."  I said, "Jesus w ants us to do 

the very best that we can to serve gays because the y're part of 

this community of sinners that we're all part of.  Where in the 

world did you get that from that bill?"  Now, there  are a dozens 

and dozens of examples out there, I just used two o f them to 

explain to this woman what the bill was all about.  I said to her, 

"Do you think it would be right for the government to force a 

Jewish Holocaust survivor to make pulled pork sandw iches for a 

Neo-Nazi picnic?"  That's kind of extreme and nobod y's saying that 

they're doing that.  Another example I gave from th e other side is 

I'm sure you're all familiar with Westboro Baptist Church, this is 

a church that's made an industry out of hating on h omosexuals.  I 

said, "What if a gay photographer was forced by the  government to 

go take pictures of Westboro Baptist's picnic?"  Be cause that's 

what that bill is designed to prevent.  But you wou ldn't know 

that.  You wouldn't know that if you listened to wh at the press had 

to say.  According to the Alliance Defending Freedo m, let me just 

read you their quote:  SB 1062 merely clarifies Ari zona's existing 

law to protect Arizonans from any attempt by the go vernment to 

force them to speak or act in ways that violate the ir religious 

beliefs.  It safeguards freedom by closing loophole s that would 

have allowed other state governments to punish priv ate citizens for 

living and working according to their convictions.  



I 'm sure you've heard about this, there was a coupl e who refused to 

make a wedding cake for a homosexual marriage.  The y were driven 

out of business.  They were fined thousands of doll ars.  And in 

another case there was a photographer who was requi red to put 

together a storybook for another marriage that he r efused on the 

basis of conscience.  In some cases these people we re facing jail 

sentences, believe it or not.  But there is so much  misinformation 

and misunderstanding about this bill and there's al so a great deal 

of misunderstanding and misinformation about what t he issue of 

Christians and homosexuality and gay marriage is al l about, so much 

so that last Wednesday I canceled our regular class  and we spent an 

hour going over the biblical understanding of how w e Christians are 

to project the love of Christ into this world when it comes to the 

issue of homosexuality and gay marriage.  You see, this is an area 

that requires a great deal of personal wisdom when it comes to 

addressing those issues.  And I got a call from som ebody after the 

class who said it was extremely helpful, and she ha d hoped that I 

would do more.  And I spoke to someone again this m orning who said 

it was also extremely helpful.  So I'm just using t his to 

advertise, I'm going to repeat and expand the class  next Wednesday, 

because we have an obligation to love our brothers and sisters who 

are caught up in any sin, whatever it is, from homo sexuality to any 

other type of sin.  And we also have an obligation to give an 



account for the hope that is within us, and the Bib le gives us the 

ability to do both.  But you have to show up on Wed nesday to find 

out how.  See, we are called on to project and to s pell out the 

gospel in terms of God, man, Christ, response.  And  because the 

enemy so desperately wants to silence that message,  issues like 

this, they don't even get a hearing.  And to those outside the 

kingdom, we have the task of presenting this gospel , and it's very 

hard to present a gospel to somebody who comes into  the transaction 

thinking already you're a hater and a bigot.  We ha ve to spend time 

understanding what the scriptures have to say, unde rstanding how 

the love of Christ applies within and without the h omosexual 

community, what our responsibility is to serve them , what our 

responsibility is to love them, what our responsibi lity is to 

Christ and kingdom, and how we work that out.  So I  would encourage 

you to come Wednesday night.  We'll be talking abou t that.  Let's 

pray.  

Father God, I do thank you for your word, I thank y ou for your 

gospel.  I thank you that God, man, Christ is our b usiness; 

response is your business.  And Father, I just than k you for the 

gift that each of us have received, being moved by your Holy Spirit 

to take what could be the stench of death and hear it and see it 

and understand it and smell it as the sweet aroma o f life.  We 

thank you for that gift.  We just pray, Lord, and u nderstand that 



we are ambassadors who have a responsibility to pas s on the 

information, pass on the gospel, and you have the r esponsibility of 

deciding what to do with it.  Give us the strength,  give us the 

wisdom, give us the courage to do just that, we pra y in Jesus' 

name.  Amen.  


