
Mk. 2:14-17  “Tax-Collectors and Sinners”

For the Children: Have your parents ever told you that you are not allowed to play with one of the kids in 
your neighbourhood?  Perhaps this person is a very bad influence.  In such a case it would be bad to sneak 
off with that person, just because you wanted to have some fun with them.  But if you asked your parents if 
you could give them a Bible, that would be very different.  Jesus did not party with wicked people to have fun 
with them.  He went because they wanted to hear about God’s forgiveness.  As a result, many sinful people 
repented of their sins and followed Him.  Questions: What are some of the bad effects unbelievers might 
have on God’s children?  How can we have a good influence on them?  What was wrong with the attitude of 
the Pharisees?
______________________________________________________________________________________
___

Introduction:

First Point: Close Contact with Sinners
1) The Calling of a Tax-Collector: Jesus shows His willingness to have close contact with notorious 

sinners by calling a tax-collector, Levi/Matthew.  Tax-collectors were regarded as traitors for serving 
the Romans; as cheats who defrauded their own people and often broke the Sabbath and tithing 
laws; and as those who ignored the OT ceremonial laws (and Pharisaic additions) on separation 
from unclean things.  They were generally excommunicated from the synagogues.  Yet Jesus calls 
one to follow Him

2) A Banquet of Tax-Collectors: Jesus compounds the “problem” by reclining and dining with a large 
group of tax-collectors and “sinners,” who had been invited to Levi’s house to hear the Gospel. 
“Sinners” was a general term for those who ignored the Law and were outside Judaism – outcasts. 
See also Lk. 7:36f, Jn. 8:1-11 for other examples of “sinners.”  Jesus seems to be as much the 
“Host” as Levi (v. 15).  V. 15 mentions that “many” such sinners were following Jesus.  This does not 
justify free socializing with the wicked or excommunicated.  The banquet was not on their terms, but 
on the Lord’s.  The context here in Mark is Jesus’ view of forgiveness in contrast to the Pharisees. 
The Lord shows mercy to those who wished to learn of forgiveness and follow Him

Second Point: Objections from the Pharisees
1) Increasing Hostility: The silent hostility of the previous section is replaced here by verbal hostility to 

the disciples – though not yet openly to the Lord.  Jesus Himself gradually increases His opposition 
to the Pharisaic view of forgiveness – as in Lk. 15:11f, Lk. 18:9-14

2) The Pharisaic Objection: The Pharisees agreed that all men were sinful, but they can be made 
righteous by their own good deeds.  Notorious sinners, however, could not justify themselves by their 
deeds.  They were hopeless cases, the “lost.” The “people of the land.”  They were abandoned to 
God’s judgement.  Shunning is a Biblical teaching.  So, however, is the possibility of repentance, 
God’s forgiveness, and the sinner’s re-admission.  There is a time to cease “throwing pearls before 
swine”; but there is no evidence that this was the case with these sinners 

Third Point: Jesus’ Answer to the Pharisees
1) The Need of the Sick: In answer to the Pharisees objection to His close contact with “sinners,” the 

Lord pointed out that it is precisely the spiritually sick who need spiritual healing by the Saviour.  The 
Pharisees were wrong to abandon the “sick;” in contrast, Jesus drew near to heal them

2) The Messianic Mission to the Sick: He did so because this was His Messianic calling.  For God is the 
Great Healer (Ex. 15:26), Who sends His Messiah to heal Israel by His suffering (Is. 53:5).  When 
His people understand this, they will also reflect God’s heart of compassion for the needy – which is 
more important than legalistically interpreting the OT ceremonial Law (Hos. 6:6, with Mt. 9:13, 12:7

3) The Righteous and the Sinful: Everyone is born in sin; but the Bible does distinguish between the 
“righteous” who strive to obey Him and the wicked who do not.  The Lord does not deny this.  What 
He rejects is the idea that a sinner can make himself righteous by his own good deeds.  V. 17 is 
therefore a challenge to the Pharisees, to see that since they lack compassion, they are also the 
“sick” who need the Great Physician.  Both separation from sinners and contact with them should be 
driven by mercy

Conclusion:


