
WHY?   John 9:1-12                  3/1/15I. Introduction.II. Why do bad things happen to people?  v. 1-3a  A. Many people believe that bad things happen to bad people (and good things happen togood people). 1. This outlook is expressed several times in Scripture.  Luke 13:1-5  Job 3:7-9 8:3-42. The disciples only asked about the blind man because he was blind at birth –before he could do the bad things which would deserve such punishment. 3. Their question is not whether someone’s sin had caused the blindness, but whosesin had brought about this man’s blindness?  Gen. 25:22  Ps. 58:3  Ex. 20:54. Do people today believe such things (karma)?  Acts 28:4B. Some professing Christians claim that all sickness and death is due to personal sinand unbelief. 1. They teach that suffering can be eliminated if one has sufficient faith.  Mt. 7:7ff2. They misunderstand the nature of the age in which we live.  2 Ti. 4:20  Ro. 8:19ff Phil. 2:25ff  Rev. 21:1-43. In what sense is there healing in the atonement?  1 Pe. 2:24-25  Phil. 3:20f4. Word-faith healers elevate their will above that of God.  Luke 22:42  1 Jo. 5:145. They pile unnecessary guilt and misery upon those who are suffering.C. Everything that is wrong with the world is due to sin. 1. All suffering is the result of sin in general.  Gen. 3:17-19   Ro. 5:12f  8:20-23          I Cor. 15:21-22   2. Some suffering is the direct result of personal sin.  5:14 1 Co. 11:30  Heb. 12:1ff  Deut. 28:15f    Num. 12   Ps. 89:32   3. We sometimes suffer because of the sins of others, including our parents.   Ex. 20:54. Jesus delivers His people from the sins of their forefathers. 1 Pe. 1:18f  Eze. 18:1ff5. Not all suffering is the direct and proportional consequence of particular sin.      v. 3a  Job 4:7 42:7ff  II Co. 12:7f   Gal. 4:13  6. We should be exceedingly cautious about judging those who suffer.7. Jesus is the supreme example of undeserved suffering.  2 Co. 5:218. Many others have suffered in His steps.  1 Pet. 3:21ff  Job 1-2  Gen. 50:20              2 Tim. 3:12  Heb. 11:32-40   9. Jesus also refutes this false belief elsewhere.  Luke 13:1-5  III. God does good through our suffering.  v. 3bA. The man born blind suffered for the glory of God.  11:41. The flawed reasoning of the disciples is decisively rejected.  v.  3a2. The man is blind according to God’s sovereign purpose.  11:4  Eph. 1:11  Ex. 4:113. How does this man’s blindness display God’s works?  v. 3b,6-7  8:58 10:21 11:37   Ps. 146:8  Isa. 35:5-6 42:7 29:18  Luke 4:18B. How should this man look upon his years of blindness?  Ps. 119:67,71 115:3           Isa. 45:6-7  Rom. 8:28C. How does God use our suffering for His glory?  Js. 1:2ff  1 Pet. 1:6-9 Heb. 11:1-12:1



D. Suffering causes us to yearn for Christ’s work on earth to be complete.1. The world in its present state is neither safe nor fair.  2. We are looking forward to a better world. 3. Where Jesus is present the curse is reversed.  Rev. 21:1-4  Isa. 35:5-6  4. Those who are not right with God should take warning.  Luke 13:1-5   IV. Jesus came to end all of the suffering and injustice in the world.  v. 4-12A. The work of the kingdom must be done. v. 4-12  1. Jesus perfectly accomplishes the work the Father gave Him.  v. 4-5  4:34 5:17 6:3810:37 17:4 8:122. He appeared to destroy the works of the devil. 1 Jo. 3:8  3. This healing act is a sign of the work He has come to perform to reverse the curse– a taste of the kingdom which is to come.  Luke 4:184. We, His disciples, share His work. v. 4  14:12  Ps. 90:12  Is. 40:7-8 B. The Lord heals the blind man: A picture of His work of salvation.  v. 6-7 1 Cor. 1:18fC. The Lord’s work is powerful and unmistakable.  v. 7b-121. The blind man sees.  v. 7b2. He was so transformed that his neighbors didn’t recognize him.  v. 8-9 3. His healing leads to trouble from those who choose to remain in darkness.  v. 10ff4. He simply tells them what God did for him.  v. 10-12D. What can you expect to receive from the Lord?1. Jesus’ great works are a temporary and partial inbreaking of His kingdom.2. We look forward to the total and everlasting elimination of the curse’s effects.   V. Concluding Applications.

Discussion questions1. What are some reasons why bad things might happen to people?2. What connection is there between the sins of our parents and our problems?3. What connection is there between our own sins and our troubles?4. How do many professing Christians think like pagans who believe in karma?What harm is done by such thinking?5. How would you answer someone who claims that there is healing in the atonement?6. How would you answer someone who says that healing will always take place if we haveenough faith?7. How is God glorified in the suffering of the blind man?8. How is God glorified in your suffering?9. How does the physical healing of the blind man picture the work Christ came to do?10. What would you say to a person whose prayer for healing has not been answered?


