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To Ponder . . . 

Questions to ponder as you prepare to hear from Hebrews 7:1-10.  

1. If Melchizedek was not a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus
Christ, how do we explain that he had no beginning or ending?

2. Why did Abraham pay tithe to Melchizedek?

3. Explain some of the positive aspects of Melchizedek’s character
and ministry that we find in Christ.

THIS MELCHIZEDEK
Hebrews 7:1-10

Coming to this text, we cannot help but think of what the author
already told us in 5:11, About this we have much to say, and it is hard
to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. Maybe “dull of
hearing” describes all of us. I have to admit that last week after I read
through this text, I vented my frustration to my wife and to Pastor
Cameron saying, “Why in the world is this text in the Bible, what in
the world does it mean, and who in the world cares?” After more
careful thought, I was reminded of David’s conclusion regarding the
Word of God, More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine
gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb
(Psalm 19:10). We gather gold and honey only through much hard
work. 

So, too, the deeper and longer we dig into the Word of God, the
more likely we are to find gold. So let’s dig. And as we begin
digging, the most obvious question that everyone will want to answer
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is, “Who was Melchizedek?” But that really is not what this text
should prompt us to ask. The important question is, “What was
Melchizedek?” 

Briefly remember the setting. The Christians who received this
letter faced two-fold pressure. On one hand, there were some
professing Christians in the congregation who were familiar with
shallow truths about the Bible and about Christ. It is possible that
some of them were not even born again (4:6-13; 6:1-8; 10:26-31). At
the same time, we know that persecution from the Roman
government was about to break out against Christians, and it was
going to take a toll on the Church.

To people who had grown dull of hearing God’s Word and to
people who were about to be tried severely for the faith, God gave
this important truth. We have a perfect High Priest in Jesus Christ
who is right now in the presence of God the Father interceding for us.
He is superior to all who have done similar work of intercession
before, and at the same time He is able to identify with our testings
and weakness. Trust Him, love Him, serve Him.  

This Melchizedek was Uniquely Important (vv.1-3).

The story begins with a veiled reference to the time Abraham
pulled off a great rescue (v.1). For this Melchizedek, king of Salem,
priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning from the
slaughter of the kings and blessed him (v.1). God gave us that story,
brief as it is, in Genesis fourteen. 

There was an alliance of four kings who ruled over kingdoms
centered in modern Iran around the city of Susa.  An alliance of five
kings, who ruled over kingdoms centered around Sodom near the
southern end of the Dead Sea, decided they were going to quit paying
taxes to the eastern alliance. As one would expect, the kings of the
eastern alliance gathered their troops, overran the western alliance,
and took many of the people and their possessions captive. Lot,
Abraham’s nephew, was among the captives taken. When Abraham
heard the news, he called up his army of 318 trained soldiers (he was
indeed wealthy and mighty) and gave chase. Somewhere around the
ancient city of Dan, Abraham’s army caught up with the eastern
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alliance, pulled off a surprise attack at night, and defeated the alliance
chasing them all the way north to Damascus. 

Our information in Hebrews chapter seven picks up with an
event that occurred while Abraham and his army were leading the
captives back south toward Sodom and freedom. The entourage
passed near a city that was called Salem, which same city we know
as modern Jerusalem. In that setting, we read that this fellow named
Melchizedek honored Abraham. And to him Abraham apportioned a
tenth part of everything (v.2a). Here is the story as God had it written
in the Genesis narrative. And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out
bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) And he blessed
him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Possessor of
heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered
your enemies into your hand!” And Abram gave him a tenth of
everything (Genesis 14:18-20).

It seems obvious that Abraham had to have some knowledge
about this person named Melchizedek. Abraham and his huge
corporation lived in Mamre which was less than 20 miles south of
Jerusalem. Apparently, Melchizedek also knew Abraham because he
went out to greet him as they were passing by. Because Abraham
knew that this man was both the king of Salem and a priest of the
most High God, he honored him by giving him a tithe from all that he
had gained from the battle. We notice that Abraham paid this tithe
before the king of Sodom offered Abraham all the spoil (v.21). 

That was the story. Pretty brief, wasn’t it? And that was the last
anyone heard of this shadowy figure. Until about 1,000 years later.
God must have a good reason for bringing him up again. The reason
is that Melchizedek is a picture of Christ. One thousand years after
the meeting between Abraham and Melchizedek, David was plucking
away on his harp when God the Holy Spirit took over his spirit and
David began writing a song about the coming Messiah. He wrote, The
LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your
enemies your footstool.” The LORD sends forth from Zion your
mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of your enemies! (Psalm 110:1-2).
And then all of a sudden he wrote, The LORD has sworn and will not
change his mind, “You are a priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek” (Psalm 110:4). 

4

David must have wondered where that came from.
Melchizedek? Wasn’t that ancient history? No doubt David
remembered reading about him in the Torah during history class in
school. But that was way back in the day of Abraham, and not a word
has been said about him in 1,000 years! And that was about the end
of that. No more said.

Then another 1,000 years went by and the same God, the Holy
Spirit was bearing along the author of this letter and out of the blue
the name Melchizedek came up again. The author of this letter we are
studying referred back to David’s promise twice (Heb. 5:6; 10). Then
he made some very important application about the matter. He stated
specifically that we have an anchor of the soul cast into the presence
of God, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having
become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek (Hebrews
6:20). Obvious is the fact that God created, placed, and used
Melchizedek 2,000 years earlier to give people a picture of what the
ministry of Jesus Christ would be like.

So now we read more precise information in our text about how
Melchizedek foreshadowed Christ’s characteristics. For example, his
name means king of righteousness. He is first, by translation of his
name, king of righteousness (v.2b). Four times in two verses (vv.1-2)
he is identified as a literal king. He is also a priest. Yet, the most
common example of human priests, the Levites who served as priests
under the law, were never kings. Unusual? Yes, but this man was
God’s special servant. His name indicated that his character was to
bring righteousness.

Second, we read that Melchizedek was king of peace. And then
he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace (v.2c). The word Salem
which appears in this verse is the Hebrew word Shaw-lame that
means peace. It was the name for the city of Jerusalem long before
God ordained it to be the capital city for His people, long before
David ruled there. Notice how throughout history God was already
putting the pieces in place for His chosen people, chosen city, chosen
rulers, the chosen Messiah. In a similar way concerning the coming
Messiah it was promised, For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).
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Third, this Melchizedek guy had no beginning or end of life.
That’s not normal. Then again maybe this is not all that weird.
Consider the statement: He is without father or mother or genealogy,
having neither beginning of days nor end of life (3a). All that means
is that Scripture and history do not reveal who his father was. Neither
do Scripture and history reveal who his mother was. This statement
does not indicate that he, like Jesus, was miraculous in existence.
Rather it says that there is no record that offers us a genealogy of him.
In fact, there are only three words in the Greek text that make this
statement. Melchizedek was apator (fatherless), he was ameitor
(motherless), and he was agenealogeitos (genealogy-less). All that
means is that there is no record of when he was born or when he died.
So the author wrote, neither beginning of days or life’s completion.

The important point here is that a genealogical record was
critical in order for a man to serve as an Old Testament priest. He had
to be able to prove that he had been born in Aaron’s line. Not
Melchizedek. He was superior to all those priests who served under
the law. Not Jesus either. He also is superior.

Fourth, regarding Melchizedek, he resembled the Son of God.
But resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever. (v.3b).
This does not state that Melchizedek was a pre-incarnate appearance
of Jesus Christ. Rather is says that in existence, character, and
ministry, he resembled the Son of God. The word (afomoiao) is a
perfect passive participle meaning having been made like. This word
fits well with the other statement that Jesus’ ministry was after the
order of Melchizedek which means that it was similar to but not the
same as. The Jesus kind of priesthood like the Melchizedek kind of
priesthood endures forever. The Aaronic kind of priesthood (Levites)
ended. It ended when Jesus paid the final sacrifice for sins. The
Melchizedek kind of priesthood endures for eternity in Jesus Christ
who fulfilled the type. 

Melchizedek was unique, special, and superior to any normal
earthly kind of king and priest. In verses four through ten, we find
more proof . 

This Melchizedek, Being the Superior, Blessed the Inferior
Abraham (vv.4-10).
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Abraham honored Melchizedek (vv.4-5). In fact,  the patriarch
gave spoils to the priest. This was unexpected by devout Jews. See
how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth
of the spoils (v.4)! These words are intended to highlight the
superiority, the greatness of Melchizedek. After all, Abraham is the
patriarch. He was the father of all Israelites. Devout Jews to this day
will live and die to be known as children of Abraham. That was the
argument the Jews and Pharisees constantly pummeled Jesus with.
The argument between Muslims and Jews is still about who are the
true children of Abraham. To conclude that Abraham was the greatest
Jew who ever lived is a serious understatement. From Genesis 12 to
the end of Malachi, the Old Testament is all about Abraham and his
posterity.

Yes, it would be hard to overstate how important Abraham was.
But the fact remains that he paid a tithe to Melchizedek. And he
didn’t do it because the law required it. Abraham didn’t have to pay
tithe according to the law because God had not given the law yet.
Moses was still almost 500 years away. Nor did Abraham pay a tithe
in exchange for some kind of priestly service Melchizedek might
have performed. Abraham paid tithe because he recognized that
Melchizedek was superior to himself. That is part of the reason that
devout Israelites attempt to make Melchizedek a mythical figure.

The principle established here is important. In Abraham, the
people who would receive tithe in the future paid tithe. And those
descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a
commandment in the law to take tithes from the people, that is, from
their brothers, though these also are descended from Abraham (v.5).
Follow the argument. Abraham’s grandson Jacob was father of twelve
sons. Each of the sons became the head and name of a tribe in Israel.
One of those tribes, the tribe of Levi, God drew out for Himself and
set aside for His service. Those people did not receive any land or
inheritance as a family. The Lord was their inheritance. Their income
did not come from farming but from the tithes the rest of the people
from the other eleven tribes paid. Aaron was born in the family of
Levi and all priests were from Aaron’s lineage. In principle then, the
very people who would receive tithe (the Levites) being in Abraham’s
loins, paid tithe to someone greater then them through Abraham. The
author put it like this, One might even say that Levi himself, who
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receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, for he was still in the
loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him. Obviously,
Melchizedek was superior to all the Old Testament priests.

Another evidence of his superiority is that Melchizedek blessed
Abraham (vv.6-10). Why and so what? The rule was this: The one
who offers the blessing is superior to the one who receives it. So we
read in verses six and seven. But this man who does not have his
descent from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him
who had the promises.  It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed
by the superior. This man did not descend from Abraham or his
relatives Aaron and the Levite priests. Therefore, it was right for
Abraham to pay tithe to him. And it was also right for him to bless
Abraham.

In typical priest/people relationships, the people brought the
tithes to the priests. The priests, who represented them before God,
offered God’s blessing on the people. So in this case Abraham, who
was the possessor of God’s promises, brought tithe to the “priest.”
Melchizedek, the type of the coming Messiah who is superior to all,
offers the blessing to Abraham. The point is that Christ, who
Melchizedek pictured, is superior to all priests.

The priest whose priesthood continues is superior to the priest
whose work ends. In the one case tithes are received by mortal men,
but in the other case, by one of whom it is testified that he lives (v.8).
The Levitical priests received tithe from their relatives, but they were
mortal. They began to serve in the temple at the age of thirty. They
retired at age fifty. By age ninety, they were usually dead because
they were all mortal men. Good guys? Sure. They were faithful for
the most part. But their work was temporary. There was an endless
succession of priests who interceded between God and man. And as
expected, the sincerity, godliness, and dependability degenerated over
time.

In contrast stands Melchizedek who lives. Again there is no
record of his beginning or ending. Instead God simply declared that
he is living. Oh. . .this peer of Abraham is immortal? No, this is an
obvious typological reference. The type lives on, not the person in
this case. So, this man was mentioned in Genesis 18 and 1,000 years
later in Psalm 110 and 1,000 years later in Hebrews. He is like a
living legend except that he is authentic. He is a type of the living

8

“story.” As the story is stated, there is no record of his death.
Whatever Melchizedek represented was superior to everything and
everyone from Abraham until the Antitype, the One who fulfills the
picture, came. That was Jesus as we will see stated clearly in 7:11-28.

Cool! So What?

The matter is so important to us because Melchizedek pictured
Jesus. Melchizedek was superior to Abraham. So is Jesus.
Melchizedek was a priest according to God’s will but was not from
the tribe of Levi. So also  Jesus is our high priest according to the
Father’s will, but He is from the tribe of Judah. Melchizedek’s
priestly work was superior to all the priestly work of the Old
Testament priests. So also Jesus’ high priestly work is superior to all
other priestly work.

But maybe the greatest reason that this is important information
is because our hope is cast in the Superior Priest. Jesus Christ brought
the final sacrifice for sins to God. For Old Testament priests it was
day after day, year after year. There was always unfinished business.
But now the transaction is complete, the penalty has been paid. We
who have placed our faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ rejoice
that He is superior. 

I knew a man who attended a technical college where he learned
to be a welder. He said that at the end of the course one of the tests
required the students to weld together two pieces of metal. Then in
order to put the weld to the test, the instructor picked up a ball peen
hammer and wailed away at the project. If it withstood the test, the
student passed the course. Now imagine if you were the student and
every single time you welded the pieces of metal together, the
instructor’s hammer  broke them apart. 

That is a picture of every sacrifice of bulls and goats. It is a
picture of every good work anyone in all the history of the world has
offered to God in exchange for forgiveness. Nothing passes the test,
nothing is acceptable other than the offering Jesus Christ our priest
has already taken to the Creator in heaven. He completed the picture
God drew with Melchizedek. 

Second, Jesus Christ represents us to God – like the Old
Testament priest who took the blood of the sacrifice to the mercy seat
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each year on the Day of Atonement. But we know how corrupted the
human priesthood became. How much better to have the eternally
perfect Priest representing us. Our Creator is rightfully offended by
our sin. Our Creator will justifiably punish all sinners in hell for
eternity. No one can rightly accuse the Creator of unfairness.

Against that backdrop, we remember that our only hope is in the
High Priest who pleads the sacrifice of His blood as the covering for
our sins. And not once each year. Daily, moment by moment He
presents His blood to cover our sins. So moment by moment as we
confess our sins He is faithful and completely justified to cleanse us
and forgive us. We loose our temper, lie, entertain lustful thoughts,
love passing things before we love the eternal God, we fail in so
many ways. God the Holy Spirit graciously convicts us of sin. What
do we do? How can we get into the throne room of heaven to offer a
price for our sin? If we could enter, what would we offer? How
wonderful that we can bow before our Savior and Priest and ask once
again that He would intercede for us.

Third, Jesus Christ sympathizes with our weaknesses. Our
eternal, divine priest was also human  – like Melchizedek was. He
was tempted and tested in every kind of sin and trial we face. He is
sympathetic because He was one of us.

John Bradford was tried and sentenced to execution for
preaching the gospel, the good news that Jesus Christ died and
offered His blood as the acceptable sacrifice for sinners’ sins. The
official church of the day took umbrage to this offer of free salvation
and condemned him to die whereupon he was burned to death at
Newgate Prison on July 1, 1555. We are all probably aware of the
familiar story, that, on seeing evil-doers taken to the place of
execution, Bradford exclaimed, “But for the grace of God there goes
John Bradford.” He was a man of sympathy with sinners because he
never forgot his own temptations. 

I wonder if it is sacrilegious to attribute the same kind of
sympathy to our Great High priest? Does He not sympathize with us
because He too suffered testing? When you fight with sin and
sometimes lose, Jesus the priest does not condemn you but
sympathizes as you confess failure. When you face opposition or
even persecution and feel like giving up, Jesus your priest doesn’t
consider you a wimp and a loser because He too faced such odds.

10

When you endure physical or emotional suffering seemingly without
end, remember your priest Jesus who is interceding for you endured
unimaginable suffering. 

That Jesus has an eternal priesthood on the order of the kind
Melchizedek had is of great advantage to us. He was human and
therefore sympathizes with us. But He is divine and never fails. We
cannot ask for a better representative before God. 
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