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These verses that I have read to you are some of the most important and significant verses in the 
whole New Testament.  For, if they had been duly considered by the Church of Rome, there would 
not have been a need for the Reformation.  But this is not to say that these verses do not apply to us 
now.  Certainly they need to be considered by every local church which wants to be glorifying to 
God.  Any local church can go astray when its worship and activities are not defined as the Bible 
defines them.  Every local church that holds to the precepts and commandments of the Word of 
God is faithful in God’s sight; even when people scoff and laugh and call it antiquated.  In our day 
the truth of God’s Word, we are told, must make way for culture and adapt to it, in order to win 
souls for Christ.  While it is true that we must become all things to all men that we might save 
some, the Apostle Paul would never agree to the idea that worldly entertainment and man-centered 
worship are to be used as evangelistic tools.  He would never agree to push the preaching of God’s 
word from its place of centrality in worship to a place where it becomes “talks and little homilies” 
while music and comfortable fun are called worshipping God.   
       My brethren, there is an “oughtness” to our conduct in God’s house and we must seek to hold 
fast to what we have, so that our God may be honored.  “These things I write to you,” says Paul, “so 
that you may know how to conduct yourself in the house of God”.  Not only Timothy needed to 
know how to conduct himself in the house of God, but each of us needs to know as well.  The 
Church of Jesus Christ is composed of many local expressions, and each individual church is 
intended by Christ to be “the pillar and ground (the foundation) of the truth”.   I believe, and I hope 
each of you believe, that there is a regulative principle of worship; a regulative principle for 
everything in the life of the church.  That regulative principle is, that we will do things in the Bible 
way.  The church’s purpose and responsibility is to be the pillar and ground (or support) of the 
truth.  What does this mean, is the question that we will examine this afternoon.   
1st of all – Let’s examine the metaphor of the house. 
       The house of God is the church of the living God, we are told here.   It is still sadly true that 
many people do not understand that the church of the living God is composed, or made up of, 
people who have been born of the Spirit of God and have placed their faith in Jesus Christ, and they 
have thus been saved from all of their sins.  The true church is made up of Christ’s disciples, and 
when they gather together in Christ’s Name, they lift up their hands and hearts to praise the Father 
for His great gift – His having sent them a Savior who would redeem them; One who would buy 
them back from their bondage in sin, and One who would free them to serve the true and living 
God.  The Church is composed of Christ’s blood-bought people.  It is not the building they meet in, 
or the social activities that they engage in; it is the people in whom God dwells, those who have 
become a habitation of God in the Spirit.  Turn with me over to the book of Hebrews, chapter 3.  
We want to look at verses 1-6.  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider 
the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, who was faithful to Him who appointed 
Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house.”  “For this One has been counted worthy of more 
glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house has more honor than the house.”  “For every 
house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God.”  “And Moses indeed was faithful in 
all his house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, but 
Christ as a Son over his own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the 
rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.”                 
       We see here who the builder of this house is; it is Jesus, the Apostle and High-Priest of our 
faith. (The One who offered Himself as the sacrifice for our sins)  He was faithful to God, even as 
Moses was faithful in all of his house.  Moses was given charge over the Old Covenant people of 
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God as a lawgiver, a prophet, and a ruler over that people, to bring them out of Egypt and lead 
them to the edge of the Promised Land.  He was faithful over the house of Israel in that day.  But 
consider our Christ – “This One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as 
He who built the house has more honor than the house.”  “For every house is built by someone, but 
He who build all things is God.”  So Christ and Moses were both faithful men over their houses; 
their realm of responsibility, which was found in building God’s kingdom.  But we see here that 
Moses was only a servant in the house; that Christ was actually the builder.  Actually, Christ is 
worthy of much more glory and honor because He is the builder of the house, and Moses was a part 
of that building.  Jesus, the One who built all things, is God.  We are part of God’s house if we are 
those who are holding fast our confidence in Him, and rejoicing in the hope of eternal life, holding 
it firm to the end.  Our salvation from beginning to end rests upon the finished work of 
redemption, and the continual supply of His grace.  This is what allows us, and enables us, to hold 
fast to what He has done for us, rejoicing in this sure hope that He is the Builder of our faith.   
2nd – Let us lay hold of the fact that the church is the Pillar of the truth. 
       The church holds the truth of the Word of God up, just as a pillar holds up a floor or a roof.  The 
church is underneath the truth, she is governed by the truth, but she is holding up the truth.  The 
church itself is a pillar of the truth… not only her pastors and preachers, but her people are also 
holding it up.  Now, we need to ask ourselves: In what ways are you and I pillars of the truth?  What 
are the truths which we support?  Well turn with me over to Genesis chapter 28, verse 10.  “Now 
Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran.”  “So he came to a certain place and 
stayed there all night, because the sun had set.”  “And he took one of the stones of that place and 
put it at his head to go to sleep.”  “Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, 
and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.”  
“And behold, the Lord stood above it and said: ‘I am the Lord God of Abraham your father and the 
God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants.”  “Also your 
descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the est, to the 
north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
“Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for 
I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you.”  “Then Jacob awoke from his 
sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” “And he was afraid and said, 
‘How awesome is this place!”  “This is none other than the house of God, and this is gate of 
heaven!”  “Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his head, set 
it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it”  “And he called the name of that place Bethel; but the 
name of that city had been Luz previously.”  “Then Jacob made a vow, saying, ‘If God will be with 
me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, so 
that I come back to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God.”  “And this stone 
which I have set as a pillar shall be God’s house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth 
to you.”   
       Now I hope that you can see the connection here between Jacob’s experience here in this first 
church of the Old Testament, and your experience as a Christian who is desirous to learn how you 
ought to conduct yourself in the church of the living God.  It is from Jacob, first, in the Bible, that 
we find out how we ought to behave in the house of God.  To enter and to become a member of the 
church of the living God you must have had a conversion experience.  You must have had a time in 
your life where God came to you and revealed to you the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  This is 
what Jacob had here at Bethel.  This was his conversion experience.  God revealed Himself to Jacob 
in a dream.  And as Jacob dreamed he saw a ladder which set up on the earth and its top reached to 
heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.  We know from reading 
John chapter 1, verse 50 that when Nathaniel heard Jesus say to him that He had seen Nathaniel 
under the fig tree, and knew his inmost thoughts and the desires of his heart, to know God better, 
that Jesus said to him, ‘Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe?”  “You 
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will see greater things than these.”  “And He said to him, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter 
you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”  
So Jesus was telling Nathaniel that He Himself is the ladder which reaches from the earth to 
heaven.  He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and no man comes to the Father except by Him.  
When Jacob saw this ladder in his vision, he was actually seeing a pictorial representation of 
Christ. 
        The way that you ought to conduct yourself in the church of the living God is to promote the 
preaching of the word of God which speaks of the need of every single person to be saved from their 
sins and to come to know God.  The way that this is done is for you yourself to know and to 
memorize the promises of God and to faithfully attend the preaching of the word of God and 
promote others coming to hear it.  The way to conduct yourself in the house of God is for you 
yourself to believe that God is in this place, and to have a holy fear and awe of God.  “Surely the 
Lord is in this place, and I did not know it,” Jacob says.  Well, with all the truth that has been 
revealed to us in this place, we should be able to say: Surely the Lord is in this place and we do 
know it, and that is why we are here!  Our church here in this place is the house of God and the gate 
of heaven; not only are we the people here gathered, but our God is here with us!    
       Jacob took a stone and he set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it.  We have set up public 
worship here and we pray that God would descend to us this day and fill our hearts with glory!  
Jacob made a vow that he would make the Lord his God if God would give him bread to eat and 
clothing to put on, and allow him to come back to his father’s house in peace.  We make our vow in 
baptism that we have taken Christ to be our Savior and since he has given us the bread of heaven in 
His word to eat, and since He has clothed us with garments of salvation, and since He is in the 
process of delivering us from all of our enemies, we shall serve Him all the days of our life; and that 
service will be made real here in this church.  Jacob promised that he would give God a tenth of all 
if God would help him.  We, according to what God has given to us, give a tenth of all to Him as 
well.  This is how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar of the truth.   
         When you do this in consistency you become a pillar in the house of our God.  Look with me 
over at 2nd Kings chapter 23, verse 1.  “Now the king (that is, Josiah) sent them to gather all the 
elders of Judah and Jerusalem to him.”  “The king went up to the house of the Lord with all the 
men of Judah, and with him all the inhabitants of Jerusalem—the priests and the prophets and all 
the people, both small and great.”  “And he read in their hearing all the words of the book of the 
Covenant which had been found in the house of the Lord.”  “Then the king stood by a pillar and 
made a covenant before the Lord, to follow the Lord and to keep His commandments and His 
testimonies and His statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of this 
covenant that were written in this book.”  “And all the people took a stand for the covenant.”  This 
kind of covenant is the same kind of covenant that each one of you takes when you become a 
member of this church.  You are expected to listen to the words of the word of God and to keep His 
commandments and His testimonies and statutes, with all of your heart and all of your soul by 
having faith, and keeping faith, with the Lord Jesus, according to the tenor of the New Covenant.  
Even as king Josiah stood by a pillar and made a covenant to follow the Lord, Christ in the New 
Covenant has performed all the words of the Book of the Law to perfection, and now He has 
blessings of grace to give to each one who believes in Him.  Having saved you from all of your sins, 
He expects that you will now covenant with Him to follow Him and to walk in His ways in 
accordance with all the truth of the New Testament.  This is what baptism and the observance of 
the Lord’s Supper is all about.  This is what church membership is all about.  This is what each 
Christian who is serious about following Jesus will want to commit to doing; following Christ in the 
context of the local church.   
Now finally – Let us consider what it means that the church is the ground of the 
truth.   
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       The church being the “ground” of the church means that she builds upon the foundation 
already laid in Jesus Christ; the foundation upon which all Christians and all churches must build 
upon, if lasting fruit is to be born to God.  This metaphor shows us something extremely important 
about the church’s mission on Christ’s behalf.  First, she must recognize that He is the builder of 
His Church as it says in Matthew 16: 18 – “Upon this rock I will build my Church”.  The rock that is 
being spoken of here is Peter’s confession of Jesus as being the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  
The gates of hell shall not prevail against this confession of Him.  All the strategies, all the plans of 
Satan and wicked men being used by him to further his dark kingdom shall not prevail.  But Peter 
on that day, representing all the rest of the Apostles, saw clearly that Christ would build His Church 
by the preaching of the word concerning Christ Himself.  Christ would use the Apostle’s preaching 
and teaching to build a foundation; a basement as it were, a ground level in truth, that would 
support the whole edifice of His spiritual building, the Church.  The Apostles were given the keys of 
the kingdom; they would be the ones to open up and explain the Gospel truths of salvation in 
Christ, and they would put down in writing that which would define all the truth necessary for faith 
and practice, for true Christians, or anyone who would be one.  They would define what a Christian 
was, and what he should be doing.   
       They would lay down foundational truth for the building of the Church by the power of God.  
The Church would receive and see all of these truths as having been given to the Apostles by Christ 
Himself, as something immovably sure, and they would tell all Christians not to move from them.  
All true pastors and teacher and all true churches are grounded in these foundational truths and 
these strong doctrines, such as we find in our 1689 Confession of Faith.  The Attributes of God, the 
infallibility of the Scripture, the person and work of Christ, the right view of the law and the gospel, 
the duties and responsibilities of the church and the family.  The church is the foundation of the 
truth.  She has received it from Apostolic hands.  She doesn’t need a Pope to modify it, or warp it.  
The Church is not infallible.  The Word of God is.  But the church is the foundation of truth.  The 
whole truth of the Church being the foundation of truth is seen in 1st Corinthians 3: 9-17.  “For we 
are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building.”  “According to the grace of 
God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds 
on it.”  “But let each one take heed how he builds on it.”  “For no other foundation can anyone lay 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”  “Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each ones’ work will become clear; for the Day will declare 
it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is.”  “if 
anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward.”  “If anyone’s work is 
burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.”   
       Paul was a wise master-builder under Christ.  He laid the foundation of truth related to our 
helping in building Christ’s Church.  He laid the foundation on Christ’s word and work.  And we 
read his words in the New Testament Scriptures and we order our lives accordingly.  This is how 
the Church is to be built; this is how she shall become strong.  It will be by letting all gospel truth 
and sound doctrine find its foundation in the Person and work and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
There are doctrines of gold and silver, doctrines of precious stones, as John Calvin says.  There are 
people who are the same.  This is how truth goes forward; when the precious doctrines of Christ’s 
grace, and the strength and power of what Christ did at the cross are laid down; then the real 
spiritual work begins, and continues.  I hope that you will do your part and together we will then be 
seen as a church which is the pillar and support of the truth. 


