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Week Three:   

Our Adversary the Devil – Part I: Reality and activities 

I. THE REALITY OF SATAN - The denial of Satan’s reality usually takes the 

form of considering the idea of a Satan as the personification of evil but 

not actually a being that has his own separate existence.  

a. EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT  

i. The Bible is our authority on the existence and understanding 

of Satan. We understand that we received the Word of God, 

the Bible, as divine revelation; not as merely the thoughts 

and meditations of man about God. Since we believe that the 

Bible is inspired we get our information there and not from 

human speculation. Satan did not evolve as a personal 

being; he existed and acted from the earliest to the last books 

of God’s revelation. Notice especially passages like Matthew 

13:39; Luke 10:18; and 11:18.  

b. EVIDENCE OF PERSONALITY  

i. The Traits of Personality Like the angels, Satan is said to 

possess the traits of personality. He shows intelligence (2 

Cor. 11:3); he exhibits emotions (Rev. 12:17, anger; Luke 

22:31, desire); he demonstrates that he has a will (Isa. 

14:12–14; 2 Tim. 2:26).  

ii. The Pronouns of Personality - (Job 1; Matt. 4:1–12).  

iii. The Moral Responsibility of Personality - If Satan were merely 

a personification that people have devised to express their 

ideas of evil, then such a personification could scarcely be 

held morally responsible for his actions, since, in reality, there 

is no being who can be held accountable. But Satan is held 

accountable by the Lord (Mt 25:41).  

c. HIS NATURE - Let’s read a rather long passage in Ezekiel 28.1-19 

i. He Is a Creature  - Assuming that Ezekiel 28:11–19 refers to 

Satan (to be discussed later), that passage clearly states that 

Satan was created (v. 15). This means that he does not 

possess attributes that belong to God alone, like 

omnipresence, omnipotence, and omniscience. Though a 
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mighty being, he has creaturely limitations. And as a creature 

he must be accountable to his Creator.  

ii. He Is a Spirit Being Satan belongs to the order of angels 

called cherubim (Ezek. 28:14). Apparently he was the highest 

created angel (v. 12). Evidently this was the reason Michael, 

the archangel, did not dispute with Satan about the body of 

Moses (Jude 9). Satan may be called the archangel of all the 

evil angels. Even in his present, fallen state, he retains a great 

deal of power (though under the permission of God). 

d. HIS NAMES – The fact that there are so many names given certifies 

his existence.  

i. Names of Identity: 

1. Satan (used about fifty-two times) from the Hebrew, 

Satan, means adversary or opposer (Zech. 3:1; Matt. 

4:10; Rev. 12:9; 20:2).  

2. Devil (used about thirty-five times) from the Greek, 

diabolos, means slanderer (Matt. 4:1; Eph. 4:27; Rev. 

12:9; 20:2).  

3. Evil One: John records him as the evil one (John 17:15; 

1 John 5:18–19). His evil character, indicated in this 

title, pervades the entire world, which is under his 

control. Yet the believer cannot ultimately be possessed 

by Satan.  

4. Lucifer – “Morning Star” Isaiah 14.12 

ii. Names describing his appearance 

1. A serpent: A serpent was the way Satan first appeared 

to mankind (Gen. 3:1). This characterization sticks with 

Satan in the New Testament as well (2 Cor. 11:3; Rev. 

12:9) and indicates his guile and craftiness.  

2. A red dragon: Satan is also depicted as a great red 

dragon (Rev. 12:3, 7, 9). This emphasizes his fierce 

nature, especially in conflict.  

iii. Names drawn from his activities: 

1. The accuser - One of Satan’s activities is to be the 

accuser of the brethren (Rev. 12:10). He does this 

unceasingly—day and night. Of what does he accuse 
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us? Of sins we commit. And, of course, he has an 

airtight case, for believers do sin, and any sin could 

undo our salvation. However, our Lord, our Advocate, 

defends us on the sole basis that all our sins were paid 

for by His death (1 John 2:1–2).  

2. Tempter: Satan is also the tempter (Matt. 4:3; 1 

Thess. 3:5). This has been his work from his first 

encounter with human beings (Gen. 3:1).  

3. Beelzebub (Beelzebul) - The name Beelzebub 

designates Satan as the chief of the demons (Luke 

11:15). When Jesus’ enemies alleged that He was 

possessed by Beelzebub, they made themselves guilty 

of the worst kind of blasphemy.  

4. Belial - Paul uses Belial as a name for Satan in 2 

Corinthians 6:15. The word means worthlessness or 

wickedness and aptly describes Satan’s character.  

iv. Positional names: Satan’s position over this world is seen in 

several titles given to him.  

1. He is the “ruler of this world” (John 12:31).  

2. He is the “god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4).  

3. He is the “prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2) He 

is “the spirit that is now working in the sons of 

disobedience” (v. 2). He resides in the air (equivalent to 

“the heavenly places” in Eph. 6:12) and rules this 

cosmos as well as this age. That kind of rule over the 

world and atmosphere in which we live is awesome and 

fearful. Thankfully, greater is He who is in us than he 

who is in the world (1 John 4:4). 

4. He is the deceiver of the whole world (Rev. 12:9; 

20:3).  
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THE CREATION AND SIN OF SATAN  

I. HIS CREATION  

1. When? - If Satan were not a created being then he must be eternal 

or self-existent. That would make him god. The Scriptures declare 

that all things were created by God through Christ, and there is 

nothing that was not made by Him (John 1:3; Col. 1:16–17)  

2. How was he made? What were his characteristics? Many debate 

whether or not Ezekiel 28:11–19 has Satan in view, but if it does, 

then it provides us with a number of descriptive details as to the 

characteristics of Satan’s original condition at his creation. The 

possibilities include everything from symbolic idea to sinister 

being.  

3. What can we learn about his original characteristics at his creation? 

Whatever specifics these verses teach, they convey the clear idea 

that Satan was highly privileged, the epitome of God’s Creation, who 

had an unparalleled position in the universe.  

i. Satan had unparalleled wisdom and beauty (Ezekiel 28:12).  

ii. Satan had an unparalleled habitation (v. 13).  

iii. Satan had an unparalleled covering (v. 13). The dazzling 

description of his dress or robe indicates something of the 

glory bestowed on him.  

iv. Satan had an unparalleled function (v. 14). He belonged to 

the order of angelic creature designated cherubim. They are 

associated with guarding the holiness of God (Gen. 3:24), 

with the throne of God (Ezek. 1:5), and here apparently with 

the actual presence of God.  

v. Satan had unparalleled perfection (Ezek. 28:15). He was 

perfect in the sense of being completely sound and of having 

total moral integrity. Here, as well as in verse 13, we are 

reminded that Satan was created, and as a creature, he must 

someday answer to his Creator. 
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II. HIS SIN  

1. The Origin of Satan’s Sin  

i. Sin was found in him (Ezek. 28:15). This is really the only 

verse in the Bible that states exactly the origin of sin. The 

details of Satan’s sin are specified elsewhere, but the origin is 

only expressed here. This sin was spontaneously generated in 

Satan. This sin must have been included in the eternal plan of 

God. Yet God never assumes the responsibility for the 

commission of any sin, including Satan’s. THIS IS A 

DIFFICULT YET IMPORTANT POINT OF THEOLOGY. WHERE 

DID SIN COME FROM AND IS IT GOD’S FAULT? GOD 

NEITHER CAN BE TEMPTED WITH SIN NOR DOES HE TEMPT. 

James 1.13-15. 

1. J. O. Buswell  - According to the Bible, then, sin 

originated in an act of free will in which the creature 

deliberately, responsibly, and with adequate 

understanding of the issues chose to corrupt the holy 

character of godliness with which God had endowed His 

creation. …  

III. The Nature of Satan’s Sin  

1. The New Testament pinpoints Satan’s particular sin as pride, 

conceit, or being puffed up (1 Tim. 3:6). It is likened to the conceit 

a new convert may have when he is either pushed forward or 

asserts himself too quickly and begins to take to himself the glory 

that belongs to God. Ezekiel 28:16 assigns the cause of Satan’s 

downfall to the abundance of his trade. In other words, Satan used 

his position for personal profit—to traffic in his own self-promotion. 

Isaiah gives more detail of Satan’s sin (14:12–17).  

2. Satan is called the morning star in Isaiah 14:12. The Latin 

equivalent is Lucifer, which, on the basis of this passage, became a 

name for Satan. However, the use of morning star with reference to 

Satan gives us an indication of the basic character of his plot against 

God. Since the same title is used in Revelation 22:16 of Christ, we 

recognize that Satan’s plan was to counterfeit the plan of God, and 

indeed it was and is. How he initiated that plan is detailed in the five 

“I will” phrases in Isaiah 14:13–14.  
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i. I will ascend to heaven.  

ii. I will raise my throne above the stars of God. The meaning of 

this depends on the understanding of “stars.” If they refer to 

angels (Job 38:7; Jude 13; Rev. 12:3–4), then Satan wished 

to rule over all the angels. If they refer to the luminous 

heavenly bodies, then he wished to rule in the heavens.  

iii. I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the 

north.  

iv. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds. He wanted the 

glory that belonged to God (clouds are often associated with 

God’s presence, see Exod. 16:10; Isa. 19:1).  

v. I will make myself like the Most High. Here his counterfeit is 

crystal clear. Satan wanted to be like, not unlike, God. The 

name El Elyon means God Most High. 

3. His sin was affective and infective. Satan’s sin was more 

damaging because of the widespread effects of it.  

i. It affected other angels (Rev. 12:7);  

ii. It affects all people (Eph. 2:2);  

iii. It positioned him as the ruler of this world, which he uses to 

promote his kingdom and to counterfeit God’s (John 16:11);  

iv. It affects all the nations of the world, for he works to deceive 

them (Rev. 20:3). All sin is serious, and all sin affects others. 

But sin in high places is more serious and its ramifications 

more widespread. The sin of Satan should serve as a constant 

reminder and warning to us. 

Look at Ephesians 6.12. We are in a battle. But the main part of the battle is with 

enemies that we cannot even see. So the weapons of our warfare must 

necessarily be spiritual. Pastor Phil how can we fight the devil? We are helpless it 

seems. Only one Bible verse speaks to dealing with the devil. James 4.7 

Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 


