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James 1:21-25 21  Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of 
naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save 
your souls. 22  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your 
own selves. 23  For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a 
man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24  For he beholdeth himself, and goeth 
his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25  But whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. !
21a Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness !
Wherefore refers to the previous verses. !

James 1:19-20 19  Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20  For the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God. !

lay apart apotithēmi to put away, cast off lay apart/aside/down, put away/off.  !
filthiness rhuparia dirtiness (morally), filthiness.  !
superfluity perisseia surplusage that is superabundance.  !
naughtiness kakia badness, that is (subjectively) depravity, or (actively) malignity, or 
(passively) trouble, evil, malice, wickedness.  !
The righteousness of God (through Jesus Christ by the Holy Ghost) works in every man 
to put off those filthy, dirty, evil, depraved, wicked, troublesome, things. (Yes,  sin will 
remain, but not in abundance in God’s elect, else they would not be being sanctified.) !
21b and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your 
souls. !

Luke 11:24-26 24  When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh 
through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return unto my 
house whence I came out. 25  And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and 
garnished. 26  Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more 
wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of 
that man is worse than the first. !

Sins cannot just be taken away. Something must fill in where the sin was residing. !
Ezekiel 36:25-27  Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 
clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 26  A new 
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 27  And I will 
put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall 
keep my judgments, and do them. !
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Ingraft to insert a cion of one tree in another, to fix deep, implant. Grafting is a 
horticultural technique. !
Vine and branches are used by Jesus Christ to describe his connection to the Jewish 
disciples. !

John 15:1-8 1  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2  Every branch 
in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, 
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3  Now ye are clean through the 
word which I have spoken unto you. 4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye 
abide in me. 5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 6  If a man 
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 8  Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. !

Root and branches are used by Paul to describe the connection of Jesus Christ to the 
Gentiles. !

Romans 11:16-24 16  For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the 
root be holy, so are the branches. 17  And if some of the branches be broken off, 
and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them 
partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; 18  Boast not against the 
branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. 19  Thou wilt 
say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in. 20  Well; because of 
unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but 
fear: 21  For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also 
spare not thee. 22  Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which 
fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise 
thou also shalt be cut off. 23  And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be 
graffed in: for God is able to graff them in again. 24  For if thou wert cut out of the 
olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature into a 
good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be graffed 
into their own olive tree? !

The root is Jesus Christ, the elect (both Jew and Gentile) are branches. After being 
grafted in to the root, the word of truth, is engrafted into us. With plants, grafting a 
branch in requires that the tissues of the plant be compatible and join together so that 
the root feeds the new branch. The new branch then provides these advantages: 
maturity, hardiness, sturdiness, disease resistance, repair, and consistency. When sin is 
taken away, the engrafted word replaces it and strengthens the elect child of God. This 
is a continual process: to lay apart sin and receive with meekness the word. Like a 
grafted branch, it must be cared for. What the word commands should be done. !
22-24  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 
selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man 
beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, 
and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 
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But be ye means “but keep on becoming”. Deceiving your own selves means “cheating 
yourself”. For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way means “he glanced quickly at 
himself”. !
Casting off the works of darkness, but putting on the armor of light and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

Romans 13:11-14 11  And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake 
out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 12  The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let 
us put on the armour of light. 13  Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting 
and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 14  But 
put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to 
fulfil the lusts thereof. !

Mortifying earthly things, putting off the old man with his deeds, but putting on the new 
man, letting the word of Christ dwell richly. !

Colossians 3:1-17 1  If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2  Set your affection on 
things above, not on things on the earth. 3  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God. 4  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory. 5  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the 
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry: 6  For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on 
the children of disobedience: 7  In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in 
them. 8  But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
communication out of your mouth. 9  Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put 
off the old man with his deeds; 10  And have put on the new man, which is 
renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 11  Where there is 
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 
free: but Christ is all, and in all. 12  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
longsuffering; 13  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any 
man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 14  
And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 
15  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in 
one body; and be ye thankful. 16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17  And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God and the Father by him.  !

Laying aside every weight, but looking unto Jesus. !
Hebrews 12:1-2 1  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 2  Looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne 
of God. !
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Laying aside evil, but desiring the word. !
1 Peter 2:1-3 1  Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and 
envies, and all evil speakings, 2  As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the 
word, that ye may grow thereby: 3  If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. !

25  But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he 
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his 
deed. !
Looketh into means “to gaze carefully”. !

John 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. !
John 8:36  If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. !
Romans 8:2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from 
the law of sin and death. !
2 Corinthians 3:17-18 17  Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty. 18  But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord. !

How then does the elect child of God (the branch on the vine/root with the engrafted 
word), persevere (continueth therein) unto being blessed in his deeds? !
By keeping the commandments of the Lord. Being a hearer of the word and a doer of the 
word. !

Psalms 19:7-11 7  The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the 
testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 8  The statutes of the LORD 
are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening 
the eyes. 9  The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the 
LORD are true and righteous altogether. 10  More to be desired are they than 
gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the 
honeycomb. 11  Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of 
them there is great reward. !

By meditating upon the commandments of the Lord. Not glancing, but looking deeply. !
Psalms 119:97-105 97 O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day. 98  
Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they 
are ever with me. 99  I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy 
testimonies are my meditation. 100  I understand more than the ancients, 
because I keep thy precepts. 101  I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I 
might keep thy word. 102  I have not departed from thy judgments: for thou hast 
taught me. 103  How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth! 104  Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every 
false way. 105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
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