
The Other Lost Brother
Lost But Now Found
By Eric Smith

Bible Text: Luke 15:25-32
Preached on: Sunday, March 23, 2014

Collinsville Bible Church
2075 Lakeview Avenue
Dracut, MA 01826 

Website: cbcdracut.org
Online Sermons: www.sermonaudio.com/cbcdracut

And in so doing in the span of three weeks, there was a third or a fourth message laid on 
my heart so we've dwelt on that last Sunday and this is very close to the message I had 
planned on preaching about four weeks ago. So, in verse 25, this is really somewhat the 
middle or we would say the climax of the story that our Lord is telling here, the story of 
two sons. The word “now” in verse 25 is rendered in a lot of other modern translations as 
“meanwhile.” So while all of what was going on in the house as far as this great cause for 
celebration, there was this incredible party and feast being held by the father because the 
lost son was now home again and there is dancing and there is music making and it's just 
a grand old time and this is where we pick up the story in verse 25.

“25 Now,” or meanwhile, “his elder son was in the field: and as he came 
and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing. 26 And he 
called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. 27 And he 
said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted 
calf, because he hath received him safe and sound. 28 And he was angry, 
and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him. 29 
And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, 
neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never 
gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: 30 But as soon 
as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, 
thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. 31 And he said unto him, Son, thou 
art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. 32 It was meet,” it was 
suitable, appropriate, “that we should make merry, and be glad: for this 
thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.”

The story which we have given quite a bit of attention to I think at this point in our 
treatment of it, there is bound to be some degree of overlap and some things that are such 
points of emphasis that we've probably introduced them already and they'll get reiterated 
as we move into our last installment of this this morning. I've noted in the past that the 
aspect of the story that almost without exception gets the natural attention from people is 
the fact that this son, what the elder brother calls “this son of yours,” has so sinned his 
way out of the father's household and the father's family and just sins seemingly 
irreparably but then the father receives him back. That is the part of the story that really 
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does tend to get our attention the most. We do need to remember that that is the part of 
the story that was very difficult for our Lord's original hearers, his target audience 
especially at this particular and under these circumstances, it was the Pharisees, it was the 
religious moralists. As they heard this, they would not have a kind of moist-eyed weepy 
response to this. It would have troubled them, confused them and among at least some, if 
not the majority of them, it would have outraged them. This is where it would have gotten 
their attention and it would have enticed them to see what was going to happen next and 
the section that we just read really is the climax to the story. 

There are other themes that are being addressed here and we gave attention to one of 
those, the whole picture of a lost soul, a home-sick soul, the one away from God being 
brought back to the family. We gave attention to that with the whole message last Sunday 
morning. But the climax of the story where our Lord was going with this whole set of 
stories that he told throughout all of Luke 15, the point to this is to actually show and 
expose and magnify the condition of the elder brother. That is the point to this and the 
elder brother, of course, represents a whole group of people, people of a moral upright 
standing and people that because of their religious pedigree and their religious upbringing 
and more than that and as it applies to many, many people today, just the fact that they 
can easily see in themselves that they are a good person compared to so much else of 
what's out there for people and especially compared to the younger brother who really 
represents the moral relativisit that basically says, “Well, I don't need God and I don't 
need his rules and I’m just going to go off and live the way I want to.” So, it's very easy 
to comprehend, really digest the central meaning of this story in the following way: the 
fact that, and this is the way I think many even Christian and church folks understand 
this, the fact that Jesus was addressing the Pharisees, yes, and he was showing them how 
much that they were not sympathetic with the father's heart for receiving the younger 
brother types back into the fold. 

That is part of it but that's not all of it, that's not the entirety of the essential message our 
Lord is conveying here. The climax here is to show, to expose, what the true condition 
and the needs of the elder brother really are. If you look down with me in verse 28 and I 
tried to read this in a sense that really brings out the climax to this. In verse 28 when he 
finds out what's going on as far as the father welcoming the son and in such an 
extravagant manner, it says he's angry and he won't even go into the house and he is now 
adamantly opposed. Not just to the younger brother, let's see this for what it is, he is now 
sensing and feeling a great amount of hostility toward the father. Do you see that? This is 
precisely what is being conveyed by our Lord telling the story and it becomes very 
obvious that the elder brother is now at odds with the dad. He is undone.

Interesting passage in Isaiah 6, many of us are familiar with it. Isaiah, as a prophet 
already, he gets this vision of the holiness of God. It's actually the very text of the song 
that we sang, holy, holy, holy, actually comes from there. He sees the Lord and do you 
remember what he says about himself? He says, “Woe is me! I am undone.” There are 
times even for us as professing Christian people that the Lord has to show us something, 
he has to tell us a story or convey something very clear and direct and even simple but 
powerful from his word to show us what's really wrong with our relationship with the 
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Father and this is what the Lord is doing with the religious class here. There is something 
terribly awry and wrong with the Pharisees' relationship with the father.

So, with the rest of our time here, I want us to focus on this: what is wrong with the elder 
brother? He is the type of person that if you know him, he's got it all together morally and 
religiously. He goes to church every time he's supposed to. He reads his Bible. He may 
and probably does actually memorize Scripture and he takes part in everything that is 
expected of him. What we want to see is what the elder brother needs, what is the 
essential way to sum up what his problem is, what the elder brother need. First of all, 
what does he need? To state it very simply: the elder brother needs to be found. Hmm? 
That sounds kind of weird because we focus on the one of the two sons that is actually 
lost, that we know is lost, it's the younger son but the truth is the elder brother needs to be 
found because he also is lost. He certainly is. He's lost from the father. The emphasis of 
the story here, verse 28, we just gave attention to it again but it says there that he is angry 
and he will not go into the father's party that he's throwing for the younger son. It says 
there, “therefore came his father out, and intreated him.” And what essentially, how 
would we sum up verse 29? The elder brother is saying, “I can't believe you. I can't 
believe you would go and do this. You've got to be kidding me.” And he is ticked off, 
right? I mean, he is, there is no other way to describe this. He's making it very clear, “Me 
go in there with you for that son of yours?” He won't even claim the fact that he's blood 
related to him. He says, “No.” 

He's saying a big huge no to his relationship to the father and he's showing that he as well 
is away from the father. He's lost from the father relationally and the irony of this, of 
course, is the younger son is the one that was thought of to be so lost, right? Well, the 
truth is now is the younger son lost anymore? No, he's not at all and the case is is that the 
other brother is the lost son at this point. This is the point of all three stories, we looked 
into this several weeks back, the story of the lost sheep and the second lost story is the 
lost what? Yes, the lost coin, the woman loses it. And in every case including the third 
one, the point of all three stories is that something is not where it's supposed to be, it's 
lost. We all have some kind of lost story. We have probably a lot of lost stories for some 
of us; we tend to lose stuff all the time. Well, losing like my dad's keys when I was 17 
years old in the middle of a snowstorm. I probably told this story at least a couple of 
times. It's the most agonizing and frustrating thing. Snow was coming about an inch 
every 20 minutes and after 45 minutes I said, “I'm never going to find my dad's keys.” It 
was out in the school parking lot and I probably made it much worse in my mind than 
what it really was but it was agonizing and frustrating and I had to go to him again and he 
has to be reminded of my sheer ineptitude and all that kind of thing. Then what happens 
in three inches of snow? I find the keys. The whole reason why I remember it as a story 
to tell to this day because I bet you're like, “Woo. It's just a small thing. It's just a set of 
keys.” But it's a huge relief. 

You've found something that you lost and that is the point of all three stories here but 
when we come to the third one, the focus seems to be upon the younger brother as really 
the lost one but what is the truth? Both sons, both categories of people everywhere no 
matter what their religious background is, no matter how often they come to church and 
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read the Bible, is that they are lost as well. It's interesting here in verse 31, the father 
actually says to him and you may question this, “Well, was the older brother really lost? I 
ask you, was the elder brother actually lost?” In verse 31, look there right down at the 
verse with me. The father says back to the son, “You are ever with me and all that I have 
is thine.” So, was he really lost? The Bible, especially the gospels are very clear on this 
that you can be outwardly with the Lord but inwardly you're as far away from him as 
anybody can be. We see this in a number of passages. John 14, Jesus says to Philip, he 
says, Jesus is talking to them and he says something about going away to heaven and he'll 
actually come back and Philip is like, “If you just show us the Father, that will just make 
us all happy.” Jesus says, “Philip, you've seen me so all along you've been seeing the 
Father.” He actually says it this way, he say, “You have been with me for so long and you 
still don't know me.” 

Now, we assumed that Philip knew the Savior at least to some degree but there were 
many ways in which he didn't and our Lord is emphasizing, “Hey, you can be with and 
you can be where you think you're supposed to be all the time in relation to me but still 
be so very far from me.” Matthew 15:8, our Lord is addressing the same religious class of 
people, the Pharisees and the scribes and he responds to them as far as a question that had 
come up and he says this to them, he say, “In vain this people honors me with their lips.” 
They teach the laws of God and they actually practice them as they understand them, they 
actually do them.” Then he says this, “But their hearts are,” what? “Far from me,” he 
says. But the most startling reference to this is found in Matthew 7. Go ahead and turn 
there with me, the seventh chapter of Matthew. Matthew 7:21, the Lord says this, this is 
toward the very end of his Sermon on the Mount. He says, “Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you.” We'll stop 
our reading there. The mentality that the Lord is addressing there is that there is a whole 
category of people, even elder brother types, that hear the words of God and they actually 
do much of them and it's the mindset of somebody saying, “Hey, I did all these things for 
you.” This is what the elder brother says in the last couple of verses. He says, “Hey, there 
was not a directive or an order that I failed to actually follow through on.” He says, “I did 
all of that.” What our Lord is actually addressing here is not necessarily hypocrites. Are 
you with me on this? He's not necessarily confronting people that say one thing and do 
something completely different. These are people that in so many ways actually do and 
keep the commands of God. You say, “Well, they don't do it perfectly.” Of course they 
don't but there is a religious or even Bible thumping kind of culture that they ascribe to 
and they know that there are many of the Lord's commands they actually do obey and 
abide by. These are people that focus on what they do for the Lord and that must mean 
that they are rightly related with him. It's the reminder that we can be, and this is a 
mentality, let's kid ourselves, the elder brother mentality is something that does creep into 
even the born again Bible believing church. One of the reasons why we need to be 
diligent in going over this and really addressing these things is because it will seep into 
our thinking and our mentality as well. We can be involved with the Father's business, we 
can occupy an office in the church, we can be teaching Sunday School, we can be taken 
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up with the Father's business and his affairs but not involved with the Father and this is 
what our Lord is revealing here.

So, first of all, what does the elder brother need? He needs to be found. He is lost and he 
needs to recognize that and he needs to be found and brought back home to the Father. 
Secondly, what does he need? Go back with me to Luke 15, hopefully you kept a finger 
there and if not, I’m sure you can find your way back there easily enough. But the second 
thing that the elder brother needs: he needs to see how far he really is from the father. 
This is the whole problem in the larger story of Jesus' interaction with the majority of the 
Jews. The Pharisees: we reviewed over the fact several weeks back that the Pharisees 
were not the kind of person that on the surface we would think that they really have any 
spiritual problems or issues but there was a huge disconnect or issue that had arisen in our 
Lord's dealings, his teachings, his works and his overall mission in relation to the 
Pharisees and it's always been this way. Even people that go to church every Sunday, 
there is something about the Bible, the supernatural otherworldly element about God and 
divine things and especially the person of Christ. They are drawn to at least some of what 
they are understanding what they hear about him, they're compelled by the majesty and 
the dignity of it all, if you catch my drift. 

But then something happens. You take somebody from a moral background and they may 
come into a church like ours or another Bible preaching church, another church that 
really seeks to give attention to the gospel and they come in and they may over time 
gradually get into the overall make-up of our church and start to know people and then 
something happens that just unnerves them. A person that's been part of the church 
maybe for some time, maybe a person that the new person, the moral person, has known 
for quite a period of time, maybe even grown up with them and they look at that person, 
like one of you or me, and they're like, “Well, hey, how can that guy be a Christian? I 
know him. I know what he's like. I know how badly he messed up when he was a 
teenager.” Or, “I know some of the things this guy actually does at work and how can 
that be the case?” And let's be honest, people do this. They'll stop and think, “Wait a 
minute. I'm a much better person than him.” And it becomes a real stone of stumbling. 
Or, it could be the kind of thing where somebody meets a Christian and they encounter a 
person with a major personality quirk, something that just makes them feel socially 
uncomfortable or whatever the case may be and somehow they stumble with the fact that 
God has accepted them, the gospel somehow seems to be so much for that kind of people, 
terribly flawed people. And aren't you glad that it is? Any Amens out there for that? 
Because whether we want to admit it or not, we're all fundamentally flawed in some way. 
So, when somebody responds this way and let's be honest, oftentimes even in the context 
of belonging to a church for some time, we can react this way to other people, maybe 
even other Christians that we've gone to church with for a long time and we're like, 
“Wow. I know I’m much better than him or her.” And when we start to feel that way, this 
is what happened in the whole dynamic of Jesus telling this story and what he was 
addressing, that it is a kind of unveiling as far as not just our attitude toward those people, 
but it's the attitude towards the heart of God and that was where our Lord was going with 
this and where he's still going and teaching this to us as well.
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So, how far the elder brother really is from the father, but one of the very important 
things to consider with this is that it's more than just the fact that he sees himself as lost 
also. Where is our Lord really going with this? It's more than that. The truth of our Lord 
telling this story, the truth about the heart of the elder brother and I’m just going to test 
you on this, the truth is that he's actually worse off than the younger brother. You think 
about that. Is that true? Is that what he's actually saying and if we follow the whole gist of 
the story, this is what our Savior is saying to us and the elder brother needs to see that. 
The truth is you compare or contrast the younger brother with the elder brother, there is 
more proud resistance in the heart of such a moralist or religious person. Think with me 
on this now. The elder brother says, “Hey, if you're going to act that way, if you're going 
to be so reckless in your receiving and in your kindness and forgiveness for that son of 
yours, then forget the whole thing.” That's what the elder brother is saying, “Forget it.” 
And it reveals such a resistance, such a pride in his heart.

Why is it? It's not that he is lost in spite of his being a good moral person, but think with 
me on this, he is lost because of his good deeds and most especially his attitude towards 
them, clinging to them, “I am much better than that extravagant and profligate of that son 
of yours.” He is lost because of his good deeds. We see this down in verses 28, 29 and 
31. He says, verse 28, therefore he's angry, would not go in and in verse 29 the elder 
brother says, “Lo, these many years do I serve thee.” Actually, the point is that he slaved 
for him, that's the word. He says, “I haven't at any time disregarded one order of yours 
and yet you never acted towards me this way.” This is what the elder brother is saying 
and so he won't go in with the father and it's for that reason. Do you see this? He's saying, 
“Look, I’ve done everything you've expected and it is not at all fair for you to run your 
household that way because I’ve done all of what you've ever wanted and I’ve abided by 
the system and now you're breaking and ruining and just messing up the whole thing.” 

So, he is clinging to his good works instead of a relationship with the father and this is 
why our Lord actually says throughout the gospel accounts, he said in Matthew 21:31, 
Jesus said this, he said, “I tell you this that the tax collectors and prostitutes will go into 
heaven before you,” or that is, ahead of you. “They will get there and not you,” is what he 
says and I just want to make sure that we're all processing this today. Why would Jesus 
say that? Why? If it's just a matter of...the whole point that the elder brother actually 
needs to realize that he needs to repent to, well, it's actually bigger than that. It's the fact 
that the poison of the religious person and many among us as well, is the fact that we 
cling to us being good people. Somehow, deep down inside, our default way of thinking 
is that, “I am much better than them.” And the reason why Jesus says it is that our good 
deeds in the words of a scholar by the name of John Gerstner, he actually said it this way. 
He says, “What really separates us from God is not our sin but it's our damnable good 
works.” When people look at their own hearts and say, “Look, I’ve done everything. I'm 
not perfect, nobody is.” That's the big line that everybody wants to say but, “I am pretty 
good. I am.”

How does this actually work? How does goodness or people's good works, what they see 
as their own moral condition, how does that work as a liability for them with regards to 
their relationship with God? A couple of things I want to throw out there: one is that 
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people's good deeds or their moral goodness conceals or disguises your battle with God. 
What is sin essentially? And let's be reminded of that today. The bottom line, core 
definition of what sin actually is, what is it? Disobeying God's commands. Is that right? 
That's true, that's part of it but there is a larger scope and definition that we really need to 
cling to here. Ultimately, sin is seeking to be our own savior. Our own savior and our 
own master and that is what we might call the cosmic treason. God is the Master of the 
universe, Creator of all things and by our sin, our sin comes out of a heart that essentially 
believes and says, “Thanks but no thanks.” Just like Adam and Eve said in the Garden, 
“Thanks but no thanks but we would like to try this whole God thing ourselves.” And that 
manifests itself in so many ways.

The younger brother, this is helpful to see by way of contrast, the younger brother in his 
lostness and this is why the elder brother is in such a far more difficult condition before 
the father, the younger brother, he freely admits that he's trying to do his own thing, be 
his own boss, his own master and when his life falls apart, he says and we see this in the 
telling of the story of the two sons, he says, “Oh well, maybe I do need God.” Right? 
That's how we track the younger brother's story. But the elder brother because he believes 
he's been keeping the moral code all along, because of his own morality, it hides the fact 
that even in his abiding by the laws, abiding by what God wants, it hides the fact that you 
want to be your own master too. In that case, that kind of person is never totally 
dependent on the Lord. In fact, and this is so true of so many of us, we only pray when 
we're in trouble. We're not ever really dependent on him. We have never been brought to 
the point where we recognize that we are completely alienated from the Father, 
completely lost and undone and we just throw up our arms of faith and says, “God, if you 
don't do something to come down and rescue this poor wretch of a person, I am hopeless 
and I have nothing good that can ever happen to me or salvage me.” That is the younger 
brother mentality that he eventually comes to. In fact, the elder brother person doesn't 
ever make Jesus his Savior Lord and when life falls apart for that kind of person, the 
typical religious person, when life falls apart for them, they can't figure out why because 
their baseline default way of thinking is that, “I've done everything you wanted me to do, 
God, and this is what it gets me?” You've heard people say something like this, “I tried 
God but it didn't work.” What do people really mean by that? And people say that to you, 
I know they do me. “Oh yeah, I tried the whole church going religious thing and it just 
didn't work for me.” What do they really mean? They're saying, “I wanted something but 
God wouldn't give it to me.” 

This is the elder brother mentality: he wants things other than the father and his good 
moral life hides his resistance to God. There is another way in which people's moral 
goodness works against them is that they use it as a weapon against God. I won't say a 
whole lot more about this for the sake of time but the elder brother, he's obviously 
stymied by what the father does here in accepting the younger son and throwing this 
extravagant party and he doesn't ever say, “Well Dad, I don't quite understand this.” He 
doesn't come and say with any kind of humility, “I don't get this. Will you sit down and 
just explain this to me?” He doesn't do that but he is demanding. He says, “I've obeyed 
every order of yours and you've never given me what I wanted.” This demanding, angry 
disposition of his heart.
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A couple of things I want us to consider at this point and that is considering the elder 
brother, what are signs that even people among us, even yourself, that you actually are an 
elder brother? Or even as a real believer, you may be relapsing to an elder brother 
mentality? I just want to throw a couple of things out there as indications or signs of 
being an elder brother. 1. Look with me in verse 29, the latter part, he is quite angry. He's 
angry about his life and compares himself to others. It says in verse 29, he says, “You 
never threw a party for me. In fact, you never even threw a lesser party, you know, where 
you actually had a kid, a young goat, that I might make merry and have a party with my 
friends. You never even did that.” And he's angry and he's always comparing. He looks at 
the trials or hardships of his own life and compares it with other people who he knows 
are not as good as him and it becomes an issue. He says, “God, this is not fair at all.” And 
he believes in his own heart that there is goodness there and that it doesn't make sense 
that God has not rewarded his goodness.

He actually despises or hates the law of God that he's been obeying. We also see this in 
verse 29. He says, the first half of the verse, he say, “These many years do I serve thee or 
have I been slaving for you. I never disregarded any one of your commands,” that's the 
word for “orders.” Think of this with me: he says, “I did all this and you never rewarded 
me. You never gave me something good, the kind of thing that I really wanted and 
granted the desires of my heart. You never did that.” It really shows a mentality that any 
of us can fall into and I think especially our children growing up in the context of the 
Christian faith in the life of an assembly, that they come to actually use what we call 
means of grace. They use the Bible; they use spiritual disciplines or going to church to try 
to get what they want. They abide by the law and internally they resist it. That's why, of 
course, so many young people that grew up in the church, they somehow learn to obey 
the external commands and in many cases they don't internalize and receive the glorious 
gospel and recognize their own abject sinfulness. So, when they don't do that, they will 
use the externals, the trappings, they'll use the Bible to get what they want.

I remember as a young person and a teenager and student at a Christian school, it was so 
normal to read the Bible because it was a requirement in a class. Read the Bible to get a 
good grade. The danger of that, I think we should expect certain things from our children 
but more than anything, we've got to model the kind of joy and the feeding mentality of 
our interaction with the words of God so that they see what it really looks like. It's not 
just a matter of doing it to put a check mark on the list. No, it's not the case at all. As 
Psalm 1:2 says, “The man that belongs to the Lord is the one who actually takes delight 
in the words of God.”

The third sign of being a lost brother is this lack of assurance. Look with me I believe in 
verse 29, the whole thing about not getting a party. What was one of the reasons why the 
elder brother never got a party that the father threw for him? Think of this with me: it's 
because he never asked for it. That's essentially what the father says. This judgmental 
spirit and a lack of assurance. 
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The next thing I want us to consider or our last point here as far as what the elder brother 
needs: first of all, he needs to be found; secondly, he needs to see how far he really is 
from the father; and thirdly, he needs, what does he need? Can't you see as you envision 
the whole picture of what has happened here with the elder brother and the father, 
everybody is having an uproariously good time, they're partying, they're dancing, that 
was just the normal way to express such joy and merriment and there he is, this colossal 
stick-in-the-mud outside, sucking his own thumb or whatever and he has no affinity, no 
connection at all with all of what's going on there. No joy, no dancing, no party, no joyful 
reassurance, no such strong feeling of good will that he is the father's son. Not at all. In 
fact, he says “this son of yours.” He won't even own him as a brother. The religious 
moralist deep down inside just can't take the kind of person that hasn't been throughout 
their life as good as him. He won't accept him as a brother. This is what our Lord is 
addressing among the Pharisees. They're like, “Hey, he's welcoming tax collectors and 
prostitutes.” Let's not water it down. That is what they saw and that's what they 
concluded and somehow they did conclude probably that he was soft on sin. He wasn't 
but it's the fact that they are so far in their heart from the father.

What goes along with this and this is where we really need a check-up in our own spirits, 
is that Jesus is modeling that if you really belong to the Father, there is this inclusive 
spirit. There is nobody out there, if you are a real Christian and where God desires for us 
to get to in our growth and our maturity and our emulating the Father's heart, there is no 
person out there that we put a giant imaginary X over and say, “Nope, that person can 
never come.” You know, we go through that. We learn things the hard way. We often 
say, “Well, that person will never come.” But it's not true because the younger brother is 
the example of this. He's the kind of person that would never come and it's interesting to 
actually examine what the father did in throwing this party. What does he shout out right 
away? He says, “Serve up the fatted calf.” And that was an incredibly extravagant order. 
Right? The fatted calf was the item that you would preserve for the largest and most 
joyful of occasions and, of course, it was a whole lot more food than just for the family or 
even the family and the servants. It was the time there'd be enough food for the whole 
village. Bring everybody out and this is the father's inclusiveness here and no matter who 
they were, even though would have looked down on the father for accepting the younger 
son in that way, he's inviting them. Think of this with me: he's inviting them to come to 
the party as well. Let's think of this: if we're to be like our Father and if we are really to 
be one of his sons, genuine Christians are not judgmental. They are not. Let God judge. 
And there are ways in which we need to encourage and hold each other accountable that 
that is definitely the case. But as a baseline, as a way of thinking, we're not looking for 
something to find out and say, “See, you're not the real thing.” They want everybody else 
to come. Repentance. Absolutely. Real genuine, humble, contrite way of expressing our 
faith and confessing Jesus is our Savior. No doubt, but we want everybody to come.

The last thing and really by way of closing: what is the last thing that the elder brother 
actually needs or another way of saying it? He needs to be found. He needs to realize he's 
lost so that he can be found. Secondly, he needs to see how far he really is from the 
father. Thirdly, he needs the joy that comes from an unconditional acceptance by the 
father. Everybody else at the party, especially the young son has it but he doesn't. Lastly, 
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what does he really need? The elder brother needs a true elder brother, somebody that 
will step in and show how far he really is from the father and do whatever it takes to 
bring him. Who is that elder brother? We know this. It is the Lord himself, the one telling 
this story. He leaves that part of the story blank or open so that believing hearts will 
actually look up to him and say, “You're the one to rescue us and to bring us.”

Let's all close in prayer.

Father, we thank you for your word. Thank you for our time these four Sunday mornings 
to give attention to the simplicity, yet at the same time the incredible sheer power and 
clarity of your gospel message. Father, we ask that we would truly contemplate and 
consider where we are with you as the Father and, Lord, that you would examine our 
way of thinking and our judgmental spirit. Lord, that you would show and expose where 
some who are here today, where they are the elder brother, there's just no way around it.  
They are, that's where they are. They want to believe that they're good enough for you to 
accept them but in their very essence they are far from you. Lord, that you would show 
them, that you would convict their hearts. And Lord, for us here that have a way of 
relapsing and going back to an elder brother way of thinking, Father, refresh our hearts 
and that you would overhaul our thinking with the glorious claims of the gospel. We pray 
this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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