
Col. 3:17 (WCF 21:2-3)  “In Jesus’ Name”

For the Children: “Open up, in the name of the law!”  That means the police have the authority to tell you to 
let them in.  When we pray “in Jesus’ Name,” it means He has the authority to tell us how to live and to trust 
Him.  We should also show our thankfulness for His blessings by saying thank-you in His Name.  When we 
pray, we do so according to His will and because He makes our prayers acceptable to God.  We pray to God 
or to the Father, because He taught us to do so “in His Name” – though since He is God, He deserves our 
worship as well.  When we pray to God or to the Father, we are praying to Him as well.  Questions: What 
does Jesus’ Name have to do with life outside the worship services?  Why do we need Jesus to make our 
deeds and our worship acceptable to God?  When we use the OT in worship, what does that have to do with 
the Lord Jesus?
______________________________________________________________________________________
___

Introduction:

First Point: Doing Everything in Christ’s Name
1) All of Life: “Whatever you do…do all” refers to all of life – thoughts, words and deeds.  See v. 23, 1 

Cor. 10:31.  The “Name” of Jesus refers to all He stands for – His person, works, will and Word.  This 
is all summed up in the Bible.  All of life is to be lived according to all the Name of Jesus signifies

2) According to His Law: Doing all in His Name signifies living under His authority, expressed in the 
abiding laws of God’s Word.  When we pray in Jesus’ Name, we are promising to submit to the “rule 
of gratitude”

3) Trusting the Promises: Doing all in Jesus’ Name also means trusting the promises of His Word and 
depending upon the grace of God.  Jesus’ Name refers to His Mediatorial work that shows this 
grace.  Sinners need a Mediator so they can draw close to God, worship and serve Him.  Otherwise, 
our prayers and other deeds would be unacceptable to God.  See Dt. 5:22-33, Jn. 14:6,14; Eph. 2:18 

4) Showing Gratitude: Doing all in Jesus Name includes “giving thanks through Him.”  We should be 
thankful that He makes our deeds and our worship acceptable to God and is behind every blessing 
we receive in this life and the next

5) In the Worship Service: In the worship service we focus on the above implications of Jesus’ Name, 
so we can be strengthened to apply these things to whatever we do the rest of the week.  In worship 
services, all the elements should be seen in reference to Christ, either directly or indirectly – Christ-
centred preaching, praying in His Name, etc.  When we use the OT, we must interpret it in light of the 
full revelation of Christ.  That helps us to do whatever else we do at other times “in Christ’s Name” 

Second Point: Upholding the Trinity in Using Christ’s Name
1) The Relevant Doctrine: The use of Christ’s Name must always be in accord with the doctrine of the 

Trinity.  That doctrine is that there is One God in 3 Persons and 3 Persons in one God; the 3 Persons 
are distinct from each other, but inseparable; and each One is fully God.  The 3 persons do all things 
together, but in the works of creation, providence and salvation, One or other comes more to the fore

2) Worshipping God: The Triune God is the Object of worship, obedience and gratitude (Jam.4:7; Mt. 
4:10; Rev. 22:9b; WCF 21:2, BCF 10).  This stands over against all idolatry – including the worship of 
Mary and the saints

3) Addressing the Father: The NT also addresses worship to the Father, as in Col. 3:17 e.g., Jam. 3:9. 
Jesus commanded this as the norm for prayer (Mt. 6:9, Jn. 15:16, 16:23).  This is to teach us that the 
Triune God is “Fatherly” toward us, and that the 1st person of the Trinity comes to the fore in 
receiving prayer.  This in no way dishonours the other 2 persons, because they all honoured when 
One is.  Praying in Jesus’ Name honours Him as God, as does praying in the power of the Holy Spirit

4) Addressing the Son: Though the norm is to pray to the Father in the Son’s Name, there are 
examples of direct worship or prayer to Jesus e.g., Mt. 14:33, Jn. 14;14, 1 Tim. 1:12, Rev. 5:9,10,12. 
This reminds us that Christ deserves worship as much as the Father – as does the Spirit

Conclusion:


