
Gospel of Mark Chapter 9A 

 

As I have aged I have witnessed a certain circle of life that takes place both in the flesh and the 

spirit: That circle of life includes three important elements: Birth, Growth and Glory. 

 

We are born into a family, (not by our choosing but by the sovereign hand of God)  

We undergo the disciplines of youth and the disciplines of life, ever growing in character and 

stature.  

Eventually we hit the glory years, when our hair turns white,(loose) we enjoy the fruit of our 

labors, blessing of children and grandchildren, and we come to rest in the richness of a life that 

has been lived for Jesus. Now there is a peaceful anticipation of our eternal reward. 

 

I see this same pattern in God’s plan of redemption. (birth, growth and glory) 

We are born of the Spirit (justified by grace through faith in J.C. adopted into his family) 

As dearly loved children we experience the discipline of our heavenly Father (sanctification) 

All the while we anticipate the glorification that will come when we put off this mortal flesh. 

 

Romans 8: 29  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 

his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30  And those whom he 

predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 

justified he also glorified. 

 God’s redeeming grace justifies us, sanctifies us and glorifies us. 

 

A fly over of Mark Ch. 8,9 we see this same pattern in Jesus’ dealings with his disciples: 

1. The Profession of Christ  (Peter’s confession - Mark 8: “You are the Christ.” )   Our 

confession of Christ as Lord is evidence of  OUR JUSTIFICATION. 

2. The Price of discipleship  (“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 

up his cross and follow me.)  This describes OUR SANCTIFICATION 

3. (Ch. 9) A Preview of future glory.  Looks forward to OUR GLORIFICATION 

 

Moving on in the Gospel of Mark we find a preview of the glory that will be revealed at the 

second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Presently the world in which we live is languishing with increasing spiritual darkness. 

 BUT when history reaches its darkest moment, then suddenly the glory of God will come 

bursting on the scene in the return of the Lord Jesus.  Matthew describes that time: 

 

Matthew 24: 29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and 

the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 

heavens shall be shaken:  30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and 

then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the 

clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

 Every natural light in the universe will be extinguished at the coming of the Son of Man. 

 The only visible light that those who dwell on the earth will see is the Glory of the Lord 

coming on the clouds to take his rightful throne as the King of kings. 

Matthew 25:31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 

will sit on his glorious throne.” 



 The splendor of his appearing, the majesty of his personage will illuminate the entire planet. 

 What a difference between his first coming and his second coming. 

 

When Jesus came the first time he came in the form of a lowly bond servant, a meek messiah and 

humble carpenter; but when he comes again he will appear as a reigning sovereign, King of 

kings and Lord of lords. 

 

When Christ came the first time there was no room for him in the inn, but when he comes again 

he will inherit the earth. 

 

When Jesus came the first time he came riding a lowly donkey into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, 

but when he comes again a door will opened in the heavens and Christ will come riding a white 

stallion in righteousness to judge the inhabitants of the earth. 

 

When Jesus came the first time he stood before Pilate, when he comes the second time Pilate will 

stand before him. 

 

When Jesus came the first time he wore a crown of thorns, when he comes again he will wear 

many diadems. 

 

Here in Mark Ch 9 the glory of the Lord Jesus will be revealed to a few of his chosen disciples. 

Here is our outline for today: 

1. The Promise of Glory Vs 1 

2. The Presence of Glory Vs 2-3 

3. The Prophets of Glory Vs 4-6 

4. The Purpose of Glory  Vs 7-8 

 

The promise of glory actually begins back in Chapter 8, Vs 38: 

Mark 8: 38  For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 

with the holy angels.” 1 And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here 

who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.”  

 Years ago, I was taught that Prophecy is actually History that is written in advance. 

 When the Bible speaks prophetically it is absolutely certain that the events of which it speaks 

will take place. 

 When the Lord Jesus (the Living Word) speaks of future events to his disciples they can be 

assured that what he is describing will most certainly take place. 

 

What did he say?  SOME (not all) of the disciples that were standing with him that day would 

not taste death, (would not pass from life to eternity) until they SEE the kingdom of God coming 

with power. 

We know from the book of Revelation that the Apostle John (who was standing with Jesus on 

that day) was “in the spirit on the Lord’s day”  (Rev. 1:10) and he was witness to the glory of the 

King and His eternal kingdom. Listen to his description of the Lord Jesus: 

 



Revelation 1:13 in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe 

and with a golden sash around his chest. 14  The hairs of his head were white like wool, as white 

as snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15  his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a 

furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 

 There on the Island of Patmos the Apostle John witnessed the glory of the Lord Jesus and 

observed in visions from God the great day of Christ’s triumphant return. 

 

BUT the context of Mark 9 points to a more immediate fulfillment of Jesus 

Promise of Glory.  THAT brings us to the Presence of Glory: 
 

2. The presence of glory 

Mark 9: 2  And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a 

high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3  and his clothes became 

radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them.  

 SIX days from the day that Jesus predicted this glorious experience he took his closest 

disciples, Peter, James and John up a high mountain. 

 There are other places in the Bible where Mountain Top locations serve as the backdrop for 

God’s special revelation. 

 Remember that Moses made a trip to the summit of Mount Sinai, it was there God revealed 

the Law and the sacrificial system.  

o There are many similarities between the transfiguration of the Lord Jesus on this 

mountain top and the giving of the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. 

o Moses experienced the radiant glory of God on Mt Sinai, Peter, James and John 

experienced the glory of God on the mount of transfiguration. 

o Both mountains were enveloped in the cloud of glory and both heard the voice of 

God speaking from the cloud. 

 

In his typical short but sweet fashion Mark simply says: 

Mark 9 2b And he was transfigured before them,  (as if it happens every day) 

 The word “transfigured” in the original language is the word (metamorphoo) from which we 

get our word metamorphosis. (Butterfly / Tadpole) This is the best way to describe the 

radical change of Jesus appearance. 

o For this brief moment the veil of Jesus body was transformed to reveal the glory of 

his divine being. 

 Luke tells us that Jesus and his three friends climbed the mountain to pray and as Jesus was 

praying the appearance of his face changed and he was transfigured before them. 

 Matthew tells us that Jesus’ face shone like the noon day sun 

 Mark says that his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach 

them. 

His brilliance is a visual manifestation of his glory. 

Peter reflecting on this day says:   2 Peter 1:16 - “We were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” 

John recalls this experience when he writes: 

John 1: 14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 

as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 Peter, James and John were eyewitness of the glory of God but they weren’t alone they were 

accompanied by the “Prophets of Glory.” 



 

3 The Prophets of Glory Vs 4-6 

Mark 9: 4  And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5 

And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you 

and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6  For he did not know what to say, for they were 

terrified. 

  The appearing of Elijah and Moses who were seen speaking with the Lord Jesus help us to 

understand that the WHOLE of God’s revealed WORD comes to a glorious culmination with 

the appearing of Jesus Christ. 

o Moses and Elijah standing with Jesus representing the Law and the Prophets which 

faithfully and prophetically point to the coming of the Messiah, the Lamb of God 

who will take away the sin of the world. 

o Later in the Book of Acts as Peter is proclaiming the Gospel he says: 

 

Acts 10: 43  “To him  (JESUS)  all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  

 Moses and Elijah stand as two witnesses of the glory of the Son. 

 Later the Father adds his voice as the third witness of the glory of the Son. 

 So that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every truth can be established. 

 

Luke’s narrative of this event tells us what Moses, Elijah were discussing with Jesus: 

Luke 9: 30  And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 31  who appeared in 

glory and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 

 Moses and Elijah NOW appear in glory speaking with Jesus about his coming departure,  

(Literally His Exodus) 

 Moses and Elijah serve as Emissaries from Heaven, sent by the Father to encourage the Son 

and show all of us who believe that the promise of eternal life is TRUE!  

o AFTER all THEY ARE standing there ALIVE and speaking!  

 

They are evidence, living proof OF the promised glorification for all of God’s chosen people, 

they are living testimonies that all who trust in the saving work of Jesus, all who cling to the 

promises of God will never perish but have eternal life. 

 

We are brought back to reality by Peter and his need to speak:  “Rabbi, it is good that we are 

here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

This Mountain Top experience actually takes place around the Feast of Tabernacles so Peter 

suggests that they camp out there. Let’s just stay here! (glorious place!!) 

 ISN’T that just like US?  We have a mountain top experience and we want to build a 

tabernacle and stay there.  The exhilaration of the experience, the glory of the moment needs 

to continue.  

 But Jesus couldn’t allow that to happen, the way to lasting glory was through the cross. 

 

Think about this: The disciples will come down from the glorious  Mount of Transfiguration and 

immediately be confronted by a demon possessed boy. 

 Maybe this will give them a deeper appreciation for Jesus who left his home in glory and 

came to dwell with sinful men. 



 

Moving on to verse 7 Peter’s talking is quickly  quieted by the voice of the Father: 

 

4 The Purpose of Glory  

Mark 9: 7 And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my 

beloved Son; listen to him.” 8 And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with 

them but Jesus only. 

 Mark told us that Peter didn’t know what to do so he started talking,  

 And God the Father says, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 

 Throughout the Bible the presence of God is accompanied by, or represented in “the cloud of 

glory.” 

o Exodus 24 - When Moses met with God on Sinai the mountain was covered with the 

cloud. 

o 1 Kings 8 - The cloud filled the tabernacle with the glory of God 

o Mark 13 - At the end of the age “the Son of Man will come in clouds with great 

power and glory.” 

 Just like Moses’ experience on Sinai, the VOICE of the Father comes out of the cloud. 

 Here on the Mount of Transfiguration the Father’s voice is affirming the glorious identity of 

His beloved Son. This voice sets Jesus apart from Moses and Elijah and designates him as 

God’s own unique Son. 

 

Here on the Mountain the Father sovereignly and graciously reveals the true identity of His Holy 

Son to those of his own choosing.  

 Remember when Peter made his bold confession of Christ, Jesus responded: “Blessed are 

you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who 

is in heaven.” 

o Here on the mountain the Father is confirming the identity of the Son. 

 In the same way, all of us who have come to know the Lord Jesus have been graciously 

enlightened by the Father.  He gives poor blind sinners the eyes to see the glory of the Son 

 

WHAT is the PURPOSE of this mountain Top experience?  TWOFOLD: 

FIRST: By peeling back the veil of flesh the divine nature of the Son of God is revealed. 

  

The purpose of this mountain top experience, the purpose of the cloud and the voice of the 

Father, the purpose for which God raised up Moses and Elijah are one and the same, his purpose 

is to reveal, to uncover, to display the glory of Jesus Christ for all of us to see.  

 

SECONDLY:  Do you remember when Jesus told his disciples that he was going to die? 

Mark 8:31, And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 

rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise 

again. 

 And then Peter rebuked Him!    

 

Here on the Mount of Transfiguration the Glory of Jesus Christ is uniquely revealed to Peter, 

James and John.  



 At the same time, while Jesus is beaming with brilliant light he is speaking with Moses and 

Elijah about his coming DEATH. 

 

There on the mountain, death and glory are forever paired together.  
 

The only way for man to enter into glorious presence of the eternal God is through faith in the 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   

 Man will remain eternally in his corrupt sinful condition UNLESS and until the Father 

graciously reveals the glorious truth concerning Jesus Christ. 

 There on the cross the glorious Son of God gave himself as the only sacrifice for the sin of 

men to justify, sanctify and glorify those who would believe, 

 

How about YOU?   The evidence is clear, To believe on the Lord Jesus Christ is to possess 

eternal age abiding life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


