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Children’s Sermon
There two sides to fall off the true road!

1. Truth doesn’t matter.
2. Truth is what I say it is!

To stay on the Way...
1. Truth Matters
2. Humility Matters 

A Biblical Appeal for Charity with Regard to 
Infant Baptism

Three Possible Positions: (regarding children born to Christian parents) 
1. Certainty: (Remember how much we still have in common) 

a. Paedobaptism Rejected (Obedience requires believers baptism only)   
b. Paedobaptism Required (For children born to at least on Christian parent)  

2. Freedom of Conscience 
3. Uncertainty 

Necessary Inferences: 
“The whole counsel of God, concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s 
salvation, faith, and life, is either expressly set down in scripture, or by good and 
necessary consequence may be deduced from scripture: unto which nothing at any 
time is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of 
men.” (Westminster Catechism) 

“Since we are both depending on inferences, we have to be exceedingly patient and 
charitable with one another.” ~ R.C. Sproul (Debate with John MacArthur) 
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Key Concepts: 
❖ Truth Matters: True Disciples Care about Truth because they 

Care about Obedience. 
❖ Humility Matters: We Answer to King Jesus... Not each other. 

(Only Scripture can bind a person's conscience.)



1a. Paedobaptism Rejected (Obedience requires believers baptism only) 
“…the full counsel of God is either expressly set forth in Scripture or can be 
necessarily compellingly and validly deduced by good and logical consequence but it 
has to be necessary, compelling, and inescapable, such as the doctrine of the Trinity. I 
don’t see necessary, compelling, inescapable information on the text of the New 
Testament to include infant baptism.” (emphasis mine)  
~ John MacArthur (Debate with RC Sproul) 

“It is also true that Scripture nowhere forbids infant baptism. That is obviously true, 
since it doesn’t discuss it at all, it neither affirms it or forbids it. That fact obviously 
provides no basis for acceptance of or mandate for infant baptism as the ubiquitous 
ordinance that it has become.” ~ John MacArthur (Debate with RC Sproul) 

1b. Paedobaptism Required  
  (Only for children born to at least one Christian parent)      
“For circumcision was for the Jews their first entry into the church, because it was a 
token to them by which they were assured of adoption as the people and household of 
God, and they in turn professed to enlist in God’s service. In like manner, we also are 
consecrated to God through baptism, to be reckoned as his people, and in turn we 
swear fealty to him. By this it appears incontrovertible (emphasis mine) that baptism 
has taken the place of circumcision to fulfill the same office among us.”  
~ Calvin (Institutes of the Christian Religion) 

1a.  The Baptist would argue… 
• The NT knows nothing of infant baptism. 
• Therefore, the question of a child's relationship to the Church is a 

distinct question. 
1b.  The Paedobaptist would argue… 

• The whole rationale for the question being addressed is to highlight 
the special covenantal unity of the household. The unbelieving 
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What is the Question at Hand? 
Not… Should we expect adults to give a credible profession of faith 
before getting baptized? (No one is arguing about this) 

It is… Should a Christian parent baptize their children?

Last Weeks Text will help to Illustrate: 
1 Corinthians 7:12–16 
…if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to 
live with him, he should not divorce her. 13 If any woman…14 For 
the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the 
unbelieving wife is made holy because of her husband. Otherwise 
your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. … 16 For 
how do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or…



spouse and the children are made ‘holy’ via their bond with the 
believing spouse/parent. 

• The unbelieving spouse should only be baptized upon a credible 
profession of faith. 

• The children should receive the covenant sign of baptism (Like with 
circumcision) and then called to believe in the promises proclaimed 
in their baptism. 

2. Freedom of Conscience  
A. Saved by Christ Alone (Not by our Correct Understanding…) 

1 Corinthians 4:3–5 
3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you 
or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4 For I am 
not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. 
It is the Lord who judges me. 5 Therefore do not pronounce 
judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to 
light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes 
of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from 
God.  

B. Beware of Defiling the Conscience 
Romans 14:1–6, 10–12, 23 
1 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel 
over opinions. 2 One person believes he may eat anything, while the 
weak person eats only vegetables. 3 Let not the one who eats despise 
the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment 
on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to 
pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master 
that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make him stand. 5 One person esteems one day as better than another, 
while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully 
convinced in his own mind. 6 The one who observes the day, observes 
it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, 
since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in 
honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. … 10 Why do you pass 
judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? 
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11 for it is 
written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and 
every tongue shall confess to God.” 12 So then each of us will give an 
account of himself to God. … 23 But whoever has doubts is 
condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from faith. For 
whatever does not proceed from faith is sin. 
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C. An Appeal for Charity 
“Since we are both depending on inferences, we have to be exceedingly patient and 
charitable with one another.” ~ R.C. Sproul, (Debate with John MacArthur) 

3. Uncertainty (What do I do if this whole matter still boggles me?)  
• Do not excuse laziness… (Truth Matters) 
• Pray for clarity… (Humbly Trust Jesus) 
• Trust your Leaders… (Humbly Trust Jesus) 
• Trust in God’s Guidance… (Humbly Trust Jesus) 

Paedobaptists & Baptists have Much More in Common 
Colossians 2:9–15 
9 For in [Christ] the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you 
have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11 In 
him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without 
hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of 
Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were 
also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, 
who raised him from the dead. 13 And you, who were dead in your 
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by 
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal 
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the 
rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing 
over them in him. 

“Our justification from sins takes place at the point of saving faith, not at the point of 
water baptism, which usually occurs later. But if a person is already justified and has 
sins forgiven eternally at the point of saving faith, then baptism is not necessary for 
forgiveness of sins nor for the bestowal of new spiritual life. Baptism, then, is not 
necessary for salvation. But it is necessary if we are to be obedient to Christ, for he 
commanded baptism for all who believe in him.”  ~ Wayne A. Grudem 
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Key Concepts: 
❖ Truth Matters: Care about Obedience… 
❖ Humility Matters: Trust Jesus…

Key Concepts: (Stay on the Narrow Road) 
❖ Truth Matters: Care about Obedience… 
❖ Humility Matters: Trust Jesus… (Not your Correct Knowledge)

Trust Your Own 
Understanding:
• Pride or Fear

Contempt 
of King Jesus

http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/bible-verses-about-faith-20-popular-scripture-quotes/

