
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 3-23-14 AM NOTES 
“MALE AND FEMALE: CLEARING THE CONFUSION CONCERNING THE CHURCH” 

1 TIMOTHY 2:9-15 
#3 in Series, “Male and Female: Clearing the Confusion” 

 
1 Timothy 3:15b (ESV) “…the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth.” 
 
 
“Women…are revolutionizing the most sexist institution in history—organized religion. Overturning millennia of tradition, they are 
challenging authorities, reinterpreting the Bible, creating their own services, crowding into seminaries, winning the right to 
ordination, purging sexist language in liturgy, reintegrating female values and assuming places of leadership.” 
                                                                                                                                              —John Naisbitt and Patricia Aburdene 
 
 
Galatians 3:28 (NKJV) “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
 
 
 
I.       Clearing the Confusion About Adornment (vv. 9-10) 
 
 

Proverbs 31:22b (NKJV) “Her clothing is fine linen and purple.” 
 
 
 
 
II.      Clearing the Confusion About Learning (v. 11) 
 
 
 
 
 
III.     Clearing the Confusion About Authority (vv. 12-14) 
 

A. The Prohibition for Women (v. 12) 
 
 

Hebrews 13:17 (NIV) “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must 
give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.” 
 
 
 
 
1 Timothy 3:1-7 (NASB) “1 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work 
he desires to do. 2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free from the love 
of money. 4 He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity 5 

(but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?), 6 and 
not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 7 And he 
must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the 
devil.” 
 
 



Titus 2:3-5 (ESV) “3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. 
They are to teach what is good, 4 and so train the young women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-
controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be 
reviled.” 
 
 
1 Corinthians 14:33 (NKJV) “For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.” 
 
 
 

B. The Reminder of Roles (vv. 13-14) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV.      Clearing the Confusion About Worth (v. 15) 
 

“The rescue, the delivery, the freeing of women from the stigma of having led the race into sin happens when they bring up 
a righteous seed. What a perfect counter! Women are far from being second-class citizens because they have the primary 
responsibility for rearing godly children. Mothers spend far more time with their children than do their fathers, and thus 
have the greater influence. Fathers cannot know the intimate relationship with their children that their mother establishes 
from pregnancy, birth, infancy and early childhood. Paul’s point is that while a woman may have led the race into sin, 
women have the privilege of leading the race out of sin to godliness. This does not mean that God wants all women to 
bear children; some He doesn’t even want married (1 Corinthians 7:25-40). Paul speaks in general terms. The pain 
associated with childbirth was the punishment for the woman’s sin (Genesis 3:16), but the joy and privilege of child rearing 
delivers women from the stigma of that sin.”                                                                                                —John MacArthur 
 
 
“I learned more about Christianity from my mother than all the theologians of England.”                                 —John Wesley 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 3-23-14 AM 

“MALE AND FEMALE: CLEARING THE CONFUSION CONCERNING THE CHURCH” 

1 TIMOTHY 2:9-15 

#3 in Series, “Male and Female: Clearing the Confusion” 

 

Review and Prevue: We began this four part series by looking at where the confusion began. We saw that 

while men and women are equal in worth, they have been given differing roles by God. The roles are that 

man is the head and the woman is the helper, the completer, the rescuer. The problem began in the Garden 

of Eden when Adam and Eve reversed the roles that God had assigned to them. When this happened, sin 

entered into the world and all of creation fell and suffered grave consequences as the result of the curse of 

sin. We looked in depth as to how this curse brought on by sin affected men and women and especially 

how it affected the marriage relationship. We closed by looking at the only hope of a sin cursed race is the 



glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the second message of this series, we looked first of all at singles and 

God’s plan for those who are single. We saw that biblical manhood and womanhood is not dependnt on 

being married. After that, we looked more in depth at the roles God has given to man and woman in the 

marriage relationship. We focused on what it looks like when the husband truly becomes and acts like the 

head. It means that he becomes the servant leader, the protector and provider for his wife and family. We 

saw what it means for the wife to be the helper and to submit to her husband’s leadership. Next week we 

will close out this series by seeing what biblical masculinity and femininity looks like and how parents 

and grandparents can raise up masculine boys and feminine girls.  

   Today, we are going to try to clear up some of the confusion concerning the roles of men and women in 

the church. Fifty to sixty years ago the message I am about to preach would not have been controversial. 

Today the truths that I am going to proclaim to you are probably held by a minority of evangelical 

churches and these truths will seem very controversial and vehemently disputed by many. In most 

churches, this message would make me about as popular as Colonel Sanders in a chicken house. One of 

my favorite descriptions of the church is found in 1 Timothy 3:15b (ESV) where the church is called 

“…the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress [“support” NASB] of the truth.” In the turbulent seas 

of culture, there is always a temptation and heavy pressure on the church to abandon the truth and to 

conform to that ever changing culture. When the Bible speaks of the world, it is talking about the culture 

around us that simply leaves God out. The greatest temptation of the church is to abandon or “re-

interpret” biblical principles to conform to the world so that we do not appear irrelevant or outdated. We 

have this dislike of being scorned by the world. What does the world (culture) look like today as it is 

affecting the church? I think that it is summarized in the book, Megatrends for Women by John Naisbitt 

and Patricia Aburdene (Page 119). “Women … are revolutionizing the most sexist institution in history – 

organized religion. Overturning millennia of tradition, they are challenging authorities, reinterpreting the 

Bible, creating their own services, crowding into seminaries, winning the right to ordination, purging 

sexist language in liturgy, reintegrating female values and assuming places of leadership.” When the 

church conforms to the latest views of culture like this, it ceases to stand as the pillar and buttress of the 

truth and instead of influencing culture, the church begins to be influenced away from the truth of 

Scripture by the world it is commanded to not be conformed to (Romans 12:2). In the changing culture 

around us, we must be anchored to the Word of God and never let go. 

  As we examine God’s instructions for the church as it relates to the roles of men and women, the passage 

that we are going to focus on is 1 Timothy 2:9-15.  

 

I.       Clearing the Confusion about Adornment (V9-10) 

   The context of 1 Timothy 2:9-15 is the public worship service of the church. Paul is writing to Timothy, 

his son in the faith who was pastoring the church at Ephesus. This church had a special place in Paul’s 

heart since he planted it and stayed in Ephesus for 3 years which was longer than any other place where 

had planted a church. Timothy was facing several problems in the church and one of them was women 

and their dress in the public services and also some confusion seems to have developed over the roles of 

the women. Paul is dealing with the confusion here.     

   Paul firmly lets the people of Ephesus know that the public services of the church are to be when 

worship happens, not where people put on a show. A key word in this passage is “adorn”. The Greek 

word here is kosmeo. It literally means to arrange or to put in order or to decorate or garnish. He is saying 

that a woman must arrange herself properly for public worship. We get the word “cosmetics” from this 

word used in verse 9. A part of a woman’s adornment is external and a part is internal (the most 

important). He is not forbidding the use of cosmetics, jewelry, or stylish clothes. The Proverbs 31 woman 

(the model woman) was said of in Proverbs 31:22b (NKJV) “Her clothing is fine linen and purple.” The 

principle is that the outer adornment ought to be in line with the inner character. The next important 

phrase is “modest apparel”. It is translated “respectable apparel” in the ESV. There are no new problems 

in the church today. In the first century as well as the 21
st
 century some women were dressing immodestly 

to draw attention to themselves when they came to the public gatherings of the church. Men who struggle 



with maintaining a pure thought life (that includes most all men) should not be confronted with immodest 

seductive clothes at the public gatherings of the church. If you are unsure about some article of clothing, 

you probably should not wear it. If you need counsel, why not ask an older spiritually mature woman such 

as one of the Elder’s wives. Let your apparel reflect your character not necessarily the style of the world. 

The hair, gold, pearls and costly clothing are not referring to all jewelry and clothing; it is only that which 

gaudy and ostentatious that draws undue attention to yourself. There are descriptions of wealthy women 

of that day who would weave strings of pears through her hair. It was the putting on of a show to impress 

others. Again, the principle here is that the clothing and jewelry should reflect your inner character. The 

word “moderation” in verse 9 means discretion or soundness of mind. It means to avoid extremes.  

   Here is the test. Does your outward adornment conflict with your profession of godliness? Your inner 

character should not be conflicted by the clothing that you wear. 

 

II.      Clearing the Confusion about Learning (V11)  

   Remember that the context of this passage is the public gathering of the church for corporate worship. 

The first 4 words of verse 11 were revolutionary for New Testament times. In the Jewish as well as pagan 

culture of that day, women were on about the same level as slaves. Most Jewish Rabbis would not teach 

women. One of the prayers quoted by many Rabbis was “I thank God that I am not a barbarian or a 

woman”. It was of little concern whether women learned anything or not. The common Jewish view did 

not come from the Old Testament but from traditions of man. In Greek culture (which prevailed in New 

Testament times) women were thought unworthy of the learning process. Yet, verse 11 says “Let a 

woman learn”. This was really radical. He was affirming that women and men are equal in worth. This 

word “learn” is the same root word we get disciple from. He is commanding that the women be discipled. 

He then gives two descriptions of how she is to be discipled. First, she is to learn in silence. That simply 

means that she is not to do the teaching in the public worship services. We will see in the next verse that 

this silence isn’t for every situation – only the public teaching of the church. She speaks in song and 

prayer and testimony, but when it comes to the authoritative teaching, she listens and learns. Second, she 

is to listen in submission. That means that she recognizes that she is not in authority but is under 

authority. The implication is that she doesn’t chaff under authority, but wholly lines herself under 

authority. There is no hint of bitterness in her.  

 

III.     Clearing the Confusion about Authority (V12-14) 

   In these verses, we get more details about the roles of men and women in the corporate services.  

A.   The Prohibition for Women (V12) 

   In this verse, Paul is speaking as an Apostle under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit when he says in, 1 

Timothy 2:12a (NKJV) “And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man…” This 

is basically enlarging on what he said in verse 11. The word “permit” means to allow or give liberty to. 

There are two things he as an Apostle does not permit. The first is that a woman is not permitted to teach 

men. The word “teach” refers in this context to the authoritative imparting of facts that results in the 

listeners’ growth. It refers to the authoritative Pastor / Teacher role of proclaiming the Word of God. It is 

speaking of authority in proclaiming doctrine and making interpretation. Elizabeth Elliot and her husband 

Jim Elliot were missionaries in Ecuador. Jim Elliot along with 4 other missionaries sought to take the 

Gospel to a remote unreached savage tribe called the Huaorani in the Ecuadorian jungle. When they 

landed their plane on the beach close to the tribe, they were all five killed. Some time later Elizabeth 

Elliot and her 2 year old daughter along with some female missionaries went back went back to live 

among the tribe that had killed her husband. When she went back, God in His mercy allowed her and the 

three other missionaries to lead several in the tribe to Christ. They planted a church among the Huaorani. 

Elizabeth Elliot was the only biblically trained person who could speak the language, but she was so 

concerned about violating God’s pattern that she would help one of the natives with the sermon in private 

so that he could lead the public services. She understood that this directive from the Apostle Paul was 

meant to be obeyed.  



   There is a second thing the Apostle does not permit. He does not permit a woman to exercise authority 

over a man in the church. That refers primarily to an office in the church – an Elder or a Pastor / teacher. 

In chapter 3 of 1 Timothy and in Titus 1 Paul gives the qualifications of an Elder in the church. This 

office is also called Bishop and Overseer. Pastor refers to the shepherding work of the Elder. I am just 

going to refer to this office as Elder. It is an office that carries with it authority from God. It is certainly 

not unlimited authority, but it is an office that has authority in the church. The writer of Hebrews was 

speaking of Elders when he said in Hebrews 13:17 (NIV) “Obey your leaders and submit to their 

authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will 

be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.” We read the qualifications of an Elder 

in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 (NASB) 
1 

It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it 

is a fine work he desires to do. 
2 

An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, 

temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 
3 

not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, 

peaceable, free from the love of money. 
4 

He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping 

his children under control with all dignity 
5 

(but if a man does not know how to manage his own 

household, how will he take care of the church of God?), 
6 

and not a new convert, so that he will not 

become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 
7 

And he must have a good 

reputation with those outside the church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.” 

We see basically the same list in Titus 1:5-9. In both lists it is obvious that the Elder or overseer is a man. 

The doctrinal teaching in the public services of the church is to be done by an Elder or a man appointed 

by an Elder.  

   Is the Bible saying that women cannot teach in the church at all? When you walk in the front doors of 

the church, if you are female do you have to zip your lip? No, the Bible is not saying that. I thank God for 

gifted women in our church who are gifted in teaching. Women can exercise their gift of teaching in 

settings other than the corporate meetings of the church. They can teach other women and children. They 

can share testimony and report on ministry or the Lord’s work. They can share the Gospel with the lost. 

They simply cannot authoritatively teach doctrinal truth in the public gatherings of the church where man 

are present. The pattern is that older women are to teach the younger women. Titus 2:3-5 (ESV) “
3 

Older 

women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach 

what is good, 
4 

and so train the young women to love their husbands and children, 
5 

to be self-controlled, 

pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be 

reviled.” Our Women’s Ministry has a mentoring program that uses older women teaching younger 

women. My wife teaches one of the groups in a home. We have needs in the children’s ministry. There 

are so many opportunities for women to exercise the Spiritual gift God has given them.  

   If you think about it, without this prohibition there would be confusion between the wife in the home 

and the wife at church. Suppose my wife was made an Elder and I was not. At home, I am to lead, but at 

church she must lead. Where do we switch over? Is in at the mile marker that is half way to the church 

that suddenly she takes over? This brings confusion and 1 Corinthians 14:33 (NKJV) “For God is not 

the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.” Let me state again that this 

prohibition has nothing to do with worth or equality. It has to do with the roles and responsibilities that 

God has assigned to men and to women. Why does that cause so many people to get so angry? Women 

can’t sing bass and men can’t have babies. God has different roles for men and women. I find it 

interesting that women who want to defy or explain away 1 Timothy 2:11-2 typically justify it by saying, 

“I know that God has called me to this”. Some inner impression or feeling or desire does not negate the 

clear teaching of Scripture.  

 

B.   The Reminder of Roles (V13-14) 

   Some try to explain away this whole passage by saying that it was only for that time in that culture to 

avoid conflict in a male dominated culture. But in these two verses, he doesn’t base it on culture; he bases 

it on creation. Paul then reminds us from Genesis 3 that it was when the first man and woman abandoned 



the roles that God had given them that sin came in and all of the havoc, pain, agony, broken lives, death, 

and suffering came. 

 

IV.      Clearing the Confusion about Worth (V15) 

   The word “saved” is a general word and the exact translation is determined by context. This word can 

also mean to preserve safe, to heal, to set free, or to deliver from. Paul is obviously not teaching that 

women are saved in the sense of being reconciled with God by having children. That would contradict 

numerous passages in the Scripture about salvation. Here is what I believe that this verse is saying, though 

I can’t be dogmatic. I think it means that women are saved from the stigma of being the ones Satan 

deceived and brought sin into the world by bringing up children who love God. John MacArthur 

summarizes this view well. “The rescue, the delivery, the freeing of women from the stigma of having led 

the race into sin happens when they bring up a righteous seed. What a perfect counter! Women are far 

from being second class citizens because they have the primary responsibility for rearing godly children. 

Mothers spend far more time with their children than do their fathers, and thus have the greater influence. 

Fathers cannot know the intimate relationship with their children that their mother establishes from 

pregnancy, birth, infancy and early childhood. Paul’s point is that while a woman may have led the race 

into sin, women have the privilege of leading the race out of sin to godliness. This does not mean that 

God wants all women to bear children; some He doesn’t even want married (1 Corinthians 7:25-40). Paul 

speaks in general terms. The pain associated with childbirth was the punishment for the woman’s sin 

(Genesis 3:16), but the joy and privilege of child rearing delivers women from the stigma of that sin.” 

[John MacArthur, MacArthur New Testament Commentary 1 Timothy, pages 89-90]. The qualities 

necessary for a mother to have that kind of influence on their children are in 1 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) “… 

faith, love, and holiness, with self-control.” John Wesley said, “I learned more about Christianity from my 

mother than all the theologians of England”. [Source unknown] 

CONCLUSION 

   Don’t be confused about the roles of men and women in the church. The men are to hold positions 

of authority in the church and to teach doctrine in the corporate gatherings of the church. The women 

are to learn, teach the children, the older women are to teach the younger women, and above all the 

women with children are to focus on raising godly children. This is God’s plan for males and females 

in the church. 


