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Religion Is A Poison That Blinds Its Followers To Their True Condition Before Christ, (vs. 1 – 39) 
 

Christ Calls Us To See Where True Salvation Is Found & Give It Away Liberally, (vs. 13 – 15) 
 

Message Emphasis:  Many today are like the Pharisees of Jesus day; they claim to have received the grace of the Kingdom 
and are busy trying to expand the reaches of the church.  But their motivation is not the glory of Christ; it is their own 
appetites.  We must NOT shut the door to the Kingdom but work to fling it wide open. 
 

13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. For you neither 

enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to [go] in.  [ Mark 12: 40 who devour (Pres.Act.Part) widows’ houses 

and for a pretense make long prayers (Pres.Act.Part). They will receive (Fut.Mid.Ind) the greater condemnation”] 
15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to [make] a single proselyte, and when he 
[becomes] a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves.  

 

The church often engages in missions by sending missionaries who cannot speak the language and who know little or nothing about 
the culture, traditions, and values of the people to whom they are sent. They go off on a fairy tale missions adventure in a fantasy 
foreign land they know nothing about. Add to this that these missionaries often have never led a single person to Jesus Christ at home 
or have never even brought anyone to their home church. Even so, off they go to win converts in a foreign land, with a foreign culture, 
and a foreign language. This is a recipe for disaster. This is also a recipe for hypocrisy. ~~ Richard Ganz “Shutting Up The Kingdom” 
 
1)  True Salvation In Christ Is Not Restrictive, It Unites Freely, (vs. 13)   Am I willing to give all that I am away (without restrictions) for 
others to know Christ? 
 

“For you shut (Pres.Act.Ind) the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. “Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of 
knowledge.” (Luke 11:52, ESV)  
 

• Your restrictive attitude may indicate you have not received the gospel - For you neither enter yourselves     Am I trusting 

in myself?  My efforts?  My self-righteousness? 
 

• Your restrictive attitude is working against God - nor allow those who would enter (Pres.Act.Part) to go in 
(Pres.Act.Inf).” – “John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, 
because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able 
soon afterward to speak evil of me. For the one who is not against us is for us.” (Mark 9:38–40, ESV)  

 
2)  True Salvation In Christ Does Not Consume & Cover Up; It Is Good News Freely Opened, (Mrk. 12: 40)         Why am I 
investing in Christ?  For benefits? 
 

• It is easy to seem “holy” for my own good - “who devour widows’ houses    Where am I guilty of wanting things for my own benefit? 
 

• It is easy to dress my actions up & make them look noble - and for a pretense make long prayers.”     Where am I guilty of 
dressing things up? – ““Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will 
have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may 
be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” (Matthew 6:1–4, ESV)  

 

So many times when we’re not getting an answer to prayer, we get frustrated and think, “Hey, I’m not asking God to give me 
something immoral or evil, so He should give me what I want.  What I want is good… We ask amiss, because so often we want 
something just because it would make our lives more comfortable. ~~ Brad Bigney, “Gospel Treason” 
 
3)  True Salvation In Christ Does Not Proselytize For The Sake Of Proselytizing; It Exemplifies Free Grace, (vs. 15)             
Why am I investing in Christ?  It’s expected of me?  Getting with the Program? 
 

True salvation is not a program - “For you travel across sea and land to make (Pres.Act.Inf) a single proselyte,         Programs 

have additives to hide their shallowness 
 

o Longer distance traveled means more holy?               “Gentiles”- heathens, pagans, lost people; “Look how merciful I am” 
 

• and when he becomes (Aor.Mid.Subj) a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves.” 
Programs inoculate people 

 
“They make much of you, but for no good purpose. They want to shut you out, that you may make much of them.” (Galatians 4:17)  



 

 
***What Must I Do To Be Saved? ** 
 

Message Directive:  Look to Christ for the salvation of your soul ONLY in Christ will you freely give the Gospel with no 
strings attached. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3.  Christ Calls Us To See Where The True Church Is Found, (vs. 16 – 22) 
4.  Christ Calls Us To See Where True Piety Is Found, (vs. 23 – 24) 
5.  Christ Calls Us To See Where True Holiness Is Found, (vs. 25 – 26) 
6.  Christ Calls Us To See Where True Righteousness Is Found, (vs. 27 – 28) 
7.  Christ Calls Us To See Where True Love Is Found, (vs. 29 – 36) 
8.  Christ Calls Us To See Where True Belief Is Found, (vs. 37 – 39) 

 


