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"The Death of Christ Confirmed" 

John 19.31-42 

 

INTRO: 

 The Apostle Paul summarized the Gospel in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4. He wrote: “For I 

delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the 

third day according to the Scriptures.” While we remember well the first part of this 

encapsulated statement, we often forget the part about “He was buried.” Being buried was 

a proof of our Lord’s death. John took time in His Gospel to demonstrate unequivocally that 

Jesus died. 

  I. The Proofs of His Death (v. 31-35) 

II. His Burial (v. 36-42) 

 

I. the proofs of his death  

  

A. While the Jewish religious leaders were overjoyed to see the Lord Jesus crucified, they 

still had some important details to take care of before the Passover and unleavened bread 

ceremonies could proceed. We read about this in verse 31.  

“Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on 

the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked 

Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be taken away.” 
 

1. Deuteronomy 21:22-23 commanded,  

“If a man has committed a sin deserving of death, and he is put to death, and you 

hang him on a tree, his body shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you shall 

surely bury him that day, so that you do not defile the land which the LORD your 

God is giving you as an inheritance; for he who is hanged is accursed of God."  

The significance of the regulation was not lost on the Apostle Paul. He wrote in 

Galatians 3:13;  
“Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for 

us (for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’).” 
 

2. The Romans custom was to leave the bodies hang on the crosses until they rotted to 

warn others. To the Jews this practice was always disturbing, but it reached the point of 

being intolerable when it involved the high holy holiday of Passover. That is why the 

Jewish leaders requested Pilate that the condemned men have their legs broken and 

after they die, that the bodies be removed. 

 

B. “Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who  
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was crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was 

already dead, they did not break His legs.” (John 19:.32-33)  

The process of breaking the legs was a violent and gruesome process. Yet, when the soldiers 

came to Jesus, they were surprised to find that He was already dead and they did not break 

His legs. 

 

1. Why was He already dead? John told us in the last paragraph.    (v.30) 

“So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’ And bowing 

His head, He gave up His spirit.”  

Jesus was dead because He laid down His life on His own. In John 10:17-18; 

“Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it 

again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it 

down, and I have power to take it again.” 
 

2. These experienced executioners determined Jesus was already dead. This is pretty 

strong testimony to the reality of His death. We add to it the guarantee from the spear 

thrust into His side.    (vs.34-35) 

“But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood 

and water came out. And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is 

true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe."  

The significance of all that John has seen he testifies about as an eyewitness. He affirmed 

the truthfulness of his personal witness. 

 

II. His Burial (v. 36-42) 

 

A. Not only do we learn details in this biblical and historical account that show us our Lord 

Jesus was really dead, we also learn how He was buried. John told us first who buried Jesus.  

“After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear 

of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate 

gave him permission. So he came and took the body of Jesus. And Nicodemus, 

who at first came to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and 

aloes, about a hundred pounds.” (John 19:38–39) 
Two men whose lives were changed by the Lord Jesus took it upon themselves to minister 

to Jesus’ broken body. Joseph, the secret disciple, comes forward to claim the Lord’s body. 

Nicodemus who came to Jesus by night now steps into the public eye to assist in buying the 

spices needed for the burial. 

 

B. The detail here is important.    (vs.40–42) 

“Then they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, 

as the custom of the Jews is to bury. Now in the place where He was crucified 

there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been 
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laid. So there they laid Jesus, because of the Jews’ Preparation Day, for the 

tomb was nearby.”  

 

1. They buried Jesus in the burial custom of the Jews. The body would be wrapped with 

strips of linen with spices in the folds. This fact would be important when we witness 

the resurrection accounts. The Jewish custom was to lay the body on a slab of stone and 

cover the entrance with a stone. Later when the soft tissue had decayed the bones 

would be collected and put in small compartments for permanent burial. 

 

2. This was a brand new, not ever used tomb. There would be no other bodies there 

only the Lord’s. No one else could have been resurrected from that tomb. 

 

Now the stage is set for the supreme moment in history, the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead. 

 

Why do we have this record? God the Father wants us to understand that the Lord Jesus 

Christ really died on that cross. He had written, “The wages of sin is death.” (Romans 

6:23) Jesus died so the price was paid and we can be delivered. 

 

God also wanted us to recognize the depth of His love for us. God did love us so much that 

His Son did die that we no longer have to bear our sin, but we can live a new life of 

fellowship with Him. 


