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KJV – Revelation 9:1-12 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 21 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
     Revelation chapter number Nine brings us to the fifth and sixth trumpet judgments. These 
judgments teach us a great deal about the demonic realm and the forces of Satan. Whither one 
wants to admit it or not demons are very real.  The LORD Jesus Christ never refuted this teaching 
however He Sovereignly dealt with these issues.  This fifth trumpet judgment of the Great 
Tribulation is a judgment using these dark forces to literally torment and physically torture the 
sinful, wicked people of the earth.  The sixth trumpet judgment is the dark forces physically killing 
those among the wicked unrighteous of the earth.  

Revelation 9:1-12 

1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given 
the key of the bottomless pit. 

2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great 
furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 

3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the 
scorpions of the earth have power. 

4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green 
thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. 

5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five 
months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. 

6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall 
flee from them. 

7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as 
it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. 

8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. 

9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the 
sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. 
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10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to 
hurt men five months. 

11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew 
tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon. 

12 One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter. 

     This evening’s lesson we will be covering just the fifth trumpet judgment, from verses one 
through twelve.  But we must first look back at Revelation 8:13 “And I beheld, and heard an angel 
flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the 
earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!” There 
are three woes given in the last chapter for the upcoming judgments upon mankind and there just 
happens to be three trumpets yet left to sound.  As bad as this judgment is, this is only the first of 
the three “woe” judgments and these judgments, like all judgment in the book of Revelation, go from 
bad to worse.  It seems that one reason why it is called a “woe” judgment is because it brings 
terrible calamity at an unusual level against people.  In other words, it is here that the people “the 
inhabiters of the earth” (Revelation 8:13), become the specific targets or objects of the wrath of God.  

Revelation 9:1 

1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given 
the key of the bottomless pit. 

     Unlike most the of the other normal usages of the word “star” that have fallen up to this point in 
the book of the Revelation (as seen in chapters six and eight) this one will be a fallen angelic being. 
This is the event occurring immediately after Revelation 12:7-9. 

Revelation 12:7-9 

7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon 
fought and his angels, 

8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 

9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the 
whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

     Satan and his fallen angels referred to as stars in Revelation 12:4 (And his tail drew the third part 
of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which 
was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born), these were cast out of 
Heaven at the time of their original rebellion.  However up to this point they still have access to 
Heaven as clearly seen from the book of Job 1:6 and 2:1.  It is at this 3 ½ year mark Revelation 12:7-
9 that Satan and his followers will be banned and denied access to the third Heaven forever and 
cast to the earth.  

     This fifth trumpet judgment is inaugurated by a fallen angel of great power and might of the 
angelic order.  However many people miss a critical theological point here.  People should not  



3 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-21    Princess Chapel Church  

spend their lives fearing Satan and demons, but fearing the God who controls all things including 
the angelic world.  This judgment will usher in some very evil things upon mankind but what we 
really need to understand here is that God is still in control.  Satan and his forces will not be 
authorized to perform or accomplish anything without Divine permission and sanction by God.  

Revelation 9:2 

2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great 
furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 

     This fallen star (angel) cannot just open this pit whenever he wants to - to him was given the key 
of the bottomless pit. Another key reason that we know that this star is an angel because of the 
masculine singular pronouns used to describe “him”, like the words “him” and “he” and not it.  

This fallen angel unlocks the bottomless pit and great smoke proceeds out of it, as the smoke of a 
great furnace. The adjective “bottomless” transliterated in English “abyss”, is the Greek word which 
literally means bottomless or boundless. The word “pit” refers to a well or the deep. 

Luke 8:30-31 
 
30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many devils were 
entered into him.  

31 And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep. 

     Apparently this is a prison place for housing demons and there are several demons who are 
incarcerated in this place at the present time, this is not the same location as those that are 
reserved for judgment in II Peter 2:4 and Jude 6.  

Revelation 9:3-5 

3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the 
scorpions of the earth have power. 

4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green 
thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. 

5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five 
months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. 

     This fifth trumpet judgment features a demonic invasion of locusts. The trumpet judgments up to 
this point have been targeted on the earth itself. Now this fifth trumpet judgment is focused on 
man; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. 

Revelation 9:6 

6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall 
flee from them. 
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      This swarm will attack the wicked people of the earth. Their sting will be one of great intense 
pain. The people that experience this attack will desire to die but death shall flee from them. They 
will experience the following:  

1) The place of the sting becomes inflamed;  
2) The skin hardens and becomes red;  
3) Intense pain follows;  
4) People experience chills, a burning sensation that includes sweating and shivering;  
5) A sensation of being pricked by needles.  
 
     The bottom line upfront is that they will be under the complete control of God. They have 
limitations that have already been declared and commanded. Here are their marching orders. 
 
Limitation #1 - They cannot hurt the grass of the earth. 9:4a  
Limitation #2 - They cannot hurt any green vegetation on the earth. 9:4b  
Limitation #3 - They cannot hurt any tree. 9:4c  
Limitation #4 - They can only hurt those who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 9:4d  
Limitation #5 - They can only torment people and not kill them. 9:5a  
Limitation #6 - They can only torment people for a restricted time. 9:5b  

Revelation 9:7 

7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as 
it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. 

     Here we are given a specific description of these locusts. They have a likeness of or image of 
similar resemblance. The word “like” is a comparative word used which means these are not exactly 
locusts but they are like locusts. This is actually a description not about the locusts but about this 
demonic army that comes up out of this bottomless pit the “abyss”.  
 
     They are like horses prepared for battle. A battle horse is one who charges into war and knows 
no fear, this demonic force is fearless and well-organized and well-fitted. The word “crown” is the 
word used to describe victory and not royalty; meaning that this demonic army will have pure 
(gold) victory in carrying out this judgment ordained by God. They have faces like men which is 
probably a reference to these demonic creatures as rational and intelligent beings (as are all 
angels). 

Revelation 9:8 

8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. 

     Most military forces have short hair. Warriors for the most part, even in ancient times, warriors 
would keep their hair short. This hair will have a feminine pretty flow to it. It will be kind of silky 
hair. Albert Barnes said although they are warriors, they have somewhat of an effeminate look to 
them. They are appealing and enticing to look at, possibly even beautiful and desirable but there is a 
very important principle to see here; satanic things may have a pleasing look to them but they are 
always very devastating and result in disaster.  
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     These demon locusts-scorpions have teeth like lions. They may be enticing, desirable, and nice to 
look at but they are dangerous. They have a gentle appearance with the beautiful long waving hair 
of a woman but their teeth are vicious, ready to devour and rip to shreds.  
 
Revelation 9:9 

9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the 
sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. 

     They have breastplates of iron. The demons are well-protected. The breastplates are 
impenetrable, designed to protect the vital organs and to sustain the life of a warrior as they will for 
these creatures so they can accomplish their purpose and that no one can stop them or destroy 
them. Their wings sound like the sound of the chariots of many horses running into battle. An 
unstoppable force that will do exactly yet only what God has declared.  
 
Revelation 9:10 

10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to 
hurt men five months. 

Two main myths that need to be busted: 
 

1. These flying locusts-scorpions are not apache helicopters spitting utter destruction from 
their tails, nor are they any other type of manmade machine that has power of hurt or 
destroy. But they are literally a swarm of demonic locusts sent to torment men for five 
months. 
 

2. This is not the last period of five months remaining as the time limit of 150 days is placed on 
them for the cycle of their torment. Because the sixth trumpet unleashes another judgment 
that will not physically torment but bring death to one third of mankind. 

 
Revelation 9:11 

11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew 
tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon. 

     Although a swarm of locusts does not normally have a king, these demonic creatures do. The 
name of this leader in Hebrew is Abaddon his name in the Greek is Apollyon. Both of these names 
mean “destruction” or one who “destroys.”  
 
     Just like in the hierarchy of the elect angels there is a hierarchy among the powers of the fallen 
non-elect angels. Apparently this angel of the bottomless pit or the abyss is one of Satan’s most 
powerful leaders or possibly Satan himself. 
 
     I cannot see how that this angel is Satan himself, because this is shortly after the three and a half 
year mark of the seven years. At this time Satan has entered into the man of sin, the anti-Christ. The 
Scriptures clearly teaches us that Satan is not “omnipresent”.  
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Job 1:7 
  
7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From 
going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.  
 
     Neither Satan, nor any other angel for that matter, elect or fallen is an omnipresent creature. 
They can move rapidly upon the earth and through the air as Satan is the god of this world and the 
prince of the power of the air but they are still limited to space and time. But they cannot be at two 
places at the same time.  
 
Revelation 9:12 

12 One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter. 

     This is just the first woe of the final three trumpets, with still yet two more woes to come. God’s 
pre-rapture saints have been redeemed from this appointed wrath to come. “For God hath not 
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ”, (I Thessalonians 5:19).  
 
Enoch  (Represents)  The Pre-tribulation Saints translated prior to the flood – The Church. 
Noah (Represents)  The Saints saved thru the flood – The Remnant of Israel and the Gentiles. 
 
     Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the 
three angels, which are yet to sound!” For those who do not have the seal of the Living God upon 
them, there are still two trumpets yet to sound, two more woes with intensifying judgments.  


