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The Church of Sardis 

Revelation 3:1-6 

 
INTRO: 
 
 Sardis was a church in a town that used to be something. It was the capital city of the Lydian 
Empire. Later the Syrians and Greeks established it as a chief city. Yet, the church according to 
our Lord had a name that it was alive. Yet, it was dead. 
  I. An Author to be Feared (v.1) 
 II. A Fading Reality (v. 1b-3) 
III. A Faithful Few (4-6) 
 
I. An Author to be Feared (v.1) 
 

A. As the Lord Jesus begins to dictate His fourth letter to the church of Sardis, He said;    (v.1) 
‘And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These things says He who has 
the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars.’” 
 

B. In addressing this letter, Jesus wants this church to recognize He is not a being they 
should ignore. He is the source of their being. He has “the seven fold spirit.” We are 
troubled by this expression although it appears earlier and later in this book. It may be a 
second reference to the seven angels, but probably refers to the Holy Spirit’s complete 
power and authority. At any rate John reminds the people of the Sardis church that they 
exist because of them. 
 
C. Our Lord Jesus, the Lord of the churches, also has the stars (angels or messengers of the 
churches) in His hand. The Lord is sovereign over His churches. Still, there is much we must 
do in His church and much we are responsible for to Him. 
 

II. A Fading Reality (v. 1b-3) 
 

A. What does the head of the church say to the church of Sardis?    (v.1b-3) 
“I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. Be 
watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have 
not found your works perfect before God. Remember therefore how you have 
received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will 
come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you.”  

First, they had a reputation of being alive, but they were dead. They had reputation but no 
reality behind it. Reputation and possession does not equal real possess of the Lord Jesus 
and thus life. Many churches look good on the outside, but are not alive at all in that there 
is no vital spiritual reality there. 
 
B. Second, the exhortation was to be alert.    (v. 2) 
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“Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I 
have not found your works perfect before God.” 

Some translations say, “Wake up.”  While the translation is probably better rendered “Be 
alert,” I don’t know that there is a difference in idea. We lack alertness because we have 
snoozed off spiritually. We so easily let the important be victimized by business or the 
urgent. In Romans 13:11 Paul commanded the Roman believers to wake up to their 
eroding spiritual state.  

“And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for 
now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.”  

These folks had fallen asleep to what was happening to their personal relationship with God 
and thus to their local body of believers. They felt secure and they were decidedly not 
secure. If they did not begin by undergirding the spiritual realities they still had, it too would 
disappear. Twice in Sardis’ past enemies had taken the seemingly impregnable city by 
climbing up an unguarded crevice in the cliff and taking the city. 
 
C. Third, the Lord exhorts them to repent.    (v.3) 

“Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent.”  
 

1. Don’t miss the instruction, “Remember therefore how you have received and 
heard.” The ancient truth of the Word of God was where our faith began. The Word of 
God helps our faith grow. Ignoring the Word of God is how it shrivels up and dies. 
 
2. He told them two things they must do. First, they must hold fast to it. Make it 
everything to you. Second, repent. Recognize where you let it be crowded out of your 
life and thinking and take steps to put it back inside. 
 

D. Finally, the Lord warned them that He would come back.    (v. 3) 
“Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not 
know what hour I will come upon you.”  

While this would make them think about how they lost their stronghold twice, we find a 
warning about losing something more important.    (1 Thessalonians 5:2–3) 

“For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief 
in the night. For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction 
comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not 
escape.”  

 
III. A Faithful Few (4-6) 
 

A. This is a letter to a church, but churches are made up of individual people. Among those 
dead in this church, were some who worked on their relationship with God. To those who 
work at being faithful and growing in God, Our Lord gives some very precious promises. 

 “You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and 
they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. He who overcomes shall be 
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clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; 
but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. He who has 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”    (v.4-6) 

 
B. These few are those who have worked at remaining faithful to Christ, they did not let the 
things of this present world draw them from their relationship with Him. These the Lord 
said will walk with Him in white. He said this twice. What does this mean? It may refer to 
the clothing of all those who came to witness a Triumph. We seek here the garments of 
grace that speak of the glory of God seen in us. 
 
C. Second, He promised their names would not be blotted out of the book of life.    (v.5) 

“I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life” 
We cannot infer from this promise that some can and will be blotted out of the book of life. 
It was asserting the impossibility of these faithful ones losing their permanent relationship 
with God. 
 
D. Third, He will confess their names in heaven.    (v. 5) 

“I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.” 
This was a church with a deceitful name, but here Christ Himself will confess the names of 
those who are continually faithful to Him.    (Matthew 10:31–33) 

“Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. Therefore 
whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who 
is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My 
Father who is in heaven.”  

 
What do we learn here? 
 
We must try to be faithful to the Lord when others turn their back on Him. 
 
We should always be alert about our own spiritual condition. What is our relationship with 
Christ look like? How is our communication lines (scripture reading, prayer, obedience)? 
 
It is, more important to have the Lord Jesus Christ confess your name in Heaven before God 
the Father and the angels, than to have it confessed before men today. 


