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Scripture Reading:    John 20 

“24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 The other 

disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.”  So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands 

the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will 

not believe.” 26 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, 

the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” 27 Then He said to Thomas,  

“Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do 

not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have believed.” 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, 

which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,  

the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.” 

"Declaring the Gospel” 
Friday evening, we gathered for a somber service where we pondered the suffering of Jesus and His 

words from the Cross with our young ladies extinguishing one of the seven candles as each Word was 

considered… 

 This morning we return; in much the same way the women did that first Easter to the tomb; to see 

the candles are burning brightly once again & proclaiming to one another: 

 He is risen! 

While celebrating Christmas and Easter are seen as controversial in some circles or sadly ignored in 

others, here at Church of the King we see them as two of the major markers in the annual Church 

calendar that reminds us about the coming of Jesus, and the work of Jesus:  

 Jesus came to save His people from their sins and thus Jesus died to save His people from their 

sins and now His ministry & death has impacted the whole world! 

And we can know that Jesus was successful in His mission and work because He was raised in power on 

that first Easter Morning, or what we refer to as Resurrection Sunday! And it is that resurrection that we 

will focus on this morning… Now I have had a bit of fun with Elder Perry these past few weeks by letting 

him know that I too would be using someone else’s sermon material for my message this morning! 

Now of course the reason I am going to do so is simply because there is no better place to go for a message 

on the importance of, or the impact of, the resurrection than the Apostle Paul! So most of what I will 

have to share today will come directly from Paul’s extended treatment of the resurrection in I 

Corinthians chapter 15 which we should remember is written not as much for the sake of evangelism, but 

for the edification of the Saints:   

 To strengthen our faith and to help us understand the full scope of our salvation! 

BUT, the truth of the resurrection is properly at the center of all Biblical evangelism which we shall also 

see from the Apostle Paul as he confronts the secular humanists of his day in Athens.  

So after answering the many questions from the Saints at Corinth and correcting some of their errors, 

the Apostle Paul turns to the truth and power of the resurrection in chapter 15. 
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There we will see him simply present: 

 The truth of the resurrection 

 The importance of the resurrection 

 The power of the resurrection! 

Again this is all given primarily for the edification of the Saints…  

 The Saints there at Corinth, the Saints down through history and the Saints here at Church of the King! 

The Apostle Paul begins by declaring the truth of the resurrection! 

I Corinthians 15 “Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also 

you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I 

preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He 

rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the 

twelve. 6 After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain 

to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 

8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of the 

apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  10 But by 

the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more 

abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 11 Therefore, whether it was 

I or they, so we preach and so you believed.” 

 Paul has made his case for the truth of the resurrection with an appeal to the Scriptures and to the 

witnesses, as we should always do today! 

 The Apostle then begins to show the importance of the resurrection… 

12 “Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that 

there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not 

risen. 14 And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 15 Yes, and 

we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He 

did not raise up— if in fact the dead do not rise.  16 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 

17 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 18 Then also those who have 

fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the 

most pitiable.” 

 Paul shows that we have a simple choice:  Put our faith in the good news that Jesus rose from the 

dead or be those who can only be pitied! 

Brothers and sisters this is where the rubber truly meets the road in our Christian life:  Paul is here 

appealing to the wisdom of Solomon in the Book of Ecclesiastes, where he shows that all of life “under the 

sun” is vanity.  But Jesus has broken into history and solved the problem of sin and shown that we have 

hope and not vanity! Without the resurrection there is NO meaning to life & NO hope for those who have 

lost love ones, but with the resurrection we have GREAT hope as Paul continues to make his case for the 

importance of the Resurrection. 

20 “But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all 

die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, 

afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. 24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to 

God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule & all authority & power. 25 For He must reign till He 

has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.  
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27 For “He has put all things under His feet.” But when He says “all things are put under Him,” it is 

evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted. 28 Now when all things are made subject to 
Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.” 

Here the Apostle has shown the importance of the resurrection in history:  As we learned in our long 

series in the Book of Acts:  The Holy Spirit knows where He is taking history and He will make sure it 

gets there and Paul here links this success in history to the power of the resurrection!   

 The risen Jesus will reign on His heavenly throne until all His earthly enemies have been put 

under his feet! 

Next Paul relates the new reality of the resurrection to both the Jewish and Gentile worlds and we should 

be careful to not let the details distract us from the general thrust of this chapter.  

 The first reference is one that seems obscure & has been controversial. The second is used all the 

time & usually not in a right context! 

29 “Otherwise, what will they do who are baptized for the dead, if the dead do not rise at all? Why then 

are they baptized for the dead? 30 And why do we stand in jeopardy every hour? 31 I affirm, by the 

boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 32 If, in the manner of men, I have 

fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantage is it to me? If the dead do not rise, “Let us eat and drink, 

for tomorrow we die!”  33 Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.” 34 Awake to 

righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of God.  I speak this to your shame.” 

 There are various opinions about what Paul refers to in the mention of baptizing for the dead & 

the Mormon church has created an entire theology around these few verses, which is always a 

very dangerous thing to do with any single verses!   

As is usually the case, it is best to let the Bible interpret the Bible which is why I think we have Paul 

turning to both his Jewish and Gentile hearers:  If we think back to all the various washing or sprinklings 

in the Old Testament they are almost always a part of making something unclean clean again…  In other 

words they were washing or baptizing things that were ‘dead’ to God so they could be holy once more 

and while this certainly pointed to the work of Jesus, Paul here rightly says it was all vanity if the work of 

Jesus was not real as shown by His rising in power! 

Turning to his Gentile hearers Paul reminds them that presenting Jesus as the Way the Truth and the 

Life has not set well with their religious practices either and thus they faced great persecutions.  The 

Gospel has rightly challenged this vanity of the world, but Paul also rightly points out that IF the 

resurrection is not real, then opposing the world was all in vain and we might as well have joined them in 

the world’s party putting on the bumper sticker that says, ‘he who dies with the most toys wins’ because 

all we have is the here and now with no meaning and no hope! 

Paul’s point is that the power of the resurrection in which they have put their trust changes things in the here and 

now giving us meaning and hope.  BUT, it is not just in the here and now that we have meaning & hope:   

 Paul goes on to show the power of the resurrection in the future! 

35 “But someone will say, “How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they come?” 36 Foolish 

one, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies.  37 And what you sow, you do not sow that body that 

shall be, but mere grain—perhaps wheat or some other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as He pleases, 

and to each seed its own body.  39 All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one kind of flesh of men, 

another flesh of animals, another of fish, and another of birds.  40 There are also celestial bodies and 

terrestrial bodies; but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.  41 There 

is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star differs from 

another star in glory.” 
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The Apostle Paul began here with a very simple illustration to help us understand one of the greatest 

mysteries of life:   

 What happens to us after we die? 

Paul is going to give us hope with some details but reminds us that it is like looking at a mere grain of 

wheat and trying to picture the whole plant!  

42 “So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 

43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a 

natural body,  it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 45 And 

so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.”  The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 

46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. 47 The first man was of 

the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are 

those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. 49 And as 

we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man. 

 Again we do NOT live merely under the sun in the sky where there is only vanity, but under the 

love of the Son given us by the Father, where we have great hope. 

50 “Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does 

corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed— 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  

For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For 

this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this 

corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to 

pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”  55 “O Death, where is your sting?  O 

Hades, where is your victory?”  56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But 

thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  58 Therefore, my beloved 

brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is 

not in vain in the Lord.” 

So your application today is very simple:  I want all of you to make this chapter one of the MOST 

important to you in your Christian walk! 

 Just as many of us have with Psalm 23 or Romans chapter 8! 

Dr. Schaeffer made use of this chapter to share the Gospel in that episode of Whatever Happened to the 

Human Race?, even though it is not recorded as one of Paul’s sermons, but as we think today about 

sharing the Gospel, the Good News with our very secular culture, we do have a similar address that Paul 

made in his day to the Greeks in Athens, a message that had a profound impact on your pastor… 

 And one that we hope and pray will continue to be used by the Spirit of God to bring other 

hardened secular humanists to faith in the living God! 

Act 17: “22 Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said,  

“Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; 23 for as I was passing through and 

considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: 

TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. 

Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you: 24 “God, who made the 

world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with 

hands.  
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25 Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, 

breath, and all things.   26 And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face 

of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 so 

that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not 

far from each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own 

poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ 29 Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought 

not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s 

devising. 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to 

repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man 

whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.” 

 And that brother & sisters is what it means to declare the Gospel! 

 

 Communion Meditation:   John 20 

“29 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have believed.” 

30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this 

book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,  

the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.” 


