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First Baptist Church Powell 03 27 2016 AM (Easter) 
Sermon:  Pursuing The Resurrected Christ 
Philippians 3:10-11 

 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection 
from the dead. 

Jesus said some rather radical things about the extent to which His disciples are to pursue Him. Luke 
9:23-24: “And He was saying to them all, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it.’” That is some pretty hard language – “deny himself,” 
“take up his cross [the instrument of execution] daily,” “loses his life for My sake.” Sadly, especially in the 
Bible belt, many church leaders have watered down what Jesus said. We have watered down “deny 
himself” with “become your best self.” We have substituted “take up his cross daily” with “have your best 
life now.” We have substituted, “follow me” with “find yourself and fulfill your dreams.” We live in a 
culture that sees the Lord Jesus Christ as the heavenly genie that exists to make our wish his command. 
Instead of pursuing Christ, all too often we only want His assistance to enable us to successfully pursue 
our own dreams.  

The primary reason so many people have missed what it means to follow, and even pursue, Jesus is that 
they have bought the enemy’s lie about how one becomes a Christian. We are often told that to become a 
Christian, one must just believe the facts about Jesus and pray a “sinner’s prayer” asking Jesus to save us. 
True salvation is so much more than that! It involves repentance. Luke 13:3: “I tell you, no, but unless 
you repent, you will all likewise perish.” Repentance is a change of mind that results in a change of life 
direction. Salvation also involves coming to Jesus broken over our sin and realizing our own spiritual 
bankruptcy when it comes to paying for our sin. When we come to this resurrected Savior, we humbly 
place our faith, our trust, in His finished work on the cross on our behalf, and surrender to Him as Lord. 
A good summary is found in Romans 10:9: “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and 
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  

So many have seen being saved only as something you get out of the way so that you can know you will 
go to heaven when you die. Erroneously thinking they have checked salvation off their to do list, they set 
about living their life as they please, pursuing their own dreams and plans. They may ask Jesus for a little 
help every now and then in accomplishing their pursuits, but that’s optional. With a grieved heart, I must 
tell you what these people I have described will one day hear a hard word from the resurrected Jesus 
when they stand before Him. Matthew 7:22-23: “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’  

And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessness.’” 

What we are going to see in this message is that true salvation results in a compelling desire to pursue the 
resurrected Jesus as His disciple. In the passage that we are focusing on, we will see what pursuing the 
resurrected Christ will look like. We will see that becoming a Christian is only the beginning, not the end.  

 

I.  Pursuing a Deeper Knowing of the Resurrected Christ (v 10a)  
The Greek language is much more precise than English. There are several Greek words that can all be 
translated “know” in English. Even in English, while we do not have as many words for “know” as does 
the Greek language, we by context can see many different ways the word know is used. The word know 
can mean to learn by serious study. For instance, a missionary in East Africa may say, “I know Swahili 
because I have studied it for three years and use it daily in my preaching and teaching.” We also use this 
word know to mean knowing by understanding. One might say, “Oh, now that you’ve explained it more, I 
know what you mean.” But there is a third way to interpret know. It can mean to know by personal 
experience. For instance, I have two wonderful, godly young engaged couples who have asked me to 
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perform their marriage ceremony. I am currently going through pre-marriage counseling with each 
couple. Suppose you asked these couples, “Do you really know marriage?” What if they answered, “Oh 
yes, we know all about marriage; we’re going through pre-marriage counseling with Pastor Phil.” You 
would smile at that answer, and think, “Poor kids, they don’t have a clue.” Pre-marriage counseling is 
helpful and needful, but you can’t really know marriage until you are married.  

A couple of weeks ago, my friend and mentor, Dr. Charles Solomon lost his wife Sue, to whom he had 
been married sixty-five years. As I held his hand at the receiving of friends and watched as shook with 
grief, I realized that I was with a man who knew marriage. He and Sue had been through hard times of 
trial, joyful times of fruitful ministry, years of good health, and years of sickness and physical weakness. 
It is that kind of know that Paul is speaking of in Philippians 3:10 – the know of experience.  

Why was this concept of experientially knowing Christ so important to the apostle Paul? To understand, 
we need to briefly look at Paul’s background. Let’s move back from Philippians 3:10 to Philippians 3:4b-
9:  

 … If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: circumcised the 
eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to 
the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which 
is in the Law, found blameless. But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view 
of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be 
found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that 
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of 
faith. 

Prior to an amazing experience with Christ on the road to Damascus, religion to Paul (known as Saul 
before becoming a true believer) was a matter of keeping rules and performing dead rituals. Paul kept the 
rules and followed to the smallest detail all the rituals better than anyone! In verse 4, Paul is saying if 
there was ever a “flesh contest” of keeping rules and rituals, he would have won the first place ribbon. But 
something happened to Saul (Paul) that I am praying will happen to some listening to this message. This 
“something” that happened to Paul caused him to see all the rule keeping, all the rituals as “rubbish” 
(verse 8). That word is translated “refuse” in the Amplified Version, “filth” in the HCSV, and “dung” in 
the KJV. What made all of his religion that he had completely poured himself into now seem like so much 
refuse? He had now come to experientially know Christ. Do you know Him? Do you experientially know 
Him? Is He precious to you? Are you pursuing Him to know him ever more deeply?  

The word know here in verse 10 is not the know of information or intellect; it is the know of intimacy, the 
know of a growing precious ever deepening love relationship. If that sounds foreign to you, I have been 
praying that you would be here today and that you would come to know Him. Perhaps your view of 
knowing God is more like the pre-Damascus Road view of Paul – keeping rules being a decent person 
(especially compared to others), and sometimes going to church. Oh, look at this man who could out-do 
all of us when it came to religion, and hear him as he says, “It was all refuse, rubbish, dung compared to 
knowing Him and pursuing an ever deepening knowing of Him.” This knowing Him more and more 
never ends. I believe it will continue in Heaven throughout eternity! After seventy billion years there, 
where time is not even measured, we will still be deepening in our experiential knowledge of Him. It will 
take an infinite amount of time to fully know an infinite God. 

When I say what I’m about to say, I don’t want to sound mean, uncaring, or insensitive. I simply want to 
say it because it is true. You can’t experientially know Buddha; he is dead. You cannot experientially 
know Mohammed; he is dead. You cannot experientially know Confucius; you can know some of what he 
said, but there is no experientially knowing him. Like Buddha and Mohamed, he is dead. I have some 
good news! Jesus Christ is alive! You can come to know Him experientially, begin a lifetime of pursuing 
Him, and growing deeper and deeper in your relationship with, and knowledge of, Him even as you go 
through trials, heartaches, victories, and disappointments.  
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It may be that as we examine this “knowing Christ” that you know exactly what Paul was talking about 
because that described you at one point in your life in the past, but now you are spiritually cold and bored 
and the precious Lord seems so far away. He didn’t move; you did. Come back to Him in humility and 
repentance. 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” It may be that someone has hurt you and bitterness has set in. It 
may be that you just got your priorities out of order and gradually you have drifted away from Him. Come 
back. Repent and begin again, today, a walk of pursuing Him in joy and fruitfulness through giving Him 
the preeminence in your life that He once had and always deserves.  

 

II.  Pursuing a Deeper Power of the Resurrected Christ (v 10b) 
I suppose that the greatest display of natural power in the United States in the last fifty years was the 
eruption of Mt. Saint Helens in Washington State on May 18, 1980. I have used this illustration before, 
but I wanted to hear it again! For most of us who remember that eruption, it didn’t seem like that big of a 
deal at the time because Ohio (where I lived) was a long way from Washington State. When I read about 
what happened at Mount Saint Helens years later I was amazed. Basically, the explosion of that volcano 
blew off the top 1,300 feet of the mountain! It is estimated to have been the equivalent of ten million tons 
of TNT or roughly 500 atomic bombs like the one dropped on Hiroshima, Japan in 1945. The blast at 
Mount Saint Helens leveled Douglas fir trees, that were 150-feet-high, as far as 17 miles away. It is 
estimated that enough trees were destroyed to build 200,000 three bedroom homes.  

However, the powerful explosion of Mount Saint Helens was like a Fourth of July firecracker compared 
to the power God manifested when He raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Why did it require so much 
power to raise Jesus from the dead? Realize that when we talk about the amount of power required of 
God to do something, in one sense it is irrelevant since God is omnipotent (all powerful). Realizing the 
omnipotence of God, I think it is helpful to see why the resurrection of Christ involves power like no 
other power. When it came to Jesus’ death, all of the forces of evil aligned to do all they could do to keep 
Jesus in the grave. If Satan and his demons could keep Jesus in the grave, then the promises of God could 
not be fulfilled; His death on the cross would have been powerless to save. A dead Savior could save no 
one. Death would still reign. When the Father raised Jesus from the dead it was God showing His power 
as being infinitely superior to all of the combined power of all the enemies and rebels against God. In 
1874, Robert Lowry put this truth to music in his hymn, Christ Arose: 

 

Death cannot keep his prey,  
Jesus, my Savior! 
He tore the bars away, 
Jesus, my Lord! 
Up from the grave He arose, 
With a mighty triumph o’er His foes; 
He arose a victor from the dark domain, 
And He lives forever with His saints to reign. 
He arose! He arose!  
Hallelujah Christ Arose! 
    (Robert Lowry, 1874) 

 

In most of the Epistles, that the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write, there is something about the desperate 
need we have for power that only God can provide. For example, we read in Ephesians 1:18-20:  

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the 
hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and 
what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in 
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accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in 
Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 
heavenly places. 

We see the need of supernatural power in Colossians 1:11a: “strengthened with all power, according to 
His glorious might…” In our text (Philippians 3:10b), Paul shares his longing to experientially know that 
supernatural power of God – the same power that raised Jesus from the dead. 

Do you realize what it means that we have the enabling power of God – the power that raised Jesus from 
the grave – to enable us to overcome every form of bondage to the evil one and every tactic of the enemy 
to keep us from God’s promises? This explains why we have power over every evil habit, every 
manifestation of the flesh, and every temptation. Oh that this would be the consuming desire, the 
passionate pursuit of our lives – that we would know, by experience, the supernatural above all other 
power, the never ending, never running out power of God – the same power that raised Jesus from the 
dead. 

 

III.  Pursuing a Deeper Fellowship with the Resurrected Christ (v 10c) 
At first, that seems like a strange sounding request. Why would anyone want to share in any kind of 
suffering? The word “fellowship” as it is used in this context means to be a sharer in Christ’s suffering. 
The question is “what sufferings of Christ” is he referring to? It is certainly not referring to Jesus’ 
suffering the wrath of the Father for our sins that were imputed to Jesus as He suffered and died on the 
cross. Jesus was very clear that the payment for our sins was fully accomplished when He cried out, “It is 
finished.” The word translated “sufferings” can mean the passionate affections of Christ. It can also mean 
afflictions. I think that the sufferings that we share with Christ include sharing His passion and affliction 
for the lost. When Jesus looked out on the people in Matthew 9:36 the Bible says, “Seeing the people, He 
felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd.” Do 
you join with Christ in that suffering, that affection for the lost and hurting? I have so far to go here, but 
it is my pursuit. I pray, “Lord break my heart with what breaks yours.” I pray, “Lord Jesus give me 
fellowship with you in your passion for the unreached, the deceived, the lost sheep.” 

The fellowship of His sufferings can also refer to literal suffering from a hostile world because our lives 
remind them of His life. What an honor to join with Christ in the fellowship of His suffering. Jesus said in 
John 15:20b: “If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you…” 1 Peter 4:14: “If you are reviled for 
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.” This is not 
something to dread; it is something to embrace and anticipate His enabling grace to take us victoriously 
through.  

 

IV.  Pursuing a Deeper Union with the Resurrected Christ (v 10d) 
This is actually in the present tense. We are to continually be living out our union with Christ. Because 
the old us in Adam was crucified with Christ, we can pursue the truth of Romans 6:11: “Even so consider 
yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” Because I am united to Christ, I can live 
pursuing the victory that is Christ living through me. Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ; 
and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” As I pursue this union of Christ that is 
mine, I can claim by faith that I am – crucified with Christ (Romans 6:6), I can walk in victory as I allow 
Christ to live out His life through me (Galatians 2:20). My pursuit is that my walk matches my identity in 
Christ.  
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V.  Pursuing a Deeper Walk with the Crucified Christ (v 11) 

Certainly Paul isn’t speaking of earning resurrection of the dead. That would contradict so many other 
things he was inspired to write. The word translated resurrection in this verse is a different word for 
resurrection than the one typically used. It literally means, “The out-resurrection from the dead ones.” 
That could be a reference to the catching up of the church as is described in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17. I 
believe that he is speaking of the spiritually dead. He is saying, “Lord, I want to so pursue you that as I 
walk here among the spiritually dead that there will be such a difference that it is like a live man walking 
among the dead.” When we are pursuing a deeper knowing of the resurrected Christ, a deeper power of 
the resurrected Christ, a deeper fellowship with the resurrected Christ, and a deeper union with the 
resurrected Christ, then we will walk through our time on this earth as an alive one among the spiritually 
dead ones. That is when we will have the privilege of being asked the question in 1 Peter 3:15b: “… being 
ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with 
gentleness and reverence.” 

 

Conclusion 
 Is the resurrection of Christ real to you? Are you living for your goals, your desires, your 
accomplishments, or are you pursuing hard after Christ? Do you truly know Jesus or do you just know a 
little about Him? Come in repentance and put your entire trust in Him.  
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