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This morning I would like us to think about the things that we ought to do to serve our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in light of the fact that He is risen from the dead, and is now sitting at the right hand of God.  
Much of  the motivation for what Joseph of Arimathea and these women did, before they knew that 
Jesus would be raised from the dead, they did by faith.  They did not know for certain, the outcome 
of Jesus’ life.  But believing that He was the Son of God, and the Promised Messiah of their people, 
they wanted to be faithful to Him.  And so, they did what they could, and the things which they 
have done have been recorded for us in the Scriptures, as an example to us, so that we might be 
strengthened in our faith during those times when we are discouraged and think that things can 
never be resolved favorably for us, or for the advancement of Christ’s kingdom.  It says here in 
verse 43 that Joseph “was himself waiting for the kingdom of God”.  He and those dear ladies, who 
are mentioned here as being Christ’s disciples, were waiting for what God would do next, in 
relation to the kingdom of His dear Son; the One whom they had recently seen, die upon the cross.  
What was coming now, they wondered?  What was God’s next move?  They had to wait for this, and 
it was not easy to wait.  What would they do while they were waiting?  They would still look about 
to see what could be done for their Lord.  What does it say here in our text that Joseph of 
Arimathea and these ladies thought of doing while they were “waiting for the kingdom of God”?  I 
think that there are 4 things that we can notice of here.  1st – It meant that Joseph as believer let 
his heart take courage. (verses 40-45)  2nd – It meant that they did what they could for Jesus. 
(verses 46 and 47, and chapter 16, verses 1 and 2)  3rd – It meant that they trusted that God would 
help them in relation to the things that they could not do on their own. (verses 3 and 4)  And 4th – 
It meant that even though they were afraid, that they believed the message of Jesus’ resurrection 
from the dead. (verses 5-9) 
1st of all – While Joseph was waiting for the kingdom of God to appear, he as a 
believer let his heart take courage. (verses 40-45) 
       Verse 43 of our text says: “Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, who was himself 
waiting for the kingdom of God, coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus.”  In Luke’s gospel it says: “Now behold there was a man named Joseph, a council 
member, a good and just man.”  “He had had not consented to their decision and deed.”  “He was 
from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who himself was also waiting for the kingdom of God.”  “This 
man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.”  “Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen, 
and laid it in a tomb that was hewn out of the rock, where no one had ever lain before.”  It says in 
John’s gospel, Chapter 19, verse 38: “After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but 
secretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate 
gave him permission.”  “So he came and took the body of Jesus.”  It says here that Joseph was a 
prominent council member.  He was a high ranking official in the government of the nation.  He 
was a rich man because God had providentially blessed him with these riches and ordained that he 
would be the instrument of help to Jesus and His cause of righteousness and truth at this time.  He 
was a good and a just man because he had come to faith in the Lord Jesus.  He had not consented 
to their plan and action of putting Jesus to death.  And yet, for some time after he came to faith in 
Christ, it says that he had been a secret disciple of Jesus, because of fear of the Jews.   
       I think that we have to think about the kind of courage it took for him to go to Pilate and to ask 
permission from him for the body of Jesus.  He was about to do this very good deed for Jesus, the 
One whom most of the members of the council had thought deserved to die.  And they were very 
happy when He was crucified.  And they were hoping that Jesus’ reputation would be destroyed 
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forever.  It was no doubt true that Joseph’s reputation with many of the men on the council would 
now have been in jeopardy, if he did this good deed in caring for the body of Jesus. Anyone 
showing any kindness to this Man Jesus, would be socially ostracized from the whole nation of 
Israel.  The majority of the Sanhedrim had thought that Jesus was a false prophet, and One who 
was out to destroy the nation.  Joseph had now come to realize the very opposite; that Jesus was 
the Prophet who had come into the world to teach them how they might find God.  And he himself 
had found God by listening to Jesus preach, and He was a witness to the miracles that Jesus did.   
Joseph did not want to lose his high position in the council, or his good reputation, but he had now 
come to the place where he understood that it was more important that he not be ashamed of the 
gospel, or hide the light that he had received.  He could no longer be ashamed of the One who had 
shown him the path of life.  How is it with you dear Christian?  Have you come to this place, where 
you will refuse to be ashamed of Christ and His words?   
       Joseph had been waiting for the kingdom of God to appear.  He had been waiting for the time 
to arrive when Jesus would be received by his own people.  He had been hopeful that they would 
have acknowledged Jesus for who He was, their Prophet, High-Priest, and King.  But he was 
disappointed in this; it had not happened.  He could have quit following Jesus at this point.  He 
could have said: This is useless.  If Jesus really was the king of Israel, He really would have come 
down from the cross as the chief priests and scribes mockingly told Him to do.  But Joseph did not 
think the way that these other men thought.  Instead, he had watched Jesus hanging on the cross.  
He had  become a witness to Christ’s death on the cross.  He saw the remarkable way in which 
Jesus had suffered, the sky growing black at mid-day; the Lord Jesus remaining upon the cross and 
suffering, bleeding, and dying there for our sins.  He did not understand it entirely, but he knew the 
loyalty which he felt toward this man who had given him spiritual eyes to see and ears to hear, and 
a heart which was now inclined to do God’s will in connection with the Scriptures. 
       Joseph had seen Jesus die, and I am sure that he must have many questions about how the 
kingdom could now come to Israel.  How could Jesus’ mission be fulfilled, to see people helped and 
saved from their sins?  He must have been somewhat perplexed.  He knew that his own heart had 
been changed, and turned away from sin, and unto righteousness, when he first believed in Jesus.  
But now he felt moved to do something for Jesus that would put his whole life and reputation in 
great danger.  He could no longer be a secret disciple.  He would go to Pilate and he would ask for 
the body of Jesus.  Yes, he would continue to wait for the kingdom of God, but while he waited, he 
would do what he felt God would have him to do for the Lord Jesus; take him down from the cross 
and bear him to his own new tomb and place his body there.  He could have run away; he could 
have turned away.  He could have simply thought of his own interests.  But instead he thought of 
Jesus, and what he could do, in relation to Jesus, which would show forth his continued faith in 
Him.   
       He had been waiting for the kingdom of God.  He would continue to wait.  But while he waited, 
he would work and become a helper to Christ’s kingdom and cause.  He would give Jesus a decent 
burial.  He was determined that Jesus would not be buried in the common grave of the malefactors, 
but he would give him a good place for his body to lie.  Did Joseph know Isaiah 53: 8?  – “For He 
(that is, Christ) was cut off from the land of the living for the transgressions of My people He was 
stricken.”  “And they made His grave with the wicked, but with the rich at His death…”  Yes Joseph 
would show his loyalty to Christ; to His kingdom and His cause.  He would take Him down from 
the cross and given Him the funeral of a rich man.  Let me apply this to us here, in this way: It is 
the life of a Christian to wait upon the Lord, and to wait for the coming of His kingdom.  But there 
have been some times in the history of the Church when the kingdom of God does not come in the 
way that we think that it should.  It does not come with observation.  Rather the whole cause might 
even seem to be dying instead of flourishing. Sometimes there are great reasons for 
discouragement.  It was so in this case; Christ had died.  Would He rise again on the third day as 
some had said?  Sometimes Christians are overtaken with the fear of men, when by God’s grace, 
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they should be courageous.  In the case that we are looking at here, it was grace that conquered 
Joseph’s fears so that he could do something that would please God.  He would go to Pilate and beg 
the body of Jesus.  Then it was that he went and took down Jesus’ body from the cross and he bore 
it to a suitable tomb.   
       Sometimes, in the life of a Christian, they are not sure whether they can wait for God’s timing; 
His timing for giving them what He has promised in His word that He will give.  They are uncertain 
of how Christ’s kingdom comes; how it comes, either in relation to their own life, or in relation to 
the life of their church, or among the nations of the world.  If you have ever carefully read the 
Scriptures, you know that Christ’s kingdom will someday conquer among the nations of the world.  
You realize that by His Almighty power He has conquered your heart.  As you read the Bible you 
find written there that someday the kingdoms of this world are going to become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of His Christ.  You should believe that this will come to pass because God is faithful to 
His word; not because you presently see the evidence of the church reigning at this time.  But 
rather you know, that what He has said, He will do.  He has said to His dear Son: “Sit at My right 
hand until I put all of Your enemies under Your feet.”  You believe that this is true, and you believe 
that God will act to bring this about.  You also believe that He will do according to all His good will.  
And so, you are willing to wait.  But sometimes a Christian may not know if they can wait God’s 
timing, to show them what the next step will be; for what He would have them to do with their life.  
They do not want to be disappointed in Him, or to think that they have misread the Scriptures.  
They want to live by faith.  But they feel compelled to do something.  Let it be that you do what God 
would have you to do, and not what men would have you to do.  Let it be what God would have you 
to do, and not what your own sinful and selfish flesh would have you to do.  You belong to Christ.  
Therefore wait for the kingdom of God by doing what you can to help the cause of Jesus and His 
Church.  With this kind of action God is pleased.   
2nd – While they were waiting for the kingdom of God, the women would also do what 
they could for Jesus.  
       Verse 47 says: “And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses observed where He was 
laid.  “Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices, that they might come and anoint Him.”  “Very early in the morning, on the first day 
of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun was risen.”  You see, that even though Joseph had 
done the hard work of taking Jesus down from the cross and even though he and Nicodemus had 
prepared the body of Jesus for burial, by binding it in strips of linen with spices, still there were 
other respects that could be paid to the body of Jesus.  These women would pay their respects also.  
It was their great spiritual affection for the Lord Jesus, the things that He had taught them, the 
things that He had done for them, which led them to the tomb early that morning.  Their example 
was a very good one.  Even though Christ’s cause seemed to have come to an end, yet these women 
would continue to follow; to see what they could do to honor their Lord, and make even His grave a 
pleasant place. Jonathan Edwards says that “True religion in great part, consists in religious 
affections.  He says: “That religion which God requires, and will accept, does not consist in weak, 
dull, and lifeless wishes, raising us but a little above a state of indifference. God, in his word, 
greatly insists upon it, that we be in good earnest, fervent in spirit, and our hearts vigorously 
engaged in religion: Romans 12:11. “Be ye fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” Deuteronomy 10:12. 
“And now Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk 
in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul?” Deuteronomy 6: 4, 5.  
       This is what was being evidenced by these dear ladies; their religious affections.  Let me ask you 
what you will do to show your affection for Christ?  Will you minister to those who are dead in their 
trespasses and sins?  Even though Christ’s cause and kingdom might seem to be dying to you in 
these days, will you still be thinking of what you might do to honor the memory of Christ’s perfect 
life, and His obedience on your behalf?  Will you not remember the grace that He has given to you 
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to save you from your sins?  What will you do for Him, to remember His sufferings for your sake?  
Do you have a good, earnest, fervent spirit in serving Christ?  Let’s say, over the next few years, that 
Christ’s cause sinks deeper and deeper into darkness, and very few are being saved, and very few 
are taking an interest in the things of Christ?  What will your response be?  If you will love Christ, 
what will you do for Him?  What is it that you believe that the Lord would have you to do while you 
are waiting for the kingdom of God to come with power?  While you are waiting for God to do His 
greatest work of raising Christ’s cause from the dead, you can do this: By faith, you can persevere in 
doing good, and persevere in waiting for God to act, as these dear brethren did.  You can, like them, 
honor every memory that you’ve had of Him; remembering His marvelous works toward you; 
remembering His love to you.  If you do this, you will be rewarded for your faith.  And you will be 
rewarded for your showing your affection to Christ, in this way.  He will reward you with the sure 
prospect of the joy that He will do greater things yet, in the earth, among the nations of the world, 
through the pouring out of the Spirit, and the preaching of the word.  In the meantime, stand with 
Christ’s cause in all of its trials.   
       Because you love Christ, do what you can for Him among the poor and needy; those whom He 
would be ministering to, if He was here upon the earth.  Sometimes even Christians are too proud 
to minister to the poor.  But remember what the prophet Daniel said to proud Nebuchadnezzar in 
Daniel 4: 27 – “Therefore, O king, let my advice be acceptable to you; break off your sins by being 
righteous, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor.”  “Perhaps there may be a lengthening 
of your prosperity.”  You see, your money is not given to you to hoard; it is given to you so that you 
might do good things to provide for your family and to further Christ’s kingdom.  One of the ways 
that you further His kingdom to help the poor; to take a personal concern for them, and teach them 
the way to live uprightly before God, and assume responsibility for themselves, to learn to live in a 
righteous way before God and men.  When you do these good works; when you are learning to wait 
and work for Christ, and you will come to be more and more amazed at what the Lord is doing for 
you, and for all of His dear people.  You will have your faith strengthened, your hope established 
and encouraged, and the love that you have for your Savior and people around you, will grow 
stronger.   
3rd – While they were waiting for the kingdom of God they learned this good lesson: 
That God would help them in relation to the things that they could not do on their 
own. (verses 3 and 4) 
       Verse 3 says: “And they said among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door of 
the tomb for us?”  “But when they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away – for it 
was very large.”  I think that we can draw some pretty straightforward conclusions from these 
words.  Often when we come into a situation where we would minister for Christ, we do not see 
how we will be able to proceed forward to do what we have intended to do for Him because there is 
a great stone of some sort in the way.  This one here was called “very large”.  These ladies would not 
have been able to roll it away by their own strength.  But, we see, that the Lord’s angel had gone 
before them and moved it out of the way.  Perhaps you think that there are great obstacles in your 
path, to your being able to fulfill what you have intended to do for Him.  There are great practical 
difficulties which make it appear that you will not be able to glorify God with your life.  Take heart, 
dear Christian.  God is going before you.  He sees all the desires of your heart.  He sees your 
sadness and disappointment; that you cannot seem to bring your best laid plans to fruition so that 
He is glorified. 
       Since God sees these things so clearly, much more clearly than you do, will you not have the 
faith to believe that He who ordains all things after the counsel of His will, will be going before you, 
every step of the way, so that at just the right time, He will open the door to your future usefulness?  
In the case of these dear ladies, no sooner had they asked the question, then they received an 
answer.  They only had to look up.  And when they looked up, they saw that the stone had been 
rolled away.  The lesson that we should learn is this: When you have decided to do a good work for 
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Jesus, there will always be practical obstacle in the road that will need to be dealt with so that you 
can come and minister to Christ’s body: His Church.  There will always be some obstacle in your 
path, something that you know that you cannot do on your own, which will prevent you from 
accomplishing your righteous goal of ministering to people in need, and ministering to them on 
Christ’s behalf.  Remember this wonderful lesson.  There is no rock so big that God cannot lift it.  
There is no mountain so great, but that by faith it cannot be removed.  You simply need to ask.  You 
have not because you ask not.  Listen to Mark 11: 22 – “So Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Have 
faith in God.”  “For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast 
into the sea, and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he 
will have whatever he says.”  “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, 
believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”   
And then 4th and finally – While they were waiting for the kingdom of God, they were 
surprised unto amazement and joy at being told of Christ’s resurrection. (verses 5-8) 
       Verse 5 says: And entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting 
on the right side and they were alarmed.”  “But he said to them ‘Do not be alarmed.”  “You seek 
Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified.”  “He is risen!”  “He is not here.”  “See the place where they 
laid Him.”  “But go, tell His disciples – and Peter – that He is going before you into Galilee; there 
you will see Him, as He said to you.”  “So they went out quickly and fled from the tomb, for they 
trembled and were amazed.”  “And they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.”  They were 
probably afraid because they had seen the power of this angel, and as it says in Matthew 28: 3 – 
“His countenance was like lightening, and his clothing as white as snow.”  This was the angel who 
had, moments before, descended from heaven, had rolled back the stone from the door, and sat on 
it.  In Matthew 28: 4 it says that, “The guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men.”  
The angel did not address these guards, but he addressed the women.  He said in verse 5 of 
Matthew 28, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.”  He is not here; 
for He is risen, as He said.”  “Come see the place where the Lord lay.”  “And go quickly and tell His 
disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you 
will see Him.”  “Behold, I have told you.” Luke’s gospel says that there were two angels who stood 
by them in shining garments.  They showed these women the interior of the tomb.  But it did not 
seem to lessen their godly fear of them.  Because it says in verse 8 of Matthew 28, “So they went out 
quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word.”  In Mark’s 
gospel it says that “they went out quickly and fled from the tomb”. 
     They were surprised unto great fear, and surprised unto great joy.  But I would like to ask you in 
closing: Is this not also the case with us in this life?  It is not for us to be familiar with angels in this 
life, whatever it will mean for us in eternity.  We ought always to have a holy fear, a holy awe and 
amazement of what God does, either immediately by His providence, or mediately through His 
angels.  But we also ought to have great joy at the wonderful messages that they have brought to us 
concerning our Lord Jesus.  I trust that you have never seen an angel, but if you did see one, your 
reaction would be the same: fear and amazement.  But I also trust that the message which brought 
great joy to these women, also brings great joy to you.  Christ is risen!  And He goes before us 
spiritually, just as He went before them physically, in His resurrection body, in that day.  Truly, we 
ought to be just as amazed as they were.  For we are waiting for the kingdom just as they were in 
that day.   
       I am trying to explain to you that we are awaiting the next stage of Christ’s kingdom to come to 
us as well.  There are times and seasons in the advancement of Christ’s kingdom.  And God through 
Christ is always leading His people into the various times and seasons of His Church according to 
His wise plans.  We may not always be able to discern them clearly, but we do know that the time is 
coming when Satan will be bound in respect to his greatest deceptive strategies and systems, and 
all His Church’s greatest enemies will be defeated.  Will we live to see these things?  We do not 
know, but we are at the same time, looking forward to and hastening unto that great Day when 
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Christ shall appear a second time.  For someday He will come for all of us, and bring this age to an 
end.  And someday He will come for us, either in death or at His Second Coming, and He will 
reward each of us according to our works.  So now is the time to labor for Him.  Now is the time to 
do what we can, and come to realize the greatness of His resurrection power and the fellowship of 
His sufferings.  For when you engage in good works for Christ’s sake, you will come to it as a 
glorious thing; waiting for the kingdom of God.  It will be glorious because Christ is risen! 
           
         
         
        
 


