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This is part two of a three-part series on the parable that we traditionally call the parable of the prodigal 

son. This parable is prompted by the challenge that the Pharisees give to Jesus that he is receiving sinners 

and dining with them. They thought it was crazy. They believed that what Jesus is doing here is the most 

absurd, ridiculous thing in the world by associating himself with the scum and lowlife of their world. In 

response, Jesus tells this parable, and he tells them that this is exactly why he came. Jesus came to call 

sinners to repentance, to seek and to save the lost, to bring salvation to the many who could not save 

themselves.  
 

The wonderful and amazing thing about this parable, as I mentioned last week, is that it opens the door 

into the very heart of God, allowing us to see and answer the question, “What is God like?” And what we 

find there as we gaze into the heart of God is something that causes sinners to rejoice. We saw this last 

week as we focused on the lost son, that son who rebelled against his father, slapped his father in the face, 

who basically said to his father, “I wish you were dead,” and went off to squander everything on 

prostitutes and reckless living. He comes to his senses, comes back repenting of his sin, and the father 

opens his arms and forgives him and welcomes him home. And we saw last week that this is what God is 

like. This is why the sinners are rejoicing, because God welcomes sinners, he forgives them. And this is 

why they were drawing near to Christ as verse 1 and 2 tells us. That's what we focused on last week.   

 

Next week we'll focus on the older son - that son who stayed home and was the obedient son. He did 

everything that his father asked him to do, and yet he resented his father's love and forgiveness that he 

gave to the younger son. The older son is really an obvious representation of the Pharisees as Jesus tells 

this parable. And as they see that window into God's heart, the very same thing that causes sinners to 

rejoice repulses them.  The Pharisees are the older son types. The older son in the parable hates the heart 

of his father. And the Pharisees show time and time again that they hate the very heart of God. We will 

focus on that next week as we look at the older son’s role. But this week our focus is on the father as he is 

represented in the parable. 

 

And as we focus on the father, I'm going to make just two points about God the father as he is represented 

here in chapter 15 of Luke. Just two very simple points - the first is this: God seeks sinners, and the 

second is this: God welcomes sinners home. Now what should be obvious is that these points are 

nothing more than one way of expressing the biblical gospel. The window into the heart of God that this 

parable shows us is also, we could say, a window into the very heart of the gospel. God seeks sinners and 

he welcomes them home.  And as we talk about these two points - as we talk about the gospel - we need 

to keep in mind a very important truth, which is we can never, never, never, never, never exhaust the 

implications of the gospel for our lives today. As simple as the gospel is, we will never exhaust its scope 

and depth and the way it reaches into our lives and transforms us with the good news that is proclaimed 

through it. As familiar as the gospel is to us, we will never, never, never fully grasp the radical nature of 

the calling that God puts on our lives through the gospel.   
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I was talking with some people just yesterday about the gospel. And what I was talking about was how 

easy it is to receive the gospel in faith. Nothing is required of us to receive the gospel. In fact, we don't do 

anything; God does all of the work of saving. But once we are saved, then the demand that the gospel puts 

on our lives will never be exhausted. That's why Jesus will say things that seem contradictory.  He will 

say his yoke is easy and his burden is light, but he will also say, “If you are going to follow me, take up 

the cross and go after me.” He is highlighting the fact that to receive Christ is easy, but then to follow him 

and to obey the gospel once you have it is a challenge - and we will never exhaust the challenges that the 

gospel lays out for us in living.  

 

And friends, as sinners saved by grace, as prodigal children of God, moment by moment straying and 

coming back to the Lord, we are constantly struggling with battles we face against sin and rebellion. The 

simple fact is that we will never, never, never, never reach a point where we have outgrown the 

gospel or no longer need to hear it because the gospel shows us (when we hear it, and see it, and 

taste it at the Lord's table) that God welcomes us home with his warm embrace. As we struggle with 

sin daily, we need to continually hear that message.  

 

Isn't it interesting in the book of Revelation, as God shows us a glimpse of heaven and eternity, that the 

message of the gospel remains central?  Even in eternity we don’t outgrow the gospel. There the creatures 

of heaven gather around the Lamb of God and they sing the gospel. Revelation 5:9 says, “By your blood 

you ransomed people for God.” They sing the gospel in all eternity.   

  

God Seeks Sinners 

 

The first and most basic lesson we see in this parable is that God seeks sinners. This is what we see in the 

first two parables. And in more explicit ways, we also see it generally in the parable of the lost son. All 

three of these parables are closely related - the lost sheep, the lost coin, and then also the lost son.  They 

show us that window into God's heart.  And all of them are told in response to that accusation against 

Jesus that he receives sinners.  The first two parables in particular focus on the truth that God actively 

seeks sinners to save them.  

 

In the first parable Jesus talks about a lost sheep and he asks the question, “If you've lost a sheep, who 

wouldn't go after that one lost sheep and chase it down, hunt it down, find it wherever it is, and when you 

found it bring it home on your shoulders, rejoicing over it?” And Jesus tells a second parable about a coin 

that is lost and he talks about a woman who literally sweeps her house looking for it - doing everything 

she can to find it. 

 

Having small children in my house, I relate to this parable. I often have common items that go missing - 

like my hairbrush. I sweep the house looking for it and eventually it shows up and I've rejoiced when I 

find it because then I can brush my hair. And Jesus says that is what God is like.  He will sweep the 

house, he will chase you down and find you because he is so active, in fact, in seeking and saving lost 

sinners.  

 

God is like the shepherd or the woman and this, of course, is why Jesus came to the earth. Jesus said he 

came to this earth “to seek and to save the lost.” When Jesus speaks these words in Luke 19 he says them 

within the context of the story of Zacchaeus.  You remember the story of Zacchaeus - he climbs up the 

tree to see Jesus. And Jesus sees Zacchaeus up in that tree and this is what Jesus says to Zacchaeus, “I 

must come and stay at your house today.” In other words Jesus says, “I've got to do it.” He had to go and 

dine with that miserable, sinning tax collector, Zacchaeus. And salvation came to Zacchaeus because 

Jesus was doing what Jesus had to do - to actively seek lost sinners and save them.  
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We see this as well in the parable of the lost son when the son is returning home hoping to perhaps enter 

into his father's household and maybe become a slave or servant.  The father is there and the imaginary 

we have is that he is apparently scanning the horizon looking for his son. He sees his son while his son is 

still a long way off and the father goes and runs out to him, and he welcomes him, and restores him to his 

household.  Virtually every expert in the culture of the social norms of the ancient mid-East would say 

that running to embrace someone is something that no self-respecting patriarch or father would ever do. 

They would never run anywhere, particularly to greet their wayward, sinful son. But that's what happens 

in the parable - a father casting off all his social norms seeking for and running to meet and welcome his 

lost, sinful son. God actively seeks lost sinners to save them.  

 

Now here is where I want to ask you to listen very carefully to what I am going to say.  If God is actively 

seeking sinners to save, then this can mean only one thing, that it is good news to be a sinner.  It's 

good news to be a sinner. I know it's shocking. I'm shocked by it. Some of you are probably thinking, 

what in the world is Pastor Aaron saying now?  But I am not the one saying it.  Jesus is saying it. Look at 

Luke 15:7.  Here is what he says, “Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 

who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.” And in the verse 10, “Just 

so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  

 

So the rejoicing in heaven is ignited, not over the righteous person who needs no repentance, but over the 

sinner who does repent.  If you are a sinner, there is hope for you because Jesus came to the earth 

specifically to seek and to save lost sinners.  If you believe yourself to be righteous by your own merit, 

there is no hope for you. 

 

Now don't misunderstand me, don't mishear me on this. I'm not condoning sin.  With every bit of my 

being I urge you not to sin. The Bible condemns sin in the strongest possible words. It is because of sin 

that we are alienated from God. The cross shows us the grotesque and awful nature of sin. But Jesus’ 

point to the Pharisees is this, “if you don't take an honest look at yourselves and if you're not willing to 

admit that you're not righteous by your own merit, then that’s bad news for you.” The only way good 

news will truly come to you is if you are ready and willing to admit that you are a sinner in need of God's 

grace. So in that way it is good news to be a sinner because Jesus came to seek and to save lost sinners. 

We see in just about every instance in the gospels, when we find Jesus encountering notorious sinners and 

righteous Pharisees or righteous Jews in the same context, who is it that leaves blessed by God? In almost 

every case, maybe even in every case, it is the sinner that leaves blessed by God.  

 

Think back to Luke 7:36-50. You might remember that there was a woman who was a “sinner,” the Bible 

tells us. It doesn't explain what that meant, but we know what it meant.  She was a prostitute. And she's 

there in the house of a Pharisee and she is cleaning Jesus’ feet with her tears, wetting them with her tears, 

and drying them with her hair. And when a certain Pharisee expresses his shock and outrage at what is 

going on right in his home, Jesus says to him, “I have something to say to you.” Now as a child growing 

up, when my father would say something like that, it would not be good news, and it is not good news for 

this Pharisee. Here is Jesus receiving the adoration of this sinful woman, and the Pharisee challenges him 

over it.  So Jesus basically says, “we need to talk.” Jesus then goes on to explain the blessings and 

forgiveness this woman has because of how she has treated Jesus. And he condemns the Pharisee and 

piles shame upon shame on him because of how he has treated Jesus. So, it's in this way, in this context, 

that I say it is good news to be a sinner. Not because sin is good, but because sinners are the ones who 

Jesus came to seek and save. Sinners are the ones who are drawn to Christ.  And if we recognize our sin, 

the very first thing it will do is drive us right to the foot of the cross.  

 

This passage is a window into the very heart of God - the very heart of the gospel - and if, as God's 

church, one of our responsibilities is to reflect the heart of God in the world, then one of the things we 
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have to be doing is reminding ourselves that our calling as Christ's church, our calling as Christians, is to 

go into the world and seek lost sinners, introducing them to Jesus who can save them. 

 

Just recently another PCA pastor published a book on this parable of the lost son, and he offers some 

very, very challenging words for the church as he assesses this parable.  We need to hear what he says and 

be challenged by it.  He says, “Jesus’ teaching consistently attracted the irreligious, while offending the 

Bible-believing, religious people of his day.  However, in the main, our churches today do not have this 

effect.  The kind of outsiders Jesus attracted are not attracted to contemporary churches, even our most 

avant-garde ones.  We tend to draw conservative, buttoned down, moralistic people.  The licentious and 

liberated or the broken and marginal avoid church.  That can only mean one thing.  If the preaching of 

our ministers and the practice of our parishiners do not have the same effect on people that Jesus 

had, then we must not be declaring the same message that Jesus did.”  Those are challenging words, 

but I think they are words that we have to take seriously lest we end up like the older brother, repulsed by 

the heart of God that welcomes repentant sinners into his arms and kisses them.  

 

One of my seminary professors tells a story about when he was a pastor, I believe in a church in State 

College. While pastoring he became acquainted with a man who was a bartender.  He began to minister 

and share the gospel with this man. And one afternoon he went to see the bartender at his work, to speak 

with him for a little while (this pastor didn't drink at all).  He went to talk about the gospel. And he just 

happened to walk out of the bar in mid afternoon at the exact same time one of his parishioners drove by.  

She saw him walk out of the bar. By the time he got home his telephone was ringing and scandal had 

spread all through his church because he was walking out of this bar in the middle of the day. And even 

when he explained himself, the scandal remained because they thought he should not be there. People 

would say that is just not where we want our pastor going, that is not how we want our pastor spending 

his time. Another pastor in our Presbytery told me that he sometimes tells his congregation that if he is 

not in the bars of this world, wherever they may be, interacting with the lost and sharing the gospel and 

seeking sinners, then he is not doing his job.  

 

Friends, if we are not doing that then we are missing the entire point of why Jesus came into this world. 

And that’s what we are called to do as Christ's people.  We are charged with calling the lost to Christ. We 

are called to go to them and we are called to open our church doors wide for even the vilest of sinners.  

We are called to open wide our arms to them, calling them to repentance, and rejoicing over their 

salvation, just as Jesus and the angels rejoice over them. God actively seeks sinners to save.  

 

I can't help but think of the story that has been in the news lately. I have just barely seen it, so I don't 

know all the details. A pastor up in New Hampshire has welcomed into his house a sinner, the most 

grotesque of all kinds of sinners, a murderer and abuser of children. He apparently became a Christian 

while in jail, and he is now out of jail. The pastor welcomed him into his house, and now the pastor is 

under threat of his life because he has welcomed this sinner into his home. It just goes to show that this is 

how offensive the gospel is. What that pastor is doing is exactly what Jesus is doing. And the question is, 

“how would we respond in the same situation? Would we throw open our arms to this man who was 

apparently repentant and kiss him and welcome him into our fellowship?” God actively seeks sinners to 

save. 

 

God Welcomes Sinners Home 

 

The second thing we learn about God as we gaze into his heart through this parable is that God welcomes 

sinners home. In the parable of the lost son we see this father who runs to his son, he embraces him, he 

kisses him, and although he has given him so many of his possessions already, he gives him even more 

now that he has come home.  He gives him the finest of clothing and the fattened calf for the feast.  
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When I started to look at this parable a couple of weeks ago, I looked up the word prodigal in the 

dictionary because, I am going to be honest, I didn’t have any idea what the word prodigal meant. What I 

thought it meant was “wayward” or “lost” or something along those lines. So I looked it up.  Prodigal is 

not a biblical word, it is merely a word we have traditionally applied to this parable. I found these 

definitions: prodigal means “recklessly extravagant,” “lavish - giving profusely,” and “lavishly 

abundant.” Traditionally, of course, we have applied these ideas to the younger son because that is what 

he did. He lavishly spent his inheritance. But as I thought about it and saw the definitions of what 

prodigal means, I realized it may be better not to call this the Parable of the Prodigal Son because it isn’t 

really about a prodigal son… instead it is the Parable of the Prodigal God. God is the one who is 

recklessly extravagant. God is the one who is lavish in the blessings he bestows on lost sinners that 

return to him.  He is the one who showers blessing upon blessing upon blessing to rebels like you 

and I. He is the one who recklessly gives his children all things.  And we have to admit, although the 

grace of God costs us nothing, it was a reckless extravagance on God's part, because it cost him 

absolutely everything.  

 

 

Paul says in Ephesians 1, “In him we have redemption, we have received salvation in him, and we have 

redemption through his blood.” God has lavishly given us all things although it has cost him everything. 

As Paul goes on, he speaks of the forgiveness of our trespasses we have according to the riches of his 

grace which he lavishly bestowed upon us… which he lavished upon us! It is really a parable about the 

prodigal God when we think about it.  

 

One of the tragic themes that runs throughout the entire Bible is this theme of exile.  This is the notion 

that humanity is exiled from the presence of the very God that created them. We see this in Genesis 3 

right away. Adam and Eve are exiled from the garden, their home. They were cast out of the close 

presence and fellowship of God and made to be wanderers on earth. Their home is gone; it has been taken 

from them. Eventually Israel would again experience a very serious exile away from this land, the home 

that God had promised them. They experienced exile away from the Temple in Jerusalem where the 

presence of God dwelt. They were exiled away from God himself. But Jesus, having come into this earth, 

has put an end to that exile and he is finally bringing us home. The biblical answer to the tragedy of 

our exile and alienation from our true home with God is the gospel, the good news that God seeks 

the lost and brings sinners home once again.  
 

As we have been looking through Luke we have seen Jesus talke time and time again about the kingdom 

of God.  And all of that talk about the kingdom of God is in part just one of the ways that Jesus is saying 

that our days of exile, our days of alienation from God and one another, are drawing to a close as the 

kingdom of God is dawning. Jesus has come to call us home into that kingdom. Jesus is able to call us 

home to the arms of God the father because he takes our place in this exile. Jesus is the one who 

gives up everything, he becomes a wanderer on this earth without a home or a place to lay his head. He 

comes in exile, forsaken by God on the cross.  He is stripped naked so that we can be clothed. He cries 

out to God “why have you forsaken me?” so that God may welcome us into his arms. He does all of this 

ultimately so that we can truly go home to God the father.  

 

Isn't this longing for home that we have one of the most profound things that we experience on this earth? 

We experience it in temporal, earthly way - longing for our earthly homes. I spent Friday night at the 

men's retreat and certainly, to a degree, I longed to be home with my family. When we think about the 

holidays we think about being at home with our families around a big feast, and we get an idyllic longing 

for those times when everything seems just right.  

 

One of the songwriters I was introduced to in college writes songs in which this theme of longing for 

home runs throughout all of his music. At times I find myself driving around in my car listening to some 
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of these songs over and over and over again.  They express this longing to truly be home in the arms of 

the Lord. In one of his songs he says, “I'm weary and aching for my home and I'm waiting for my day.” 

So often, isn't that how we live our lives? I don't mean that were not content here with what we have, with 

our lot in life, but certainly no one is fully content with what we have.  And that lack of full contentment 

is an expression of the longing for home that all of us have.  

 

The message of the gospel tells us, as a matter of fact, that God will ultimately call us home through 

Christ. And what this does for us then, if we understand it, if we see what’s happening in this parable as 

we gaze into the heart of God, is it has a profound affect on how we live our lives, how we go about our 

daily business.  

 

I don't know about you, but I have a pretty good understanding of what my week is going to hold once I 

leave here this morning. If it's like the week before, or the week before, or the week before, if it's anything 

like that, I have a pretty good idea what my week is going to be like. I'm going to leave here and I'm 

going to experience some highs and lows during the week (as I do pretty much every week).  In regards to 

the lows I will probably give in to a little fear over any number of issues. I will probably be confronted by 

my sin and frustrated that I am not quite where I ought to be in regards to my fight against it. I will 

probably grow frustrated with my children at some point. I will probably fail to love my wife as I ought. I 

will probably experience some sort of internal ache or pain that will make me think I'm dying, as I did just 

a few weeks ago. And my assumption is that because you are human like me, then your weeks, 

particularly in regard to the lows, will kind of go the same way as that.  

 

This week all of us will be living with that constant sense that we are not home yet, that we were created 

for something more, that we remain exiles on this earth. The gospel answers that longing.  The gospel 

tells us that no matter what we face today or tomorrow, whether high or low, we are as a matter of fact 

true children of God and he will not leave us in exile. He will seek us out and welcome us into his home. 

He will not abandon us to ourselves. In fact, he will do quite the contrary.  He will recklessly and lavishly 

pour his blessings on us. And friends, this is just one of the reasons why we will never outgrow our need 

to hear the gospel, because the message of the gospel answers that longing. When we are at our lowest 

point where we sense and feel that exile and alienation from others and from God, we need to hear the 

gospel because in it God opens his arms to us, he kisses us, he embraces us and tells us we belong in his 

household. There is a home for us with the Lord that yet awaits us.  

 

This is how Paul talks about it in 2 Cor.5:8, Paul recognizes that common longing that all of us have 

when Paul says very frankly that we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 

What he is talking about is coming home to the open arms of God, feeling God's embrace and kiss and the 

lavish nature of his blessing given to us in Christ. That is what Paul is saying, and we all long for this, 

don't we? I heartily agree with Paul. That is what I long for. 

 

Some of you know that we've been trying to sell our house and get a little bigger house that will fit our 

family and have more than one closet - things like that. We have accepted an offer on Friday, so we are 

very thankful for that, and we are hoping to move soon. Yesterday the realtor called us and said that the 

single guy who bought our house wants to come over on Saturday evening and show his parents what he 

has bought. I was here at the church much of the day, but I drove by our house that evening.  He was 

supposed to come at 5:30 and I drove by about ten minutes to 6:00 to see if they were done yet because I 

wanted to go home and do some work at home.  As I drove by my house I almost couldn't drive my car 

down the middle of our street because there were so many cars parked in the front. They were parked on 

both sides.  There were eight or nine cars there and there were people hanging out on the front porch 

talking to one another. I drove around back and there were kids, half a dozen kids, playing in the yard on 

our swing set.  I don't know how many people were inside, but there were clearly a lot of people there. 

They were there almost an hour.  I kept driving by waiting for everyone to leave so I could go home. I 
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thought this is a little bit odd at first, and then as I thought about it I realized that this is kind of a neat 

thing. Here is this young guy that is buying a home.  It is his first true home, and he is so excited about it 

that he wants to share it with everybody he knows. 

 

And I thought, “yes, this is what it is like to long for home.” This is the kind of excitement that we ought 

to have about being welcomed into the arms of God who calls sinners home and receives them just as this 

father did to his lost son. Jesus says in John 14:1-3 “Let not your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God; 

believe also in me.  In my father's house are many rooms. If it were not so would I have told you that I go 

to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 

myself, that where I am you may be also.” There it is, the gospel once again. Jesus will come back and 

take sinners home at last to be with him. There is no news or admonition and that will affect my week any 

more, in all of those low points, and even in the high points, than hearing and embracing and knowing 

and believing this good news.  

 

Every homecoming properly done involves a feast of some sort.  This is true for me when I go home to 

my family.  For me my favorite homecoming meal is from Ron's Pizza, but I don't even really care that 

much as long as I am going home to eat something and be in the presence of my family. This is true for 

the prodigal son.  He came home and his father prepared a feast for him. This is true for us as Christians 

when we ultimately come home to the warm embrace and kiss of God the father. A feast like we have 

never dreamed of will be prepared for us in his presence where we will dwell for all eternity.  

 

The meal that we come to this morning is just a foretaste of that feast. It is one of the ways that God 

shows us and tells us, as a matter of fact, that homecoming day is coming. Again, this is one of the major 

themes of the Bible.  In God’s Word rea read not only of exile, that tragic theme that runs throughout 

Scripture, but also of homecoming. We see this in one of the most significant places in Isaiah 25:6-9: 

 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-

aged wine, of rich food full or marrow, of aged wine well refined.  And he will swallow up on this 

mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations.  He will 

swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach 

of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken.  It will be said on that 

day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.  This is the LORD; 

we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.  

 

 

Friends, that great end-times banquet is what we have a foretaste of here. As we come to this meal we see 

that this table is an acknowledgment of everything that Jesus has done on our behalf so that we might 

come home to God the father. As we recognize the broken body and shed blood of our Lord, we 

recognize that he became an exile for us, forsaken by God, so that we might be embraced by God and 

welcomed home.  

 


