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“Honoring God in Family Worship”, Session # 30 on the 2nd Commandment, 
Presented by Pastor Paul Rendall on March 30th, 2014, 

in the Adult Sunday School. 
 

Read 1 Samuel 2: 30 – “Therefore the Lord God of Israel says: ‘I said indeed that you house and 
the house of your father would walk before Me forever.”  “But now the Lord says: ‘Far be it from 
Me; for those who honor Me I will honor, and those who despise Me shall be lightly esteemed. 
You can see here from these words that Eli was in the line of those men who had received a 
promise from God; that if they honored God by teaching and leading their children in the good 
way, by word and example; family worship being one of the means to that end, that God Himself 
would honor them so that their “house” would walk before Him forever.  But Eli had not 
honored the Lord is this good way.   He did not teach his children the fear of the Lord.  What is 
the fear of the Lord?  It is to regard the Lord in engaging in the kind of family worship that is 
pleasing to Him. 
 
The subject we want to look at in our study together this morning is this:  
How does a family honor God in and through family worship?  
 
I. Honoring God is the family agreeing to worship God together. 
 
The Mother of Octavius Winslow, Mary Winslow, was determined after she was converted to 
Christ, to begin Family Worship in her home.  Here is evidenced her resolve and fortitude of 
spirit, and her love for her husband as well.     
 
“The earnest and practical character of her religion soon became apparent.”  “The yearning of 
her heart for the spiritual well-being of others, which now appeared, was not less the natural 
outflow of her new-born feelings than the forecastings of her future devotedness.” “The fervent 
zeal to which her Christianity gave birth, and which was but now in the first pantings of its 
inspiration, she retained in all its bloom until death.”  “It was natural that those of her own 
house should occupy her first thoughts, and share her deepest sympathies.”  “as a follower of 
Christ, she stood alone in her family.”  “she felt her responsibility, and resolved to act.” “Her first 
step in carrying out this her solemn resolution to serve the Lord, was the erection of what until 
now had no place in her domestic circle—a family altar to God.”   “The accomplishment of her 
purpose demanded no little moral courage, wisdom, and firmness.”  “The proposal was 
submitted to her husband, and though kindly, was yet strongly opposed.”  “But the conviction of 
duty was too deep to be overcome.”  “The energy of will, and the remarkable grace which in after 
years confronted and vanquished difficulties in the way of duty more formidable, and which 
bore her through trials yet more sever, crowned this her first work and testimony for God with 
the most pleasing success.”  “Consent was at length given; the effort was made in God’s strength 
and God blessed it.”  “The family and household were convened for what to them was a novel yet 
impressive service.”  “Her husband, at first declining to be present, was there.”  “She conducted 
the service, read a portion of God’s word, and then all but one of that circle knelt while she 
offered solemn prayer–the father of that worshipping family alone stood.”  “But when again they 
assembled, that heart was subdued, its hostility disarmed, and side by side with his wife and 
little ones he bent the knee before their Father in heaven.”  “From this moment the fire 
enkindled on that domestic altar never went out.”  “Whether at home or abroad, journeying on 
the land, or voyaging upon the sea, family prayer was never omitted.”  “As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord,” was a holy resolve with which no other engagements ever were allowed 
to interfere.”  “From the commencement of her Christian course until its close her grand and 
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single aim was to live for God.”  “To Him, her first thoughts, first time, first duties were given.”  
“All other and secondary calls, duties, and claims were held in stern abeyance.”  “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness,” was the precept in which she undeviatingly walked, 
leaving God to fulfil, as most faithfully He did, the promise which it is annexed, ‘and all these 
things else shall be added unto you.” –Taken from “Life in Jesus – A memoir of Mary Winslow”, 
P. 31 
 
I.  Honoring God is the family making their boast in the Lord.   
  
Turn with me over to Psalm 34, verses 1-5 – “I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall 
continually be in my mouth.”  “My soul shall make its boast in the Lord; the humble shall hear of 
it and be glad.”  “Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together.”  “I sought 
the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.”  “They looked to Him and were 
radiant, and their faces were not ashamed.”  
 
 Notice here, that private worship consists of “blessing the Lord at all times; His praise being 
“continually in your mouth”.  But it only begins there.  This praise given to the Lord should be 
given by the whole family as well.  Family worship is the time for the father in the family to lead 
the family in making his boast in the Lord.  “The humble among the family will hear this and 
rejoice.”  This holy “boasting” can be done by a personal word of testimony, or by leading in  
Psalm or hymn that is sung which speaks of what mighty and wondrous things that God has 
done.  A father should try in his own words to relate to the rest of the family times when He 
prayed and the Lord answered him, and helped him, and delivered him from all his fears. He 
should be able to relate his own testimony to them of how the Lord saved him from his sins. The 
object in this is that the Lord’s name would be magnified by him, and as he relates the wonderful 
works of God, both in the Bible and in his personal life, then his wife and children would also 
magnify the Lord with him; they will exalt His name, lifting up praise to Him for all the 
wondrous things that he does for all of them.  The father can make his boast in the Lord by 
sharing the words of the Bible concerning what God has done for the patriarch fathers, for the 
children of Israel, for David and all the prophets, for the New Testament Church when he reads 
from each of those portions.  When these are read, application can be made by the father to their 
own family and how the Lord can save them and help them, each and every one.  The father can 
relate how each one can to know and experience the grace of God in conversion, and in the many 
times which the Lord gave him wisdom and help in the various situations of life.  Just reading 
short portions of the Bible will tend towards this.   
       Even if a father does not have a speaking or teaching gift, he should be able to read from the 
Bible of the mighty and wonderful works of God, and call the rest of the family to rejoice with 
him that the same God who did these saving and keeping wonders so long ago, is the same God 
for us today.   As a father is often relating to his wife and children the reality that God is his 
strength, and song, and help in the various situations of life, the children will hear this and the 
parents can pray that the children will then come by faith to Christ, and to know that this God is 
their God.  As they put their trust in their father’s God, they will over time also learn to pray.  
They will learn to express the same confidence as their father, that God will bless them and help 
them to do everything that they do to His glory.  Exodus 15: 2 – “The Lord is my strength and 
song, and He has become my salvation; His is my God, and I will praise Him; my father’s God, 
and I will exalt Him.”  It is good to begin family worship with praise in relation to what God has 
done for others before you, and what He has done for you.  
 
Next Sunday we will look at two more ways that God will be honored in family worship:  
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II.  It is good to include a little teaching a time of  in family worship. 
 
III. It is good to include a time of prayer in family worship.   


