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    David's Great Fall: Sin is Born 

 

Call to Worship: Psalm 119:9-16         Hymn #492-  Take My Life and Let it Be 

1st Scripture:  Genesis 3:1-20              Hymn #195-  Alas and Did My Savior Bleed 

2nd Scripture:  2 Samuel 11:1-4   Hymn #192-  Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted 

       Doxology Insert-  Change My Heart O God 

 

 

Introduction:   

 Having stayed back at Jerusalem, when he was supposed to go out to war, David found 

himself in the powerful grip of temptation.  He was idle, and he was taken off guard, and the 

opportunity for a great fall, into grievous sin, with devastating consequences, had spawned.  

Following an afternoon nap, David took a stroll out on the roof of his palace, and while looking 

upon the city, his gaze stopped to behold the beautiful Bathsheba, bathing on her roof.  And 

David began to lust after her.  His lustful desires flared up, as he was enticed by the temptation 

that was set before him, and now, he was determined to act upon it.  Sin was conceived in his 

heart. 

 And yet, last time, we saw that God, still graciously threw David a lifeline.  He provided 

a "way of escape," as a means of shaking David out of his lustful stupor, before great damage 

would ensue.  When David had inquired about the woman, the rescuing voice of a servant spoke, 

"Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite."  "David, she is 

married!  She is 'one flesh' with another man, by covenant and by sexual union.  And 

furthermore, the man, with whom she is in union, is Uriah the Hittite, one of your mighty men, 

who presently fights in the battle against the Ammonites; that very battle, which you have failed 

to attend.  Turn back, and proceed no further!"  The warning was loud.  The warning was clear.  

The warning was undeniable.  The escape hatch was open, and David had been graciously given 

a way out. 

 This morning, we move on into verse four, where we will find David walking right past 

the escape hatch, and into certain devastation.  Sin will be born, and the beginning of a great 

avalanche will ensue.  And David's life will never be the same!  A few moments of temporal 

ecstasy and lustful release, will bring about a lifelong wave of devastation!  And again, the 

message is very clear to us: "Do not go in there!  See the big picture!" 

I.  Sin is Born  
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 "Then David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her, for 

she was cleansed from her impurity; and she returned to her house" (vs. 4). 

 Ignoring the warning then, David sends messengers to Bathsheba, and he "takes" her.  

That is to say, that, in spite of the very clear warning that he has received ("Is this not...the wife 

of...; the wife belonging to Uriah the Hittite"), he "takes" (he snatches away, as it were) that 

which does not belong to him.  The wording here is sharp, emphasizing the great sin on David's 

part, for having taken another man's wife.  "Then David sent messengers, and took her," not by 

force; not against her will (as if to imply "rape" of some sort), but rather as a violation of another 

man's property, as it were.  In fact, the same Hebrew word is used in chapter twelve and verse 

four, when Nathan, in his parable of conviction, speaks of the rich man [representing David], 

who "took the poor man's [representing Uriah] lamb."  Again, there is a "theft" emphasis, placed 

on David's actions here.   

 Nevertheless, Bathsheba, though perhaps less culpable in some respects, is not without 

her own guilt in the matter, as well.  For, we are told, "and she came to him."  That is to say, that 

she gave her consent to the matter.  But again, David being the king, and the great initiator of the 

crime, and the great architect of the cover-up, certainly bore a larger measure of accountability 

for the overall sins that would follow.  This we can presume, without denying the consent and 

guilt of Bathsheba.    

 "And he lay with her!"  Sin is born!  That which was conceived in David's heart; that 

which was already given life, in the soul of David, now manifested itself in the form of outward 

expression.  David had violated another man's wife!  He went into her!  He stood with Eve, and 

he ate of the forbidden fruit.  For a few moments of tasteful pleasure, he set the ball rolling for a 

world of hurt and devastation.       

 "For she was cleansed from her impurity..."  Having gone through the necessary 

cleansing process, required by the Mosaic Law, for a woman having completed her menstrual 

cycle, Bathsheba was clean to enjoy...her husband, and she was ripe to bear a child, which sets 

the stage for all that follows.  For, David, having conceived and brought forth sin, will now 

manifest the fruit of his sin, in the conception and bringing forth of a child, through the womb of 

Bathsheba.  But the irony here is profound, as well.  Bathsheba, in rightly observing the Mosaic 

Law, performs the necessary and proper ceremonial cleansing, which is required of a woman, 

following her monthly, menstrual cycle.  And for doing that, she avoids becoming unclean.  But 
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here, she lays with a man, who is not her husband; an act of defilement far more worse than 

failing to perform any outward, cleansing ritual of the body. 

 "...and she [Bathsheba] returned to her house."  As if, to assume that his retreat into sin 

could now merely be brushed off, and they could both move on with their lives.  As if, to assume 

that the hidden issues of life, are hidden to all eyes, including the eyes of God.  All, in but a 

flurry, the deed is done, and Bathsheba departs.  David has had his fill, and he is ready to get 

back to the regular business of life...at least, so he thinks.   

 

II.  So Little Pleasure, Such Large Consequences 

 What happened to David here?  How could such a great man of God, fall into such a 

grievous, deceptive temptation, with such short-lived pleasures, and lifelong consequences?  Oh 

friends, can we not see the great power of temptation, which convinces us to lay hold of a 

moments pleasure, for a world of hurt?  David was convinced that he must have Bathsheba!  He 

must!  There is something more to her; something beyond all that he had already, in the 

numerous wives, to which he had access.  She became the deceptive idol; the convincing lie, that 

would bring David some inconceivable joy, worth more than everything else in the world, 

including the precious, and unhindered fellowship that he had with the Lord.  Indeed, she became 

his christ; his messiah, his pearl of great price, and his soul's greatest pursuit.  But it was all a lie. 

 Adam and Eve had access to every tree in the Garden.  It was an orchard full of the 

tastiest, sweetest, loveliest, healthiest fruit, ever known to mankind.  But there was this one tree, 

which was off limits.  Consider the grace of God, that there were not two trees or three or even 

ten, which were off limits.  But just one...a test of faith and trust and confidence in the God, who 

had created them for His glory!  "Go anywhere in the Garden and enjoy, to your fullest pleasure.  

Only leave the one tree alone.  Do not eat of it, for, in the day that you do, you will surely die."  

And they ate of the forbidden tree!  What did that piece of fruit taste like?  Was it any different 

than all that they already had?  Imagine that!  A few bites of a piece of fruit; such short lived, 

temporal pleasure to the taste buds, all for what?  And what a large heap of consequences; 

consequences which, though several thousands of years later, still loom large today!  Murder and 

corruption and theft and crime and hatred and envy and pride and blasphemy and godlessness 

and rebellion and bloodshed and abortion and lust and covetousness and adultery and perversity 
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and sorrow and guilt and fear and pain and death and eternal hell!  All of this, passed on, from 

the tastebuds of our first parents, who failed to trust and honor their Creator!   

 And here we are with David, and we have the simple and yet grave sin; so temporary, so 

small, so short..."and he lay with her...and she returned to her house."  The lustful passion 

unfolds; it lays hold of its desire; it thrusts itself forward without any self-control and restraint; it 

releases all of its cravings in but an instant....and it is all over!  David had his fill...and he is done.  

A quick sip of Kool Aid, before casting himself, his kingdom and his family into the guillotine of 

lifelong consequences!  And brethren, have we not felt the power of such temptations, at times!  

When we are good and spiritual, we could dare almost boast, and cast a gaze of dismay and 

unbelief toward David, thinking, "How could one possibly do such a thing!"  And yet, the reality 

is; indeed, the frightening reality is, that such a fall is within the reach of us all!  We are caught 

off guard, and suddenly the compelling motivations against such an act, begin to fade into the 

background, one by one (or all at once)!  How could I sin against my God, and the Christ, who 

has so loved me and given Himself for me?  No way!  How could I mar my testimony in Christ?  

No way!  How could I sin against the church?  No way!  How could I sin against my wife, my 

children, indeed, my own soul!  But all of that "strong" reasoning, goes right out the window, at 

that unprotected moment, because all that matters is, "I must have...I must have...I must have!"  

Oh, the lie that has sunk a thousand souls! 

 And friends; those of you who know not Christ in truth; those of you who are walking, 

regularly after the dictates of your own deceptive flesh; those of you who are held captive by the 

corrupt and blinding devices of the devil, will you not stop and see the eternal world of sorrow 

and hurt and everlasting torment, that you are sowing in this shallow, earthen, godless, temporary 

field of "life, as it is defined by the world."  Stop and ask yourself, "What does it all mean?"  

Take a trip to the local funeral home; walk down the path of the dead, at the nearest graveyard, 

and see the end of all mankind!  Ask yourself, "What have all of these, now lifeless bodies, with 

souls gone on, into eternity, done in the short time, which they have walked this soil?"  You are 

yet, still among the living, but not for too much longer!  Perhaps, your plot comes sooner than 

you think!  Death knows no boundary or age limit!  Are you ready for that day!  Why sow a heap 

of sorrow now, in a faint, temporal, unfulfilling, life...for but a few moments of ungodly 

pleasure, only to anticipate eternal, miserable consequences, later on!   
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 The arrow of your heart, constantly points from one idol to the next, and to the next, and 

to the next, as you shoot for that one additional thing, that just might fulfill you; that one savior, 

in a world that just does not satisfy!  And the corrupted and yet, living, part of you, that knows 

its Maker; that part of you, deep within; the inner label, fashioned by God, which says, "Made by 

and for God," cries aloud, "The One Bread that satisfies; the One well, which quenches; the One 

Key, which truly frees; the One Comfort that brings true and lasting peace; the One thing 

needed; the Pearl of Great Price, which leads the finder, to go and sell all that he has to obtain 

it...is The Lord Jesus Christ!  He is your soul's greatest need!  He is the satisfaction, which 

guarantees...eternally!  Oh friends, come to this Christ, by faith, tonight!  Leave everything else 

behind and seek Him with every fiber of your being!  Repent of your sins; turn away from them; 

bring your life into the Kingdom of His dominion and rule, by faith!  See through the lies of the 

enemy and the lies of your own, deceptive, wicked heart, and lay hold of Christ, now, before it is 

too late!   

 And brethren, let us be very conscious of the battle that lies in front of us.  Let us 

constantly avail ourselves to every means of fresh grace, so that we can withstand in the day of 

temptation; so that we can constantly live in the big picture of God's glory, without surrendering 

to the very short lived, lying, "I must have," urgent desires of the flesh. 

 You know, I am one of those people who has very vivid and often fast paced dreams, full 

of contention and all manner of conflict.  And somehow, when things go wrong, or when I have 

made a poor or sinful decision in my dreams, I close my eyes really tight for a moment, and then 

I open them, with the hope that whatever has just happened will be erased, so I can move 

forward, without having to deal with the consequences of my actions.  And I find myself very 

relieved, when it works!  It's like, I am given another chance, to correct whatever I have done 

wrong.  I rue the day, that such events become a reality, so that, when I blink hard, I realize that I 

cannot change, whatever it is that I have just done.  Not because I doubt that God's grace could 

ever meet me there, at such a time.  But because I know that the potential consequences will 

often far exceed any moment of relief or joy that I have gotten, by means of even one sinful act 

or response. 

 "Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 

For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will 

of the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season 
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we shall reap if we do not lose heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, 

especially to those who are of the household of faith" (Galatians 6:7-10). 

 

Amen!!! 

 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25 

 

 

 

       


