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I want to speak to you this morning on how God gets men lost, how God gets men lost.   

 

When I was on the radio in Greenville, South Carolina I preached about six weeks on 

how God saves sinners and how God gets men lost. One of the pastors there in the city 

told his congregation publicly, he said, “Don’t listen to that man. If you do you will get 

lost as certain this world.”   

 

I said, “Because of that I will preach six more weeks on how God saves sinners.”  

 

In Luke chapter 19 and in verse 10 Jesus said, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to 

save that which was lost.”
1
  In that verse of Scripture you are shut up to one of two 

things.  It is clear that Christ came to seek and to save that which is lost.  If everybody is 

lost then everybody will be saved because that is what he came for.  And you cannot have 

Christ coming to do something and fail to do it.   

 

Then you have everybody lost or you have nobody lost or you have some lost.  And God 

will save all men or none or some.  You are shut up to that.   

 

Jesus said, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
2
   

 

Has he been able to do that for the past 2000 years?  If not then you have a Christ that is a 

total failure.  He has never saved all men in all age.  But he has always saved everybody 

that got lost.   

 

I am asking two questions to help us to get started.  Question number one: When is a man 

lost?  When you can’t find your way home you are lost.  And if salvation is by anything 

you could do or don’t do then you are not lost.   

 

Oh, my Christian friends and my fellow believers, salvation is not by anything you do or 

don’t do.  “Salvation is of the Lord.”
3
  And he came “to seek and to save that which was 

lost.”
4
 

 

                                                 
1
 Luke 19:10 

2
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3
 Jonah 1:9 

4
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Question number two:  How does God get men lost?   

 

You say,  “Well, everybody is lost.”  

 

Then everybody will be saved because he came to seek and that certainly means he finds 

it and when he finds it he is going to save it and you are shut up theologically, absolutely 

to the statements that we are going to be making this morning. It is God’s responsibility 

to get you lost.   

 

How does God get men lost?  In Luke 19:10 tells you five things about Jesus that I want 

you to look at.  “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
5
 

 

Now in order to follow me this morning you are going to have to listen with all of your 

mind, body, soul and spirit.  And I don’t want you to try to understand what I am saying. 

And I don’t want you to try to get it. I wan you to sit still and let it get you.  You don’t 

get truth. Truth gets you.   

 

“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
6
 

 

Notice in that verse it tells you how Jesus came.  He came as the Son of man.  Second, it 

tells you why Jesus came. He came to seek and to save that which was lost.  Now can he 

find it?  He is the omniscient God and certainly can find it. If he finds it, then can he save 

it?  If he can’t save it, then he is defeated in his purpose, defeated in his program, de-

feated in his power, in his person and that can’t be.  That verse tells you when Jesus 

came.  When does he come?  When you get lost.  You talk about the Second Coming of 

Christ, he has been coming for 2000 years in this sense. Every time a man gets lost Jesus 

comes on the scene.  That verse tells you the fourth thing is how God saves sinners.  That 

verse tells you how God gets men lost.   

 

Now in chapter 15 in the book of Luke our Lord had already dealt with that.  In Luke 

chapter 15 you have a lost sheep.  That sheep was found and restored.  You have a lost 

coin. That coin was lost and restored.  You have a lost son. That son was lost and re-

stored.  You have the elder brother. He represents the scribes and the Pharisees, the Bible 

students, Bible scholars and fundamentalists of that day that died and went to hell and 

never did get lost.  

 

You listen.   

 

Now, my fellow believers, my Christian friends, pilgrims, strangers and sojourners, I 

have asked a question. Am I going to answer that question?  How does God get men lost?  

It is God’s responsibility to get you lost and it is God’s responsibility to save you.   

 

There are seven ways that God gets men lost.  I am taking up these seven and moving 

slowly, but truly and surely in the matter of how God gets men lost.  Are you listening?   

                                                 
5
 Ibid. 

6
 Ibid. 
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The seed of the serpent never gets lost.  John the Baptist couldn’t get them lost, Jesus 

couldn’t get them lost, the 12 apostles couldn’t get them lost.  Nobody could get them 

lost.  Why?  They were the children of the devil and at home. You couldn’t get a man lost 

if he is at home, could you?   

 

Are you going to stay with me?  Going to plow deep this morning. We must.   

 

How does God get men lost?  Seven ways that God gets men lost.  And only the Lord’s 

people get lost.  They are called the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
7
  All through the 

Old Testament he says, “My people are lost sheep. They are sheep, but they are lost.”   

When Christ came in Matthew 10 he told the disciples, he said, “Go only to the lost sheep 

of the house of Israel.”
8
 

 

Now, our problem today is that we have got everybody lost and everybody is a candidate 

for salvation and we fill the church full of people who are a bit more lost and a bit more 

saved than a jackrabbit.  Now, can I prove that?  I think so.  

 

How does God get men lost? 

 

First, he gets us lost by the demands of the law.  A fellow said to me the other day, “Well, 

you can’t be saved by the law.”   

 

I said, “You are so ignorant it is pitiful, brother. That is the only way you can get saved. 

That is the way the Lord got saved.”  He kept the law from the cradle to the grave. And 

the only way you will get saved is by the law and you get in Jesus.   

 

And he began to look and to see what I was saying.   

 

Are you listening?  He gets us lost by the demands of the law.  Yes, what the law de-

mands and it must be met or you will be sent to hell forever and if you ever see this you 

are going to get so lost until you can’t do a thing in the world but to surrender yourself 

wholly to God. 

 

First, the law demands perfection and you have got to be perfect or be sent to hell.  

 

How are you going to do that?  Got to get in Christ the perfect one. 

 

Second, the law demands penalty. “And the wages of sin is death.”
9
  And Christ paid that 

penalty for you. Therefore when you get lost and surrender to the God who redeemed 

you, then the penalty has been paid.   

 

                                                 
7
 See Matthew 10:6, Matthew 15:24 

8
 See Matthew 10:6 

9
 Romans 3:23 
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In the next place the law cannot forgive. When you come to where you can’t be forgiven 

and you have got no hope, then that will give back the hope and you are fixing to get 

saved. The law cannot forgive.   

 

In the next place the law requires the past.  Every sin that you have ever committed God 

requires that sin.  Ecclesiastes chapter three verse 15 says, “God requireth that which is 

past.”
10

  Every sin that you have ever committed God requires that.  When you see that 

God lets you see that, then you are going to see how helpless and hopeless you are of 

every being saved by anything you do or don’t do. Then you are going to be put in Christ 

the perfect one who satisfied this holy law. 

 

In the next place he law cannot make men holy.  Hebrews 12:14 says, “Follow peace with 

all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.”
11

  You have got to be 

made holy or be sent to hell. That is the demands of the law. 

 

In the next place the law cannot make dead men alive.  No way for the law to make dead 

men live.  Then you are dead and a dead man has no hope of anything. He is shut up to 

total inability.  He can’t do anything but stink, but he can do that. 

 

In the next place the law cannot try the guilty.  Men are guilty and the law cannot try the 

guilty.   

 

In the next place the law makes no provision for old age and infirmities. And the older 

you get the meaner you get in the place because the wicker is that place.  Stay with me 

now.  My God, the older you get, the meaner you get in the flesh.   

 

“I thought it got better.” 

 

No, this flesh gets worse every day.   Every day the flesh gets worse and worse and the 

law makes no provision for old age and infirmities. Therefore you got to hope that, well, I 

am getting better and better.  In the flesh you are getting worse and worse. And that will 

[?].  

 

In the next place the law can never cure sin and I am infatuated and infected with sin.  I 

lift up my head to the bottom of my feet.  

 

Then how in the world, if the law makes these demands and I have got to be saved law, 

then I have got to get in Christ who kept that law, therefore, my salvation has to be by 

grace. It has to be legally at the same time.   

 

In the next place the law can never heal a sin sick soul.   

 

                                                 
10

 Ecclesiastes 3:15 
11
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Ladies and gentlemen, when we come back to go to preaching the demands of the law 

and let you see that God shuts you up to the demands of the law, when we see that we are 

going to get lost and we are going to get them lost.   

 

Ezekiel 18:4 said, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.”
12

  One sin is enough to cut you 

loose from God forever.   

 

Romans 6:23 said, “The wages of sin is death.”
13

  And there is no way out. That penalty 

has got to be paid.  You can pay it by going to hell, but, ladies and gentlemen, come to 

Christ, that penalty has already been paid.  

 

Romans chapter seven verse nine said, “When the commandment came, sin revived, and I 

died.”
14

  Paul was alive before the law came and as the law came sin revived and he died.  

Knocked out and he got lost and he got plumb lost. 

 

Romans chapter seven and verse 14 said, “The law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold un-

der sin.”
15

 

 

When we come back like the old Puritans and like our Lord did, like John the Baptist did, 

like all the prophets of God did, they preached the gospel in proper order. They enforced 

the law when the law had done a work in getting men slain and getting men killed, then 

they got lost. They got plumb lost. They saw there wasn’t a thing they could do, but lift 

of their hands. “Oh, my God.  If God don’t save me, I am lost forever.” And he gets 

plumb lost and then the Redeemer comes on the scene and he gets found.  

 

There is the second way that God gets men lost and that is by the demands of the gospel. 

The gospel demands five things.  And they must be met. There is no other alternative in 

the Bible.  The law demands five things. First, it demands to turn or burn.  It is either turn 

or burn. That is the demand of the gospel. 

 

The second demand of the gospel is repent or perish. There is no third thing.  Yeah, there 

are two alternatives: turn or burn, repent or perish.  And if it is repent or perish then man 

gets plumb lost when he sees that.   

 

Not only that, but the third demand of the gospel is to bow to Jesus or kill him. You have 

got to bow to him as Lord or you have got to kill him. You are forced to do one of the 

two.  

 

My Lord in the days of his flesh in the four gospels came under enforcing the law.  You 

really don’t have [?] till you come to Pentecost. There is the Son of God enforcing the 

law, moving with this law that gets men lost.  

 

                                                 
12

 Ezekiel 18:4 
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 Romans 6:23 
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And are you listening?  Very few people got lost.  But everyone of them that got lost got 

saved.  Jesus said,  “You have got to bow to me or kill me.”  And they said, “We would 

rather kill you and die and go to hell than to bow to you.”  And they did. 

 

In the fourth place, Jesus said, “You have got to make me God or the devil.”  

 

They had to make him God or the devil so they made him the devil and blasphemed the 

Holy Ghost and that took them out of this world  with [?]. 

 

In the fifth place the demand of the gospel is to be saved or be destroyed.  Acts chapter 

three verse 22 and 23 it says, “For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet...”
16

  Are 

you listening?  A prophet...a prophet don’t get you lost.  But the prophets is on the scene 

to tell you about the one that can find you and save you.  Acts chapter three verse 22: 

“For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto 

you of your brethren, like unto me; him...”
17

  This prophet.  Now Christ is the prophet 

here and the man that God saves is that prophet.  It is either hear that prophet or be sent to 

hell forever.  Listen to the demands of the law.  “[And] him shall ye hear in all things 

whatsoever he shall say unto you.  And it shall come to pass, that every soul...”
18

 Are you 

listening?  “Every soul, every soul which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed 

from among the people.”
19

 

 

Are you listening?  Know when the Old Testament or in the New do you find where any-

body ever got saved without a prophet?  Are you listening?   

 

I have given that challenge out to the state of North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia 

to take a Bible and show me where anybody ever got saved without a prophet.  There is 

just no such thing. Their priests were prophets. And are you listening?  Every man that 

God crosses your path becomes a prophet and nobody ever gets saved without a prophet.  

When God crosses your path with that prophet, then you are to bow to God, not to the 

prophet, but you are to hear that prophet.  And if any man will not hear the prophet that 

God sends, then you ultimately will be destroyed from among the people. 

 

There is the third way that God gets men lost.  That is by Holy Ghost conviction. In John 

chapter 16 verse eight down to verse 11 deals with Holy Ghost conviction of sin.  And 

the Holy Ghost conviction of sin is spiritual surgery. That is God moving to get men lost.   

 

In this spiritual surgery God will open your eyes and you will see the glory of God and 

when you see the glory of God you will see the holiness of God and then you will see 

how wicked you are and you get plumb lost.    In spiritual surgery the Holy Ghost will 

open your eyes.   

 

                                                 
16

 Acts 3:22 
17

 Ibid. 
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 Acts 3:22-23 
19
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Secondly, he will unstop your ears. You will hear the voice of Jehovah as never before 

and that voice comes thundering into the soul from Mount Sinai, from the demands of the 

gospel and the demands of the law.  In spiritual surgery God will open your eyes.  He will 

open your ears.  Not only that, but he will open the room of your heart. He will open your 

eyes that you might see.  He will open your hears that you might hear.  He will open the 

room of the heart that you might perceive.  Until God does that no man is lost or ever will 

be lost until God does that. When God does that then he gets lost.  I mean he is so lost he 

sees the glory of God in comparison to what he is.  He hears the voice of God and what is 

that voice?  God spoke at Mt. Sinai by the law thundering and it was so terrible until 

Moses said he quaked exceedingly.  And Israel said, “Oh, Lord God, we can’t stand up 

under this thing.”  The voice of Sinai, the voice of God’s holy law thundering into the 

ears of the people.  And you see the glory of God. You see yourself.   

 

When you hear the voice of God it is a voice of the sound of many waters. And then he 

opens the room of your heart that you may perceive. When you perceive and see the con-

dition that you are in, then you see that you are lost and you can’t find your way home. 

You see that there is nothing you can do or not do to better your case, absolutely found 

yourself condemned, lost without God and without hope. And if God don’t intervene you 

will see that you are a lost soul. 

 

When you get lost, I mean plumb lost where you can’t do a thing, not a thing in the 

world, then the Redeemer comes on the scene seeking to save that which is lost.   

 

There is the fourth way that God gets men lost and that is by your sin finding you out. 

When sin finds you out then you get lost. And sin is like an old hound dog, will run you 

down and tree you after a while.   

 

Numbers chapter 32 and verse 23, it says, “Be sure your sin will find you out.”
20

 

 

When sin finds you out that is God’s mercy.  That is God’s love.  That is God’s grace and 

it is God’s goodness and it is God’s detective.  God gets men lost by sin finding them out.   

 

Psalms chapter 51 and verse three David said, “My sin is ever before me.  My sin is ever 

before me.”
21

   

 

And Moses told the children of Israel, he said, ““Be sure your sin will find you out.”
22

 

 

Now, my Christian friends, when sin finds us out—and it will, as sure as this world will 

find you out—that will be God’s mercy, God’s way of getting you lost. 

 

There is the fifth way that God gets men lost and that is by the call of God.  When God 

calls you by name that call will come thundering into your soul and that call will produce 

a consternation in your soul.  That call will produce a holy fear in your soul. That call 

                                                 
20

 Numbers 32:23 
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 Psalm 51:3 
22

 Numbers 32:23 
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will come thundering into your soul and when it does you will get lost, plumb lost.  God 

called Adam.  Adam walked out and that scared him to death and he got lost.  God called 

Abraham. That scared Abraham to death and he got lost.  God called Moses and that 

scared him to death and he got lost.  God called Isaiah and that scared him to death and 

he got lost.  And the Lord called the disciples. One by one did he call on them.  And he 

called Zacchaeus.  He said, “Zacchaeus, make haste for today I must abide at thy 

house.”
23

  Zacchaeus got lost, plumb lost. He climbed a tree to see the Lord as he passed 

by and Jesus came and he looked up said, “Zacchaeus...” 

 

“Who told him my name?” 

 

Your name is written in the Lamb’s book of life from the foundation of the world. Aren’t 

you the son of Abraham?  But Abraham has been dead 1500 years. What did it mean? 

 

“Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down.”
24

 

 

That scared him to death. Somebody called his name. “Come down.” 

 

The Bible said he “came down and received him joyfully.”
25

 

 

Then they said that Zaccheus stood and said, “Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 

poor.”
26

  Something happened to this man. And he said, “I will restore four fold of every 

dollar that I have taken wrong by collecting taxes.”  Something happened to this man.  

What happened to him?  He gets lost and he gets saved and he gets found and then the 

Lord said, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
27

 

 

God called Saul of Tarsus by name.  “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?”
28

  When he 

called him by name, Saul got lost.  When God calls you by name, my fellow believers, 

we will get lost, I mean, plumb lost when God calls you by name. Then you will see that 

he is after you, he is calling you. 

 

There is the sixth way that God gets men lost and that is by what God demands. We see 

the demands of the law.  We see the demands of the gospel. We see how sin operates.  

And we see these various ways that used. 

 

Now we have come in to what God demands. God demands five things of you and you 

can’t do a one of them.  Are you listening?  God is moving to shut this generation up.   

You get lost by what God demands of you.   
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 Luke 19:5 
24
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 Luke 19:6 
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 Luke 19:8 
27
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28
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First he demands perfection. It is either be perfect or be sent to hell forever.  What will 

that do for you?  He demands perfection.  And you cannot be perfect, then you are shut 

up to one of two things: to be perfect in Christ the perfect one, or be sent to hell forever.  

God demands perfection.   

 

There is the second thing that God demands. God demands faith and I ain’t got none. 

What am I going to do?   

 

Are you listening? 

 

God demands faith and the sinner has got no faith.  Well, that would be unfair of God.  

Maybe so, but that is what he demands. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, you and I are not to argue with God.  God demands faith and the 

sinner has got no faith [?].   

 

I shall never forget 50 years ago I went to church as I have often told you to help my 

business and God saved me and helped me plumb out of business, put me in this greatest 

business in the world.  When that man began to preach he began to deal with the law.  

The old time Baptist preachers used to preach the gospel in proper order. The proper or-

der meant that they must enforce the law and then they must preach the gospel, but they 

never preach the gospel until they enforce the law.   

 

God demands perfection and they can’t meet it.  God demands faith and the sinner has 

got no faith.  Then what? 

 

And the third thing is that God can give faith or withhold it. Are you listening?   

 

“Well, now God can’t do that to me.” 

 

Now who are you are to talk to God like that?  God can give you faith or withhold it. He 

is sovereign.   

 

In the fourth place God can save you or damn you because we are guilty.   

 

But in the fifth place—are you listening?  God had rather save you than to damn you.  

We are fixing to deal with mercy now, fixing to deal with grace. But you must remember 

that God is sovereign in everything that he does.   

 

Ezekiel chapter 18 verse 29 to 32.  Listen at Ezekiel the great prophet of God.  “Yet saith 

the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal.”
29

  He is finding fault with God.  

He said, “God, you are not fair with us.”   He said, “Yet saith the Lord of the house of 

Israel. The way of the is not equal,  

 

                                                 
29

 Ezekiel 18:29 
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O house of Israel, are not my ways equal? Are not your ways unequal? 

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his 

ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your 

transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. Cast away from you all 

your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new 

heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel?  For I have 

no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore 

turn yourselves, and live ye.
30

 

 

There is the seventh and final way that God gets men lost and I have saved all the time 

possibly that we could to this seventh way.  

 

You won’t mind if I repeat because this is important. “For the Son of man is come to seek 

and to save that which was lost.”
31

  Now God’s people got lost in Adam. We are found in 

Christ.  But the great problem here is to get men lost.  

 

How does God get men lost? We are lost by the demands of the law.  He gets us lost by 

the demands of the gospel and he gets us lost by Holy Ghost conviction of sin.   

 

He gets us lost by sin finding us out.  And he gets us lost by the call of God.  And he gets 

us lost by the demands of God.   

 

Now in the seventh place how does God get men lost? He gets us lost by what God can 

give or withhold.   

 

Here are seven things that God can give or withhold.  And everybody that gets lost God is 

going to give it to them. And, you see, everybody can be saved that wants to be. Are you 

listening?   

 

Never been a sinner that wanted to be saved and can’t be. The fact that you want to be 

saved is positive proof that God has already dealt with you and gone a long ways with 

you.   

 

What God can give or withhold. First, God can give life or withhold it.  The sinner is 

dead. That is clear. Then God can give life or withhold it.  Nobody can gainsay that.  

 

In the second place God can give faith or withhold it.  And if he never gives you faith you 

will never be able to believe anything. 

 

In the next place God can give a new birth or withhold it. It is God that gives this birth.  

 

In the next place God can grant repentance or withhold it.   

 

                                                 
30

 Ezekiel 18:29-32 
31
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In the next place God can give mercy or withhold it.  There is no way that no man can 

make God do anything. We are shut up to God’s sovereign grace. We are shut up to 

God’s sovereign mercy. 

 

In the next place God can set you free or leave you in your sin.   

 

In the final place God can save you or damn you.   

 

Nowhere in the Bible does God ever make a proposition to anybody, saint or sinner. He 

never makes a proposition to anybody. That is heresy.  To the sinner he commands him to 

repent. To the saint he makes him a promise and that promise is activated by God him-

self.  God can save you or damn you.   

 

Romans chapter nine, verse 15 and 16. “For [God] saith to Moses, I will have mercy on 

whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.
32

  

Now if that is saying anything in the world some people he did not have compassion on 

and some people he didn’t show mercy to.  Now who is that people?  That people that 

never got lost. 

 

Verse 16, “So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 

sheweth mercy.”
33

 

 

Romans chapter 9 verse 17 to 18:  “For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh.”
34

  God had 

something to say to Pharaoh.  And what did he say to Pharaoh? “Even for this same pur-

pose have I raised thee up.”
35

  Are you listening?   

 

For this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power 

in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth.   

Therefore [saith he, Therefore] hath he mercy on whom he will have 

mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.
36

 

 

My Christian friends, you and I are facing an age when everybody is saved.  And we 

can’t get anybody lost and we never will be able to get them lost until we come back to 

the demands of the law, the demands of the gospel and the Holy Ghost conviction of sin. 

And, for reasons known only to God, the Holy Ghost is not operating now. I do not know 

of any church that God is using.  I challenge anybody to pick up that statement. I know 

churches where they have got activity, where they are using a soup supper, plus some 

bubble gum. But, my Christian friends, listen.  I do not know of any church that God is 

using.  I do not know of any denomination that God is using.  I know but very few men 

that God is using at this hour.  Are you listening?  I don’t know that God is using this lit-

tle [?].   I don’t know that he is.  I know that you are being developed as individuals. But, 
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my Christian friends, until God the Holy Ghost can come and take over, I see no way of 

getting men lost.   

 

I remember 50 years ago when I began in the ministry. I would preach a week or 10 days 

and everybody in the community got lost.  You never saw such conviction of sin or re-

penting and turning to God. Everybody almost, whole communities would get lost and 

they would get saved and get found and God moved in a mighty way.   

 

Our great need at this hour is to get men lost and nobody but God can do that. So we 

preach and pray and look up and move on until God moves on the scene in Holy Ghost 

conviction of sin by the demands of the law and the demands of the gospel and the awful 

powerful repercussion of sin. 

 

Now, Father, take the message of the morning and use it for the glory of God and the 

universal good of all of God’s people for we pray in Christ’s lovely name.  Amen.  

 

God bless your hearts and good day. We will see you tonight the Lord willing.  


