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Cures of the Deaf and Dumb

Which is worse? Blindness; Deafness; Dumbness?

What is your opinion?

Most consider deafness is worse because it is much harder to communicate
with only visuals. My mother was deaf and without hearing aids she could
only respond to you when she was looking at you.
Do you have any experience with blindness; deafness; dumbness?

John Kitto: Deaf at age 12 from a fall off a ladder.

“To me the whole world is dumb, since I am deaf to it. No more, the music
of the human voice shall charm. All around, below and above me is solitary
silence; ever-during silence, stillness unbroken.”

A. Mark 7:31-37 [Deaf and Dumb]

31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32 And they brought to him a
man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they begged him to
lay his hand on him. 33 And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he
put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his tongue. 34 And
looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, "Ephphatha," that is, "Be
opened." 35 And his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he
spoke plainly. 36 And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he
charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37 And they were
astonished beyond measure, saying, "He has done all things well. He even
makes the deaf hear and the mute speak." ESV

Somewhere in the midst of the “district of the ten cities” the Decapolis.

Deafness here is associated with a speech impediment, lit. a “deaf
stammerer.” “speech impediment” indicates he probably was not born deaf,
but lost his hearing sometime after he began to speak.

Think of how hard it is to learn to speak when you cannot hear how words
are supposed to sound!
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Compare this physical deafness to the spiritually deaf. They hear with the
ear but do not hear with understanding.
Swift to hear the world; deaf to the voice of God.

His friends bring him to Jesus and “advised” Jesus how to cure him! {32}

Perhaps to show His sovereignty, Jesus takes the man aside {33} and deals
with him in a different manner. Why did Jesus do what He did?

Maybe to create faith, the man could feel the touch in his ears … Jesus puts
His saliva on the man’s tongue! Looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to
him, “Be Opened!” {34}

“Sighed’ is typical of Mark’s Gospel which records some of the emotions of
Jesus.

Immediately he heard and spoke plainly! {35}

The crowd was astonished beyond measure; but they still did not obey Him
{36-37}

B. Matthew 9:32-34 [Dumb]

32 As they were going away, behold, a demon-oppressed man who was mute
was brought to him. 33 And when the demon had been cast out, the mute
man spoke. And the crowds marveled, saying, "Never was anything like this
seen in Israel." 34 But the Pharisees said, "He casts out demons by the prince
of demons." ESV

This man is mute {dumb} due to demonic possession. When the demon was
cast out the man could speak.

Notice the effect on those who saw {33} and the Pharisees {34}
Cf. Matthew 12:22-23 and Luke 11:14-24
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Matthew 12:22-23
22 Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought

to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and saw. 23 And all the
people were amazed, and said, "Can this be the Son of David?"

Luke 11:14-23
14 Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon

had gone out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled. 15 But some
of them said, "He casts out demons by Beelzebub, the prince of demons,"
16 while others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven. 17

But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, "Every kingdom divided
against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 18 And if Satan
also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say
that I cast out demons by Beelzebub. 19 And if I cast out demons by
Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be
your judges. 20 But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then
the kingdom of God has come upon you. 21 When a strong man, fully
armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22 but when one
stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor
in which he trusted and divides his spoil. 23 Whoever is not with me is
against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.

This man is both blind and mute {does not say that he was deaf}.

Beelzebub is the Ekronite “god of the flies;” “the god of filth.”
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Jesus answers this charge of the Pharisees in Three Arguments:

1. {25-26} A divided kingdom cannot stand. Notice that He
recognized Satan’s kingdom. There may be different factions
within a kingdom but they unite when attacked from outside.
Casting out demons is an attack on Satan’s kingdom. It is not
likely that Satan himself would endorse a suicidal policy.

2. {27} If I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your “sons”
cast them out? Exorcism was a common practice among the Jews.
Cf Acts 19:13-14. Also may explain “sons”, e.g., “seven sons.” It
doesn’t really matter if the Jews could actually do exorcism; they
believed they could so Jesus’ argument stands. There are only two
kingdoms. If I am not of Satan, then must be of God {28}. Either
charge your own “sons” with working through Beelzebub or
recognize that I am from God!

3. {29} Or else, i.e., to make the case yet plainer, when you see a
man with the spoils of a strong man you may assume that the
strong man has been overcome. So when you see Me with Satan’s
captives you may assume that Satan is bound, and I have deposed
his agents.

Jesus conquered Satan in the wilderness of temptation and assumed the
right to attack his agents.

A man’s relationship to the kingdoms of light and darkness is determined
by his relationship to Christ.

We do not get to Christ through the kingdom, but we get to the kingdom
through Christ! And there is no middle ground!
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The Unpardonable Sin {Matthew 12:31-32}

31 Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven
people, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 And
whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this
age or in the age to come.

Keep the context in mind. Rejection of Jesus, “the son of Man” as He
was then before His resurrection from the dead, ascension into heaven,
and His sending the Holy Spirit. I.e., contemptuous treatment of Jesus the
Christ in ignorance is forgivable. Thank God! For we are every one
guilty of that great sin!

Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is a defiant and persistent rejection of
Christ after the Holy Spirit has approved Him to the intellect as truly
divine!

One is a sin of ignorance; the other a sin of presumptuous, persistent,
defiance, not only against knowledge, but also against the conviction
produced in the mind that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God!

Jesus cried out on the cross, “Father, forgive them, they know not what
they do.”
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Cf. Paul:

1 Tim 1:12-14
12 I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord,

because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13 though
formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I
received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the
grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus.

Heb 6:4-6
4 For it is impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once
been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in
the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the
powers of the age to come, 6 if they then fall away, since they are
crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him
up to contempt.

Heb 10:26
26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of

the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,

These texts seem to confirm that “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit,” is
the persistent refusal of the heart [mind] to submit to Jesus Christ, even
though the intellect is convinced that the claims of Jesus to such
submission are fully authenticated.
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