
2089 - PROTECTED & OFF to CAESAREA - Acts 23:12-35 
PRELIMS. The Jews have been ‘hounding’ Paul but the Romans 
have protected Paul. However, Paul was brought before the Jewish 
Sanhedrin, but they have no evidence or even a charge yet. So to 
protect Paul, the Romans by force managed to drag him to the 
Barracks (a safe haven for anyone). Then a wonderful thing 
happened. Paul must have been in fear wondering how long he could 
escape from the Jews – when the following night, Christ appeared to 
him in prison assuring him his time was not yet up! Take courage…
you must also testify in Rome [11]!! His own prayer answered!! 
Paul had once written to the Romans I long to see you…and he even 
made plans to go there, but was hindered. He really wanted to go for 
he asked the Romans to pray that he would be able to come with joy 
by the will of God [R1:11,13+15:30-32] Luke now tells us how it 
came about that Paul eventually got to Rome in the will of God. 
Here is an example of the truth: God’s ways are not our ways! 
The MORNING AFTER 
It must have been very comforting for Paul to receive such an 
assurance in such a way! He was indeed ‘Safe in the hands of Jesus’ - 
even in the midst of uncertainty/injustice/persecution! I believe 
that Satan (although not omniscience nor omnipresent, nor 
omnipotent) knew about this comforting experience of Paul – so he 
sets to work immediately – the very morning after! Satan loses no 
time in implanting ideas into the mind and heart of his agents! As 
soon as he learns of some good work for the kingdom of God or 
some spiritual initiative, he starts counter-acting!  
Now the Jews being full of hatred to Paul, were more than happy to 
comply with the suggestion to end Paul’s life as soon as possible. If 
they did hear of Christ’s supernatural visitation to Paul, they 
probably would have dismissed it as a myth and proceeded with 
their plan to kill him anyway! But God’s Word that Paul would 
preach in Rome shall stand – no matter what! No matter what 
powers and skills have arranged circumstances to be otherwise, 
nothing, absolutely nothing can thwart God’s ordained plan. The 
grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand 
forever [Isa 40:8] Repeated by Peter [1 Pet 1:25] Man may do his 



utmost to foil, prevent, ruin, God’s plan, but no matter how ‘easy’ it 
may appear to arrange our own agenda, it is impossible to alter God 
ordained plan! This explains the unusual events of life, why very 
strange unexpected things happen! These 40 men were totally 
unaware that their conspiracy plan was only contributing, not only to 
Paul's great desire to preach in Rome, but to provide protection for 
God’s servant to get there safe/sound! They guaranteed Paul’s safety! 
*Most of us, most of the time, do not know what the consequences 
of our actions lead to! Did the technician who filled the fuel tank of 
the Germanwings aircraft on Tuesday know that he was actually 
playing a part and ‘contributing’ to the tragedy in the French Alps? 
None of us know how many things we do in life are inextricably 
connected with other ‘events’ and how they will pan out in the end!  
Now, it is not simply those who deliberately and knowingly oppose 
God’s plan (and these 40+ men knew they were breaking God’s law 
by trying to kill Paul), who are taking on an impossible task, but 
those who are determined to fulfil their own plans, come what may! 
Ie, plans made without any reference/consideration to a Divine 
Ruler who rules and controls all affairs for His own glory – they too 
are taking on an impossible task! It is not just the wicked who hate 
God and suppress the thought of Him, but those people who never 
think of God’s involvement in life, and press on with their own 
agenda, they too, are engaged in a fruitless task - albeit unwittingly!  
APP That includes many Xns – for many Xns do not consider God’s 
involvement in their lives and press on with their own agenda! 
Maybe they ‘mention’ their intentions in their prayers (and then say 
they ‘prayed about it’) but they do not submit their plan to God for 
His approval! Many Xns even, who having just ‘mentioned’ 
something in prayer, they proceed to carry it out, without waiting to 
hear from God to confirm their plan and intention.Of course there is 
the matter of urgent decisions - so we ought to have a general 
regular petition in our daily prayers that we would always be in 
God’s will. The He would lead/guide/direct affairs for His glory! 
This passage is an example of those who had a plan, and used all 
their ingenuity to bring it to pass, but failed. The Jews made a plot 
and bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till they 



had killed Paul [12]!  There were more than forty of them who were 
so keen to end Paul’s life they took the vow! Now it was about ten 
years before Paul was ultimately ‘killed’ – he was beheaded in 
Rome, but not on this visit! One may ask the question: For how long 
did these 40+ men keep their vows?  
‘We have strictly bound ourselves…’ [13] Indeed, no one else bound 
them but themselves!! It was their idea entirely to vow not to eat or 
drink till they killed Paul! APP You, brother/sister in Christ may feel 
life is difficult, but unbelievers make life difficult for themselves! 
Ignorant of what God has ordained, they pursue their own mis-
guided ideas and end up in confusion/disillusionment! The ‘world’ 
have a hard time! Much of it because they have no hope about their 
latter end – so they have to make the most of this present life!  
Despite the ‘ups & downs’ and apparent paradoxical events of 
Providence, in the grand scheme of things, Solomon got it right I 
know that it will be well with those who fear God... But it will not be 
well with the wicked [Ecc 8:12,13]! In the long run at the end of day 
Now God ‘sets us in families’, and Paul was no exception. We never 
hear of his family (apart from here). It is said that his family 
disowned him once he became a Xn! Very possible! But he had a 
sister who had a son, who had at least some ‘feeling’ for his uncle! 
As soon as he heard of their ambush…went and entered the barracks 
and told Paul [16] How he got in to the barracks we are not told, but 
he got in with his message! A most important world- changing event 
produced by someone we do not even know the boy’s name! 
APP We see here, how unknown and unnamed youngsters can 
figure in God’s plan to change world history! If it was not for this 
young man’s intervention and bravery, the history of the world 
would be different! The evangelisation of the west? As Paul himself 
wrote, God chose the ‘weak’ things of the world to confound the 
wise! God may have some great plan for you, no matter who you are. 
Well, Paul believed the young lad. But more than that, the Tribune 
believed the boy! Amazing! Perhaps of course very much more 
searching and inquiry went into the boy’s statement than what is 
recorded here, but he was believed! As Wiersbe says the Tribune, 
Claudius Lysias, could have used this ‘inside knowledge’ to his own 



benefit! Why did he not ‘pretend’ this knowledge of the ambush was 
his own discovery, and perhaps get promotion over it? Lysias was 
not averse to ‘twisting’ the truth for his own benefit (see [v27] ) How 
did he believe the boy? Only one answer - God’s hand - and plan! 
So Paul is secretly transferred, in the middle of the night to Felix 
the Governor at the Roman headquarters in Caesarea. Felix was the 
current successor to Pontius Pilate! There are many complaints 
today about our prison service – how many officers per prisoner – 
more than one each! Keeping the WikiLeaks Publisher Julian 
Assange in the Ecuador Embassy in London 24/7 costs £12m per 
year! Here there were 470 men to take care of transporting Paul [23]! 
Quite a cost to protect one person – nothing changes!! Maybe they 
felt obliged considering Paul’s gracious attitude in contrast to the 
Jews angry and unruly behaviour! 
Lysias had written a letter to Felix explaining the situation about 
Paul, omitting that he himself bound Paul and was ready to flog 
him!! [22:23-25] Lysias was very clear that Paul may have been 
guilty about questions of their law… but with nothing deserving of 
death or imprisonment [29]! Felix read the letter and agreed to hear 
Paul’s case personally when your accusers arrive [35]. In the 
meantime, Paul was to be guarded in Herod’s praetorium [35] 
where he was safe and comfortable! 
We see how Paul was protected by God to fulfil His purpose! But so 
have you/I been protected by God! For what purpose? What do you 
think is God’s main purpose for your life, for the Story of your life? 
We will have to give an account of how we understood God’s 
leading and involvement in our lives! 
We know from the rest of Scripture that God had reasons for Paul’s 
imprisonment - He wanted the individuals at the high-levels of 
society, to hear the gospel and make use of its teaching! Certainly, in 
Philippians we read Paul says in my imprisonment and in the defence 
and confirmation of the gospel…what has happened to me has really 
served to advance the gospel so that it has become known 
throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my 
imprisonment is for Christ [Phil 1:7,12,13] 


