
 

Do Babies and Young Children Go to Heaven  
Hard Question & Hot Topics  

Part 1:  Salvation, Sin & The Gospel 

 

Good morning, everyone.  And welcome to our first part of our series “Hot Topics and 

Hard Questions.”   

 

Our launch question for the day is this: Do babies and small children go to heaven if 

they die before conversion? 

 

This question arises out of several doctrines, which the questioner either accepts or 

knows are taught by the Bible. 

1. The Doctrine of Original Sin and Universal Moral Depravity, which is taught 

most clearly in Romans 3 and 5.  Babies come into the world with the sin 

nature of our ancestral father Adam. 

2. The Doctrine of Heaven and Hell as real eternal destinies beyond the grave. 

3. The Doctrine that Salvation and Eternal Life received upon repentant faith 

(repentance of sin and faith in Jesus Christ.) 

4. The Doctrine of Justification by Faith in Jesus Christ as the only way to be 

forgiven, justified from sin and given eternal life with God in heaven.   

John 14:6 (1 John 5:12 – he who has the son has the life…) 

 

Put all that together and it leads to the question, “If repentance of sin and faith in Jesus 

Christ is the only way to be justified before God, how can this be an avenue to salvation 

for those who are precluded by their cognitive ability?”  

 

More simply, “How is repentant faith a way of salvation for those who cannot 

comprehend their sin, God’s love and the person of Jesus Christ?”  

 

Many churches seek to address this problem through infant baptism.  Specifically, the 

Doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration through infant baptism.  As a pastor of a Baptist 

church, which only practices believer’s baptism, I’ve been asked this question scores of 

times.   

 

Most of the members of this church grew up in traditions which practiced and taught 

that infant baptism somehow provided atonement and forgiveness of sin from the 

point of that water baptism until the point of cognitive ability to process doctrine and 

be confirmed.  But there are some problems with this kind of infant baptism.   



 

Problem #1: Infant baptism undermines scripturally prescribed baptism.   

 

Those who are baptized as infants generally ignore the baptism which 

Scripture does command and gives clear instruction for - a baptism 

accompanying repentant faith. 

 

In the bible we see direct commands to baptize those who have demonstrated 

repentance and faith.  There is zero instruction in the bible on infant baptism.  

Part of the challenge of being baptized was the willingness to identify yourself 

in your community as a follower of Jesus Christ. 

 

Churches that practice infant baptism preclude people who come to faith from 

this sacred act of obedience and trust and risk. 

 

It’s like people saying to God about baptism, “No, we’re not going to do it as 

the bible clearly teaches.   We’re going to do it in a way that we can feel better 

about how safe our children are.  We have greater confidence in this case in 

our own theologizing than in the justice and mercy of God.”  Therefore it lacks 

faith, rather than expresses faith in God.  

 

Infant baptism seeks to answer a question that is not explicitly answered in the 

text by instituting a work in order to address the spiritual need of babies, 

children and the developmentally disabled. 

 

Problem #2: Infant baptism inadequately addresses the dilemma of 

Original Sin. 

 

If infant baptism is how the cognitively immature or disabled are covered by 

God’s grace, it leaves out the miscarried, stillborn and those who succumb to 

death too quickly for a baptism.  So you still have the very same question that 

we start with.   

 

  



Problem #3: Infant baptism misleads people about their true spiritual 

condition.   

 

Most groups who practice infant baptism generally believe that it’s not God’s 

justice and mercy which covers the child, but the baptism itself.  Very, very 

frequently family members who embrace this theology are insistent that their 

nephews, nieces, grandchildren get baptized quickly after birth.  Why? 

 

Why the pressure?  Why the fear? Why the insistence?  They are concerned 

about the spiritual condition of the child if something were to happen.  They 

love their family.  They understand the Doctrine of Original Sin.  And they 

believe that baptism will justify them before God until they become of age 

where they then need to confirm their beliefs in some way. 

 

I believe the Doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration, especially practiced on 

infants, has the exact opposite effect than what is desired.  Instead of 

protecting children, the teaching misguides them very often to believe they 

are Christians whether or not they come to a place of confirming repentant 

faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ on the cross.   

 

Infant baptism has led a great many souls into the grave unrepentant and still 

in their sins - all the while believing that a priest, pastor, faith of some parents 

and godparents were able to affect for them a salvation that did not include 

any faith in Jesus or repentance for sin.  

 

Jesus himself said, “I tell you the truth that unless you repent you will all 

likewise perish.”  Elsewhere he said, “Unless you be born again you cannot 

enter the kingdom of heaven.”  Baptismal generation leads people who have 

not repented, not been born again, never been obedient to believe they are a 

Christian. 

 

(As an aside: to those of you who were baptized as infants and indeed have 

subsequently been born again and expressed repentant faith in Jesus Christ, I 

say, “Praise God.”  The Holy Spirit has done a great work.  You are the Lord’s.  I 



just want to encourage you to celebrate that through believer’s baptism.  And 

we would like nothing more that to celebrate that with you.) 

So when it comes to those who lack the cognitive maturity for repent faith: if not infant 

baptism, then what?  

 

The topic for today is really a topic of the justice of the gospel message and the love of 

God.  There is something inside of us which recoils at injustice when we perceive it.  

And injustice is perceived in these scenarios if salvation can only be received in a 

response to volitional faith.  It seems as though God has left out a very vulnerable 

segment of human population.    

 

Turn in your bibles to Romans Chapter 1.  We are going to focus on three verses; but I 

want to focus on them within the context of the chapter.  Paul is opening a book about 

gospel doctrine; particularly Justification by Faith. 

 

Romans 1:15-21 

15 … I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome.  

16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of 

everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  

17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by 

faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith."  

18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 

wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness,  

19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it 

plain to them.  

20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and 

divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so 

that men are without excuse.  

21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to 

him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  

 

There are 3 primary points of this passage which I would like to underscore: 

1. God is wrathful toward sinful man. (Anthropos = mankind) 

2. God has revealed enough about Himself to sinful man to hold him accountable 

for his sin. 

3. Accountability for sinfulness arises out of comprehension of what God makes 

clear (so that they are w/o excuse). 



Gleanings: 

Gleaning #1: All who are capable of understanding God’s revelation of 

Himself are accountable (without excuse). 

The condition “without excuse” has a starting point.  Understanding so that 

they are without excuse.  It’s not a particular age - like 6, 8 years and 7 months 

and four days.  This is a point in time that only God can judge.  There comes a 

time when a person can recognize that there is such a thing as good and evil, 

right and wrong.  They may not have the words like sin, holy, and such.  But what 

man recognizes at this point is God and rebellion against God.  And we all 

inevitably knowingly choose what is contrary to God’s divine nature after we have 

recognized it.  Boom!  “without excuse”.  Accountable. 

This is where the “age of accountability” references come from.  It’s more of a 

point of accountability, rather than an age. 

Gleaning #2: (We MAY Infer from this) Prior to “being understood”, sinful 

people are not “without excuse.” 

 

I say MAY because this point is inferred, not explicit.   

 

So the extrapolation goes like this: If people become without excuse at the point 

God makes it clear, then prior to that point they are with excuse.  A two month 

old baby is with excuse in that they cannot yet readily appraise what God is 

making clear.     

 

Conclusion: Therefore babies/children/and adults who are unable to 

comprehend God’s revelation are not subject to God’s wrath.   

 

But this causes another problem.  How does God address bringing unrepentant 

sinners into His presence?  Because mankind is sinful whether or not they 

understand God’s holiness and their sinfulness.  How may we answer this dilemma?  

Faith!  Faith in the justice and mercy of God.  God is both just and merciful.  God’s 

justice requires that sins must be paid for and His Justice requires that without 

understanding there cannot be culpability.  



So in the case of them that are unable to comprehend the gospel, God’s own justice 

and mercy allows that He apply all the benefits of Jesus’ death on the cross to them 

as an act of His own sovereign will.  I believe that by the nature of God’s justice and 

mercy He can apply the atonement from Christ’s sacrifice on the cross with all of its 

salvation benefits. 

Points of Caution:  

Caution #1: This response is not explicit; it is inferred from this text.  And from 

what we understand through both scripture and natural revelation about the nature 

of God.  What I have provided you is a well-reasoned answer, not an explicit answer.  

But to my knowledge, this text is the best we have to address these questions.   

 

Caution #2: Be very careful of assuming people are not able to comprehend 

when they are.  You and I do not determine when or if someone is able to 

comprehend God’s existence, love, holiness etc. We have no way of knowing how 

much cognition a person with mental challenges actually has.  Our obligation is to 

share the truths of the gospel with people and do whatever we can to help them 

and pray them toward understanding and a faith response. 

 

I grew up in a church where my Sunday school teacher had a younger brother with 

Down’s Syndrome.  He worshipped.  He prayed to God.  He desired to be baptized 

at one point.  He went to Sunday school.  He was taught about God, about sin and 

about Jesus.  And he responded in faith.  If some 5 year olds can understand enough 

to be sorry for their sin and believe in Jesus and want to follow him, so can many of 

the developmentally disabled. 

 

Caution #3: This is not a justification for leaving people ignorant of God’s divine 

revelation through scripture and the person of Christ.  Notice Paul’s passion 

concerning his obligation to proclaim the gospel because of its power to quickly 

generate saving faith and begin the discipleship process.   

 

I fear that far more people will be held accountable or without excuse than we 

may think.   

 



Our trust and faith is in the unchanging nature and character of God.  God is just. He 

will do what is right the bible says.  But we must take seriously His calling on us to 

share, teach and expose our community and the world to the Good News of Jesus 

Christ. 

Conclusion: 

Our God is Just.  He has judged all sin at the cross.  And will hold all who have the 

capacity to understand this accountable.  We are without excuse.  If we repent and put 

our faith in Jesus Christ, what Christ did on the cross covers our sin and we receive 

grace and righteousness instead of wrath.   

But if we don’t repent and believe, we will bear the penalty of our sin which is eternal 

separation from God. 

 

 


