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Romans 1:24-32 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 8 

 
Introduction: 
 
     This next section of Scripture are some of the most fearful verses in all of the New 
Testament, in fact in the entire Bible. This portion of Scripture deals of the total giving over 
of a person or a nation by the judicial decision of God where they have reached the point of 
no return and no repentance. This is the point where a person cannot stop from going to 
hell, regardless because they have suppressed the truth so much and so long that God has 
literally given them what they really wanted, a reprobate mind with absolutely no restraint 
and no acknowledgement of God.  
 
Romans 1:24-32 

24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to 
dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than 
the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 

26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the 
natural use into that which is against nature: 

27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one 
toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves 
that recompence of their error which was meet. 

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 

29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; 
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 

30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to 
parents, 
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31 Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, 
unmerciful: 

32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of 
death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. 

     It is a terrible thing to think of anyone reaching the point where they have been 
abandoned of God. Passed over without any chance or hope of effectual grace for salvation 
but instead the restraints of God have been pulled away for them to do whatever they 
desire to fit themselves unto destruction. “Clement of Alexandria called it an unreasonable 
reaching for that which will gratify itself. The passionate desire for forbidden pleasure. It is 
the desire which makes men do nameless and shameless things. It is the way of life of a man 
who has become so completely immersed in the world that he has ceased to be aware of God 
at all” (Barclay, The Letter to the Romans; 1975, page 28-29). 

Romans 1:24 

24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to 
dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

     The NASB reads “Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so 
that their bodies would be dishonored among them”(NASB – Romans 1:24).  

     We can clearly see the results of man’s suppression of God’s truth. Beginning in verse 24, 
what some have called “strike one,” because we will see this three times in this text. Dr. J. 
Vernon McGee states “Man’s degeneration is measured by his perversion of sex. Idolatry and 
gross immorality are the bitter fruits of rejecting God’s revelation. “God gave them up” is 
literally God handed them over – it is positive, not passive attitude” (McGee, Thru the Bible 
Commentary Series, Volume 42; 1991, Page 40). 

     This is what happens when men reject God’s revelation and suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness. “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth” (ESV – Romans 
1:18). God literally gives them over to do their own thing, without restraints. “For although 
they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in 
their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened” (ESV – Romans 1:21). 

Romans 1:24-25 

24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to 
dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than 
the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 



3 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 

     This is far more than just a passive permission of letting the person go his own way 
(which would require a passive verb). This is more than just a non preventative non 
restraint, this is an active, judicial act and decision of God in which He withdraws His 
restraint, His protection and His grace and pronounces a judgment against the nation or 
person which says, “I give you up, you are destined for My condemnatory wrath. I am pushing 
you into condemnation”.  This is a retributive action and the judicial judgment of God.  

     This is that point in time when God gives them over to their selves and Satan and they 
begin to do that which is pleasing to them to fulfill the lusts of flesh, the lust of the eyes and 
the pride of life to fit themselves unto destruction. “Hath not the potter power over the clay, 
of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 22 What if 
God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction” (KJV – Romans 9:21-22). 

     They begin their destructive journey by dishonoring their own bodies between 
themselves, then they move further into idolatry. By worshipping and serving the creature 
more than the Creator and the Apostle Paul warns the readers here that a continual 
rejection of God’s truth will lead to a judicial abandonment by God.  

Romans 1:26-27 

26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the 
natural use into that which is against nature: 

27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one 
toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves 
that recompence of their error which was meet. 

     Continued rejection leads to further darkness. Notice this decline is progressive. First it 
was to dishonor their bodies through sexual perversion and idolatry. Now it moves into the 
realm of that which is unnatural.  

     Now the actual Greek verb “gave over” or “gave up” (παρεδωκεν) is aorist, active, 
indicative. What this means is there is a point in time (aorist tense) when God takes charge 
of the action (active voice) and factually (indicative mood) decrees that this person, or 
nation receives His condemnatory eternal death penalty.  

     Just exactly when this moment in time occurs, well that is God’s business, but in this text 
we may see evidences that this condemning action of God has occurred. There is a false 
concept in theology which says a person may choose to believe on Christ any time he or she 
wants to. That is absolutely not true my friend.  

- First, the Spirit of God is the One who brings a person to salvation at the time of 
God’s choosing, and not the individual. Man is born again, “not of blood nor of the will 
of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” (RSV – John 1:13). 
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- Second, it is possible for one to reach a point when God has given them up and they 
can no longer respond to His truth. “and with all unrighteous deception among those 
who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the 
lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness” (NKJV – 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12). 

     As a result of their self-indulgences and self-deification and their continued suppressing 
of the truth in unrighteousness, God gave them exactly what they wanted. In a since He 
pushed them toward it more, by giving them up and withdrawing His restraints. “Because 
of their sin “God gave them up” which means that He permitted them to go on in their sins and 
reap the sad consequences. They received “in their own persons the due penalty of their error” 
(Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary New Testament Volume 1; 1989, page 519). 

     Abandonment by God strike one,  Romans 1:24-25 sexual perversion and idolatry. Strike 
two, Romans 1:26-27 homosexuality. Make no mistake homosexuality is sin, it is unnatural 
and vile. God’s view of homosexuality is that it is a degrading, abnormal passion and 
perversion that will bring the wrath of God and the abandonment of God to a nation, to a 
city and to an individual. It is the most despicable and abnormal act that one may do with 
his or her body. 
 

- Let us look at four truths concerning the sin of homosexuality that we can pull from 
this text: 

 
1. Homosexuality goes against the natural inborn passion that God has placed within 

every male and female. A person is not born homosexual they willfully choose this 
sin. They did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 
 

• God’s justice would not have destroyed an entire civilization because of 
homosexuality in Sodom and Gomorra if God had made them this way. 
This was their choice because of the suppression of God’s truth in 
unrighteousness. 

 
2. Homosexuality is a vile, degrading sin in the sight of God. Let us not call this an 

alternative lifestyle, let us call it what it is, a vile and abominable sin. For this cause 
God gave them up unto vile affections. 
 

3. When a homosexual flaunts their sin, they may be demonstrating the fact that God 
has abandoned them. For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections:  -  working 
that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error 
which was meet. 

 
4. The only hope for a homosexual is Christ Jesus. God is Sovereign and only God can 

save and yes He can, does and will save the perverted, unnatural homosexual by His 
amazing grace. And when He does save, He changes that one into a new creation old 
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things are passed away. “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 Such were some of you; but 
you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God” (NASB – 1 Corinthians 6:9-11).  

 
     Verses 24 and 26 show the first two “gave over” or “gave up”. Given over to sexual 
perversion, idolatry and homosexuality. But do not lose hope, God is Sovereign and God 
does indeed save. Let me remind you that hatred toward these troubled souls will never 
show the love of Christ. But the His love, His Spirit and the gospel has the power to change 
lives.  
 
     MacArthur notes those that were saved by His grace that Paul was addressing in I 
Corinthians 6. “Fornicators; All who indulge in sexual immorality, but particularly unmarried 
persons. Idolaters; Those who worship any false god or follow any false religious system. 
Adulterers; Married persons who indulge in sexual acts outside their marriage. Effeminate – 
Homosexuals; These terms refer to those who exchange and corrupt normal male-female 
sexual roles and relations, . . and other gender perversions are included” (MacArthur, The 
MacArthur Study Bible Notes; 2006, page 1705). 

     If God saved those at Corinth like that, then He is able and willing to save others as well. 
So remember, salvation is of the LORD, show the love of Christ and give the gospel. You 
cannot change anyone but Christ can and will.  

     But not all will be saved, not all will be changed. Because men love darkness rather than 
light because their deeds are evil, some men will continue to go their own way and 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness. These is where the last and final strike come into 
play.  

     Dr. John Phillips states this in labeling the last two phases without repentance. “They 
become morally perverted – Romans 1:26-27. They become mentally perverted – Romans 
1:28-32” (Phillips, Exploring Romans – An Expository Commentary; 2002, page 32-33). 

Romans 1:28-32 

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 

29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; 
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 

30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to 
parents, 
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31 Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, 
unmerciful: 

32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of 
death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. 

     Phillips states that “with moral perversion comes mental perversion” (Phillips, Exploring 
Romans – An Expository Commentary; 2002, page 33). Alva J. McClain wrote in his book 
Romans – The Gospel of God’s Grace “Then God surrendered them! God completely abandoned 
them to their own ways! Verse 24 – verse 26 – verse 28; “God gave them up to a reprobate 
mind.” A depraved heart, a depraved body, a depraved mind. The word reprobate means 
“tested and found to be no good” like a piece of steel in a machine shop. God tested man and 
gave him up” (McClain, The Gospel of God’s Grace – Romans; 1973, page 67-68). 

     This is the point of no return. At this moment in time God declares this individual 
reprobate and totally abandoned by all effectual grace. God leaves them to their useless 
mindset and gives them exactly what they have wanted.  

     “Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; 
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, 
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 Without 
understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful” (KJV – 
Romans 1:29-31). 

     There are several signs and traits of an individual or even a nation in general as a whole 
that has been given over to a reprobate mind, and here they are – the signs of the times: 

1. Being filled with all unrighteousness (Romans 1:29a) – Those who are continually 
doing all types of deeds that are unrighteous or unjust.  

 
2. Fornicators  (Romans 1:29b). Those who indulge in sexual immorality, but 

particularly unmarried persons. 
 

3. Wickedness  (Romans 1:29c) -Those who are continually doing that which is sexually  
immoral. That which is wicked in the sight of God. 

 
4. Covetousness (Romans 1:29d) – Covetousness or greed, Those who are continually 

getting more through violent methods and means. Those who disregard rights of 
others only to please their own selves, their own flesh, and their own personal 
desires. 
 

5. Maliciousness (Romans 1:29e) – Maliciousness or straight outright evil. Those who 
continually work evil, malicious and vicious deeds. 
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6. Full of Envy (Romans 1:29f) – Those who are filled with bitter jealously that 

continually resent what others have. This causes them to only want more and more, 
yet they are never satisfied.  

 
7. Murder (Romans 1:29g) – Those who kill or murder others for advantage or gain 

because of their own pride. Not just literally but yet in the heart and mind also.  
 

8. Debate (Romans 1:29h) – Debate in the since of strife. These are those who 
continually are in contention with others for their own personal gain.  

 
9. Deceit (Romans 1:29i). – Deceit, those that continually set deceptive traps and 

snares for others to try and manipulate things their own way for the fulfilling of 
their personal desires. 

 
10. Malignity (Romans 1:29j) – This is simply malice, those who continually have a deep 

spiteful and evil hatred toward others in an unbiblical way.  
 

11. Whisperers (Romans 1:29k) – Whisperers simply means gossipers. Those who 
continually speak and whisper behind a person’s back, and not to their face. These 
are they that sow deceit.  

 
12. Backbiters (Romans 1:30a) – The backbiters or the slanderer is the person who 

verbally abuses someone and is publically open about it. Their malicious intent is to 
cause evil or harm to come to the person they are slandering.  

 
13. Haters of God (Romans 1:30b) - A God-hater is one who hates God, His authority, His 

Word, His Truth and anyone connected to Him. This is active animosity against the 
Person of God and the truth of God. 

 
14. Despiteful, (Romans 1:30c) – Despiteful or insolent, one who is violent. This person 

will try to bring harm to others just for the sheer pleasure of doing it.  
 

15. Proud, (Romans 1:30d) – The proud or the arrogant is the one who shows himself 
above others in a haughty and negative way.  

 
16. Boasters, (Romans 1:30e) – The boastful is the one who verbally vaunts themselves 

in an arrogant way for personal favor or gain.  
 

17. Inventors of evil things, (Romans 1:30f) – One who because of their depraved mind is 
constantly finding new ways to fulfill their own personal desires with evil ways. 

 
 

 



8 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 

 
18. Disobedient to parents, (Romans 1:30g) – One who refuses to obey or submit himself 

or herself to his or her parents. They will not honor or obey that which they should 
be subject to. 

 
19. Without understanding, (Romans 1:31a) – One who has no moral sense and doesn’t 

care because they have been given over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which 
are not convenient.  

 
20. Covenant-breakers, (Romans 1:31b) – Untrustworthy, one who is not true to their 

word. Cannot be counted on for the things of importance that are their 
responsibility.  

 
21. Without natural affection, (Romans 1:31c) – MacArthur relates this original Greek 

term to “unnatural family relationships, such as that of a parent who abandons a 
young child or a grown child who abandons his aging parents” (MacArthur, The 
MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 1-8; 1991, Page 109). 

 
22. Implacable, (Romans 1:31d) – Strong’s defines this word as “without libation” 4689 – 

to devote or sacrifice (which usually accompanied a treaty) implacable, trucebreaker” 
(Strong, The New Strong’s Concise Dictionary of the Greek Testament - Exhaustive 
Concordance of the Bible; 2010, Page 14).  

 
23. Unmerciful, (Romans 1:31e) – The unmerciful, those who will never show pity or 

compassion upon others. Because they themselves know not mercy.  
 
     These are terrible qualities and traits to be displayed in anyone, and the open practice 
and glorying in these traits are a clear sign that one has been passed over and totally 
abandoned by the effectual grace of God.  
 
Romans 1:32 
 
32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of 
death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.  

Look at the ramifications of one given over to a reprobate mind, in that they practice these 
deeds because of their depraved heart, depraved body, and finally their depraved mind 
(reprobate).  

1. Who knowing the judgment of God, - The ones given over to doing these things, they 
know the judgments of God. Because – “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness, 19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for 
God made it evident to them” (NASB – Romans 1:18-19). God has placed this truth  
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deep down inside of every individual, yet many choose to suppress this truth in 
unrighteousness.  

 
2. That they which commit such things are worthy of death, - This death being described 

here is not speaking of physical death, although that will certainly happen. But this 
death is speaking of the eternal, second death in the lake of fire. Remember these 
people received the same truth as others, yet they willfully chose to deny and 
suppress this truth in their unrighteousness, because they loved darkness rather 
than light. God gives them exactly what they wanted while fulfilling His Sovereign 
plan. “So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires” 
(NASB – Romans 9:18). 

 
3. Not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. – Those that do these 

deeds give approval to others doing the same thing. And they all seem to have 
pleasure in their sin, for a season. “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” 
(KJV – Amos 3:3). Remember, birds of a feather flock together. “For when the 
Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, 
having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 15 Which shew the work of the law 
written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the 
mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) 16 In the day when God shall judge 
the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel” (KJV – Romans 2:14-16). 

     Paul’s first chapter of Romans builds a clear case that all men are without excuse. That 
some men will choose to suppress the truth in unrighteousness, their foolish hearts will be 
darkened. This causes their continued downward spiral to destruction. By their depraved 
heart, their depraved body and their depraved mind.  

     They do those things which are not convenient; knowing the punishment is death, yet in 
their sin they have pleasure in them that do them. Therefore they are without excuse, In the 
day when that God declares “I give you up” you can be assured that the individual rightly, 
and justly deserves this wrath that is being stored up for them as they fit themselves unto 
destruction. And it all starts by rejecting truth, rejecting the light that God has revealed 
unto all mankind.  

     When you reject God’s way – you reject “the Way.” When you reject God’s truth – you 
reject “the Truth.” And when you reject God’s life – you reject “the Life.” Therefore the one 
that does this has rejected Christ. For He says - “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me” (KJV – John 14:6). 
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