
Studies in our 1689 Confession of Faith 

Chapter 26 – The Church #6 
 

(3
rd

) MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH  (Para 10) – ‘Pastors are required to give constant 
attention to the service of Christ in His churches; they are to be engaged in the ministry of 
the Word and in prayer, and to seek the welfare of men's souls as those that must give 
account to the Lord. It is therefore imperative that the churches to which they minister 
should give them, according to the churches' ability, not only all due honor, but such 
abundance of this world's material good as will enable them to live in comfort, without the 
need to entangle themselves in secular employment, and which will also suffice to enable 
them to exercise hospitality towards others. Such an arrangement is required by the law of 
nature itself, and by the express command of our Lord Jesus, who has decreed that 'they 
that preach the gospel should live of the gospel.' – Acts 6:4… 1 Cor 9:6-14… Gal 6:6,7… 1 Tim 3:2… 

5:17,18… 2 Tim 2:4… Heb. 13:17 

 

<1> Pastor’s Responsibilities to the Church – Acts 6:3-4… Hebrews 13:17… Acts 14:22… 

1 Peter 5:1-4  
 

 

 

John MacArthur – ‘One of Jesus' favorite metaphors for spiritual leadership, one He 
often used to describe Himself, was that of a shepherd—a person who tends God's 
flock. A shepherd leads, feeds, nurtures, comforts, corrects, and protects—
responsibilities that belong to every church leader. In fact, the word pastor means 
shepherd.’ 
 

 
<2> Church’s Responsibilities to their Pastors – 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13…  1 Corinthians 

9:6-14… 1 Timothy 5:17-18…  

 

 

 
<3> Ministry of Other Gifted Members (Para 11) – ‘Although it is the duty of the elders or 
pastors of the churches, according to their office, to be constantly active in preaching 
the Word, yet such a work is not to be regarded as confined wholly to them, for the Holy 
Spirit may qualify others for the same work by giving them the necessary gifts. In this 
case, when such men are approved and called to the work by the church, they may and 
ought to perform it.’ – Acts 11:19-21… 1 Pet 4:10,11  
 

Ephesians 4:7-16…1 Peter 4:10-11… 

 
Biblical examples: Acts 8:5… 11:19-21…  

http://www.founders.org/library/bcf/ref26.html#26-10
http://www.founders.org/library/bcf/ref26.html#26-10
http://www.founders.org/library/bcf/ref26.html#26-11


5th – Obligations and Privileges of Church Members  
 

(1st) OBLIGATIONS – (Para 12) – ‘All believers are under obligation to join themselves to 
local churches when and where they have opportunity to do so. It follows that all who are 
admitted to the privileges of church fellowship also become subject to the discipline and 
government of the church in accordance with the rule of Christ.’ – 1 Thess. 5:14… 2 Thess 3:6,14,15 

 
<1st> Example of the early church – Acts 2:41-42, 47… 5:14… 9:26 
<2nd> Existence of church government – Acts 20:28… Heb 13:17… 1 Peter 5:2-3 
<3rd> Exercise of church discipline – Matthew 18:15-17… 1 Corinthians 5:1-3 
<4th> Exhortation to mutual edification – Hebrews 10:24-25… Romans 12:6-8 
 

Our obligations include: 
 

<1> Submission to Church Government and Discipline – 1 Thessalonians 5:12-14… 2 
Thessalonians 3:6-15… 1 Corinthians 5:9-13… Hebrews 13:17… 1 Peter 5:5 
 

<2> Attitude and Action When Offended (Para 13) – ‘Any church members who have 
taken offense at the behavior towards them of other church members, and who have 
obeyed the instructions laid down in Scripture for dealing with such cases, must refrain 
from disturbing the peace of the church, nor should they absent themselves from church 
assemblies or the administration of church ordinances on account of their being 
offended by certain of their fellow-members; but they must wait upon Christ in the 
further proceedings of the church.’ – Mt 18:15-17… Eph 4:2,3 
 

<3> Refrain from Disturbing the Peace of the Church – Christ’s presence should 
regulate our speech and behavior – Matthew 28:20… 18:20… Ephesians 4:1-6… Philippians 
1: 27… 2:1-5… Col 3:12-17… James 3:13-18… 5:16-20 

 
(2nd) PRIVILEGES   

 

<1> Ministry to God – Psalm 89:7… 111:1… Hebrews 10:22-25 

   

 

<2> Ministry to One Another – 1 Corinthians 12:12-27… Ephesians 4:12-13 

 

 

<3> Ministry to The World – Matthew 28:19… 24:14 
 

http://www.founders.org/library/bcf/ref26.html#26-12
http://www.founders.org/library/bcf/ref26.html#26-13

