
The Supreme Reward of True Christianity

WE ARE BEING CALLED TO RADICAL CHRISTIAN SACRIFICE

Matthew 5:13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness 
be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under 
peopleʼs feet.  14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.”

• Jesus says to us to be “bright and salty.” What does this mean? 
• I think he was referring to the preceding verses where he had described the most 

outrageous joy imaginable.
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

• My desire and prayer for you is that your life and your ministry have a radical flavor. 
• A risk-taking flavor. A gutsy, counter-cultural, war-time flavor to it that makes the average 

prosperous Americans in your church feel uncomfortable. 
• A strange mixture of tenderness and toughness that keeps worldly people a little off 

balance.
•  A pervasive summons to something more and something hazardous and something 

wonderful. 
• A saltiness and brightness, something like the life of Jesus.
• My desire for you is that your life taste like that. Reviling comes. Persecution comes. 

Slander comes. And you rejoice that you are counted worthy be shamed for the name of 
Jesus (cf. Acts 5:41). 

• You have treasured Christ above the accumulation of stuff. You have laid up treasures in 
heaven, not on earth. You have not only fled fornication and adultery. You have fled 
opulence and ostentation and riches. You have remembered the story of the rich young 
man (Luke 18:18-30). And you have blazoned on the walls of your mind the words of 
Paul, “Those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless 
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction” (1 Timothy 6:9-10). 

• You have eaten the words of Isaiah, and they have become sweet to your soul: “All flesh 
is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower 
falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever” (1 Peter 1:24-25).

• I want your life to have the flavor of risk, sacrifice, love, simplicity, joy, freedom, and 
precarious adventure.

• So you can say with the apostle Paul, “I do not account my life of any value nor as 
precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the 
Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24)?

• Where are the men who say with Joab to his brother Abishai, when surrounded by 
Syrians and Ammonites, “Be of good courage, and let us play the man for our people, and 
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for the cities of our God, and may the LORD do what seems good to him” (2 Samuel 
10:12)?

• Where are the women—single and married—who say with Esther, when the life of her 
people hung in the balance and Mordecai asked her to risk her life, “I will go to the king, 
though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish” (Esther 4:16)?

Two Reasons I want this in your life:

JESUS IS CALLING AND THE WORLD NEEDS YOU

1. The world needs to see your light and taste your saltiness.  With so much false 
doctrine prevailing in the world, they need to see authentic Christianity.

2. Jesus said that if you take him seriously you will gladly suffer.  In other words, 
radical willingness to risk and sacrifice and suffer is the only authentic ministry 
there is. The Lord has made it very plain:
• Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24) ... “A servant is not greater than his master. If 
they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.” (John 15:20)

• And after Jesus, Paul made this teaching the bedrock of his counsel to new 
believers. On his way back from the first missionary journey, he was teaching the new 
disciples in every church “through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of 
God” (Acts 14:22). 

- And he adds in 2 Timothy 3:12, “All who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted.”

- Then he poses the question in Romans 8:35, “Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?” Of course, the answer is no. But is the answer no because God 
spares us these things? Or because he ordains these things for us and keeps us in 
them? 

- The next verse gives the answer: “As it is written, ʻFor your sake we are being 
killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.ʼ No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us” (Romans 
8:35-37). God does not spare his people these trials. He promises them.

• Peter said, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you” (1 Peter 4:12-13). 
What is strange is a Christian who doesnʼt know sacrifice - that is STRANGE 
CHRISTIANITY.  

• Jesus, Paul, Peter, Hebrews—they all bear witness: Followers of Jesus will suffer and 
I do not want to be excluded from that number.

Must I be carried to the skies
On flowery beds of ease,
While others fought to win the prize,
And sailed through bloody seas?
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My desire for you is that you will not even try to be carried to the skies on flowery 
beds of ease, but that there will be a radical, risk-taking, sacrificial flavor to your 
life and ministry.

What Would Motivate Such a Life?
• What creates radical Christian sacrifice? (There is more than one biblical answer to this 

question. So please donʼt take this as exhaustive.)

WE MUST BE AWAKENED TO THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST

The answer is: Have an Awakened Sense of the Value of Christ
• The world and many religions (even modern Evangelicalism) does not see or understand 

the value of Christ.
• Christ is presented as merely a “ticket” — a means to an end and the end is Heaven.  I 

think we need to see that Heaven is not Heaven without Christ.  
• Jesus is the ticket and the show.  He is the means and the end.

JESUS IS THE TICKET AND THE SHOW

The Book of Hebrews makes this point. (the whole book)
• We know that Hebrews is one of the most doctrinally sophisticated books in the Bible. 
• What we donʼt realize as often is that it is probably the only instance in the New 

Testament of a sermon delivered to Christians—as opposed to the sermons in Acts 
directed mainly to unbelievers. The writer of Hebrews himself calls this book a “word of 
exhortation,” Hebrews 13:22.  

• It was delivered in the hope of creating in the Christian hearers a commitment to radical, 
joyful, risk-taking sacrifices of love that make Christ look as great as he really is. And the 
vision of Christʼs supremacy that runs though the book is there to serve this radical, 
practical, public aim.

Consider a few of the numerous exhortations:
Hebrews 10:32-35: RADICAL SACRIFICE HAS GREAT REWARD - But recall the former 
days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 
sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners 
with those so treated. For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted 
the plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession 
and an abiding one. Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.

• hard struggles; sufferings; property plundered; injustice; loss..... YET joy and confidence.
• Radical joy; joyful sacrifice; sacrificial love..... WHY? Because of an understanding of the 

BETTER REWARD! 
Hebrews 11:6: GOD REWARDS FAITH - And without faith it is impossible to please him, for 
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 
seek him.
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Hebrews 11:24-26: CHRIST IS THE GREATER REWARD - By faith Moses, when he was 
grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaohʼs daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated 
with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach 
of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.
What is this reward?  Heaven?  streets of gold?  Mansions”  Health and wealth?  NO! Iʼm 
suggesting from Scripture that the reward is finally Christ himself in all his glory.
Hebrews 12:2: Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God.

• John Piper: “How was Jesusʼ radical, loving sacrifice sustained? It was sustained “by the 
joy that was set before him.” Thatʼs how he endured the cross. He looked forward to the 
triumphant experience of being exalted as the Savior and Lord and Treasure of an 
innumerable people beyond the grave and beyond this age. Even as he suffers for us, he 
shows us how to suffer with him. He models the very motive that we see in the other texts 
of this sequence. Indestructible joy breaking into present suffering from the assurance of 
future joy.”

Hebrews 13:12-14: Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people 
through his own blood. Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he 
endured. For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.

• Here is the radical call to you and I.
• This isnʼt just for Noah and Moses and Paul and Peter — itʼs a call to all true Christians.
• This is why I said the book of Hebrews is aiming at the very thing I am aiming at in this 

message—that your life and ministry will have a radical, risk-taking, sacrificial flavor. 
• The call of discipleship calls us to “go to Jesus outside the camp” — outside the status 

quo — outside the walls of security — outside the traditions of religion — to do something 
outlandish — to “bear the reproach Christ endured.”

What is the reward?
• We notice that we have no lasting reward here (“no lasting city”).
• Our reward is a “city” =  a lasting city!
• And that city is the City of God, the Kingdom of God, the Glory of Christ Himself.
• He is the Treasure.
• The whole book of Hebrews is about the supremacy of Jesus Christ as the Treasure to be 

trusted in, hoped for, banked on, cherished, and valued beyond everything this present 
life can offer.

JESUS IS THE MEANS AND END OF OUR SALVATION = He is not only the Means to our 
salvation — He is the End of our salvation — He is our salvation.

• Jesus prayed for us in John 17:24,  “Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given 
me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you 
loved me before the foundation of the world.”
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SAVORING THE GLORY OF CHRIST SHALL BE OUR GREATEST REWARD -The glory that 
we will see and savor forever and ever will be the glory of the Lamb that was slain.

• We will not get to Heaven and see Jesus and say “Thank you for getting me here.  Now if 
you will excuse me I want to go see all the good stuff.”

• We will not throw him to the side like a ticket once weʼve gotten into the show = He is the 
show.

• The final beauty that will satisfy our souls forever is the beauty of the glory of Christ.
•  most fully displayed in the rescue of sinners to see that beauty.
• He is the Great Reward. 
• He is the light of the city to that is to come.

Therefore everything this epistle says about him intensifies our love for him now as our 
Treasure, and our desire for him later as our final Reward.
In the Book of Hebrews, Jesus is

• Godʼs final revelation (1:2).
• The heir of all things (1:2).
• The creator of the world (1:2).
• The radiance of Godʼs glory (1:3).
• The exact imprint of Godʼs nature (1:3).
• He upholds the universe by the word of his power (1:3).
• He made purification for sins (1:3).
• He sits at the right hand of the Majesty on High (1:4).
• He is God, enthroned forever, with a scepter of uprightness (1:8).
• He is worshipped by angels (1:6).
• His rule will have no end (1:8).
• His joy is above all other beings in the universe (1:9).
• He took on human flesh (2:14).
• He was crowned with glory and honor because of his suffering (2:9).
• He was the founder of our salvation (2:10).
• He was made perfect in all his obedience by his suffering (2:10).
• He destroyed the one who has the power of death, the devil (2:15).
• He delivered us from the bondage of fear (2:15).
• He is a merciful and faithful high priest (2:17)
• He made propitiation for sins (2:17).
• He is sympathetic because of his own trials (4:15).
• He never sinned (4:15).
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• He offered up loud cries and tears with reverent fear, and God heard him (5:7).
• He became the source of eternal salvation (5:8)
• He holds his priesthood by virtue of an indestructible life (7:16).
• He appears in the presence of God on our behalf (9:24).
• He will come a second time to save us who are eagerly waiting for him (9:28).
• He is the same yesterday, today, and forever (13:8)
• All of this supremacy of Christ is poured into the word “him” in Hebrews 13:13: “Therefore 

let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured.” To him!

Here is the Call of True Discipleship:

CHRIST IS CALLING US TO RADICAL DISCIPLESHIP THAT IS MOTIVATED BY A 
TREASURING OF THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST

• When he bids us leave the securities and comforts of life and take up a radical, risk-
taking, sacrificial way of love in his service, it is not a path that we take alone. 

• In fact, Jesus is there outside the camp in a way that he is nowhere else. He is not just 
telling us to go out there. He is inviting us come out here. Here is where I am. Come to 
me outside the camp.

• The supremacy of Christ is not just his perfect fitness to bear our sins, and not just the 
supremely valuable future Reward that frees us from fear and greed and worldliness, but 
in his supremacy he is also now our present, personal Treasure.

• And there he is outside the camp bidding us come. The sweetest fellowship with Jesus 
you will ever know is the fellowship of his sufferings.

• So I say it one more time: My desire and prayer to God for you is that your life and 
ministry have a radical, risk-taking, sacrificial flavor.

• Let us go to him outside the camp. For here we have no lasting city. But we seek a city 
which is to come, whose builder is God and whose light is the Lamb.

What the world is waiting to see—what might awaken a sense of Christʼs value— is something 
radical. Some risk. Some crazy sacrifice. Some extraordinary love. Something salty and bright. 

• They may not like it when they see it. They may crucify it. But they will not be unmoved. 
• Stephenʼs face shown like an angel (Acts 6:15). His wisdom was irresistible (Acts 6:10). 
• So they killed him. But they did not yawn, and they did not go to sleep. 
• And Acts 8 makes clear his death was not in vain. 

Are you bright and salty?
Are you fully satisfied in the Supremecy of Christ so much so that you are not just will to 
sacrifice your life BUT ARE joyfully SACRIFICING and radically investing and storing up 
REWARDS in Heaven, investing in the SUPREME TREASURE - the glory of Christ?
Do you want to be this kind of person?  this kind of Christian?
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