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Jesus Before Pilate 

John 18:28-38 

 
INTRO: 
 

We left Peter melting away into the darkness in shame because of his denial and the Lord 
Jesus being led away to the Roman authorities as His condemnation and death draw closer. As 
we pick up the account from the pen of the Apostle John, we will follow Jesus from the court of 
the High Priest to the official halls of justice in the Roman Praetorium.  As we travel we will find 
our route covers two heads. 
 I. Jesus As Prisoner (v.28-32) 
II. Jesus As King (v. 33-38) 
 
I. Jesus As Prisoner (v.28-32) 
 

A. We pick up John’s account with the transfer of the prisoner from the hands of the Jews to 
the Roman authority.    (v.28) 

“Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. 
But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, 
but that they might eat the Passover.”  

Two things stand out in this verse.  
 

1. First, he notes it was early morning. The implication is that the Lord's trial before the 
Sanhedrin was illegal. Any official trial was to be done in the day light hours. 

 
2. Second, Caiaphas was concerned about ceremonial cleanliness. They refused to enter 
the Praetorium lest they become unclean and unable to participate in the Passover 
celebration. There is no provision in the Bible that said that they could not enter a 
Gentile's residence and remain clean. However, the oral tradition, which which was 
codified later in the Mishnah did make such a distinction. So, they carefully did not set 
foot in Pilate's residence when they conspired to kill the Lord of Glory! 

 
B. When the Jews got to the Praetorium, they had another shock. After easily getting a 
cohort of soldiers from Pilate to arrest Jesus, they also thought they would get a rubber 
stamp on their request to have Him executed. It wasn't going to be that easy.    (v.29-32)  

“Pilate then went out to them and said, ‘What accusation do you bring against 
this Man?’ They answered and said to him, ‘If He were not an evildoer, we would 
not have delivered Him up to you.’” 
 

1. John picked and chose among the events in Jesus life and only included some events 
in His Gospel. That is also true as he gives this account of the trial of the Lord Jesus. The 
Synoptics add many more details. John included very important details. He wanted us to 
understand the significance of the Romans being involved in the trial of our Lord. 
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2. “Then Pilate said to them, ‘You take Him and judge Him according to 

your law.’ Therefore the Jews said to him, ‘It is not lawful for us to put anyone to 
death.’ [This happened] that the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He 
spoke, signifying by what death He would die.”     (vs.31-32)  

The Romans took the right of capital punishment away from the Jewish council when 
they conquered Israel. This is important to note because had Jesus been condemned by 
a Jewish court the means of capital punishment was stoning. In the Old Testament 
prophets we are told that the Messiah would not be put to death by stoning. 

 
3. The Lord Jesus Himself taught He would be crucified. For example, in John 12:32-33 
we read,  

“‘And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.'  This He 
said, signifying by what death He would die.” 
 

C. So, even in the events leading to His death, the Apostle John showed us the providence 
of God at work underlining Peter's assertion in Acts 4:27-28.  

“For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered 
together to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be 
done.” 
 
II. Jesus As King (v. 33-38) 

 

A. “Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, 

‘Are You the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you speaking for 
yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?’”     (vs.33-34) 

At verse 33 the emphasis changes in this text. In verses 28-32 the question was, “Why is 
Jesus a prisoner?" Now the issue becomes, “Jesus, are you a King?” While John did not 
record what charges the Jews finally lodged against the Lord Jesus, the issue that they 
thought would move a Roman to hand down a death sentence was the issue of Jesus 
claiming to be the Messianic King. 

 
B. Pilate cut right to the core of the issue with a concise question. “Are you the King of 
the Jews?”  Jesus did not directly answer him. He merely asked Pilate to explain why he 
asked the question. Did Pilate want to know as a rule of law? Or did he really want to know 
what kind of King Jesus was and is? 

 
C. “Pilate answered, ‘Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have 

delivered You to me. What have You done?’”     (v.35) 

Pilate's answer exposed the real tragedy in all of this. Here the Jewish people did not 
recognize their own Messiah.     (John 1:11) 

“He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.”  
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For it was the very religious authorities who should have embraced Him as the Messiah who 
rejected Him as their king and who demanded He be crucified. 

 
D. In verses 36-37, Jesus defines His kingdom by declaring what it is not.  

“Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this 
world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but 
now My kingdom is not from here.’ Pilate therefore said to Him, ‘Are You a king 
then?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was 
born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to 
the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.’”  

Jesus says three things about His kingdom. 
 

1. It is not “of this world.” It does not originate in this present world, nor does it draw 
its source of existence from this present world system. The Kingdom of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is not a government that draws its authority, nor its existence from the people of 
the planet, nor does it exist for the people of the planet. It is God's kingdom.  He is the 
source, and He is the authority under which the kingdom exists! 

 
2. It is not establish nor maintained through soldiers and physical warfare. Remember 
Pilate was the personification of a world government that was established through 
blood shed and often was maintained through terror, torture, and death! 

 
3. It is a kingdom of truth. It exists through the truth of who God is and what God is 
doing in this present world. 

 
E.  The question is, "Is He King in our hearts?" Does He have the rule over our lives to do 
with us as He wishes? We may say with our mouths, He is King, but where are our hearts?  

 
Jesus, Jesus, Lord to me 
Master, Savior, Prince of Peace 
Ruler of my heart today 
Jesus, Lord to me.  

 


