
James 4:7b 

7 Steps from the World: Resist the Devil 

 

Stand firm … 

 

I. Consider Your Adversary 

 A. Who He Is 

 B. What He Does 

 C. What Can Stop Him 

 

II. Trust Your Savior 

 A. His Power 

 B. His Presence 

 C. His Promise 

 

III. Know Your Self 

 A. Temptations 

 B. Triumphs 

 

… and he will flee. 

 

Children, Listen … 

1. Who is the devil? 

2. What does he try to do to us? 

3. How does his power compare to the power of God? 

4. Was the devil ever able to get Jesus to sin? 

5. What will help us resist the devil and the temptations he sends 

our way? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It Wasn’t the Devil 

No, the devil didn’t make you do it … you are perfectly 

capable of sinning all by your own little self … but he may well 

have helped you along! We are entirely responsible for our 

behavior, and we have options. We are called to obey God 

and in Christ we are actually given the ability to do so with the 

help of the Holy Spirit. But we all wrestle with sinful tendencies 

and we are all vulnerable to certain temptations that can 

potentially trigger sinful responses. And we often give in. While 

the devil cannot have God’s people, he is a master at setting 

snares and traps for us in his attempts to make us stumble in 

faith and fall into sin. But watch out: he is not going to 

announce himself - he works behind the scenes to present sin in 

a pretty package. That’s why we have to be vigilant and wary 

of his wiles. James tells us that in order to move away from the 

ways of the world and draw near to God we need to resist the 

devil. He backs it up with the promise that, if we do, he will flee 

from us. But let’s be honest, we are easily duped and woefully 

weak. So we obviously can’t do this on our own, we need the 

strength and the power of the Lord. We can stand firm, but we 

can’t stand alone, we must stand in Jesus Christ. Only with His 

help through the Holy Spirt we can resist the devil with strong 

resolve in the face of all kinds of temptation.  When He saved us 

we entered into a battle against indwelling sin, the ways of the 

world and the devil – all mighty opponents.  But now we are on 

His side (perhaps better said He is on ours!) and He has given us 

armor sufficient for the spiritual warfare in which we are 

engaged. Do you know your armor? Are you using each part 

regularly? See Ephesians 6:12-20 for the checklist. Don’t you 

dare go out into the realm of intense conflict unless you are fully 

arrayed in the whole armor of God.  

 


