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 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 

5
 or rude. It 

does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 
6
 it does not rejoice at 

wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 
7
 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes 

all things, endures all things. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

 

We could easily spend years on the topic of Christian love and still not exhaust all there 

is to learn, such is the extent of the Bible’s teaching on this subject. What the Bible 

teaches about God’s love for mankind, and our love to God, is both rich and complex.  

We could, for example, spend a lot of time exploring the nature of the intra-

Trinitarian love between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We could talk about God’s 

righteous and perfect self-love, his love for his own glory. We could consider God’s 

redemptive love in election, such as is written about in Ephesians 1, “In love he 

predestined us for adoption…” (vv. 4-5). We could learn about God’s providential love 

for the wicked, causing the sun to shine and the rain to fall on both the just and unjust 

(Mt. 5:45). We could talk about God’s disciplining love for his children (Heb. 12; Rev. 

3). We could consider the nature of the call to love our enemies. We could talk about love 

to God and neighbor being the essence of God’s commands. We could explore the 

imagery of spiritual adultery throughout the Scriptures, when our failure to love God first 

is likened to an unfaithful spouse in marriage.  

There is so much to talk about, so much to consider, so many ways go grow in our 

own love and our knowledge of God’s love. But this morning our focus is relatively 

narrow, because Paul’s focus is relatively narrow in these middle verses of 1 Corinthians 

13. Here Paul is specifically talking about Christian love for one another. In light of this, 

our particular concern is to apply Paul’s teaching to our own relationships with our fellow 

Christians. 

Sometimes, the hardest people to love are those we’re closest to. The closer we 

get to someone, the more sin is exposed. When it comes to our enemies, loving them is 

usually not too difficult. We’re not close to our enemies. We expect our enemies to sin, to 

be imperfect, to hurt us. We don’t have high relationship expectations for our enemies. 

I’ve never known an enemy to let me down. But, our Christian brothers and sisters do let 

us down. We’re close to them so sometimes even the smallest of offenses stings. Our 

relationship expectations are high, and thus we are frequently disappointed. It is 

sometimes truly more difficult to love our Christian family. 

Theologian Karl Barth was once asked, “Is it true that we’ll see our loved ones in 

heaven when we die?” He answered, “Not just the loved ones.”
1
 His point is well taken. 

We just don’t love all Christians as we ought. Consider how often the Lord commands 

us, as Christians, to love one another: 

• John 15:12: This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you. 
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• John 15:17: These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 

• Romans 12:10: Love one another with brotherly affection. 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10: Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for 

anyone to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one 

another, for that indeed is what you are doing to all the brothers throughout 

Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and more…. 

• Hebrews 13:1: Let brotherly love continue. 

• 1 Peter 1:22: Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 

sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart. 

• 1 Peter 4:8-9: Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a 

multitude of sins. 

This is just a small sampling of the verses on brotherly love. The scope of the Bible’s 

teaching on brotherly love shows us both its importance and its difficulty to truly 

practice. 

 

The Character of Love 

 

In vv. 4-7, Paul gives us fifteen attributes of love. Not meant to be a comprehensive list, 

it is nonetheless meant to challenge us to love better. 

 First, love is patient. The King James captures the meaning well, “Charity [love] 

suffereth long.” That’s a good way to put it. Love is not quick to get all riled up. It’s not 

hasty to exact revenge. It’s not easily angered. It’s not impatient. Love means that you 

bear a long, long time with those who are weak. It means that you are patient with 

difficult, sinful, thoughtless, disrespectful, rude, unloving people. When it comes to the 

sanctification of our fellow Christians, for example, love is willing to wait it out. Love 

does not demand everything from everybody all at once. Love is patient. 

 Second, love is kind. Loving people are pleasant to deal with. They are easy to 

approach. Loving people care about others. They ask about others. They do things for 

others. Love is gracious and tender. 

 Third, love does not envy. Love does not begrudge anyone their possessions or 

place in life. Love is not disappointed when someone else’s gifts or successes are greater 

than our own. Instead it rejoices with them. Love does not think, “That should have been 

me.” Pastors do this when they envy other pastors’ churches (“Look at his church… look 

at their numbers and buildings and success… I’m more deserving than he is!). Parents do 

this when they envy other children (“Look at their kids… well behaved, well dressed, 

never late, always courteous… why not mine?”). You can envy other people’s homes, 

vacations, jobs, and lives. You can do it. You can envy, but that is not love. Love does 

not envy. 

 Fourth, love does not boast. It thinks very little of the applause of men. It does not 

self promote. Loving people do not brag or speak only about themselves and their own 

success. Love never says, “Look at me!” Instead, love looks to praise and promote others 

before ourselves. 

 Fifth, love is not arrogant. This word, “arrogant,” is used seven times in the New 

Testament, six of those seven times are in 1 Corinthians. Arrogance was a special 

problem for them. They thought too highly of themselves and too little of others. In 1 

Corinthians 8:1, Paul says that “knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.” The word for 
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puffs up is that same word, arrogant. Literally, to be arrogant is to be puffed up. In 8:1, 

Paul is not pitting love against knowledge, but he is saying that knowledge without love 

is always going to be a tragedy. It’s going to lead to arrogance, to puffing up, to an 

inflated view of one’s self. 

 This is a very real challenge for seminarians, Bible teachers, pastors, and church 

leaders. I have to preach against arrogance to myself frequently. There is a very thin line 

between teaching God’s word with boldness and gospel clarity - and arrogance. There is 

a very thin line between leading the church with wisdom and conviction - and 

condescension. Love is not arrogant. It is humble. 

 Sixth, love is not rude. This means that the loving person does not joke coarsely, 

does not needlessly offend, and does not disregard the feelings of others. 

 Seventh, love does not insist on its own way. This is a tough one, isn’t it? We tend 

to want to say, “It’s my way or the highway.” It’s hard to say, “Yes, let’s do it your way.”  

 Regarding life in Christian community, Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “The person 

who’s in love with their vision of community will destroy community. But the person 

who loves the people around them will create community everywhere they go.” That is to 

say, if you love your vision of what Christian community ought to be so much that you 

insist upon it, then you will, by your insistence, serve to do damage to that community. If, 

on the other hand, you simply love those around you, you do a greater service in building 

community. 

 Love does not insist on its own way. This is the nature of true Christian 

fellowship and community. This is the nature of every good marriage. This is the nature 

of every truly loving relationship. 

 Eighth, love is not irritable. Love is not thin-skinned or temperamental. If you are 

the kind of person that everyone else feels like they are walking on eggshells around, that 

is not good. If every little thing sets you off, that’s not love. Love is not irritable. 

 Ninth, love is not resentful. The NIV says, “Love keeps no record of wrongs.” 

Peter says, “Love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 4:8). By that he does not mean that 

love ignores sin, but that love is full of forbearance and forgiveness. Love forgets sin in 

the sense that it does not hold it against someone in our actions and affections toward 

them. This doesn’t mean that anything goes. A pastor who commits adultery ought not be 

quickly, if ever, restored on the grounds of love covering a multitude of sins. But, he can 

still be loved and forgiven, even if not restored. 

 The evangelical Bible scholar D. A. Carson tells the story of how a Christian 

friend of his confronted him about how he had sinned against him and deeply offended 

him many years ago. The sin was small, if a sin at all. Carson, a native French speaker, 

had corrected the man’s French pronunciation during a conversation they had one day. 

That was it. That was the sin. His friend took offense and held a grudge for quite a long 

time. Years later he finally decided to confront Carson about it. Carson writes: 

 

I immediately apologized for having offended him, however unwittingly. But at 

the same time, I could not help thinking… that there was something profoundly 

evil about nurturing a resentment of this order for many years…. It would have 

been the mark of Christian maturity if he had simply loved me, forgiven me. Love 

covers over a multitude of sins (1 Pet. 4:8), both real and imagined.
2
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Love is not resentful. It keeps no record of wrongs. It forgives. 

 Tenth, love does not rejoice at wrongdoing. Love takes no pleasure in the sins of 

others. In fact, it takes no pleasure in sin at all. Instead it grieves over sin. 

 Eleventh, love rejoices with the truth. It has nothing to do with lying and 

falsehood. It rejects gossip. 

 And twelfth through fifteenth, love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things. Love has a steadfast fortitude. Love digs its heels in deep and 

stays firmly planted, even when things are hard, when people are difficult, and when love 

is the last thing you want to do. In his sermon on this text, Martin Luther says: 

 

Love excuses every failing in all men, however weak, unjust or foolish one may 

be…, and no one can be guilty of a wrong too great for it to overlook. But none 

can do right in the eyes of the haughty, who ever find something to belittle and 

censure as beyond toleration, even though they must hunt up an old fence to find 

the injury.
3
 

 

Not only does love patiently bear with all things, love also hopes and believes all things. 

Love is not cynical. Love is full of faith and hope. Love believes that God’s promises are 

true – both for me and my neighbor. 

 

Jesus Is Patient… 
 

If love to God and neighbor is the sum of God’s righteous law, then surely a lack of love 

to God and to our neighbor is at the heart of all of our problems, all of our woes, all of 

our sin. The remedy to our lack of love, therefore, is the same remedy for our sin – the 

gospel. 

 When we do love, we magnify the gospel. Jesus tells his disciples, “A new 

commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also 

are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one another” (John 13:34-35). The gospel is magnified among us when we 

love one another, not because we somehow “live” the gospel (we don’t proclaim the 

gospel by how we live), but because we “live in light of” the gospel. When we love one 

another because God has first loved us, the gospel is magnified and our love becomes a 

marker to the world of God’s love. 

 Ultimately, Jesus is the remedy to all of our lack of love and abundance of sin. On 

our own we are utterly incapable of love, but Christ has lived and loved perfectly where 

we have failed. Jesus is patient and kind; Jesus does not envy or boast; he is not arrogant 

or rude. Jesus does not insist on his own way; he is not irritable or resentful; he does not 

rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Jesus bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

 Trust in Jesus. Remember God’s love for you. Respond to that great love by 

loving others. Long for the day when love will be complete as we meet our Lord in His 

eternal kingdom. And finally, remember the indescribable truths of the gospel: 

 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For 

one will scarcely die for a righteous person – though perhaps for a good person 
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one would dare even to die – but God shows his love for us in that while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his 

blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while 

we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 

now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also 

rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 

received reconciliation (Romans 5:6-11). 
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