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Review: 
 
 
THE FAMILY OF TERAH 
 
 This Toldot is a prelude (Genesis 11: 27-32) to the story of Abraham and 
begins the history of the nation Israel.  
 

 
 
   
 
THE CALL OF ABRAM AND THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT 

 
The Hebrew texts  (Genesis 12: 1-3) state this calling as Lech-Lecha or get 

you!  ֶלְך־ְלָ֛ך 
 
It literally means, “go for your benefit.” The blessing will only come after he 
comes into the land of Canaan.  
 
GENERAL INSIGHTS 
 
 There are several general insights we need to stress from this whole 
passage (Genesis 12: 10-20) before we move forward.  
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First we must realize that the Lord God is in complete control of His 
creation. Though God is Absolute Sovereign over all creation and history, He 
has a "determined plan for the whole world" and no one can alter His purposes 
(Isaiah 14:26- 27).  God says, “What He has planned, He will accomplish” 
(Isaiah 46:11). And, He "works out everything in conformity with the purpose of 
His will" (Ephesians 1:11); "Surely as I have planned, so it will be, and as I have 
purposed, so it will stand" (Isaiah 14:24).  Sovereignty also extends to the 
providence of God whereby He sustains all creatures, giving them life and 
removing life as He pleases (Deuteronomy 32:39). In sovereignty, all things 
were created for the glory of God and all things exist for Him (Revelation 4:11).  
 Second, Abram went down to Egypt and engaged in a sinful practice of 
not trusting God for his circumstances. He was promised a blessing in Canaan 
not in Egypt. His faith was not mature. Therefore, the Bible says that going 
down to Egypt for help will result in problems (Isaiah 31: 1; Jeremiah 46: 25-
26). 

Third, going down to Egypt is a biblical illustration (type) for one 
choosing to follow their own inclination in troubling times instead of relying on 
God for solving our circumstances. Abram’s faith was seriously tried and he 
failed. Under testing Abram substituted the promise of God for the world’s way 
of solving our circumstances. For Abram’s descent into Egypt foreshadows a 
biblical prophecy that his descendants will experience the same pattern of 
famine, journey and descent to Egypt (Genesis 15: 13-14). We can look at this as 
leaving the high peak of promise in Canaan and descending into Egypt. Spiritual 
declining leaves the best of what God has given us to the deplorable state of sin. 

 
THE DESCENT INTO EGYPT 
 
Sarai was sixty-five years old at this time and it attests to fact that she was 

very attractive throughout her life. Sarai had a special blessing since she would 
bring forth a promised heir to Abram’s covenant at an advanced age. This beauty 
may let us see that God caused her to age more slowly than normal. 

Abram was fearful of losing his life due to the Egyptians practice of 
abducting desirable women from their families for their own purposes. The 
archeological archives affirm this practice. So Abram’s initial lack of faith in 
leaving Canaan now leads to further sins by trying to preserve himself. He 
believes the Egyptians will kill him to take her. The sins continue in that he asks 
her to lie. Typically, the Egyptians would kill a husband but would negotiate 
with a near relative for a desirable woman. So his lie is now transferred to Sarai 
buy asking her to lie for him. He knows that he can get away (be well for me) 
and she can be with the Egyptians in a marriage of some sort. This further 
complicates the situation as lies always do. Abram must live the lie. 
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The situation Abram feared begins to unfold. The Common Egyptians see 
Sarai’s beauty and tell some governmental officials who in turn relate this to 
Pharaoh. Since there was no need for the Pharaoh to bargain as he was supreme 
in the land he simply took her thinking she was a sister (half-truth) of Abram not 
a wife. Pharaoh did try and pay for her. The ancient law code stated that if the 
father was dead the brother, as legal guarding was responsible for her well-
being. So Pharaoh deals well with Abram well for her sake.  

Pharaoh takes her into his harem, which results in plagues. The biblical 
text does not specify the plagues. The Bereshit Rabbah (41: 2) says that the 
plague was either leprosy or a severe skin condition making sexual intercourse 
impossible thus preserving the purity of Sarai for Abram. Even though Pharaoh 
may be seen as an innocent victim in this situation, the Covenant God made with 
Abram was going to be fulfilled. The Covenant is unconditional and God 
intervenes to insure its preservation. Whatever God promises will always come 
to pass. 

Once the plague happens Pharaoh realizes that taking Sarai into his harem 
caused it. This could have been by divine message as God used the next time 
Abram did the same thing with Abimelech (Genesis 20: 3). 

Pharaoh begins to rebuke Abram for causing this. He asks him three strong 
questions. 

 
1. What is this that you have done unto me? 
2. Why did you not tell me she was your wife? 
3. Why did you say, she is my sister, so I took her to be my wife? 

 
Pharaoh expelled both Abram and Sarai from Egypt. Normally they would 

have been executed. Since Abram had divine protection Pharaoh sensed that and 
did not was to deal with it any more for fear of additional plagues. The expulsion 
resulted in a royal escort accompanied with many gifts. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
Abram was given riches for Sarai’s sake. He received seven things. 
 
1. Sheep 
2. Oxen 
3. She-asses (female donkeys) 
4. He-asses (male donkeys) 
5. Men-servants 
6. Maidservants. 
7. Camels 
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Prosperity does not automatically mean divine blessing for proper actions. 
Abram got all this through subterfuge. We do not always know why God 
chooses to bless some of His children materially. It is His sovereign choice 
(Romans 9: 15-16).  

God promised Abram to bless him as part of the Covenant and was doing 
so. Even though Abram failed, God fulfilled His promise. Hagar the Egyptian 
was probably acquired during this time when Pharaoh gave Abram the 
maidservants. By trying to “give away” his wife, Sarai, Abram acquired Hagar, 
who later became his slave-wife (Genesis 16:1-2) at Sarai’s insistence. The 
promises of the Abrahamic covenant can be seen as operative here. Pharaoh was 
cursed for cursing Abram and Abram was blessed regardless of his wrong 
activities. This is an example of the type of the nation Israel. They sin and are 
overall blessed. The Covenant promised he would be blessed and it is 
unconditional. 

 
Today’s Message: 

 
ABRAHAM WALKING BY FAITH & LOT WALKING BY SIGHT 
 

Genesis 13: 1-18 And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, 
and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the South. And Abram 
was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. And he went on his 
journeys from the South even to Beth-el, unto the place where his 
tent had been at the beginning, between Beth-el and Ai, unto the 
place of the altar, which he had made there at the first: and there 
Abram called on the name of Jehovah. And Lot also, who went with 
Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. And the land was not able 
to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their substance was 
great, so that they could not dwell together. And there was a strife 
between the herdsmen of Abram's cattle and the herdsmen of Lot's 
cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelt then in the land. 
And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between 
me and thee, and between my herdsmen and thy herdsmen; for we 
are brethren. Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I 
pray thee, from me. If thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to 
the right. Or if thou take the right hand, then I will go to the left. And 
Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the Plain of the Jordan, that it 
was well watered every where, before Jehovah destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah, like the garden of Jehovah, like the land of Egypt, as 
thou goest unto Zoar. So Lot chose him all the Plain of the Jordan; 
and Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves the one from 
the other. Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the 
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cities of the Plain, and moved his tent as far as Sodom. Now the men 
of Sodom were wicked and sinners against Jehovah exceedingly. 
And Jehovah said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from 
him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art, 
northward and southward and eastward and westward: for all the 
land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 
And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: So that if a man 
can number the dust of the earth, then may thy seed also be 
numbered. Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the 
breadth of it; for unto thee will I give it. And Abram moved his tent, 
and came and dwelt by the oaks of Mamre, which are in Hebron, 
and built there an altar unto Jehovah (ASV 1901). 

 
During the life of Abraham the most influential dynasty in Egypt was in 

control. It was Dynasty XI of Thebes. It endured for 143 years between 2035 and 
1892 B.C. The most powerful ruler during the course of this dynasty's duration 
was Mentuhotpe II. He ruled a period of fifty-one years from 1962 to 1911 B.C. 
(The Turin Canon papyrus). These fifty-one years are during the time when 
Abraham moved to Canaan. The text says that Abram and his entourage went up 
out of Egypt. It actually means that he went north into the southern region of 
Israel. He left Thebes the Ancient capital where pharaoh’s court was located. He 
went through the Negev or desert area also known as the wilderness. 

 

 

Thebes 
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Prior to this, the writer of this section of Genesis does not tell us that Lot 
went with Abram to Egypt. We know it from Genesis 13: 5 that his nephew Lot 
came out of Egypt with him. As the story proceeds it emphasizes Abram’s 
wealth. Actually this is the first mention of wealth in the Bible. He began to 
experience material wealth promised to him in the Abrahamic Covenant that 
Jehovah God made with him (Genesis 12:3). Most of the gold, silver, and cattle 
were gotten through pharaoh when he expelled Abram from his court. So he left 
the Negev and then moved on north to Bethel, which is more productive 
farmland in the Hill Country. It also had spiritual significance due to the fact he 
erected the first altar to Jehovah there. The text says he called on the name of 
Jehovah, which was restorative to his relationship with God for his disobedience 
by entering Egypt and disavowing his wife Sarai. 
 
THE STRIFE WITH LOT 

 
What follows here is an explicit example of the deep nature of Abram’s 

faith. This is one of the best in the Bible. Even though Abram sinned greatly he 
knew that Jehovah’s promises were assured. The conflict that we are about to 
examine demonstrates that Abram was internally satisfied and Lot was 
externally driven. The assurance of the promises of God vs. the drive for the 
material is acted out here. The spiritual comfort of Abram juxtaposed to the 
material physical motivators of Lot. Abram had learned that it was not by his 
own plan that he would come into the promises of God. We also are comforted 

                             Abram’s Destination in Canaan 
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in that we walk by faith not by sight (II Corinthians 5:7). This means that 
because of our assurance of the immortality in the promises of God we can let 
the material have a lesser importance in our lives. It will pass away. The Lord 
Jesus said it better than anyone. 

 
John 12:  25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth 
his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal (KJV). 

 
 Lot was blessed through the Abrahamic Covenant as God promised 
(Genesis 12 1-3). He has his own flocks, herds, and tents. The plural of tents 
indicates the he too had servants and slaves. He was not as wealthy as Abram. 
The problem cited in this section of Scripture was due to the fact that there was 
minimal arable land available that was not under the auspices of the Canaanites 
and their sub group the Perizzites. So with constricted land availability there 
arose a competitive situation between the two men’s herdsmen over the land use. 
Abram took the initiative to declare that there should be no strife between him 
and Lot, as they were breathern. They were close relatives and did not have a 
personal issue between them. Abram did not want one between their respective 
employees either so he made an unselfish offer to Lot. 
 
ABRAM’S OFFER AND THE SEPARATION 
 
 Abram, realizing that his physical blessings came from God and are 
transitory, offered that Lot take whatever piece of the land he chose first. Abram 
said to Lot, “Is not the whole land before you?” This was a rhetorical question of 
which the answer was Of Course! Lot got first choice. Abram realized that his 
life’s promises come from God as do all good and perfect things come from Him 
(James 1: 17).  Both men had material wealth. Abram had the wealth and it did 
not control him. Lot on the other hand viewed his wealth in a more possessive 
manner. Lot, walking by sight, picked his land on the basis of what appealed to 
him. His selection was self-seeking and self-gratifying. But as we shall see his 
choice became dangerous and short-lived, for all was not as it appeared to be on 
the surface. Abram, on the other hand, walking by faith, generously let Lot 
choose first. Abram in this instance was unselfish, trusting God. He had learned 
that it was not by his own plan that he would come into the possession, or by 
jealously guarding what was his. He acted righteously and generously. One who 
believes that God has promised to provide for him is not greedy, anxious, or 
covetous. 
 Lot looked over the Plain of Jordan and saw that it was well watered 
everywhere because God had not destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah yet. As the 
text tells us it was as fertile as the Nile Delta area. It is not now. It is dry and 
arid. Therefore, he chose what he thought was the best deal for himself. Again 
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this shows his materialistic nature. Lot then separated from Abram and 
journeyed to the east. So as the text tells us Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan 
right in the middle of the Canaanite territory with limited land for his entourage 
and livestock. Lot moved his tents to the cities of the Plain and moved his tent as 
far as Sodom. So while he still lived in a tent he had not moved entirely into the 
city of Sodom. He was near it though, living on the edge as it were. 
 The Bible now tells us “The men of Sodom were wicked.” It does not 
seem that Lot was aware of their wickedness at this time. The men of Sodom 
were exceedingly outwardly wicked. The Hebrew word for a wicked man is 
 Rasha. We can compare the high degree of human wickedness just prior to ֶרַׁשע
the Flood to the men of Sodom prior to their destruction. God will not allow this 
extreme wickedness to endure for long. As the earth moves to increasing 
wickedness on a global basis God is setting the stage for its destruction through 
the Great Tribulation. One of the reasons for the Great Tribulation is to make 
and end of sin (Daniel 9: 24). These prior Godly judgments, which resulted in 
divine destructions, are models or types of the coming Great Tribulation. This is 
the first step in Lot’s descent into sin. This is a valuable lesson for us to see the 
incremental steps of a person descending into sin. James also tells us the steps in 
a similar manner.  
 

James 1: 12-16 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for 
when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love him. Let no man say when he is 
tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath 
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death. Do not err, my beloved brethren (KJV). 

 
Lot in a like manner when through five steps to a major sin. 
 

1. He looked toward Sodom (materialistic lust) 
2. He chose the area of Sodom (enticement) 
3. He pitched his tent near Sodom (moving closer to the sin) 
4. He moved into Sodom (entering the sin) 
5. Sat at the Gate of Sodom meaning full citizenship and a town elder (sin is 

fully developed to the point of death) 
 
NEXT WEEK: THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT RESTATED AND AFFIRMED 
 
Please Call or e-mail with any questions or 
comments.Daniel.Woodhead@pentwaterbiblechurch.com 616-928-0974 


