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Friend Day, March 8, 2015 
The Strait Gate 
by C Benjamin Dill 

 
Good morning, Lighthouse and friends!  Are you 
ready for the Word of God this morning? 
 
Luke 13:22-30 
22  And he went through the cities and villages, 
teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem.  
23  Then said one unto him, Lord, are there 
few that be saved? And he said unto them,  
24  Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for 
many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and 
shall not be able.  
25  When once the master of the house is risen 
up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to 
stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, 
Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer 
and say unto you, I know you not whence ye 
are:  
26  Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten 
and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast 
taught in our streets.  
27  But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not 
whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers 
of iniquity.  
28  There shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the 
kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.  
29  And they shall come from the east, and 
from the west, and from the north, and from the 
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south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of 
God.  
30  And, behold, there are last which shall be 
first, and there are first which shall be last.  
 
Today’s message is clearly and concisely about one 
thing; that one thing is:  
  

Who gets to go to heaven? 
 
Oh, I know I could talk about friendship today and 
the value of real friendship and the principles of 
gaining real friendships and the keeping and 
preserving of real friendships and how that Jesus is 
the best friend there ever was or ever will be…and 
all that would be true and fitting for this great day of 
celebrating our friends. 
 
However, that is not what we are concerned about 
the most. That also is not what Jesus is concerned 
about the most. 
 
What I want most for my friends above and beyond 
everything else; above their prosperity, above their 
good health, above their achieving their goals in life; 
above all else…is the same thing the great Apostle 
Paul in the Bible wanted for those he loved. 
 
Romans 10:1-4 
1  Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to 
God for Israel is, that they might be saved.  
2  For I bear them record that they have a zeal 
of God, but not according to knowledge.  
3  For they being ignorant of God's 
righteousness, and going about to establish 
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their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God.  
4  For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth.  
 
Friends, I am going to heaven! It’s a sure thing! It’s a 
done deal! It’s already paid for and under contract! I 
have it in writing from God himself that I am going to 
heaven when I die. 
 
If you die without Jesus; our friendship is over! 
I can’t reach out to you, I can’t help you…I won’t 
even be able to pray for you. 
 
All I can do is mourn for you because you would not 
listen to the best news, you would not receive the 
best gift, and you would not care enough about 
yourself to make sure you were going to heaven too. 
 
I cannot change the answer to the question Jesus 
was asked; yes, there are few that be saved.  
What I can do is show you how to make sure that 
you are included in that few who are saved! 
 
Jesus talked about who would and would not be 
saved a lot; look with me at what He said in Matthew 
as well: 
 
Matthew7:13-23 
13  Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat:  
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14  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find it.  
15  Beware of false prophets, which come to 
you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves.  
16  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?  
17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth 
good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
fruit.  
18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.  
19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  
20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know 
them.  
21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven.  
22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in thy name and in thy 
name have cast out devils? and in thy name 
done many wonderful works?  
23  And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity.  
 
Yes, there are truly few that be saved.  If you are to 
be included in those few who are saved, there are 
some things you need to understand about these 
scriptures.  
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Today we will seek the answers to the three most 
important questions these verses present. 
 
Question #1: 
 
I. What is this strait gate? 
  
A.  This strait gate is the place where many will seek 
to enter in. 
 
1. Luke 13:24  Strive to enter in at the strait 
gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to 
enter in, and shall not be able.  
 
2.  There will come a day in your life that you 
will recognize this strait gate and you will seek 
to enter in. 
 
B. This strait gate is very strait. 
 
1. Greek is “stenos” meaning narrow. 
 
2. This gate is narrow because there is no 
other way! 
 
3. Not only is the way itself narrow, the 
conditions of entrance are narrow as well. 
 
4.  So narrow that only one at a time may pass; 
neither your Church or your family or your 
friends may carry you through. 
 
5.  This gate must be opened for you; from the 
inside. 
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6.  No workers of iniquity may enter in. 
 
C. This strait gate is called also by other names. 
 
1. This strait gate is also called the way. 
Matthew 7:14  Because strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it.  
 
2. I believe Jesus said He was the way! 
John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.  
 
3. This strait gate is also called the door.  
Luke 13:25  When once the master of the 
house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, 
and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at 
the door… 
 
4. I believe Jesus said He was the door! 
John 10:1-2  
1  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but 
climbeth up some other way, the same is a 
thief and a robber.  
2  But he that entereth in by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep.  
 
…and in verse 9 Jesus said: 
 
John 10:9  I am the door: by me if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and 
out, and find pasture.  
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5. Have you figured it out?  Jesus is the Narrow 
Way, He is the Door, He is the Strait Gate, He is the 
Life, He is the truth, and He is the Master of the 
house; He is the Alpha and the Omega, He is the 
King of Kings, He is the Lord of Lords…! 
 
6. It is to Jesus that every knee shall bow and it is to 
Jesus that every tongue shall confess; that includes 
your tongue! 
 
Question #2: 
 
II. Why are the many unable to enter in? 
 
A. Is it because they cannot find it? 
 
1. Matthew 7:14  Because strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it. 
 
2. Even if that were the case with most, it is 
certainly not the case with you; the strait gate 
is wide open before every one of you this very 
morning. 
 
3. Is it because they have not the price of 
admission? 
 
4. Oh, the price is much too high for any of us; 
but Jesus has already paid it for us and stands 
by ready to give you admission as a free gift. 
 
B. Right now the strait gate is open. 
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1. The reason the many are not able to enter in 
is because the Master is going to shut the 
door. 
  
2. Whichever term is used to refer to it…When 
once the master of the house is risen up, and 
hath shut to the door…that’s it, it’s over. 
 
3. Folks, Jesus is coming! 
 
4. Some say, “Yeah, y’all been preaching that 
for hundreds of years.” 
 
5. Even if the next coming of Jesus is not for 
some time yet, this door could close for you at 
any moment. 
 
6. Yes, you could die; we see it happen all 
around us every day; and the door is closed. 
 
7. Even if not, why should God ever call you 
again if you refuse Him today?  
 
8. If you reject Him today and he never calls 
you again…the door is closed. 
 
C. One thing is sure; this door is going to close! 
 
1. “But Lord, Lord, I came to Friend Day, I 
experienced your presence; I ate and drank 
with your people.” 
 
2. “But Lord, Lord, I came and worked at the 
Church, I even gave some.” 
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3. “But Lord, Lord, I taught others, I preached 
to others, I spoke in tongues, I prayed and saw 
miracles…my good surely outweighs my 
bad…Lord, Lord, don’t you remember me?” 
 
4. No matter what you have ever done or how 
religious you have ever been… 
 
5. If you have never placed your trust in Jesus; 
in His death, burial and resurrection; in the 
price He paid to save you from your sins… 
 
6. You will hear…Depart from me; I never 
knew you! 
 
7. And there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth! 
 
Question #3: 
 
III. What is this will of God that we must do? 
 
Matthew 7:21  Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven.  
 
A.  This “will of God” is very clear. 
 

1. John 6:40  And this is the will of him that 
sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, 
and believeth on him, may have everlasting 
life: and I will raise him up at the last day.  
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2. 1John 3:23  And this is his commandment, 
That we should believe on the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ, … 
 
B.  What is to “believe” according to this 
command? 
 
1. Believe is to trust. It’s a different word than 
the English word we use daily.  

2.  pisteuo  

pist-yoo'-o 

From G4102; to have faith (in, upon, or with 
respect to, a person or thing), that is, credit; by 
implication to entrust (especially one’s spiritual 
well being to Christ): - believe (-r), commit (to 
trust), put in trust with. 

 
3. Believing the Gospel is about your sin, not 
your situation.   
 
4. 1Corinthians 15:1  Moreover, brethren, I 
declare unto you the gospel… 
3  …how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures;  
4  And that he was buried, and that he rose 
again the third day according to the Scriptures:  
 
5. It’s your sin that’s got you on the wrong side 
of the strait gate! 
 
6. The will of God is that you put your trust in 
Christ to save you from your sins. 
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7. This is the door, this is the narrow way, this 
is the straight gate…this is the only way 
anyone ever has been or ever will be saved; 
this is the choice that is set before you today. 
 
 
Conclusion:   Will you believe? 
 
The scripture says “strive to enter in.” 
 
 All the striving is going on right now. The 
way is before you; the Spirit of God 
beckons you. The power of the gospel has 
electrified your soul. 
 
Your flesh screams, “Get me out of here!” 
But your spirit yearns for peace. 
 
Which will it be? 
 
Broad gate or narrow gate? The world or 
Jesus? Which will it be? 
 
Which will it be? 
 
 


