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Haggai : The Word of God PT 2
Pastor Jose F. Maldonado Hillburn Drive Grace Baptist Church March 8, 2015 AM
“In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the word of the LORD
by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech,
the high priest, saying, 2 Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time
that the LORD'S house should be built. 3 Then came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying.”

Haggai 1:1-3

We continue this morning to speak on the Word of God as we zero in on verses 1 and 3
where it says, “…in the first day of the month, came the word of the LORD …” “Then came the word of the
LORD by Haggai the prophet …” We mentioned in our introduction and last week that the
people were demonstrating a cold and lethargic spirit, that instead of being concerned
about obeying God and finishing the temple, they stopped and put more emphasis on
their own lives and concerns thinking they could put God in the back burner. 16 years of
silence and then God decides to speak and what a message did He bring to this people. I
said last week that the 16 years of silence reminds me of the Reformation, where prior to
that time it was called the dark ages, not because they lived like cavemen so to speak, but
because the Word of God was kept from the people, that is; it was not in the common
language of the people and unless you knew Latin you were in complete darkness. Please
remember that back then, there was no religious freedom as we have in this country, no,
back then the Roman Catholic Church was the church and state. The Roman Catholic
Church was in charge of the government and in charge of the church. It was the Roman
Catholic way or death, if you made the Bible the final authority, death would follow, go read
history and see how many were put to death by the Roman Catholic Church.

We know that the Reformation helped rediscover the importance of the Bible and its
glorious truths! We know that 3 precious teachings followed that were known as the Sola’s
of the Reformation. Sola Scriptura; Scriptures Alone, Sola Fide which is Faith Alone and
Sola Gratia, which Grace Alone.

The other 2 were added in the middle of the 20th century which are Solus Christo or Soli
Christus which is Christ Alone and Soli Deo Gloria which is to the Glory of God.

What came out of the Reformation was the importance of the Scriptures, that is; the
Preeminence of the Scriptures in the life of believers and then of course the Preaching of
the Scriptures for the Salvation of sinners. Thus, the importance of the WORD of God.

Back to Haggai, the people had grown weary and lazy and finally became lethargic to the
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things of God and lost sight of the importance of God’s Word. For 16 years there was
silence and then God SPOKE through His WORD! Notice that it was the LORD of HOSTS
that spoke to them, the LORD of Heaven and Earth spoke to them, the LORD of the
Armies of Heaven. 14 times the phrase Lord of Hosts is used in this book. To my
amazement the word LORD in caps which means Jehovah and or Yahweh is used 31
times in 38 verses. This speaks volumes, that is; the Covenant keeping God, the LIVING
and TRUE GOD is conveying His heart’s desire to these people by the means of HIS
WORD! God was speaking to them and thanks be to God that God still speaks to us. Yes,
God speaks to us through HIS WORD, that Bible you hold in your hands this morning! So I
ask again, what part does the Word of God have in your life?

We also said that 6 times reference is also made to the WORD of GOD and 5 times we
have the phrase in this small book, “…came the word...” here in verse 1, in verse 3, 2:1,
10 and 20. Indicating that God stills speaks but it is qualified in the aspect of HIS WORD,
that is; the SCRIPTURES and not some audible voice, though we understand that during
this time period God still spoke in various means, but emphasis is made regarding the
Word of God. Oh my dear ones who name the name of Christ; please do not
underestimate the WORD of God and the important part it has for your Spiritual Growth. If
you’re lost, do not underestimate the WORD of God for your SALVATION! So we see
whether we are saved or lost we see the importance of the WORD of God in our lives.
God speaks to us by the means of His WORD!

The Bible is needful and essential for salvation, faith and knowledge of God. The truth
concerning God, Christ, Holy Spirit and salvation are of supreme importance. But how can
we know these truths? These truths can be known by ways, means or resources of the
Scriptures themselves. Therefore, the importance of the study of the Inspiration,
Revelation, Preservation of the Bible which includes the Authority, Sufficiency and
Illumination of the Bible along with the inerrancy and infallibility of the Word of God.

These truths concerning the Word of God are very important, for they are the rule of our
faith and practice. The Bible has always been attacked vehemently and are being attacked
today from without the Church as well as within the Church. As followers of the Lord Jesus
Christ do we not proclaim and believe that the Bible is our rule and faith of practice? Do
not we believe and proclaim the infallibility and inerrancy of the inspired Word of God? If
so, we must then ground ourselves on these particulars and have a godly conviction that
gives no space for compromise! If we compromise even at a small scale we begin at that
point to question the veracity and validity of God’s Word. Attacks on the Scriptures always
begin very subtly which finally lead to a denial of God’s Holy Word. We must hold fast to
the standard as set forth by the first phrase of our 1689 Confession of Faith regarding the



3

Holy Scriptures, “the Holy Scripture is the only sufficient, certain and infallible rule of all
saving knowledge, faith and obedience.”

Attacks upon the Word of God concerning its Inspiration, Infallibility, Inerrancy and
Authority have been a battle for hundreds of years. It seems more now than any other time
in the past, that the question of Inspiration and Authority has become the great theological
battlefield among professing Christendom. Remember again the very first attack of the
Devil himself was against the Word of God, “…yea hath God said…” Gen.3:1.

There is no controversy as predominate as that surrounding the Bible. It comes down to
this issue; regardless of the simplicity of the person, or the academics of the person, the
matter must be answered from the prospective of either believing what God has said, or
what the scholarly man says? Either God has providentially kept His word preserved for
us, thus, inspired, authoritative and sufficient or He has not? I believe He has and I am
fully persuaded and convinced He indeed has! 250 years ago the answer to this question
was quite uncomplicated, everyone agree as to the authenticity of the Scriptures, well at
least to those who were bona fide Christians, but we live in a time where the inspiration,
authority, preservation and sufficiency of the Bible is denied by many, even among
Evangelical Churches where in many churches the validity of the Bible is questioned. I
believe the Bible’s internal teaching concerning itself rather than that of the modern
scholars. As Paul would proclaim so do I, “…let GOD be true, but every man a liar...”
Romans 3:4.

The Word of God claims for itself such as authority, inspiration and sufficiency as set forth
and based upon numerous passages e.g., John 10:35; 17:17; Mark 12:24; Luke 4:17-21;
16:27-31; Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; James 1:25; 1 Peter 1:23; 2:2; Acts 17:11-13; 20:20-32;
Psalm 19, 119; Prov.30:5; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; 2 Peter 1:3, 2:19-21; Matthew 4:4-10; 5:17-
20; 12:18-27; 26:52-54; Luke 10:25-26; 16:17; I Thess.2:13; Rev.19:13.

Yes, that Bible you hold in your hands; how much does that book really mean to you? How
much do you value it? While you think about this, consider the fact that this book, we call
the Holy Scriptures, is perhaps the bloodiest book of all history. For many of its writers, sad
to say, death was the end result of their labor. For others, following centuries after the
Bible was completed, those who sought to translate and fought to preserve its integrity,
would forfeit their own lives. Yes, this book which you hold in your hand was purchased
with the price of blood. In Revelation when speaking of Christ coming back it says, “And
he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.”
Rev.19:13. May this cause us to have a deeper appreciation for its worth and its message!
Oh to God that we would not become like those of Haggai’s day, that is; but that we would
have a love and desire for the Word of God.
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Now, these challenges which we face today regarding the attacks on the Word of God are
rooted in a number of sources and in particular: German rationalism, higher criticism, and
the enlightenment thought which evolved into what is called Christian liberalism today. In
the 1800’s two German philosophers Immanuel Kant and Albrecht Ritschl doubted the
supernatural aspect of the Word of God and it authority, insisting that experience is the
only proper basis to judge anything. A third German philosopher-theologian Friedrich
Schleiermacher published a book entitled, The Christian Faith. A deceptive innocent
sounding title, in it he stressed the importance of subjective feelings against authoritative
teachings of the Bible as the means of arriving to a knowledge of truth. These
philosophers were following the footsteps of the rationalism ideas of David Hume who died
in 1776, which exalted man’s reason above everything else. Therefore, in their minds
everything including God and His Bible could be judged by man’s intellect and reason. The
age of reason had arrived in the 1700’s which is also called the age of enlightenment
along with the scientific revolution and therefore attacks on the Bible were increasing.

Then of course in 1859 Charles Darwin’s Origin of the Species was published. 10 years
later in 1869 T. H. Huxley popularized Darwin’s ideas and coined the word ‘AGNOSTIC’ to
refer to anyone who believe that there is no evidence for the existence of God. Of course
the word agnostic really means, without knowledge. 9 years after Huxley’s book came out
in 1878 German Theologian Julius Wellhausen published his History of Israel which is still
the basic textbook of what is known as ‘higher criticism.’ The end result is that, thought the
Bible is a very valuable book, it is nothing more than another ancient book full or errors
and contradictions.

I would like to go back to the one who is called the father of liberalism which is recognized
as Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768-1834), professor of theology at the University of Berlin.
As he started to unite many popular philosophical systems with Christianity, he started to
distrust any form of authority. One writer makes this point concerning Schleiermacher, “But
he did not want to reject Christianity, recognizing that mankind needs religion.  He reasoned that
propositional revelation about God may be faulty or even nonexistent but, since man needs religious
experience, the outer shell of Christianity must be retained.  The Bible may be untrustworthy, shot
through with error, unreliable for developing a living framework, but it is still possible to experience God
through religious expressions.  The foundation may be gone, but somehow the walls are still standing. 
Such people are convinced that they encounter God as they connect with the ‘divine spark’ found in every
human, or through mystical practices, or through subjective experiences.  They are unconcerned with the
authority of Scripture—to them the Bible is riddled with errors, but that does not matter as long as they
can have an existential relationship with God—or at least, so they think.” No question that this also
has set forth the paradigm of the false gospel being propagated in our day among
Evangelical Churches, yea most Baptist Churches. In Iain H. Murray’s book
Evangelicalism Divided: A Record of Crucial Change in the Years 1950 to 2000, he
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discusses the beginning of Schleiermacher and its awful results. Speaking of
Schleiermacher, regarding his book “On Religion,” in 1799 Murray says, “His approach was
new: adopting the Romanticism of Rousseau and the pantheism of other contemporary philosophers,
Schleiermacher came forward to assert that religion is primarily not a matter of doctrine but rather of
feeling, intuition and experience. The religious instinct is an element in man’s nature independent of
thought, and by it all men are united to the ‘spirit of the universe’.” (Bold letters and underline mine
for emphasis) Here we are in the 21st century and this is still a primary problem among
Christendom, where in many, many churches they believe the Christianity is not about
doctrine but feelings and emotions based on experiences which has led to an easy
believism gospel or as Bonhoeffer has coined, “A Cheap Gospel!” Murray continues,
“Devotion to Christ, he taught, is the essence of true religion, and in order to come to feel devotion all that
is needed is faith. Yet faith, as he understood it, does not arise from truth and knowledge received from
without; it springs rather from man’s own intuition, from his own consciousness. To have faith,
therefore, requires no revealed truths, not authoritative Bible. But how can men discover such truths
as Christ’s virgin birth, his atoning death and resurrection outside of themselves? To this Schleiermacher
would reply that, whether these statements are truths or not, they are not necessary to evangelical
devotion. In other words, he remained committed to the starting point of his first book: the supposition that
true religion belongs essentially to the realm of experience – religion is a matter of a well-disposed heart
and devout feelings.” Of course you can easily see that Schleiermacher denies Total
Depravity. As we consider with some more quotes from Murray’s book, look at the
continual attack upon the Word of God by Schleiermacher which indeed continues today in
liberalism and modernism and post-modernism. “Instead of providing, as some thought, a bridge
for rationalism to return to Christianity, Schleiermacher disposed of the need for the revelation given in
Scripture.” He continues, “So instead of a straight denial of Scripture truths Schleiermacher simply did
away with the need for revealed truths and for an authoritative rule of faith. Christian experience
consists of life, not doctrine. It derives from Christ, to be sure, but it is a Christ within, not Christ
revealed in Scripture and by the Holy Spirit. The Bible is simply the ‘original interpretation of the
Christian feeling’ and by means of our own feeling we are free to add further interpretation.” (Bold
letters, yellow highlight and underline are mine for emphasis) Though some opposed
Schleiermacher his popularity grew immensely. The result Murray says, “A definition of
Christian which holds that creed and character have no necessary connection – that it matters not what
we believe so long as our hearts are right – was bound to be popular…The German public read with
approval in Schleiermacher such words as these: ‘many who believe that is, in an orthodox way [true
Christianity] are manifestly not freer from faults than others, but on the contrary; and I see many
unbelievers who are at best of men. Or again, ‘a religion without God may be better that another with
God’; ‘Christianity sets up no claim to be the only true religion. The teaching that unbelief does not
exclude anyone from heaven was welcome news in a country where the great men of culture had made
no pretense to being orthodox.” One last quote by Murray, “Schleiermacher is correctly viewed as the
chief source of the massive change which has occurred in the historic Protestant denominations during
the last two hundred years. Eighteenth-century rationalism rejected all truths which could not be squared
with human reason…Christianity, it was concluded, could be successful irrespective of whether Scripture
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was preserved as the Word of God, and this thought was appealing as the theological scholarship of the
nineteenth century became increasingly destructive. Further, it followed that, if it is the ‘eternal verities’
known to the human consciousness which constitute the essence of Christianity, then the ‘dogmas’ of
Scripture do not need to be preached. Indeed Schleiermacher barred doctrinal preaching from the pulpit.
Experience, not teaching, has to be the object of the preacher.”

The effects of Schleiermacher are still prevalent today. One writer says, “William James,
certainly no evangelical Christian, made an astute observation over one hundred years ago about the
encroachment of liberal thought within Christianity: The advance of liberalism, so-called, in Christianity,
during the past fifty years, may fairly be called a victory of healthy-mindedness within the church over the
morbidness with which the old hell-fire theology was more harmoniously related.  We have now whole
congregations whose preachers, far from magnifying our consciousness of sin, seem devoted rather to
making little of it.  They ignore, or even deny, eternal punishment, and insist on the dignity of man rather
than on the depravity of man.  They look at the continual preoccupation of the old-fashioned Christian
with the salvation of his soul as something sickly and reprehensible rather than admirable; and a
sanguine and ‘muscular’ attitude, which to our forefathers would have seemed purely heathen, has
become in their eyes an ideal element of Christian character.  I am not asking whether or not they are
right, I am only pointing out the change.” This evaluation has a current aspect to it and sounds
like the rampant of modernism, liberalism, yea postmodernism of our day. Sad to say but
many today in evangelicalism are saying the same thing. Taking a stand for the truth has
lost its voice and standard. John MacArthur makes this point, “It is no longer deemed
necessary to fight for the truth.  In fact, many evangelicals now consider it ill-mannered and uncharitable
to argue about any point of doctrine.”

This next quote hits the reality of it, “Liberalism has joined forces with postmodernism to challenge
the teachings of the Bible.  Meanwhile, many in evangelicalism are sitting on the sidelines wanting to be
tolerant and attempting to bully and intimidate any who advocate discernment.  It is little wonder then that
a new wave of liberalism is sweeping over Christianity.  The seeker-sensitive church has been seen by
many as just old liberalism in disguise, but that is not altogether true.  The seeker-sensitive church has
fudged on many biblical truths, but it still embraces most of the cardinal doctrines and still seeks to
proclaim the gospel, even if its message is often out of balance with the New Testament.  But the seeker-
sensitive church has given birth to a new movement being called the emergent church. The emergent
church is taking to logical conclusion what the seeker-sensitive church began.  All dressed up in post-
modern religious garb the emergent church is rapidly rejecting and undermining almost all biblical
theology.  In other words the emergent church is the new liberalism.  Evangelicalism is reaping what it
has sown.”

But you may ask, but Pastor Joe, “what about all the Mega-churches that are popping up
all over the place?” What about all the contemporary Christian music? You go to a
Christian book store and there are books for everything. Some say that ‘the Church’ is in
perhaps the greatest revival since Pentecost. I mean forget the First and Second Great
Awakenings, what is happening in our day is something of Pentecost. But where is the
truth, where is doctrine, where is the true gospel, etc.? The Gallop poll hit it on the nail
some years ago, “We are having a revival of feelings, but not of the knowledge of God.  The church
today is more guided by feeling than by convictions.  We value enthusiasm more than informed



7

commitment.”

This new wave of the seeker sensitive movement knows how to market and advertise the
Church. They have adapted in giving people what they want. Michael Horton writes,
“Throughout the prophetic literature, we notice a common theme—the false prophets tell the people what
they want to hear, baptize it with God’s name, and serve it up as God’s latest word to His people.”

Thus, in our day the Word of God had been discarded and has been replaced with the
‘feelings experience of old Schleiermacher.’ The preaching of the Bible has been swapped and
exchanged in many churches with pragmatism, entertainment, drama, concerts, comic
acts, dancing teams, etc. For a number of years psychology has replaced the gospel and
the authority of Scripture. The purpose of most churches is no longer sound doctrine and
teaching, but philosophical therapy and an increase in mysticism and extra-biblical
experiences and revelation which take the place of the BIBLE. I mean consider he movie,
“Heaven is for Real,’ and no I did not go see it. Also the book “23 minutes in Hell.” Sad to
say but many people, that is; religious people just eat it up, but the BIBLE? There is no
time to read it or to find out what does God have to say to me today?

So many are caught in this movement, but one writer makes this very important
observation, “We are told that Christians must shift their emphasis from objective truth to communal
experience, from rational argument to subjective appeal, from doctrinal orthodoxy to relevant practices. I
have reasoned…that this move is nothing less than fatal to Christian integrity and biblical witness. It is
also illogical philosophically.  We have something far better to offer as Bible-believing Christians.”

I hope that you see the severity of the battle that rages over the Word of God. Regardless
of the past and even present attacks on the Word of God we must arm ourselves with the
shield of faith and the Sword of God’s Holy Word. We must equip and support ourselves
with the Wisdom of God’s Word in order to combat and defend ourselves from these
vicious attacks on the Divine and Written Word! Consider this next quote, “In the past two
centuries the assaults against the Scriptures have become increasingly violent.” He continues to say
that we might be living in the time which the Apostle Paul wrote about, “Preach the word; be
instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away [their] ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables.” 2 Timothy 4:2-4.

Regardless of the cost we must be royal bearers of the standard which our Lord Jesus
Christ proclaimed without wavering conviction, “...THY WORD IS TRUTH.” John 17:17, or
else we find ourselves asking with Pilate, “...WHAT IS TRUTH?”

May we have a heart to set forth these glorious truths regarding the Word of God without
apology or compromise! May we also seek to set forth the testimony given to the
Scriptures by our Lord Jesus Christ and the other writers of the Bible and also by the
Church throughout its bloody history!

And let us also set forth the blessed supernatural characteristics that affirms and testify to
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the Divine origin of the Scriptures; which establishes its Sovereign Authority! May the
glorious truth of Scripture so inflame, enrapture and charm our hearts that it may be said
of us which is said of the Thessalonians, “…when ye received the word of God which ye
heard…ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which
effectually worketh also in you that believe.” I Thess. 2:13. Again let us not forget that the
great movement of the Reformation gave us that great doctrine enunciated from the
Reformers, “SOLA-SCRIPTURA” that is, SCRIPTURE ALONE! The Word of God is the
final authority in all things and thus the rule of our faith and practice! This basically means
that the ultimate yea, FINAL basis of authority and truth was Scripture.  In real simple
terms Scripture has the final say so over everything we believed and teach and the
principle where we are to live out those beliefs.  More than this, the Bible was seen as
authoritative and thus sufficient, therefore in vast simplicity the Word of God was adequate
to equip us for every good work, 2 Tim.3:16 & 17, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” 

In other words in Latin:

Deus locutus est!
God Hath Spoken!

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2
Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son…”

Let’s Pray:

Let’s Sing: Psalm 19:

Now, there is no doubt that we are living in these times where many have cast away the
LAW of the Lord and despised the WORD of GOD! We live in a day and time when many
justify the wicked. Isn’t true how sometimes the perpetrator of a crime becomes the victim
and the victim becomes the criminal. Then they take away the righteousness from the
righteous; just consider how they have removed the 10 commandments from schools and
government buildings, removed prayer from school and nativity scenes and things like
that. Sad that sometimes they justify the wicked for wretched bribes and then turn around
and deny justice for the innocent. Proverbs 17:15, “He that justifieth the wicked, and he that
condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to the LORD.”
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God help us as our country continues to spiral downward in wicked irreverence to God.
One writer says boldly I believe it was Gesenius, “Irreverence and deep wickedness are close
partners.” This I think is what Paul is conveying to us, when you see man carry out
wickedness to the fullness of their sinful propensity and at the same time are disrespectful
and irreverence towards God, no doubt, mark it down, good will be construed as evil in
their hearts and minds and evil will be construed as good in their hearts and minds. This is
I believe is the condition we are presently living; not only in our country but throughout the
world. Thus, it behooves us brethren to be light and salt to this dark and dying world. You
will be mock and ridiculed for you testimony in following the Lord Jesus Christ. Turn with
me to Matthew 5 and let us read the words of Christ together beginning at verse 10 to
verse 16 (read).

Regardless of times in which we live, we must be light and we must be salt in seeking to
glorify God. It doesn’t matter if people personalize sinful propensity, in other words, they
speak of evil as it was a person and say to evil, “Thou art good,” and they address good
and say to it, “Thou are evil.” Of course, they don’t do it with actual words, but through
their deeds and actions they believe and practice this. Edward Young in his commentary in
Isaiah says, “…even the most depraved of men will pay lip service to the truth and to right, but in their
actions will eradicate all moral distinctions.” This same people also call darkness, light and in the
place of light they call it darkness. This again is the progression and downward patter of all
those who suppress, the word of God, their conscience and creation, they WILL: Profess
themselves to be wise, and (WILL) changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an
image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping
things. The end result again of this downward pattern is that they professed to be wise, but
in reality they became prating and transparent fools! They really believe that there will be
no account given when they die. Isaiah 47:10 says, “For thou hast trusted in thy wickedness:
thou hast said, None seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee; and thou hast
said in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me.” Sinners are fools for thinking that they are
safe and no one will judge them, Spurgeon wrote that, “…The way to be a fool is to pretend to be
wise. A shortcut to wisdom is the confession of folly. The near way to folly is the profession of wisdom.”
Look at the fearful words in Psalm 50:1-7, 16-23.

They profess to be wise, but they are fools, “Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools.” The Greek word for fools is, ‘Moraino,’ from ‘Moros,’ we get our English word
moron from this. This word means to be foolish, to act foolish and to make foolish, be a
moron. Man rejects the light of God’s 3-fold witness and now presume upon themselves
wisdom, but in reality have become fools. All of creation screams in glorious harmony in a
loud chorus, there is a God, there is a God, there is a God, and in spite of the
overwhelming proof by this 3-fold witness man continues to suppress and deny the
irrefutable truth of this blessed revelation and choose to believe a lie instead of the truth.
One writer says, “The greatest fool in all the world is the person who exchanges God’s wisdom of truth
and light for man’s wisdom of deceit and darkness.”
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“Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.” This brings us to the “Brilliant” Fool,
Voltaire. Voltaire was a famous French philosopher who was an infidel. Voltaire made
wicked and despicable remarks about God and the Lord Jesus Christ and once said about
Christ, “Curse the wretch!” This is what happens when a person suppresses the truth of
God in order to justify their unrighteous behavior, wherein, they call good evil and evil
good. Voltaire lived in the period of history called intellectual history known as the
“Enlightenment.” From Precept Austin’s webpage, “In regard to what transpired during this time
regarding Christianity and the Holy Word, what a sad oxymoron - the "age of reason" gave birth in fact to
the "age of fools"!” Deism was the popular worldview of the Enlightenment. Deism
acknowledges the existence of God, but does not recognize God’s involvement in
providence. Deism acknowledges the creation of God, but God is not involved in the
affairs of the world. To the deist God is just some cosmic watchmaker, but is not involved
nor does God intervene in the affairs of man. Deism was sweeping Europe along with the
Enlightenment and in the midst of this sweeping epoch Voltaire proclaimed that within 50
years the Bible would be forgotten and Christianity would be a thing of the past saying, “I’ll
show you how one Frenchman can destroy it within 50 years. In 20 years Christianity will be no more, my
single hand shall destroy the edifice it took 12 apostles to rear.” God must have a sense of humor
because ironically or PROVIDENTIALLY some 20 years after Voltaire’s death in 1778, the
Geneva Bible Society purchases his house for printing Bibles and Christian literature.
Later it became the Paris headquarters for the British and Foreign Bible Society. The Bible
is still a best seller and Voltaire’s 6 volume set was once sold for a mere 90 cents. Voltaire
suppressed the 3-fold witness of God to the point of ridiculing the idea of life after death
and question if there even was a heaven or a hell. But as with all men, he finally faced
death and upon his death bed, he started to realize some things too late. Now, we will all
face death one day, all of you here this morning will one day face death and then what?
Nothing will matter except the fact that you know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. On
Voltaire’s death bed as one writer put it, “Voltaire had some of his most intelligent revelations as he
began to doubt his doubts! Would many skeptics follow his suit, but do so long before they draw their last
breath! Voltaire apparently began to question (this time correctly) whether there might in fact be a heaven
and a hell after all is said and done. He was indeed wise in one regard, for he clearly understood what
would be his "eternal address". Just before his death, the noted atheist swore I wish I had never been
born!” The same writer continues, “Voltaire, on his deathbed, addressed his apparently Christian
physician Trochim...I am abandoned by God and man. I will give you half of what I am worth, if you will
give me six months’ life. The doctor replied Sir, you cannot live six weeks. Voltaire replied Then I shall go
to hell, and you will go with me. And so, as almost his last utterance, he cried out, I am abandoned by
God and man! I shall go to hell! O Christ! O Jesus Christ! Apparently not long after the preceding
declarations Voltaire breathed his last. The nurse who attended Voltaire on his death bed said For all the
wealth in Europe I would not see another infidel die.” What a sad ending for a very intelligent man,
but he became too wise for his own soul, Voltaire professed to be wise but in the end died
a fool, a brilliant fool!

Consider the words of the Christian physician Trochim who attended Voltaire during his
last days and gave the following testimony to a friend in a letter, this also is from Austin
Precept’s webpage, “When I compare the death of a righteous man, which is like the close of a
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beautiful day, with that of Voltaire, I see the difference between bright, serene weather and a black
thunderstorm. It was my lot that this man should die under my hands. Often did I tell him the truth…Yes,
my friend,’ he would often say to me, ’you are the only one who has given me good advice. Had I but
followed it I would not be in the horrible condition in which I now am. I have swallowed nothing but smoke.
I have intoxicated myself with the incense that turned my head. You can do nothing for me. Send me a
mad doctor! Have compassion on me-I am mad!’” Trochim went on to say, “I cannot think of it
without shuddering. As soon as he saw that all the means he had employed to increase his strength had
just the opposite effect, death was constantly before his eyes. From this moment, madness took
possession of his soul. He expired under the torments of the furies.” Trochim also said, “I cannot help
but pause after writing these somber notes on Voltaire and be reminded of Paul's great truth that even the
intractably rebellious infidel Voltaire will one day bow before the precious Lamb of God and proclaim that
Jesus is Lord...” Everyone who dies without Christ will confess with Voltaire, that Jesus
Christ is Lord, Phil.2:9-11, “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which
is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and
things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Consider quickly another man who professed to be wise, but in the end also wound up a
fool like Voltaire. Thomas Paine, the American author who wrote ‘Age of Reason.” Paine
was an enemy of Christianity who employed significant influence against belief God and
the Bible and like Voltaire came to his last hour on June 8, 1809, a disillusioned and
unhappy person and in his last breath said, “I would give worlds, if I had them, that Age of Reason
had not been published. O Lord, help me! Christ, help me! O God what have I done to suffer so much?
But there is no God! But if there should be, what will become of me hereafter? Stay with me, for God’s
sake! Send even a child to stay with me, for it is hell to be alone. If ever the devil had an agent, I have
been that one.” Remember Isaiah’s WOE, woe to all who enter into eternity CHRISTLESS!
“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness;
that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and
prudent in their own sight!”

What is it going to take for God to get your attention? If you wait until death He will still get
your attention, oh but it will be too late and you will be lamenting the same words as
Voltaire and Paine, oh to God that now, even now bow you knee to Christ, not physically,
but in your heart, give Him complete allegiance in your heart, claim Him as LORD and
SAVIOR! Don’t be as one of those who profess to be wise in their own hearts, but in the
end die as fools. James Montgomery Boice says, “The world’s theology is easy to define.
It is the view that human beings are basically good, that no one is really lost and that belief
in Jesus Christ is not necessary for salvation.” Professing to be wise, they became
FOOLS! Pritchard says, “Here is the divine estimate of the great philosophers of Greece and Rome.
In God’s eyes they were fools because their philosophy was based on a rejection of God’s truth.” R A
Torrey would read Romans 1:22 this way, “Professing themselves to be wise, they became
philosophers? No Foolosophers.”


