
THE DARKEST HOUR IS JUST BEFORE THE DAWN 

Introduction  

Sometimes we have to wait. Most of us don’t like it. Perhaps we are being trained in patience – 

which, after all, is very like God.  

We may have to wait for God, not because he is slow, but because he has chosen his time to act and 

that is not always when we want him to act. Part of Christian experience is to find ourselves waiting 

in an increasingly difficult situation, one that puts our faith in God to the test. We think of Moses in 

Egypt, or Joseph in an Egyptian prison. We should also think of the Lord Jesus during his earthly life. 

It happened to King David. And since it may happen to us it will pay us to study this well.  

David’s experience – and ours 

For David, the darkest hour was just before the dawn. We looked last week at his lowest point, when 

he felt so hopeless he had gone over the Philistines, then found that raiders had destroyed the 

homes of his soldiers and carried everything and everyone away. His army almost mutinied. It was 

immediately after God rescued him from that situation that Saul was killed in battle and the way was 

clear for David to become king.  

It was God’s providence, not his efforts. He found that waiting on God was not futile. God keeps his 

promises in his time.  

The expression, ‘Wait on the Lord’ occurs many times in the Bible. He must have good reasons for 

making us wait – other than the obvious face we do not know his timing. We do not know the 

reason in any particular case, but we know the results it can bring. 

It reminds us of who we are and who God is – we are not in charge of the relationship or even of our 

own life, but are constantly receiving his grace. So having to wait on him teaches us humility – a 

realistic view of the relationship. Having to wait challenges our confidence, so we have to go back to 

his promises and rely on them alone – our faith is being developed. During the time of waiting we 

feel frustrated and need to exercise self-control – the spirit of obedience is being developed.  

Another result of waiting on God is that we realise the similarity of our experience with that of Jesus. 

‘The servant is not above his lord.’ It is a privilege to share with him in the fellowship of his suffering 

so we may share later the fellowship of his resurrection.  

The training we receive in our times of waiting prepare us for future service. David was a better man 

at the end of that experience, and so will we be if we allow God to temper our spirit.  

There is a reason for waiting that has nothing to do with us – and we are made to realise that God 

does not exist for ourselves alone. He was patient with King Saul, giving him plenty opportunity to 

repent. Peter gives that as a reason why Christ’s second coming seems to take forever (2 Peter 3:1-

10). It was also the reason the Children of Israel could not possess the Promised Land for 400 years – 

‘the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full’ (Genesis 15:16).  

David’s reaction to Saul’s death showed he had imbibed God’s Spirit. His lament over Saul is one of 

the greatest poems of scripture. His grief was genuine, for he too realised the tragedy of Saul’s life. 

He was truly ‘a man after God’s heart’. In that respect also he was like Jesus, who taught us to love 

our enemies so as to be like our Father in heaven.  

When he became the Shepherd of Israel he was free from personal ambition. His motivation was 

love for his people and for the God who had appointed him to care for them. 



Jesus’ experience 

Like David, Jesus lived on the basis of God’s promises to him. He often said, ‘My hour has not yet 

come’, acknowledging God’s rule in the timing of events.  

Like David he experienced opposition, and it grew in intensity from Herod’s murder of Bethlehem’s 

children, through the growing hostility of Scribes and Pharisees, to betrayal, trial and crucifixion. It 

did not end there, for on the cross he experienced his Father’s wrath and cried, ‘My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?’  

But that was the end of his suffering, for his death removed sin’s penalty and so led to him regaining 

his life. ‘God raised him from the dead and gave him glory’ (1 Peter 1:21).  

Like David, Jesus was trained through his experience. He now has deep sympathy with those who 

suffer while they wait on God. ‘For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid 

those who are tempted’ (Hebrews 2:18).  

Do you feel you are being tested by increasing suffering or unanswered prayers? Then you have a 

friend in Jesus, who both understands and is able to help.  

David’s spirit was so like that of Jesus, who wept over Jerusalem and sent his gospel first to those 

who had crucified him.  

Like David, he now rules his people. And his rule is that of a Shepherd, for our good. He is ‘the Good 

Shepherd’ who gave his life for the sheep. His victory is ours also if we belong to him. ‘Because I live 

you will live also’ (John 14:19).  

The church’s experience 

We should see our experience as part of the experience of the church as a whole, and understand it 

in the light of God’s patience with the world.  

Never think you are on your own. If you are Christ’s you are part of one body of people of whom he 

is the Head. Their fortunes are yours also. If Jesus feels the hurt done to Syrian Christians today, 

should we not feel it too? You contribute to its well-being and benefit from it. Wait until the last one 

is brought into the kingdom (Revelation 6:9-12).  

Many parts of the Bible speak of trouble increasing before Jesus returns. Daniel 12 is one such place. 

Jesus spoke about wars and persecution, and about deception. John wrote about many antichrists; 

Paul wrote about ‘the man of sin’ coming before the end. He calls us to patient perseverance. ‘And 

you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved’ (Matthew 

10:22).  

Meantime he calls us to bear the fruit of the Spirit, not least in love to those who hate us and so ‘be 

perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect’ (Matthew 5:48).  


