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Our Scripture reading today is from the book of Job chapter 19 and I am just going to 

read three verses beginning with verse 25.  

 

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, And at the last He will take 

His stand on the earth.  Even after my skin is destroyed, Yet from my flesh 

I shall see God;  Whom I myself shall behold, And whom my eyes will see 

and not another. My heart faints within me!
1
 

 

I was not alive in 1929, but my parents told me the story and I, of course, read the history 

of the terrible times that took place when the stock market crashed in 1929.  And I 

remember reading about some extremely wealthy men who had devoted their life to the 

accumulation of wealth and they were very rich, so rich that they could buy and sell just 

about anything that you can imagine.  And in one day all of their wealth just disappeared. 

It was gone. 

 

And I read the stories about how some of those men so despondent and so upset actually 

leapt from buildings and died on the sidewalks, having gone from being multi 

millionaires to being paupers in just a day.  

 

I wonder how we would react to that kind of reality in our lives.  If we had worked all of 

our lives and had received a tremendous amount of wealth or even a moderate amount of 

wealth and all of the sudden in a moment’s time it just disappeared and it was gone.  How 

would we react?   

 

I think of Job and the experiences that he had and today what I would like to do is do a 

sweeping look at the entire book of Job. And I realize that is quite a task to look at the 

whole book of Job in just one day, but we are going to just grab a hold of the essential 

message that we find in that book.  

 

The first thing we have to understand is that Job was a man who truly loved God. He was 

a man who honored the Lord.  Listen to the description of him as we read of him in the 

first chapter of the book. 

 

                                                 
1
 Job 19:25-27. 
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“There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job; and that man was blameless, 

upright, fearing God and turning away from evil.”
2
 

 

You can’t beat that, can you?  Here was a righteous man, a man who loved to do good 

and a man who hated the evil, a man who constantly turned to God. He had become a 

very wealthy man. We are told that he had seven sons and three daughters. His 

possession were 7000 sheep, 3000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, 500 female donkeys and 

many servants.  He was among the greatest and possibly the greatest of all the men living 

in his area.   

 

He was a man who was concerned about honoring God. We are told that there were feasts 

that were held and we read, “When the days of feasting had completed their cycle, Job 

would send and consecrate them, rising up early in the morning and offering burnt 

offerings according to the number of them all; for Job said, ‘Perhaps my sons have sinned 

and cursed God in their hearts.’”
3
  Job was concerned not only about his well being, but 

about the well being of his entire family. He cared.  He was a person who loved God.   

 

And then something strange happened. Satan, oddly enough—and this may seem very 

strange to us—but had the opportunity of appearing before God himself and there as he 

gathered before God he spoke about Job.   

 

The LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job? For there 

is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God 

and turning away from evil."  

 

Then Satan answered the LORD, "Does Job fear God for nothing?  Have 

You not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on 

every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions 

have increased in the land.  But put forth Your hand now and touch all that 

he has; he will surely curse You to Your face."
4
 

 

Amazingly we read that God then said to Satan, “He is now in your power, Satan. You 

can put forth your power upon him, but do not lay your hand on him.” In other words, 

you can do anything you want to him, but nothing physical. You can’t give him illness or 

pain, but anything else.   

 

And imagine what would happen if this were the experience of your life.  What happened 

to Job?  We are told that messengers came to him one after another and here are the 

messages.  Listen to this...  

 

                                                 
2
 Job 1:1. 

3
 Job 1:5.  

4
 Job 1:8-11. 
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The oxen were plowing and the donkeys feeding beside them, and the 

Sabeans attacked and took them. They also slew the servants with the edge 

of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.
5
 

 

And while he was still speaking another servant came and said, “"The fire of God fell 

from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants and consumed them, and I alone 

have escaped to tell you.”
6
 

 

And while he was speaking another one came, “The Chaldeans formed three bands and 

made a raid on the camels and took them and slew the servants with the edge of the 

sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”
7
 

 

And while he was still speaking another one came, “Your sons and your daughters were 

eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, and behold, a great wind came 

from across the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on the 

young people and they died, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”
8
 

 

In a moment of time, in just an instant Job has gone from being a man of wealth to a man 

who has nothing.  Everything was taken from him.  All of his herds, all of his sheep, all 

of the camels, all of his property, all of his children. They just disappeared in a moment 

of time.   

 

What attitude did Job have?  Well, let’s think for a moment. What attitude would we 

have?  How would we look on an experience like that? I mean, what an immense 

tragedy?  It is hard for me to imagine that in a moment of time... now I am not wealthy 

like Job, but in a moment of time all that I owned disappeared and all of my children and 

grand children were gone from the earth.   

 

It is hard to imagine.  Job’s words were words that were unbelievable, represented the 

truth faith of a man who loved God.  He said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 

And naked I shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed 

be the name of the LORD.”
9
 

 

Wow. What faith Job had.  

 

Well, that is not the end of the story.  Satan gets together with God again.  And God says 

to Satan, “Have you considered Job?  Look all you have done and he still honors me?” 

 

Satan’s response is: 

 

                                                 
5
 Job 1:14-15.  

6
 Job 1:16.  

7
 Job 1:17.  

8
 Job 1:18-19.  

9
 Job 1:29.  
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Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life.  However, 

put forth Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh; he will curse 

You to Your face.
10

 

 

And God said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your power.”
11

  Do what you want.  “But only 

spare his life.”
12

 

 

Satan afflicted Job with boils all over his body. Now, if any of you have had a boil on 

your finger you know what that feels like. You know the pain. You want to burst the 

thing and you want to put a band aid on it and you want something to heal it. Imagine that 

over the whole body.   

 

And poor Job was there and he wound up, we are told, with boils from the sole of is foot 

to the crown of his head. And he took a potsherd and he scraped himself while he was 

sitting among the ashes.  He had no home. There he was.   

 

His wife had even turned away from him and turned away from God and she said to him, 

“Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die!”
13

 

 

Poor Job, there alone.  What a response did he give, that he gave? 

 

“‘Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept adversity?’ [and we are told] In 

all this Job did not sin with his lips.”
14

 

 

Well, we have friends, don’t we?  I would imagine if all of these disasters came into our 

lives our friends would show up and they would have compassion and they would care 

for us.  Well, Job’s friends did show up.  Huh, friends. 

 

You know the old saying: With friends like this, who needs enemies?  That is what Job’s 

friends were like.  

 

We are told that his friends, Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 

Naamathite came and they met with him and they did something that was good at first. It 

says, “Then they sat down on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights with 

no one speaking a word to him.”
15

 

 

Boy, if they had only kept that up. That would have been good. But they couldn’t keep 

their mouth’s shut.  

 

                                                 
10

 Job 2:4-5.  
11

 Job 2:6.  
12

 Ibid.  
13

 Job 2:9.  
14

 Job 2:10.  
15

 Job 2:13. 



Page 5 of 9 

 

A major portion of the book of Job is his so called friends criticizing him, his so called 

friends putting him down saying things like, “Well, Job, if all these bad things have come 

upon you, you must have done something really evil. I mean you must have done 

something really bad for this to happen. I mean, just think about, Job.  God wouldn’t 

allow this to happen to you unless you have done something really bad.” 

 

And can you imagine, first of all, you are sitting there.  All your possessions gone, your 

family dead. You are sitting in an ash heap scraping boils off your body and your friends 

are telling you you must have sinned. 

 

There was Job.  What an experience.  

 

What response did Job have?  He began to question. He began to wonder what this was 

all about.  Why is this happening? 

 

And we get to the 19
th

 chapter of the book of Job and Job says some words that are very 

profound, words that we find, that we read today as our Scripture reading. 

 

But let me read just a little bit more. 

 

He says  this: 

 

Oh that my words were written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book!  

That with an iron stylus and lead They were engraved in the rock forever! 

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, And at the last He will take 

His stand on the earth.  Even after my skin is destroyed, Yet from my flesh 

I shall see God; Whom I myself shall behold, And whom my eyes will see 

and not another.
16

 

 

That is a man of faith.  From the ash heap, he says, I know that my Redeemer lives.  

Whatever happens to me, oh, I am going to die. I am going to go from this earth and it is 

not going to be pleasant. Look at the boils all over my body. Look at the experiences that 

I have had.  But I know that my Redeemer lives. And some day I will be back and I will 

stand here and I will see him with my eyes.  

 

Oh, that we might all have the faith of Job, the man who can look adversity in the eyes 

and say, “I know that my Redeemer lives.” 

 

But he does begin to question and I think it is appropriate.  He just wants to know from 

God why did all this happen? Why must I go through this experience?  

 

We get to the 23
rd

 chapter of the book of Job and he begins to speak like this. He says: 

 

Even today my complaint is rebellion; His hand is heavy despite my 

groaning.  Oh that I knew where I might find Him, That I might come to 

                                                 
16

 Job 19:23-27. 
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His seat! I would present my case before Him And fill my mouth with 

arguments.
17

 

 

“Oh, God, where are you?”  

 

Have you ever felt that way?  Have you ever had adversity come in to your life and you 

just want to say, “I want to know where he is.  Where is God in all this? I wish I could 

come before you. I want to be by your seat. I want to talk to you, God.” 

 

We have all been there, haven’t we?   

 

Oh, Job gets an answer, not the answer he expected.  He got an answer that he wanted, 

but an answer that made a profound impact on the life of this great and godly man.   

 

We get to the 38
th

 chapter of the book of Job and you see we are skipping through the 

book very quickly.  And Job is finally answered by God.  And we read these words. 

“Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind...”
18

 

 

Now, not quietly, but I mean with the thunderous sound of the whirlwind he answered. 

And what do you expect him to say?   

 

“Relax, Job. Everything is going to be ok.”  Isn’t that what we expect or aren’t you 

waiting for something like that?  That is not what Job gets. 

 

Don’t you expect God to say, “You know, everything is going to be all right, Job. Don’t 

worry about it.”  That is not what Job hears. 

 

Listen to these words.  “Who is this that darkens counsel By words without 

knowledge?”
19

 

 

In other words, who is this person who knows nothing coming before me?   

 

“Now gird up your loins like a man, And I will ask you.”
20

 

 

“You don’t ask me,” God says, “I will ask you and you instruct me.” 

 

“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth, [Job]?”
21

 

 

Now, think about this for a minute.  Here is Job, sitting in an ash heap, lost everything, 

scarping boils off his body and God looks down from heaven to him and says, “Hey, Job, 

where were you when I made the world?”  

                                                 
17

 Job 23:2-4.  
18

 Job 38:1.  
19

 Job 38:2.  
20

 Job 38:3.  
21

 Job 38:4.  
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What an answer. 

 

“Tell Me, if you have understanding.”
22

 

 

And then he goes on and he starts talking about different things that Job could not 

possibly understand.  And that is the whole point.  He says, “"Do you know the time the 

mountain goats give birth?”
23

 

 

“Tell me about the mountain goats.” 

 

“What, God? I am sitting here in an ash heap and you want me to tell you about mountain 

goats?  What are you talking about?” 

 

He goes on to say: 

 

Do you observe the calving of the deer?  Can you count the months they 

fulfill, Or do you know the time they give birth?
24

 

 

And so on and so forth.  He says to him, “Who sent out the wild donkey free? And who 

loosed the bonds of the swift donkey?”
25

 

 

He goes on to say to Job, “You don’t understand anything, Job. I am the Creator. I am the 

one who made you. I am the one who made all this around you.  Don’t you understand 

that I am the one in authority?  I am the one who is all powerful.” 

 

When Job begins to hear this he recognizes that he is speaking to the sovereign God, the 

God who is in control of the universe, the God of whom it is said in the New Testament 

that he “works all things after the counsel of His will.”
26

  He is the all powerful, the 

almighty one.   

 

And Job finally recognizes the ultimate lesson that God is attempting to teach him here. 

He is not teaching him that he can experience pain. He is teaching him that God is 

sovereign and is in control. And listen to how God responds. It says in the 42
nd

 chapter, 

getting near the end of the book now, the 42
nd

 chapter, it says: 

 

I know that You can do all things, And that no purpose of Yours can be 

thwarted.  Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge? Therefore I 

have declared that which I did not understand.
27

 

 

                                                 
22

 Ibid.  
23

 Job 39:1.  
24

 Job 39:1-2.  
25

 Job 39:5.  
26

 Ephesians 1:11.  
27

 Job 42:2-3.  
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In other words, I didn’t understand what this was all about.  I didn’t understand about 

your control and your sovereignty. 

 

Things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. Hear, now, and I will 

speak; I will ask You, and You instruct me.
28

 

 

And then he says: 

 

I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear; But now my eye sees You; 

Therefore I retract, And I repent in dust and ashes.
29

 

 

What is Job saying to God here? He is saying, “I loved you, but I didn’t know the reality, 

the total reality of who and what you are.” 

 

I wonder how many of us today recognize the total and complete sovereignty of God. He 

is the one who is control.  He is the one who is all powerful.   

 

My friends, that is why I can say with absolute assurance that if you know Jesus Christ as 

your Savior and Lord, you have eternal life because the sovereign God has promised it, 

that everything that he has promised in the Word of God will come true in your life and 

in my life.   

 

Well, what happened to Job?  That is not the end of the story.  We read in—and yes, we 

are at the end of the book now—we read in the last chapter these words. 

 

The LORD restored the fortunes of Job when he prayed for his friends, 

and the LORD increased all that Job had twofold.  Then all his brothers 

and all his sisters and all who had known him before came to him, and 

they ate bread with him in his house; and they consoled him and 

comforted him for all the adversities that the LORD had brought on him. 

And each one gave him one piece of money, and each a ring of gold.  The 

LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; and he had 

14,000 sheep and 6,000 camels and 1,000 yoke of oxen and 1,000 female 

donkeys.  He had seven sons and three daughters.
30

 

 

And then it goes on for the names of them. 

 

In all the land no women were found so fair as Job’s daughters; and their 

father gave them inheritance among their brothers.  Ater this, Job lived 

140 years, and saw his sons and his grandsons, four generations.  And Job 

died, an old man and full of days.
31

 

 

                                                 
28

 Job 42:3-4. 
29

 Job 42:5-6.  
30

 Job 42:10-32 
31

 Job 42:15-17.  



Page 9 of 9 

 

The end was better than the beginning, but the lesson was there not only for Job, but it is 

a lesson for us also. 

 

Two questions we need to ask. Do you know this sovereign God?  Have you come to 

know Jesus as Savior and Lord in your life?  If you haven’t remember, you are in the 

wrong kingdom.  Trust in him that you might have life forever.  

 

Second question.  If you know him and you know he is the all powerful and sovereign 

one, what are you doing about it today?  Are you sharing his message with people around 

you?  Are you demonstrating his love in the things that you do each day of your lives?  Is 

it something that each one of us is involved in as we would seek to honor and serve him 

every single day of our lives?   

 

We are going to be taking the communion service today approaching the Lord’s Table.  

My friends, God has demonstrated an incredible love towards his people. May it be that 

as we partake, as we take the bread, the cup, we might remember all that he has done for 

us and realize that the God who can create the universe, the God who is powerful, has 

power over all is also the God who loves us with an eternal love.   

 

Let’s pray together.   

 

Our Father, we thank you for your Word and we ask, Lord, that in all that we say and do 

the name of the Lord Jesus might be lifted up and glorified.  Help us like Job to live in the 

integrity of our hearts, being blameless, upright, fearing God and turning away from evil. 

Give us your special blessing today we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

 


