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RREEVV..  CCHHAARRLLEESS  RR..  BBIIGGGGSS  
 
Imagine a Christian life characterized by this: You become a child of God by faith and 
you turn from idols to serve the Living God; only to end up later struggling against more 
idols throughout your life. 
 
You are given God�s Word and you always want something more than merely God�s 
Word to make you really believe that God is with you; you desire additional assurance. 
 
You are given God�s Spirit and you would rather be clothed with the things of worldly 
glory and power that the world can offer rather than the great strength that only God can 
offer by His Spirit.  To you, the clothing of the Spirit�s power seems somehow weak. 
 
You are made weak by God so that you will depend upon His strength alone and not 
glory in yourself and your accomplishments, then you seek glory for yourself after God 
has granted you strength in weakness. 
 
You are self-serving, double-tongued (saying one thing and meaning another) and glory 
seeking.  Does this sound familiar? That�s the story of Gideon. 
 
But not so fast! Let�s not begin to judge Judge Gideon.  Gideon�s story is also the story 
of all God�s people saved by Grace.  Gideon�s story is also the story of the Church. 
 
Gideon: �I�m weak� God: �I�ll make you strong� 
 
Gideon: �I can�t� God: �I can; I will be with you� 
 
Gideon: �How do I know you are trustworthy?� God: �Because I�ve given you my word� 
 
Gideon: �Will I be victorious- -really?� God: �Yes, but only through a realization of my 
strength in your weakness� 
 
And that is dialog with God.  In reality, that is our conversation with God; yet like 
Gideon, our hope is in God because of His grace to us in Christ! 
 
And so Gideon saw God and did not perish (6:22ff).  In fact, God extended mercy and 
peace to Gideon and Gideon experienced God�s reconciling Shalom-Peace, even naming 
the place where God had revealed himself to him THE LORD IS PEACE (6:24).   
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We learned last week that this memorial to God�s grace was fully realized on the cross of 
Christ that became the place where the LORD our God reconciled sinners to himself 
(Romans 5:1-11).  As believers, we live under the shadow of YHWH Shalom or �The 
LORD is Peace� 
 
After Gideon�s heart was turned to God through a mighty and strong work of God�s 
sovereign grace, so now Gideon was to live as a child of God, one who was heir to all of 
God�s grace and love, and one who would love and serve God ALONE - -
EXCLUSIVELY! (Exclusive worship of God alone!).   
 
Gideon was called on by God to smash the idols beginning at his home, and carry this 
mission to the entire Church of God at that time in redemptive-history.  Gideon�s mission 
now will begin as idol-altar smasher.  God destroys idol altars through a weak and 
frightened man (who is God�s sovereign estimation is a man of valor). 
 
Although Gideon was strong in the LORD, up until the time God had clearly and 
powerfully revealed himself to Him, Gideon had thought little of himself socially, 
economically and perhaps even spiritually: �What could he do?� As he asked the Angel 
of the LORD earlier in chapter 6 (vv. 14-15).  Gideon�s way of summing himself up prior 
to his meeting with God was: �I�m not a Judge-Savior� (v. 15); �My family-clan is very 
weak� (v. 15); and �I am least in my house� (v. 15). 
 
Gideon by worldly standards was not the man for the job!  Gideon by his own make-up 
and nature-nurture was not by his own reasoning and summary of himself capable of the 
task that God had laid out for him.   
 
Gideon was also truly weak as a representative of Israel not only because of his lack of 
leadership skills, but because the Midanites were stealing real resources such as food and 
basic necessities from Israel making everyone weak.   
 
Gideon as Israel was truly weak and in need of God�s grace and help!  Remember Israel 
had not eaten lately, and neither had Gideon.  Weakness�weakness�weakness�yet 
power and strength in the LORD! 
 
We should understand clearly the fact that the man God called to save or redeem Israel 
was himself a sinner who worshipped and served idols! The display of God�s grace here 
in this passage is phenomenal and even hard to believe.  The LORD appeared to Gideon 
to call and send him as Judge-Savior while he was hiding and threshing in a backyard 
shed that probably was full of idols. 
 
Yet God in his grace still calls idolaters and as new creations learn to become what God 
created them to be, and to learn to worship and serve God alone! 
 
Although fear would set in for Gideon, and this would not only be at the beginning of His 
new walk with God, but throughout His life; God would be faithful to Gideon and see 
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that he was successful as he trusted in him � but Gideon would not always be faithful to 
God; Gideon would not always trust in the LORD.   
 
So why would Gideon be successful then?  How could Gideon live the life he was called 
to live if he was still a sinful man who struggled with doubt and unbelief?  Because God 
was with him: 
 

"The LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor." �Judges 6:12 
 
Even when Gideon was weak in the eyes of the world, God was strong and powerful.  
Gideon�s first assignment was learning to worship God alone or exclusively (as we 
learned last week); Gideon�s second assignment was destroying all the altars that 
competed for attention and the devotion of the people that belonged only to YWHW.  
Gideon�s third assignment: rescue, deliver, Israel. 
 
What Gideon was not by nature, God would make him; what Gideon could not do with 
his own confidence and experience, God could do!  This reveals God�s amazing grace to 
all who believe!!  God�s strength in our weakness- -but do we believe it?! 
 
It is important to note in order to accentuate God�s grace and to shed light of Gideon�s 
own contribution to idolatry, that Gideon�s altar smashing must begin in his own 
backyard (6:24-26).   
 
Gideon�s building of an altar to YHWH at Ophrah where Gideon lived would then place 
a great religious tension between the altars to Baals and Asherah.  Gideon learned rightly 
to worship God, and where God is rightly worshipped there is no room for idols; no room 
for things and people who would compete for our allegiance to God alone.  Gideon�s 
obedience to God in making exclusive worship of YHWH in the visible Church would 
cause some to be very unhappy with him!   
 
Gideon�s first assignment was to smash the idols (read 6:27).  Gideon must not only 
confess the One True God, but live worshipping and serving the One True God, enforcing 
the first commandment as a response of obedience to God�s grace: 
 
�You shall have no other gods besides me!� 
 
Spiritual idolatry and thus spiritual slavery was the true and deeper problem of Israel�s 
bondage.  Israel had been oppressed by the Midianites, but this was nothing compared to 
their worship and service to false gods that will become more obvious as we read on in 
our text. 
 
God reminded Gideon of the rearranging of the church�s priorities in keeping the first 
commandment: �Pull down the altar of Baal that your father has, and cut down the 
Asherah that is beside it�� (6:25). 
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The next morning the men of the town who rose early saw the altars to Baal and Asherah 
broken down (6:28).  This would have been interpreted by them superstitiously that their 
women would not get pregnant that year, and the fields would not provide a great harvest 
for all of them.   
 
The symbolic meaning of broken down altars to false gods, particularly to Baal and 
Asherah meant to those who trusted in them that fertility would be cursed in the year and 
there would be no more increased family for a workforce and no more food after this 
year�s provision had run out. 
 
Tearing down altars in the minds of unbelieving heathen means: no food, no fruitful 
reproduction in the family, no military-man-power to war against enemies; in a word no 
prosperity or blessing, no worldly peace. 
 
Who are/were the Baals and the Asheroth in the ancient Near East?  Baal was the son 
of El in the Canaanite pantheon of gods and was considered the god of the storm and the 
rains and therefore the one who controlled vegetation which meant that the pagans 
thought that if they were to eat they needed to worship him.  Ashtaroth was the consort of 
Baal and the plural form of Astarte, the goddess of war and fertility (worshipped as Ishtar 
in Babylon and Anath in Northern Syria).   
 
There would have been real persecution and religious �peer pressure� for Israel to 
worship along with the other pagans especially during times of draught, thin produce 
years and when women were not getting pregnant; sometimes the pagans would blame 
those who exclusively worshipped and served YHWH alone in Israel. 
 
Gideon began his work for the LORD and His Gospel by smashing down the altars in his 
home and town; because of a fear of the people, he began this under the cover of darkness 
(6:27).  Many men begin their service to God veiled by the darkness (cf. John 3:3).   
 
When Gideon�s family and the people of the town heard that it was Gideon who had 
broken down the altars they pursued him to persecute and kill him for his �lack of faith� 
(6:28-30).  The worldly response of the town was to persecute and kill any man who had 
been fully devoted and wholeheartedly served YHWH alone (and these were Israelites 
who did not know God or what he had done in Egypt, 2:11f!!). 
 
This is similar to the experience of many Christians when they are regenerated by God, 
and learn to serve him alone, their family and friends will fight them, and forsake them 
for their new found faith.   
 
Gideon�s father Joash comes to the center of our attention now in response to the men of 
the town, and he shows (if not faith) then at least a very wise shrewdness.  Joash places 
the conflict on a spiritual level and says to the men essentially: �It was Baal�s altar; if 
Baal is a god, then he can defend himself� (6:31).  Joash asked the men to consider why 
they were warring or contending for a god who could fend and take care of himself: 
�Baal�s a big boy, he can take care of himself!� 
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Gideon was then called �Jerubbaal� which meant �Let Baal contend against him� 
(6:32).  Gideon�s name has been changed to indicate the kind of warfare that he was 
actually engaged in.   
 
Now we should not miss this important truth.  You remember how God had left Israel in 
the land for two main reasons: (1) To teach them the nature and the purpose of warfare 
(that is, the spiritual nature and purpose of driving out God�s enemies by grace, as we 
learned in the sermon on Judges 3:2); (2) To test Israel as to whether they would serve 
God alone and be obedient by His grace (3:4). 
 
What is ironic here is that it seems that the men of Israel are just fine in their contending 
or warring for false gods like Baal and Asherah, but they still do not know the meaning of 
the greater war against evil and the seed of the Serpent that God the LORD has called 
them to (3:2-4); the men of Israel have learned to fight for false gods, it comes to them 
naturally, that is sinfully by nature, but the fighting the good fight takes grace, courage, 
and the Spirit of God. 
 
What is important to note here is that Gideon as a God-picked and God-chosen 
representative of Israel will learn the true nature and purpose of the warfare.  In fact, in 
His Name change, it is revealed that Gideon�s contention or battle is not with flesh and 
blood men primarily (although they are instruments of warfare); the fight is truly against 
the false gods and implied is the seed of the serpent himself.   
 
The name �Jerubbaal� revealed to Gideon and the people that the nature and purpose of 
the warfare in Israel was to fight a spiritual war against spiritual enemies. 
 
Because Gideon broke down Baal�s altar we are to understand that the Midianites and the 
Amalekites and the people of East were moved to unity (that is they came together) to 
fight in the Valley of Jezreel against Gideon (6:33).   
 
The foes of Israel were gathered to fight against Israel again, and we are to understand 
that although this is a flesh and blood battle in redemptive-history, what we are to notice 
is that what rages behind it is nothing less than a spiritual war between the seed of the 
woman and the seed of the serpent that began in the Garden of Eden after the fall, when 
God placed enmity between the two (Genesis 3:14ff). 
 
Even at this time in redemptive history, it was ultimately true that God�s people waged a 
war that was spiritual, against a spiritual enemy.  In the Old Covenant this spiritual war 
still had a physical aspect unlike in the fullness of the times (Eph. 6:10-20), but it was 
ultimately a spiritual war against spiritual enemies who were warring against God and 
His Anointed One (Psalm 2). 
 
What is needed for such an important battle? How should Gideon come clothed? In 
mithril mail, the longest and strongest iron sword, and 3 foot shield to cover body and a 
war helmet to protect head and face? No.  Because as Gideon�s name Jerubbaal revealed; 
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this is spiritual warfare; if Gideon is to win this war, it must be by the Spirit of God.  If 
Gideon as a man is to war against the enemies of Israel �as one man� (6:16), then it will 
not be by power, nor by might, but by the Spirit of YHWH (Zechariah 4:6). 
 
And that is what we are told in the text: ��the Spirit of the LORD clothed Gideon��  
Gideon sounded the war trumpet that called the faithful to service of the LORD, and the 
faithful came to follow Gideon in battle (6:34b-35).  The Holy Spirit is revealed in the 
work of the Judges by the way He gifts them, or empowers them for service that they 
couldn�t normally do. 
 
How was the Holy Spirit revealed in the Old Covenant?  It has been said in a bit of a 
simplistic manner that the Holy Spirit merely worked externally in the Old Testament, 
coming on men, where rather in the New Testament, the Holy Spirit works internally, 
filling men.  I think we should remember that in both testaments the Holy Spirit works 
both internally and externally (for instance in his sovereign work of grace and 
regeneration of hearts). 
 
What we should note here is that there is a similarity between the Holy Spirit�s work in 
the Old and New in His clothing Gideon (and the other judges, and as well with the later 
prophets and kings).  The Holy Spirit is revealed in both testaments as giving gifts to 
men for service to God (cf. Romans 12:1ff).  The Holy Spirit equips God�s people to 
enable them to worship and serve God; He helps God�s people to be strong where they 
are by nature weak.  The Holy Spirit is the powerful manifestation that God is truly 
�Immanuel� or �God with us�. 
 
Essentially what we are being taught in Judges 6:34 is that Gideon as a judge-warrior-
deliverer-savior is being gifted by God to fulfill the task and calling that God has given to 
him.  In fact, because he is gifted by the Holy Spirit, empowered to serve God in a special 
way to build and establish God�s Kingdom, the people of God recognize this anointing 
and follow him.   
 
Not all of our questions about the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit are answered in 
these passages, but we can be assured that God the Spirit, the Third Person of the Holy 
Trinity, was equipping God�s people to serve Him in a similar way that he does today.  
God calls, gifts, enables, empowers for His own glory, for the furthering and 
establishment of His Kingdom.   
 
God gifts His people by His Spirit so that our faith and trust might be in Him ALONE! 
 
We could say that much of the Holy Spirit�s work in believers� lives is helping the people 
of God to realize humbly their weakness before God and man, in order to experience 
God�s Power through His Spirit! 
 
The Spirit moves and directs God�s servants in order that they might accomplish God�s 
tasks and purposes placed before them (but there still remains the mystery of how the 
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individual can resist the Holy Spirit in the work that he has been called to do, and how 
God still works sovereignly through them in spite of them). 
 
Now for most of Gideon�s life he had not been a man of courage; he had been a man who 
had summed himself up thus: �I am lowly, unimportant, weak, and the least of all my 
family�.   
 
Gideon has NOW been clothed and equipped for service by God�s powerful Spirit; 
mysteriously Gideon still shows a lack of faith and trust in God at this point in his 
ministry.  Gideon feared once again God�s faithfulness to him and wanted an assurance 
or guarantee of God�s grace to him (sometimes this was a practice in the ancient world 
before a battle, but is not meant to teach us how to get assurance from God, see also 1 
Kings 22:6-28). 
 
Gideon needed in addition to God�s powerful Spirit to �put out his fleece before the 
LORD�.  Now this is not given to us as an example of how to live the Christian life (as 
some have interpreted it).  Notice that Gideon shows a lack of faith in what God has said, 
he lacks trust in God and His Word, it is not an example; Gideon also knows this is 
wrong (6:36, 39):  
 
"If you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said....Then Gideon said to God, "Let not your 
anger burn against me; let me speak just once more. Please let me test just once more with the 
fleece. Please let it be dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground let there be dew." 
 
Too many Christians after Gideon have also placed their fleeces before the LORD for 
God�s clear direction, misunderstanding the difference again between the prescriptive in a 
passage and that which is descriptive (that which is prescriptive is what is prescribed or 
taught for all believers to do; that which is descriptive in a passage does not set an 
example or teach, but merely tells us or describes to us what happened).  Too many well-
meaning folks have misinterpreted this passage thinking that what Gideon did was noble. 
 
But in reality, Gideon was undermining God�s Spirit and Word in his attempt to gain 
more assurance.  The very assurance that God had provided through His Word, and the 
empowered presence of God that he had granted to Gideon by His Spirit was being 
turned away from for a means that Gideon would choose for himself to gain assurance. 
 
We do this too!  We are so quick to turn from God�s Word and His powerful Spirit to 
something else, some prayer for God to respond in a way specific to our request; we can 
get involved in a kind of gambling with God- -playing the cards, even lucky-dipping in 
our bibles to find out what God would have us do in making a decision this day. 
 
(What? You don�t know what lucky-dipping is? Remember the last time you wanted to 
hear from God and you flip your Bible open to the first passage that opened and appeared 
before you? You asked: �Should I stay or should I go now, Lord?� And you flipped open, 
or lucky-dipped open the Bible to Jeremiah 33:14, and it said: �Behold the days are 
coming�� and so you thought you should wait on making your decision!) 
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Ironically, decision-making is to be made in reliance upon God�s Word and Spirit, and 
this takes wisdom, and involves seeking guidance from wise leaders, and loving brothers 
and sisters and friends, and seeking to better understand how to apply God�s Word to a 
situation.  Decision-making is not to be done with fleece (especially some fleece clothing 
from Old Navy stores to assure us in our faith ☺)! 
 
This text is actually another indication and revelation of Gideon�s fear and 
apprehension to serve the LORD is this manner (even Gideon reveals his understanding 
that this is not the best way to trust God- -and he implicit seems to reveal that it is God�s 
Word that should be the focus, cf. 6:39ff).  Gideon�s assurance is in reality a seeking 
after a strength that God has NOT given to Him! 
 
Yet God is so gracious and patient with us; I have been told that those who did not better 
understand �lucky-dipping� in Scripture have actually been guided by it- -but that doesn�t 
mean it is the right way. 
 
Despite Gideon�s lack of faith, and despite the fact that Gideon has not fully heard and 
listened to God�s Word, God is good and accommodates Gideon�s request so that Gideon 
will know that whatever he once was, he is now so much more.  In the same way God 
accommodates to our weak faith many times to strengthen and assure us, so he does the 
same for Gideon (but this does not mean that this text is a prescriptive one about how all 
should seek assurance before God!). 
 
As one Biblical teacher wrote: �No character in the book [of Judges] receives more 
divine assurance than Gideon and none displays more doubt. Gideon is, significantly, the 
only judge to whom God speaks directly, though this privilege does not allay his 
faintheartedness� (NIVAC, pg.187). 
 
Gideon may have once been lowly, unimportant, weak and the least of his family (God 
wouldn�t dispute all that; in fact, God would also add that he was a sinful man who 
transgressed God�s commands and lived sinfully as a covenant-breaker- -perhaps Gideon 
had not thought little enough of himself?!)- -BUT NOW, since God�s grace had been 
made known to him, since God had clothed him with righteousness that was not his own, 
and had granted him Shalom-Peace and had endowed him with God�s Spirit and had 
called and sent him on a specific task NOTHING COULD STOP HIM IF HE ONLY 
CONTINUED TO BELIEVE GOD!! 
 
By God�s grace, Gideon (er, �Jerubbaal�) was made great before God!  Gideon didn�t 
need a fleece- -neither do you- -all Gideon needed for life and godliness, all Gideon 
needed to fight the good fight of faith was the Word of the Living and True God and the 
promise of that Word that God would never leave him nor forsake him!  That is what all 
of God�s people need: We need to be reminded of all that God has said and done for us, 
and in that Word we will grow strong in the LORD and the power of His might (cf. 
Ephesians 6:12ff). 
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All Gideon needed was what we need: God�s Word and Spirit; when we hesitate before 
God to do His will as Gideon did, we are forgetting that God has granted us the power of 
Christ�s Spirit to seek Him through His Word for wisdom, confidence, knowledge, and 
faithful service, knowing that God will be with us- -he will never leave nor forsake us. 
 
And so Gideon must learn this for himself!  Gideon must also learn that when he is weak 
before God (not dependent upon his own way of seeking assurance or trusting in his own 
means of assurance), then he is truly strong.  This truth that God�s people are strong when 
they are weak; this truth that God is with His people and is the strength of His people.   
 
When God�s people are weak, then they are strong. 
 
As Gideon is encamped beside the spring of Harod, south of Midian�s forces, located by 
the hill of Moreh in a valley (7:1), God revealed more specifically to Gideon two truths 
about the Christian life:  
 

(1) When God�s people are weak, then they are strong in HIM; (2) God�s people are 
apt to, and very tempted to boast in their successes before God (even though it is 
God who gives them the successes).  God wanted to teach that  

 
(1) When God�s people are weak then we are strong. 
 
(2) God�s people are glory-seekers by nature (and we seek glory to veil and hide our 

true weaknesses). 
 
Gideon had to learn that in order to be a great warrior in God�s service, he first must 
become very weak and insignificant in the eyes of the world; if Gideon did not 
understand and admit and confess his weaknesses, he would not understand his desperate 
need of utter dependence upon God; if he did not understand his utter dependence upon 
God then when God would come to His aid and save him, Gideon (like us!) would glorify 
himself and boast in his own valor, bravery, courage, strength, skills, etc. rather than 
giving all glory to God (cf. Deut. 7:7ff). 
 
Now you can imagine any other tale of a war, and a tale of a warrior, and you can 
imagine any other god telling that warrior that if you are to be strong and defeat your 
enemies you�re going to need a lot of men and warriors �and the more the warriors the 
greater the defeat�and the glory! 
 
�But not so with the Living and True God. �With the 300�I will save you�� -7:7 
 
God actually revealed to Gideon that he did not need more men to fight, but rather less 
(7:2-8).  More is less in God�s economy and world, just as weak actually is strong; and 
Gideon had to learn that true weakness in order to grow in His knowledge of the LORD 
and complete and accomplish His mission. 
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In fact, the way that God clears out the soldiers in Gideon�s army; the way he reduces the 
number so that God would get all the glory is by clearing out doubt and fear among them: 
 
ESV Judges 7:2-3: The LORD said to Gideon, "The people with you are too many for me to give 
the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, 'My own hand has saved me.' 3 
Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, 'Whoever is fearful and trembling, let 
him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.'"Then 22,000 of the people returned, 
and 10,000 remained. 
 
If there were fearful men, this fear could be contagious; as Moses had wrote: 
 
ESV Deuteronomy 20:8 And the officers shall speak further to the people, and say, 'Is there any 
man who is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go back to his house, lest he make the heart of 
his fellows melt like his own.' 
 
One main reason God wants to use weakness to display His great power and strength is 
because of sinful man�s constant attempt to take the glory that is due God alone (�My 
own hand has saved me�- 7:2)! God knows we�re glory-seekers. 
 
We sing in the Psalms: Not unto us, not unto us, but to your Name be glory� (Psalm 
115:2), but oftentimes, we still want the credit and the praise for the things God merely 
does through us.  In fact, when God does use us and we glorify him, if we don�t get credit 
for our service, we oftentimes work ourselves up into a ungrateful tizzy like a small 
child!   
 
We want to boast in our strengths (not our weaknesses) and we want to glory in our 
accomplishments, not the LORD�s! 
 
The LORD continued to command Gideon to take a reduction in military might and 
numbers so that he would not boast in His accomplishments and victories before God.  If 
this battle was won, it would be because the Battle belongs to the LORD and He is the 
only one to be glorified!   
 
God allowed Gideon�s army to dwindle down to a mere 300 men.  In the eyes of the 
world, an encampment of 300 men against a greater army would be no match, and would 
give the enemy every reason to laugh! Victory would be the enemies� within ten minutes 
on a battle on a plain with only 300 men!  Remember this battle is about 100,000 to 300 
men, who would you place your bets on? What are the odds of this battle?  Midian has 
superior military power and very fast camels! 
 
Gideon the �Mighty Man of Valor� had now only 300 men, and God called him that 
night to go down against the enemy in battle, knowing that according to God�s Word, and 
by faith that God had already delivered the enemy into His hand (7:9).   
 
God is stripping Gideon of his might and power so that God would be glorified in 
weakness.  God would not only defeat His enemies the Midianites, but he would also 
cure the problem of his people desiring glory for their accomplishments, and boasting in 
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their own strength (cf. Deut. 7:7ff).  As we are told in 7:2-3 that Israel would boast in 
themselves rather than in the LORD for their accomplishment rather than God�s if God 
did not call Gideon to reduce the number of military men that he needed. 
 
How does God strip us of our human confidence and teach us to trust in Him rather 
than to fear being weak in the eyes of the world?  For each of us it is different.  What is 
it that makes you feel �safe� and makes you feel secure rather than God? What makes 
you feel safe where you don�t have to trust in God as much and may get the glory and 
honor and recognition and not have to share it with God?  What about in your life; what 
is it (that something) that if it was taken away would cause you to feel very unsafe, 
insecure, and �challenged�? 
 
Let me ask you in a different way: What are you good at that makes you admired, 
honored, and helps your cash flow (what makes you money)?  These are ultimately 
because of God�s gifting us as His people.  God should be recognized, but often we get 
the recognition and we boast in our strength as if we did it all by ourselves! 
 
"Your weakness will never keep you from God as much as your strength will." -- Ted 

Tripp. 
 
As God�s people we tend to fear when we are weak; we tend to fear when we�re not in 
power and control and we fail to trust the LORD.  Let me go further, we not only �tend� 
we strive with all our might to hide or deny our fears (because someone might find out 
we are actually fearful, scared little people in this big ol bad world!) 
 
In fact, when we do overcome our fears by our own perceived power and strength, we 
also take the glory away from God and grant it to ourselves! 
 
We depend upon so much on our strength and many false estimations about what makes 
us secure in this world.  God grants to us all gifts, and we make those gifts hindrances, 
and we trust in them - -that is, we trust in our gifts, and then we become weak idolaters 
rather than strong warriors for Christ. 
 
Do you realize that every smart person is only one stroke away from being unable to 
think? Do you realize that every fast runner is one bone break away from being able 
never to run again? Do you realize that every human being is one small cut away from 
bleeding to death? Do you realize that the spiritually gifted is just one possible sin away 
from blowing their opportunities to be effective with the gifts as Christians? 
 
Have you not noticed and recognized your weakness and frailty and your �dustness� 
(Psalm 103:13ff) as creatures?  We are frail and weak, so why are we trying to hide it 
anyway? God takes the despised, the weak, the sinful, the idolatrous and makes 
something of them- -like Gideon- -like us!  This truth is the heart of the Gospel!  
Listen carefully to 1 Corinthians 1:26-29: 
 
For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards,1 not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is 
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foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being1 might boast in the presence of God. 
 
God is so committed to us so that it seems that when we don�t recognize our weakness, 
he has a great way of bringing us into a situation where we must face it soberly, and 
become by His grace ready to admit and confess it - -and find our strength in him! 
 
God reveals with Gideon that the tendency to rely on one�s own strength reveals a deeper, 
more spiritual (hidden) problem of idolatry.  Israel and Gideon�s problems and failure 
before God were because they tended sinfully to trust in everything but God and His 
Word. 
 
What does God strip you of? That which tends to replace God�s Word and our walking in 
the Spirit with God, fully confident in him.  Oh, that we could achieve the Apostle Paul�s 
understanding by God�s grace that whenever we are weak- -then we are truly strong in 
God! 
 
ESV 2 Corinthians 12:9-10: But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am 
strong. 
 
Have you come to understand that you should boast all the more in your weaknesses 
(estimated weaknesses you have that make you �not in control� or �insecure� or 
�frightened that you will fail� etc)- -and learn to boast all the more in Christ�s power by 
His Spirit!   
 
Christ was not fully revealed at this time in redemptive-history to Gideon and Israel, but 
when they trusted God�s Word, and were led by His Spirit, the power and glory of Christ 
rested upon them! 
 
Rather than denying our fears of being weak, God wants us to face our fears.  God wants 
us to face our fears of realizing that we are truly weak. 
 
God ministered to Gideon�s natural and sinful fears once again; the first time he 
accommodated Gideon�s request, now he makes Gideon face his fears and then to learn 
to trust God for not only victory but for the legs and the resolve to overcome his fears and 
lead the people of God into the glorious victory and salvation of the LORD!   
 
God told Gideon that if he was still afraid (after he had told him through His Word, 
accommodated by using the fleece, etc), then go down with Purah and look at the enemy 
for yourself (7:10ff). 
 
Notice how God made Gideon actually face his fears of weakness. 
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When Gideon sneaked a peak at the enemy, he saw a valley filled with the enemies of 
God that were swarming and as numerous as locusts (7:12).  Nothing humanly speaking 
could defeat this army! They not only had many men and many swords to fight with; they 
had many camels to ride and fight on; they were like the sand that was on the seashore in 
abundance (7:12- They looked like what God�s people were to look like according to 
God�s Word of promise to Abraham). 
 
You can imagine how that after Gideon got a glimpse of that he was perplexed about why 
God had told him that would relieve his fears of the enemy and cause him to trust in God 
(v.12).  In fact, it would cause Gideon naturally to come back and count his 300 men, and 
the number of camels they had (if they had any at all), and perhaps to even ponder why it 
seemed that the enemy looked more like the fulfillment of God�s promise to Abraham, 
rather than Israel! 
 
Many things could have stirred in Gideon�s soul; he could have thought that he had 
reason to fear now; he could have compared Israel with his own finite understanding and 
reason and deduct that the war was useless and the battle would be a disaster; he could 
have wondered if God�s Word was all that reliable, being that God�s promises to 
Abraham have seemed to work themselves out more for God�s enemies than for Israel at 
this point; so much could have entangled Gideon�s mind and will at this time. 
 
But in the midst of Gideon facing his own fears with his fear as God had told him, 
Gideon hears the Word of the LORD from the enemy (from a very unlikely place, the 
truth of God comes).  One soldier-warrior told a dream to another that was rightly 
interpreted to be that God had given Midian into the hand of Gideon the son of Joash- -
the very sword of Gideon was the sword of YHWH, the Living and True God! (7:14). 
 
Gideon responded with worship of God (7:15).   
 
ESV Judges 7:15 As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he 
worshiped. And he returned to the camp of Israel and said, "Arise, for the LORD has given the 
host of Midian into your hand." 
 
Believing God�s Word and God�s promises to Gideon, caused Gideon to worship God in 
spirit and truth.  This worship victory would precede Gideon�s victory; the worship of 
God strengthened Gideon�s resolve and he was then ready for battle!  Isn�t this similar to 
our worship today as well? We hear of the victory of the LORD and then we are sent 
forth to stand firm in God�s victory!! 
 
After hearing the victory that would be the LORD�s, Gideon woke his 300 soldiers, 
dividing them into three companies of 100.  When Gideon and his men came to the 
outskirts of the enemy�s camp they were to blow the trumpets and shout aloud: �For the 
LORD and for Gideon!� 
 
Gideon and his men were victorious before the LORD and because of the LORD their 
God, and their enemies were utterly destroyed (7:21-25).  You can imagine the great and 
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mighty armies of the enemy as they run from three companies of only 100 men- -but they 
knew that the LORD was God in Israel. 
 
So God through weakness made Gideon and Israel strong.  The spiritual battle was 
won through weakness.  God calls us to this same spiritual battle of being considered 
weak in the eyes of the world in order to win our daily spiritual battles: mercy rather 
than hatred;  
 
Gideon had other successes as a Judge of Israel endowed with the Spirit of God, and the 
people wanted Gideon to be their king (8:22ff).  Gideon had learned strength in 
weakness, now he would be tempted to glory-seek!  Gideon understood his role as Judge-
Warrior-Savior-Deliverer and it was to direct the people�s worship and service by to 
YHWH as king- -not himself.   
 
Yet like any sinner, and more particularly like any leader in the Church, there is always a 
temptation to want to be considered great rather than weak in the people�s eyes 
(especially after a victory!).  Again, the sin is desiring to be considered strong rather than 
truly weak (as you are).  It seems that while Gideon did not think he should be king, he 
nevertheless sought leadership in Israel over the people and a king-like, royal lifestyle 
that was not granted to him by God. 
 
This brings us back to the beginning of Gideon�s call (6:11ff).  Gideon was to rearrange 
his worship and service priorities in his home, in his town, as a representative of Israel.  
Once the True and Living God was being worshipped and the false idols were smashed, 
then the battle could be waged as God�s people would fight against their enemies- - and 
God would give the Church great success by His grace and power of His Spirit. 
 
The people wanted a king. After so many years of being oppressed under foreign kings, 
the people spoke; the vox populi screamed for a leader like the other nations.  In fact, 
what is obvious in this passage is that Israel had not learned that it is God who has 
saved them not Gideon (notice that the reason they want Gideon to rule over them is �for 
you have saved us from the hand of Midian�-8:23; cf. 8:34: The Israelites also �did not 
remember the LORD their God, who had rescued them�): 
 
ESV Judges 8:22-24: Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, "Rule over us, you and your son 
and your grandson also, for you have saved us from the hand of Midian." 23 Gideon said to 
them, "I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the LORD will rule over 
you." 24 And Gideon said to them, "Let me make a request of you: every one of you give me the 
earrings from his spoil." (For they had golden earrings, because they were Ishmaelites.) 
 
We must remember that our best leaders in the Church have faults and Gideon reminds us 
all of that!  We should notice that Gideon does not correct the people when they imply 
that Gideon is the one who has saved the Israelites from the Midianites (8:22).  Secondly, 
Gideon knows that God has saved Israel from Midian, so why doesn�t he give glory to 
God where it is due? 
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I think this passage reveals to us the heart of Gideon as he seems to reject being king; he 
is being hypocritical.  One the one hand, Gideon thinks only God should be king of 
Israel, but on the other hand because Gideon�s heart seems still divided, he is willing to 
receive some of the glory, and if not particularly the position of king, then perhaps 
another position of leadership, and prosperous wealthy living would not be so bad either!   
 
To be clear: Gideon has experienced God�s strength in weakness, but he has not yet 
grown comfortable with being weak.  Gideon is struggling like we all do with faith in 
God�s weakness as our true power.  So Gideon wants power; power as the world can 
grant it. 
 
I think Gideon is being revealed here as a hypocrite with a divided heart before God and 
man.  Gideon is saying one thing, but meaning another (�Only God is king and should get 
glory, but I�ll take a bit of the power and position and glory if you don�t mind�, 8:23-24).  
This is like a modern politician saying: �There is only one man who should be president, 
but if you get me a position close enough, then I would be happy to give advice, rule with 
you, and take some of the power-perks that go along with the office�whaddayasay?!). 
 
Although Gideon says that the people should have only YHWH as king, he nevertheless 
wants to celebrate the victory he has won for Israel and to be recognized in some way for 
it! 
 
It is interesting to note that the legitimate call that God had called and commissioned 
Gideon to perform took some time for him to be assured enough to accomplish and fulfill 
it; but when offered a place as leader by the people (a role God had NOT called him to), 
he was quick to sit down in the position and take over! 
 
Gideon�s first act as powerful worldly ruler of Israel (certainly not �King Gideon� only 
God is king, right?!).  Gideon makes an elaborate ephod (about 42 pounds of solid gold).  
It is ironic that this idolatrous act of Gideon is similar to Aaron before him when Moses 
had turned his back to go up on Mount Sinai to receive revelation from God (Exodus 32).  
Aaron took gold from the people and made an idol for the people to access God and 
worship.  Now Gideon commits a similar act and this time makes an ephod like the one 
Aaron wore- -not a golden calf this time (we all need a little variety in our idol making, I 
reckon!). 
 
The ephod was something the Aaronic Priests were to wear as mediators before God, so 
that the people could come to God in worship and to seek his direction (cf. Exodus 28:1-
35; 39:1-26; Numbers 27:21).  What is happening here in this scene is that Gideon is 
fashioning not merely an idol, but more particularly a golden �fleece�.  This �golden 
fleece� or ephod would now be used as a substitute for God�s Word and the medium that 
Gideon would use to direct the people according to divine knowledge (similar to other 
pagans during that time in redemptive-history). 
 
Gideon apparently sought more as a leader than God had directly commanded and called 
him to perform; Gideon would refuse the role of king, but he seems to take it upon 
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himself to be High Priest before God to give special revelation and guidance to the 
people.  Gideon has forgotten what he has learned about hearing and believing God�s 
Word and he is making a substitute. 
 
Ultimately, what we should understand here is that Gideon allowed for something to be 
brought into the worship of God that became idolatrous.  Gideon made an ephod and put 
it into his city in Ophrah (perhaps for the glory of his defeat?).  And the people 
worshipped and served the ephod; in fact, the Bible says that all Israel �whored after it 
there, and it became a snare to Gideon and to his family� (8:27-28).   
 
At the very place where Gideon had torn down the altar to Baal, now becomes a place of 
idolatry again! 
 
God had not told Gideon to make an ephod and serve as a kind of Levitical priest; God 
had called and commissioned Gideon to serve as judge-deliverer of the people; God had 
made his will known to Gideon and had graciously tried to teach him to about trusting his 
Word and power of His Spirit. 
 
Now Gideon crosses the acceptable boundaries before God. He does not seek God in 
prayer or consult his word as to whether he should make the ephod for the people- -he 
just self-centeredly makes sure his will is accomplished- -and that he is glorified and 
recognized for his defeat of the Midianites! 
 
In the midst of victory, in the time when God had so recently showed His great power, 
grace and mercy once again to Israel by defeating His and her enemies, Israel so quickly 
turned and did evil in the sight of God by whoring after the very thing that Gideon made 
to represent God�s victory. 
 
Something was brought into worship without God�s permission; something sneaked very 
quickly back into the life of Gideon and the people of Israel, and their hearts were drawn 
toward, then their hearts worshipped, then their hearts were devoted to idolatry once 
again.  Midian was defeated and there was rest for forty years in the days of Gideon- -but 
this time the rest was again fraught with ungratefulness, unthankfulness, forgetfulness of 
God�s grace and power, and idolatry became rampant in the land. 
 
Although Gideon rejected verbally being made king (and seemed to recognize God as 
king), nevertheless, he was willing to live with the wealth and power of kings.  He took to 
himself many wives, lived opulently, and retired from his labor to the LORD. 
 
Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and lived in his own house. 30 Now Gideon had seventy sons, 
his own offspring,1 for he had many wives. 31 And his concubine who was in Shechem also bore 
him a son, and he called his name Abimelech. 32 And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good 
old age and was buried in the tomb of Joash his father, at Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 33 As soon 
as Gideon died, the people of Israel turned again and whored after the Baals and made Baal-
berith their god. 34 And the people of Israel did not remember the LORD their God, who had 
delivered them from the hand of all their enemies on every side, 35 and they did not show 
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steadfast love to the family of Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) in return for all the good that he had 
done to Israel. 
 
Not only did Gideon live as a king would live, his hypocrisy and unbelief caused him to 
have a concubine who was a Canaanite!  He lived like a king with many concubines and 
even one who would bear him a Canaanite son who was ironically named �Abimelech� 
(which means �my father is king�).  A son would be born and the government of Israel 
would be upon his shoulder, but he was a bad man! 
 
Gideon�s unbelief and hypocrisy left open inheritance issues that should have been made 
clear as well as causes Israel to become more and more sinful, forgetting that it was God 
who had delivered them from the hand of Midian. 
 
What is interesting to note here is that Israel had practically become assimilated and 
�Canaanized� by this time (this is how much they have degenerated as the visible 
Church).  Before, the people of Israel would commit idolatry because of the temptation of 
the other nations and their gods; Now Israel had rest and still commited idolatry, this 
time not with foreign gods of other nations like Baal and Ashteroth, but gods made by 
their own nimble fingers and sword-calloused hands (8:28b, 33: �As soon as Gideon 
died��).   
 
The Israelites whored after an idol made by Gideon to put it sadly. 
 
A house-cleaning, idol-smashing ceremony by faith began our passage; an unfaithful, 
unbelieving good-old-fashioned idol-defiled worship ended it.  There is much to say 
about Gideon�s sin and its influence on the next generation of his family (particularly was 
we will see with Abimelech in the next sermon).  And what kind of legacy did Gideon 
leave for Israel? We shall turn to that in our next sermon on Judges (D.V.). 
 
Israel would not only worship idols of their own, after Gideon�s death things would 
return sinfully to mass idolatry and the people of Israel would turn again and whore after 
the Baals and made Baal-berith their god (8:33). 
 
God should have been glorified; Gideon should not have taken the credit and stolen 
God�s glory.  God and his grace and mercy were again forgotten by the people (8:34-35)!   
 
There was no thought of God, his deliverance or even steadfast love shown to the family 
of Gideon for what God had done through him. 
 
Gideon is a reminder first of all to all of God�s leaders that there is a constant temptation 
to seek the glory of our service to the LORD for ourselves.  Gideon serves to remind us 
that God alone should get the glory because the truth is it is not about us! It is about 
Christ!  The main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing- -and the MAIN THING 
(or rather, the MAIN ONE) is Jesus Christ and His grace. 
 
The story of Gideon reminds us that God is to be glorified for His power, and His grace, 
and His forgiveness- -and all that we say or do should be in our testimony and praise of 
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God�s greatness- -GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS- -we should sing with all of our 
hearts! 
 
God would one day send Israel a king; God would one day come and destroy all of 
Midian and a son would be born; not Abimelech- -but God�s very own Son.  As the 
Prophet Isaiah said many years prior: 
 
ESV Isaiah 9:4-7: For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping warrior 
in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For to us 
a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon1 his shoulder, and his 
name shall be called2 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
Professor Darrell Block writes truthfully and helpfully: ��The greatest obstacle to the 
work of God among his people and in the world at large is the faithlessness of his people. 
Gideon was one of these faithless persons�� (NAC, pg. 307). 
 
You might ask: �How did Gideon ever get into the �Hall of the Faithful� in Hebrews 
11?!�  In Hebrews 11, Gideon is described with other believing folks who �made it�: 
 
ESV Hebrews 11:32-34: And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets- 33 who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were 
made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 
 
Gideon is listed in the �Hall of the Faithful� and even alongside the great King David and 
Samuel and the prophets! How?   
 
Because of God�s grace.  God Himself in the fullness of the times became a weak baby, 
who grew into a weak man in the eyes of the world who was strong with God�s Spirit and 
mighty in the Word of God.  Through the weakness of death Jesus Christ secured strength 
and power of eternal life for His people. 
 
Jesus did not secure your salvation through what the world considers strong- -he became 
weak (Phil. 2:6-11); Jesus did not seek your salvation by glory-seeking, but by putting 
God and others first- -putting you and your life before his own- -so that you might live 
with him for all eternity. 
 
The story of Gideon is our story.  If any of us are going to make it into Hebrews 11, or 
into God�s �Hall of Faith� it will be by God�s grace alone to us.  The story of Gideon is 
simply our story as God�s people.  If we are to be saved, if we are to be truly redeemed it 
will not be our works, or our faithfulness to God.  Rather, we will be saved, delivered, 
and part of the �Hall of Faith� because of God�s grace to us.   
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God is revealed throughout The Book of Judges as the God-Father-Husband who will 
remain covenantally faithful even when his people are promiscuously unfaithful and go 
whoring after other gods (8:27, 33).  The people of God are described as those who 
�whore� after idols, God is revealed as the One who is committed to smashing those idols 
and making us loyal. 
 
God fights not only against our enemies, but fights for our loyalty and commitment.  We 
are whores, unfaithful, promiscuous, and we give ourselves to others- -but God loves His 
people and will continue to love us as we learn of his undying faithfulness and loyalty to 
us in Jesus Christ! 
 
And because of God�s grace to us, we as Gideon before us, can fix our eyes on Jesus the 
Author and Perfector of our faith, and run the race that is set before us, running by faith 
and with perseverance knowing that we are saved by grace alone through faith, and this is 
not of our own works. 
 
Where would Gideon be if not for God�s grace? Where would we be? What did Gideon 
deserve? What do we deserve? 
 
God�s judgment- -an eternal place of suffering and pain is what we all deserve.  But God 
gives his grace to those who humbly realize this and turn to him.   
 
The last we hear of Gideon in his story is that he was proud, idolatrous, and had made 
mistakes with regard to his future.  Then we hear of him in Hebrews 11 as an example of 
the Christian faith!   
 
Can you imagine if your story with God was compressed to include only three chapters of 
the Bible?  I reckon that our story would include good times and bad times, faithfulness 
to God and unfaithfulness to God - -let�s take it easy on our judgment of Gideon.  
Someone might just end our story with our last sin, rather than the great work of Christ 
for us. 
 
We might hear a joke like this: 
 
�Hey have you heard the one about the Christian coward who was called a man of 
courage and valor; who was clothed with the Spirit and ended up clothing an idol with an 
idolatrous ephod; who learned strength in weakness and ended up striving for strength; 
who learned that God alone should get the glory and ended up receiving the glory?� Have 
you heard of that one?� 
 
Well, it would be just a joke, if it were not for such an amazing God! 
 
We should see the story of Gideon as one where if the Church is ever to get her act 
together, loving, worshipping and serving God as we should, it will be because of God�s 
commitment and grace to us.  If the Church is ever to have her priorities permanently 



 20

rearranged so that we love and serve God alone, then it will be because of God�s 
commitment and grace to us! 
 
If the Church is ever to glory in her weaknesses and experience the power and glory of 
Christ it will be because God�s commitment to us! 
 
In God�s grace we take our stand as God�s people; by God�s grace, we respond in our 
obedience and faithfulness, and we commit ourselves to smashing all idols, all 
allegiances, and resisting all temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil. 
 
Thanks be to God for His Christ! Thanks be to God for His Word!
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Scripture Lesson 
ESV Deuteronomy 7:17-24: "If you say in your heart, 'These nations are greater than I. 
How can I dispossess them?' 18 you shall not be afraid of them but you shall remember 
what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt, 19 the great trials that your 
eyes saw, the signs, the wonders, the mighty hand, and the outstretched arm, by which the 
LORD your God brought you out. So will the LORD your God do to all the peoples of 
whom you are afraid. 20 Moreover, the LORD your God will send hornets among them, 
until those who are left and hide themselves from you are destroyed. 21 You shall not be 
in dread of them, for the LORD your God is in your midst, a great and awesome God. 22 
The LORD your God will clear away these nations before you little by little. You may 
not make an end of them at once,1 lest the wild beasts grow too numerous for you. 23 But 
the LORD your God will give them over to you and throw them into great confusion, 
until they are destroyed. 24 And he will give their kings into your hand, and you shall 
make their name perish from under heaven. No one shall be able to stand against you 
until you have destroyed them. 
 

ESV 2 Corinthians 12:8-10: Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should 
leave me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I 
am strong. 
 
ESV Hebrews 11:32-34: And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets- 33 who through 
faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of 
lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out 
of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 


