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PRAISE GOD FOR HIS PLAN OF REDEMPTION 

(SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 2013) 

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 40; Rom. 11:28-32 

Introduction 

I think we can safely say that literacy, the ability to read and write, is higher today among 

Christians than it was in the time of the New Testament, and yet we see something about the 

intellectual ability of early Christians when we read the NT. Paul, Peter, James, and John did 

not write simplistic letters. The gospels are rich in theology and literary beauty. The first 

readers of the book of Romans would have been challenged just as we are in terms of knowing 

the message of all of Scripture. 

The end of Romans 11 is a call to reflect on the main theme in the book of Romans, the 

salvation of Jews and Greeks through the work of Christ. The end of Romans 11 calls us to 

marvel in God’s amazing plan of redemption from the first promise in the Garden, to the 

calling of a godly line through Seth, Noah, Shem, and especially in the calling of Abraham, 

which prepared the way for the coming of the Messiah, the seed of Abraham. 

The end of Romans 11 teaches us that all true theology should lead to doxology.  

Praise God for His wisdom as you recognize the perfection of His plans. 

We will consider the final verses of Romans 11 in two parts, verses 28-32 and verses 33-36. 

1. ISRAEL – GOD’S BELOVED ENEMY, VV. 28-32 

Rom. 11:28   Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning 

the election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers.  29 For the gifts and the calling 

of God are irrevocable.  30 For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now 

obtained mercy through their disobedience,  31 even so these also have now been 

disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may obtain mercy.  32 For 
God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all. 

These five verses conclude and also summarize the main themes in Romans 9-11. Verses 28 

and 29 connect with Romans 11:1-2. Verses 30-31 summarize what Paul has stated about the 

intertwined nature of the salvation of Gentiles and Jews that Paul discusses in Romans 11:11-

27.1 And then verse 32 could be connected with a number of places in Romans where Paul 
                                                
1 Moo, 729. 
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discusses the guilt of Gentiles and Jews before a holy God as well as the only way of salvation in 

Jesus Christ. These verses again bear witness to the fact that Romans 9-11 is a key part of the 

book of Romans. 

I have stressed in our study of Romans 9-11 Paul’s clear teaching as it relates to unbelief and 

rebellion. Paul stands on God’s sovereignty. He also presents man’s responsibility. In no way 

does he try to downplay the reality of unbelief. Paul has great sorrow and continual grief in his 

heart. He prays for the salvation of his own people. These are the actions and attitudes we 

should have in considering those lost in their sins, especially those who have departed from the 

truth they once might have professed. 

The subject of the Jewish people which is at the heart of these chapters is a challenging issue. I 

have mentioned that there sadly is not agreement among Christians. This is not because there 

is a problem with God’s Word but rather the problem is with us. We are limited in our 

understanding and in too many cases we are lazy in our study of Scripture. As you think of the 

1119 chapters in God’s Word in 66 books, how much of the Bible is still a very unopened book 

to you?  

There are about 178,000 words in the NT. And there are nearly 159,000 words in the prophets 

from Isaiah – Malachi, about 20% of Scripture. Much of this material is quite challenging. 

Now I am not saying that you cannot profit from Scripture unless you have total understanding 

of all 66 books, but much of our difficulty is that we are not familiar enough with Scripture 

especially given the amazing resources and helps that are available.  

In giving attention to verses 28-32, I believe verse 28 is the key verse and that in verses 29-32 

Paul presents three points of justification or at least response to the truth of verse 28. 

What is the status of the Jewish people still lost in their sins? Paul presents two points which 

present two strong answers to this question. The answer contains a great contrast but the two 

parts are not contradictory. 

On one hand, unbelieving Jews are enemies of the gospel for the sake of Gentiles. On the other 

hand, because of God’s call of Abraham and the fathers, they are beloved. 

Both parts of this verse must be appreciated if we are to do justice to God’s Word and have a 

proper understanding of God’s history of salvation. 

Paul throughout Romans 11 speaks very honestly about the nature of Jewish unbelief. He 

doesn’t downplay it one bit. And yet Paul also recognizes that God’s covenant promises to 

Israel have a continued application. 
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Listen how Paul speaks of Jewish opposition in 1 Thess. 2:15-16. 

1Th. 2:15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have 

persecuted us; and they do not please God and are contrary to all men,  16 forbidding 

us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, so as always to fill up the measure of 
their sins; but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost. 

It is important in looking at Romans 9-11 to recognize that when Paul speaks of election in 

some cases he is speaking about individual election and in other cases corporate election. There 

is a connection but also a significant difference. Paul showed how God in exercising the 

pleasure of His will chose to love Jacob and hate Esau. God has mercy on whom He wills, and 

whom He wills He hardens. As we read earlier in Romans 9, they are not all Israel who are of 

Israel. And yet Paul earlier in Romans 9 and in other places in Romans 9-11 speaks of the 

corporate calling of Israel. This doesn’t mean the salvation of all Israel but it does speak of 

God’s covenant and how God uses the Jewish people in His perfect plan of redemption. 

The Jewish people who remain in their unbelief can be compared to a child who grows up in a 

Christian family, is baptized, is taught the Word of God, but then later rebels. That child 

stands under God’s covenant judgment even as that child bears evidence of God’s love and the 

blessing of many gifts. 

So in terms of the gospel message unbelieving Jews are under God’s wrath and judgment. They 

are enemies. In terms of God’s covenant call of Abraham and the people of Israel, Israel is 

beloved because of God’s promises and grace that He showed to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

John Calvin wrote: 

For we must bear this in mind, — that he speaks not now of the election of individuals, 

but of the common adoption of the whole nation, which might seem for a time, 

according to the outward appearance, to have failed, but had not been cut up by the 

roots. As the Jews had fallen from their privilege and the salvation promised them, that 

some hope might remain to the remnant, Paul maintains that the purpose of God 

stands firm and immovable, by which he had once deigned to choose them for himself 
as a peculiar nation.2 

The record of history in terms of how Christians have related to the Jewish people is in many 

ways an ugly history. There is much that could be studied on this issue, that I certainly cannot 
                                                
2 John Calvin, Commentary on Romans, s.v. Romans 11:29. 
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go into now, but I would like to think that had verse 28 been truly appreciated and applied, 

some of this history would be quite different. 

If you look at verses 29-32 you see the word for used three times at the start of verses 29, 30, 

and 32. I think we can say that Paul is giving either three supportive points to verse 28 or at 

least 3 points of related response to verse 28. 

Verse 29 is the first point – the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable. 

What a beautiful verse. God does not give a gift and then remove that gift. God is always 

faithful to His promises, even when those who receive the gift do not respond with thanksgiving 

and trust. 

The word gift is used six times in Romans to refer to spiritual gifts and also the salvation found 

in Christ. Here it refers to the privileges given to Israel that Paul earlier summarized in 

Romans 9:4-5 – the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, 

and the promises, of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Messiah 

came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen. 

The gifts and calling of God are irrevocable. The gifts that Paul has described can be 

summarized as the calling that God gave to Israel or we can say that God’s call is the most 

important of those gifts.3  

Now clearly Paul is not teaching anything that denies personal responsibility and the necessity 

of faith and repentance. But here we do have a firm foundation for trusting and resting in Jesus 

Christ. The calling and gifts that God gave to the Jewish people are still offered to them so that 

they will find the greatest gift which is salvation in Jesus Christ. The calling and gifts given to 

everyone who is trusting in Jesus Christ will never be taken away. 

Verses 30 and 31 together make the second point. These two verses are important in light of 

the theme of Romans, the gospel message, the power of God unto salvation, for everyone who 

believes, which is offered to the Jew first and to the Greek. 

I have tried to emphasize that as we consider our own salvation and God’s work among the 

nations, that we must not think that God has two separate plans but one plan that involves 

both Jews and Gentiles. 

Look at what Paul says about our salvation. We have obtained mercy through the disobedience 

of the Jewish people. Think of the significance of this. And then look again at verse 31. The 

                                                
3 Moo, 732. 
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first part of this verse can be translated as, “They have disobeyed for the sake of mercy for 

you.”4 If this is the best translation, then two times here Paul emphasizes how God sovereignly 

used the rebellion of the Jewish people to bring mercy to many Gentiles. 

The salvation of the Gentiles can never be separated from the unbelief and judgment of the 

Jewish people. This we must never forget. And it is this close relationship that is part of the 

hope that more of the Jewish people will come to saving faith in Jesus Christ. Through the 

mercy that we have received there is hope that even now the Jewish people will experience the 

mercy of God that leads to salvation. 

Verse 32 concludes this section. In the NKJV it reads to sound like Paul is talking about just 

the Jewish people – For God has committed them all to disobedience. Other translations 

emphasize that Paul is talking about both Jews and Gentiles. 

The NET version reads - For God has consigned all people to disobedience so that 

he may show mercy to them all. 

This we might say is the last verse in Romans that is directly part of the theological section of 

the book, which is composed of Romans 1-11. What an important summary verse we see here 

that brings together God’s judgment and also His work of salvation. 

Paul uses an interesting verb here in verse 32, committed. It means to make someone or 

something a prisoner. God has committed all men and women to disobedience. That is an 

interesting concept isn’t it? The language here connects back to Romans 1 where three times 

Paul speaks of Gentiles being handed over or given up to the consequences of their sins. 

Rom. 1:24   Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their 

hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 

In Romans 2 and 3, Paul then turned his attention to the Jewish people, showing indeed the 

great benefits they enjoyed, but also exposing their sin, hypocrisy, and trust in external 

blessings. 

And so before a holy God all nations, all races, all tongues stand guilty. All men have been 

imprisoned in God’s judgment to disobedience. What is Romans 3:23? 

Rom. 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

Verse 24 presents the solution. 

                                                
4 Moo, 734. 
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Rom. 3:24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 

And it is exactly this point we see in verse 32. All nations and peoples stand guilty before God. 

God has determined to have mercy on all people. This is not a proof verse for universalism as 

some have claimed but a testimony again to God’s mercy shown to people from every nation. 

How many God will save from each group of people Paul does not say.5 

The reality of unbelief must be taken seriously. Some claim the high percentage of people who 

do not believe the gospel message to be an argument against its truth. This is a foolish 

argument, but still the reality of unbelief must not be denied or swept under the rug as it were. 

According to the CIA World Factbook, there are 7 billion people in the world. About 33% are 

classified as Christians, but this includes 17% Roman Catholic, 4% Orthodox, and 6% 

Protestant and a little over 1% Anglican. What percentage of people in the world have a saving 

knowledge of Jesus Christ? It would not seem to be all that high. Is it 5 or 10%, perhaps 

higher? 

The modern nation of Israel today is classified as only 2% Christian, 76% Jewish, and 17% 

Muslim.6 

Lest we make the wrong conclusion about the sad reality of even our own age, Paul challenges 

us with a great doxology that exalts God’s wisdom. Yes, we grieve in considering the unbelief of 

those that we know. We are to grieve over the unbelief of the vast percentage of Jewish people. 

But we have no right to challenge God concerning His wisdom and plan. 

At the beginning of Romans 9, Paul briefly declared in a word of doxology that Jesus Christ is 

over all, that He is the eternally blessed God. Amen. We conclude now with an even longer 

doxology that ends this wonderful section of Romans. 

 

2. THE UNFATHOMABLE DEPTHS OF GOD, VV. 33-36 

Rom. 11:33   Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!  34  “For who has 
known the mind of the LORD?  Or who has become His counselor?” 

                                                
5 Moo, 737. 
6 Above statistics coming from the CIA World Factbook. Available online. 
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35  “Or who has first given to Him  And it shall be repaid to him?” 

36  For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. 
Amen. 

R. C. Sproul in his commentary on Romans shares the comments of one his professors in 

Holland where he studied. “Gentlemen, all sound theology begins and ends with doxology.”7 

The book of Romans ends with a blessing of God and here we have one of the most beautiful 

hymns of praise in the NT. 

This doxology has three sections to it and each of the sections has three parts. 

I don't want to over analyze such a beautiful part of God’s Word, but in our time remaining let 

us consider these verses. 

The first word of verse 33 is short but must not be missed. Oh! Paul here is writing with 

exclamation, with great emotion and feeling! Romans 9 begins with Paul showing his great 

sorrow, but Romans 11 ends with his great praise. 

Romans 1 speaks of the knowledge of God displayed throughout creation. No one can stand 

before God with the excuse, I didn’t know you existed, God. God has made that clear. The 

language in this doxology also has a context of creation noted by the word depth. God has 

revealed Himself in creation and creation also bears witness to man’s limited knowledge of 

both God and creation. 

Even today, the vastness of the oceans contain many thousands or more of creatures that we 

know very little about. Mt. Everest towers at 29,035 feet. The Marianas Trench in the western 

Pacific ocean has a maximum measured depth of 35,840 feet.8 How little we know about the 

amazing creatures that can live more than 6 miles below the surface of the waters. The depths 

of the oceans are incredible, but even more the depths of the riches and the wisdom and 

knowledge of God. 

The riches of God speak of His love and saving grace to those who do not deserve such love. 

It is important to emphasize this love, because it is not something that you just feel or 

experience like other things. You can look back, perhaps, to the lifestyle of sin that you might 

                                                
7 Sproul, 393. 
8 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mariana_Trench. The Challenger Deep is the the name of the deepest part 
of the 1,580 mile long trench with an average width of 43 miles. 
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have once enjoyed, the lifestyle of death and rebellion. This is part of realizing the riches of 

God. There is more in terms of focusing often on how much we have been given by God. 

- True peace and knowledge of sins forgiven. 

- A true understanding of God and the world, sin, salvation, and the purpose of our existence. 

- Daily spiritual blessings – God’s protection, care, and provision for you. 

- The working of the Holy Spirit 

- True fellowship with our Creator and Redeemer 

Wisdom and knowledge often go together in Scripture but I don't think we have to join them as 

one thing. 

Wisdom refers to all that God does in both creation and redemption. The gospel message in a 

special way testifies to the amazing wisdom of God that men reject as being foolish or shameful. 

1Cor. 1:21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know 

God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who 
believe. 

God’s knowledge can refer to His infinite knowledge of all things, which surpasses all our 

understanding. 

The knowledge of God can also speak in a special way of His knowledge and care for His 

people whom He loves.9 

What did David exclaim in a similar way in Psalm 139? 

Psa. 139:1    O LORD, You have searched me and known me. 

2  You know my sitting down and my rising up;  You understand my thought afar off.  

3  You comprehend my path and my lying down,  And are acquainted with all my 
ways.  

4  For there is not a word on my tongue,  But behold, O LORD, You know it altogether. 

Hear again also the precious words of our Lord from Matthew 10:29-31. 

                                                
9 Moo, 741. 
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Matthew 10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them 

falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will. 30 But the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered. 31 Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 

Who can know fully the depths of the riches and the wisdom and knowledge of God? 

Paul then speaks of the unsearchable nature of God’s judgments and that His ways are past 

finding out. Judgments can refer to the way that God advances His salvation.10 

Psa. 36:6  Your righteousness is like the great mountains;  Your judgments are a great 
deep;  O LORD, You preserve man and beast. 

Psa. 119:164 Seven times a day I praise You,   Because of Your righteous judgments. 

The ways of God also refer to His work of salvation, in the amazing ways that God worked in 

saving His people and bringing about the promised Messiah. 

Psa. 77:19  Your way was in the sea,  Your path in the great waters,  And Your 

footsteps were not known. 

Is. 40:3  The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  “Prepare the way of the LORD;  
Make straight in the desert  A highway for our God. 

For at least the 13th time in these three chapters, Paul turns again to the OT. Verses 34 and 35 

are taken from Isaiah 40:13 and Job 41:11. The two verses joined together as one quotation ask 

three questions. It is possible to see that each question relates in reverse order to the three 

declarations of praise in verse 33.11 

Who knows the mind of the LORD? God’s ways are past finding out. 

Who has been God’s counselor? For how unsearchable are His judgments. 

Who has given to God and deserves to be repaid? We have no claim to the depths of God’s 

riches, wisdom, and knowledge of His people. 

I think it is significant that Paul in verses 34 and 35 quotes from two very different books in the 

OT, Isaiah and Job. The unity of these two citations is the focus on God’s sovereignty and 

salvation in light of human misery and suffering. How utterly foolish for anyone to attempt to 

                                                
10 Commentary on the NT Use of the OT, 679. 
11 Moo, 743. 
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reduce the ways of God and His work in our lives and around the world to something we can 

manage or comprehend.12 

Paul then concludes in verse 36 with his final three-part praise of our triune God. 

God is the source, the means, and the goal of all things in creation and salvation. He sustains 

and guides all things to Himself and His saving ends.13 Therefore he deserves glory forever. 

AMEN. 

R. C. Sproul in his Romans commentary observed wisely. 

When we come into God’s presence to worship him, the only appropriate response is 

reverence, awe, humility, and submission. The contemporary church all too often 

displays a cavalier approach to worship. Many have no idea about the one they are 

dealing with, the one for whom the angels themselves have to cover their eyes when 

they sing of his glory. Our glory comes and goes but the glory of God endures 
forever.14 

 

CONCLUSION 

Praise God for His wisdom as you recognize the perfection of His plans. 

 

Prayer 

Hymn: 364 

Benediction – Jude 24, 25 

  Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling,  And to present you faultless  Before the 

presence of His glory with exceeding joy,   To God our Savior,  Who alone is wise,  Be glory 

and majesty,  Dominion and power,  Both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

                                                
12 Commentary on the NT Use of the OT, 679. 
13 Ibid., 679. 
14 Sproul, 403. 


