
1 Pet. 2:13-17 (WCF 20:3-4)  “Liberty and Authority”

For the Children: We have been set free from Satan, sin and death, so that we may serve God according to 
His Word.  But that does not mean that no one else can tell us what to do.  Your parents can tell you what to 
do.  So can your teacher, your Session and the police.  If everyone could do whatever they wanted, home, 
school, society and even church would probably be a real mess!  The Lord wants home, school, work-place, 
church and society to be good places.  So He gives rules for these places and puts people in charge to make 
sure there is good behavior in these places.  If we do not obey those people the Lord sets over us, we are 
going against God and harming our neighbour.  Questions: What do God’s children do when they “submit” 
to authorities?   Does obeying others destroy our freedom as God’s children?  What is our “freedom”?
______________________________________________________________________________________
___

Introduction:

First Point: Submission to Authority
1) The Meaning of Submission: The word “submit” is a strong “military” word, referring to the 

arrangement of people in rank under someone else.  In this case, the submission is voluntary – 
“submit yourselves.”  The self-limiting of one’s exercise of freedom is not, by definition, contrary to 
true liberty.  This submission involves obedience (Rom. 13:1-7, Eph. 6:1,2; LD 39); prayer (1 Tim. 
2:1,20; paying one’s dues (Rom. 13:6-8); and respect (1 Pet. 2:17, Rom. 13:7)

2) The Spheres of Submission:  The same principles apply in every authority-structure the Lord has 
ordained – children with parents (Eph. 6:1f); the school, by extension; a wife with her husband (1 
Pet. 3:1); workers with their boss (1 pet. 2:18); church-members with Session (Heb. 13:17)

3) The Reason for Submission: We submit “for the Lord’s sake” (1 Pet. 2:13, 19; Eph. 6:1, 5-7). 
Obedience to human authority arises from the fact that God appointed them to exercise that 
authority.  God has appointed them to uphold good and punish evildoers (1 Pet. 2:14, Rom. 13:3-4). 
This actually upholds Christian liberty, which is found in the service of God according to His Word 
(WCF 20:4).  Since this is good for man as well, submission upholds the law of love, the basis of the 
“2nd Table.”  Hence v. 17 requires that we honour all men.  Human authorities do not always make 
this easy, because of their sin, bad laws etc.  But if we rebel on the pretext of Christian liberty, we go 
against both God and man

Second Point: Freedom in the Lord
1) Acting as Free Men: Positively, we are called to “act as free men” (v. 16).  This does not mean using 

our freedom as a covering for evil.  It means doing what is right in God’s eyes, out of fear of the Lord 
(v. 17), in holiness and righteousness all the days of our lives (WCF 20:3), recognizing that we are 
His “bondslaves” (v. 16).  

2) Silencing Ignorance; Submission for God’s sake is a good witness.  It can help silence unbelievers 
who attack the faith in ignorance.  We want the Gospel itself to be the only offence to men – not our 
bad behavior or their misunderstanding of Christian behaviour

3) Honouring Man as Well as God: When we submit to human authorities for God’s sake we are also 
showing other people what God requires; we are reinforcing the good that authorities “reward” and 
helping to keep in check the evil that these authorities punish.  Honouring God, our neighbour – and 
especially our brethren – and human authorities, are all connected.  If there is a conflict, we must 
“obey God rather than men” (Acts 4:19, 5:29).  But even that is about honouring God and loving our 
neighbour – by showing others what is right

4) Penalties for Disobedience: If we sinfully rebel against authority in the church or in society, we can 
expect consequences – such as church discipline, or civil penalties.  See WCF 20:4.  God has 
armed the church with “discipline” and the government with the “sword” for this reason.  It shows 
how important the matter of the liberty/authority relationship is to Him

Conclusion:


