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Message:   Live Like Christ in a World Alienated from Him, Part 2
Text:         1 Peter 2:11-17

Introduction

  A.  Last week we began looking at 1 Peter 2:11-17, focusing on the command in verse 11 ...

1 Peter 2:11  Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts
which wage war against the soul. 

      1.  "fleshly lusts " = natural appetites, desires, passions according to our fallen nature.

      2.  Fleshly lusts give birth to sinful “deeds of the flesh.”

Galatians 5:19  Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality,
impurity, sensuality,  idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of 20

anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things 21

like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who
practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

  B.  We saw in 2:11 that Peter gives three reasons why we should avoid and resist the intrusion
of fleshly    lusts/passions into our hearts and lives.

1 Peter 2:11  Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts
which wage war against the soul. 

      1.  We are loved by God
      2.  Fleshly lusts belong to a world in which we are now strangers and aliens.
      3.  Fleshly lusts war against our souls.

I.  We are loved by God

1 Peter 2:11   Beloved (agapatos), I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from
fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul. 

1 Peter 2:4  And coming to Him as to a living stone 

Jeremiah 31:3   The LORD appeared to him from afar, saying, "I have loved you with
an everlasting love; Therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness (hesed).

  A.  God has granted and drawn us to come to Christ and be built upon Him as a cornerstone and
foundation for our    salvation, a cornerstone over which the whole unbelieving world  stumbles
to its destruction.

  B.  Why would we abandon the Lord who loves us in order to return to those who hate us, and



who through    inciting in us fleshly lusts would destroy us?  Why would the church run
from the Father’s arms rather

than run to His loving arms?  So avoid fleshly lusts that would lead you away from the
Father.

II.  Fleshly lusts belong to a world in which we are now strangers and aliens.

1 Peter 2:11   Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts
which wage war against the soul. 

Philippians 3:20  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 

  A.  Fleshly lusts belong the realm of this world - but we Christians do not.  Fleshly lusts are part
of this world’s    customs, practices, and even values - but have no part of the practices and
values of Christ’s kingdom.
  B.  We don’t convert to Islam just because we visit Afghanistan.  We don’t embrace
communism just because we

visit China.  So as citizens of God's kingdom, don’t embrace fleshly passions that are part
of the cultural fabric    of this world which wars against God’s will being done on earth as
it is in heaven.

III.  Fleshly lusts war against our souls.

1 Peter 2:11   Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts
which wage war against the soul.

  A.  Fleshly passions and appetites do not simple hinder our souls, they corrupt our souls, they
tear and shred

the fabric of our souls.

  B.  Left unchecked, their corruption of our souls would lead to the destruction of our souls.  

Galatians 6:7   Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he
will also reap.  For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap 8

corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 

James 1:14  But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.
 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished,15

it brings forth death.

  C.  The antidote to fleshly lusts is to embrace Christ as Lord.  God in His love for us sent His
Son to deliver us from    fleshly lusts, desires, passions which corrupt and destroy us.  It is
not enough to put off sinful desires and    behavior, we must put on Christlike desires and
behavior.  (Worker in the vineyard example.)  So ...



Romans 13:13  Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness,
not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  But put on the 14

Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.

IV.  Having good conduct among all people will bring glory to God in the day of visitation.
 
1 Peter 2:11   Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts
which wage war against the soul.  having your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, 12

so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your
good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

  A.  Notice the relationship between the verbal command “abstain” in 2:11 and the dependent
participle “having” 

which is describing to us a key to abstaining from fleshly lusts.  Good behavior comes
from a good heart of      faith working through love.  We make no room for sinful, fleshly
passions in our hearts when we fill our hearts    with godly passions, a love for Christ, a love
for pleasing Him, a love for making His Name famous among the    nations, a passion for
Him to be glorified in all we and others do.

  B.  Notice in 2:11 the emphasis was to avoid sinful, fleshly passions that birth bad behavior for
our own souls’ sake.  

  C.  Beginning with 2:12 the emphasis is on good behavior for the Lord’s sake, birthed by a love
for Him and     passion for His glory.  Notice the subsequent focus on the Lord as our
motivation.

1 Peter 2:12  Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in
which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they
observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation.  Submit yourselves for the Lord's 13

sake to every human institution, ...  ... use your freedom ... as bondslaves of God.  ... 16  17

fear God, ...  ... for the sake of conscience toward God ...  ... this finds favor with 19  20

God.

  D.  Good works/deeds bring God glory.  According to God’s Word good works can only be
done by Christians, by      God’s people, by those born again by the indwelling Spirit of
Christ who obey Christ by faith.

      1.  Whatever is not of faith is not good in God’s eyes, it is sin, displeasing to God.

Hebrews 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please Him, .... 

Romans 14:23 ...  whatever is not from faith is sin. 

      2.  Believers’ good works find their origin in the creative power of God.



Ephesians 2:10   For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

John 3:19  "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved
the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  "For everyone who does 20

evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be
exposed.  "But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be 21

manifested as having been wrought/worked (ergazomai) in God." 

    Philippians 2:13  for it is God who is at work (energazo) in you, both to will and to
work for His good pleasure. 

      3.  So when people recognize behavior that is truly good in God’s eyes and that is energized
by the power of    God, they glorify God.

Matthew 5:16  "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

1 Peter 2:12 having your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in
which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they
observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

 a.  The example of Christ on the cross:

Luke 23:41  "And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are receiving what we
deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong."  And he was 42

saying, "Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!"  And He 43

said to him, "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise." 

Mark 15:39  When the centurion, who was standing right in front of Him, saw the
way He breathed His last, he said, "Truly this man was the Son of God!"

b.  The example of godly wives to unbelieving, disobedient husbands.

1 Peter 3:1   In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so
that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a
word by the behavior of their wives,  as they observe your chaste and 2

respectful behavior.

  E.  But believers in Peter's day, as is true in our own day, were maligned for their righteousness.

1 Peter 2:12  Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in
which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they
observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 



1 Peter 4:3  For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of
the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing,
drinking parties and abominable idolatries.  In all this, they are surprised that you do not 4

run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign you; 

      1.  The Roman historian, Tacitus, remarked that Christians were "loathed because of their
abominations."
      2.  They were accused of being antisocial, of atheism, and of cannibalism.
      3.  Suetonius, approving of Nero's persecution of Christians, wrote that they were "a class of
people animated by a     novel and mischievous superstition."

  F.  They might not glorify God in our own day, but will on “the day of visitation.”

1 Peter 2:12   Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in
which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they
observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation (episkope).

      1.  When in the Scriptures God “visits” people and nations, He brings  mercy or judgment.

a.  God’s mercy

  Genesis 21:1  Then the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did
for Sarah as He had promised. 

Genesis 50:24  Joseph said to his brothers, "I am about to die, but God will surely
visit you and bring you up from this land to the land which He promised on oath
to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob." 

Luke 1:78  Because of the tender mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from
on high will visit us, 

b.  God’s judgment

Exodus 20:5   "You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your
God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on
the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 

      2.  The term "day/time/year of visitation" is used most often in the OT as a reference to a time
of God's judgment.

Jeremiah 10:15  They are worthless, a work of mockery; In the time of their visitation
(LXX: episkope) they will perish. 

Isaiah 10:3  Now what will you do in the day of visitation (LXX: episkope), and in the
devastation which will come from afar? To whom will you flee for help? And where will
you leave your wealth? 



      3.  This common usage, coupled with the continual focus in 1 Peter on the revelation of Jesus
Christ, makes           Christ's Second Coming the likely meaning of "the day of visitation." 
Christ will visit His people with mercy

but unbelievers with eternal punishment.

    1 Peter 1:13 ... fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 1:6    For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those
who afflict you,  and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the 7

Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8

dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus. 

      4.  Unbelievers who by grace were converted in this life will glorify God for His mercy to
them and to others.

      5.  Those who remained unbelievers, who formerly maligned the people of God, and
therefore the work and grace     of God, having witnessed our good behavior, will be forced
to acknowledge God's good work in us, and     glorify God when Jesus comes to judge the
world in righteousness.  They give glory to God by

confessing He is true, Christ is the true God and Savior, believers in Christ are truly His
people and truly 

loved by Him and pleasing to Him.

Joshua 7:19  Then Joshua said to Achan, "My son, I implore you, give glory to the
LORD, the God of Israel, and give praise to Him; and tell me now what you have done.
Do not hide it from me."  So Achan answered Joshua and said, "Truly, I have sinned 20

against the LORD, the God of Israel, and this is what I did:  when I saw among the spoil 21

a beautiful mantle from Shinar and two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold fifty
shekels in weight, then I coveted them and took them; ... " ...  Joshua said, "Why have25

you troubled us? The LORD will trouble you this day." And all Israel stoned them with
stones; and they burned them with fire after they had stoned them with stones.

Revelation 3:8  'I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no
one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not
denied My name.  'Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that 9

they are Jews and are not, but lie-- I will make them come and bow down at your feet,
and make them know that I have loved you.

Proverbs 14:19  The evil will bow down before the good, and the wicked at the gates
of the righteous. 

Philippians 2:10 ... every knee will bow ...,  and that every tongue will confess that Jesus 11

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



Conclusion

  A.  Live to the glory of God.  Do all things to the glory of God.

  1 Corinthians 10:31  Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God. 

  B.  There is not wasted witness.  One way or another, whether believers or unbelievers, whether
entering or being   cast out of God’s kingdom, all will glorify God on the day of visitation, on
the day He sends Jesus to judge the    world in righteousness.  Therefore, do all to the
glory of God now; ...

1 Peter 2:12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in
which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they
observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 
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